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Despite Pre-Xmas, 


v 


Niteries Boom 


U.S. 


Terrifically; Eve Biz Looms Socko 








Despite pre-Xmas, nitery trade 
eontinues to boom nationally. The 
defense workers are the answer, 
money is freer, and they’re the nou- 
veau riche of World War II. In 
Manhattan it’s particularly noticeable 
ag the zoot-suit and open-collar 
trade has a fast and free buck to 
spend in theatres and cafes. And, 
invariably, it’s the niteries which 
get the preference. 

They also roll up in taxis to the 
hit shows early Saturday mornings, 
and at first the boxoffice men used 
to caution them that ‘the cheapest 
seats we have for Saturday night are 
$1.65.’ Invariably the defense work- 
er’s pride was hurt, stating, ‘We 
want four of the best seats,’ as they 
peeled off $4.40 and $5.50 a copy. 
The novelty of seeing the open- 
shirted ones in the front-rows, s0me- 
times overly appreciative of corny 
gags more often not knowing when 
to laugh or applaud, has now worn 
off, both from the perspective of the 
players and managers alike. 

So far as the cafes are concerned, 
anything with girls gets ‘em. The 
Latin Quarter, on Broadway, is an 
example, that spot doing better than 
$20,000 gross. 


Only paradox is the slow advance 
booking pace for New Year’s ev®, 
which, however, is invariably a last 


”% 
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Femmes Like It Rough 


Two young women went to the 


boxoffice of the Music Box, 
N. Y., last Thursday at matinee 
time and demanded the money 


back on their ‘Star and Garter’ 
tickets. 

They said that they heard the 
show, which has been drawing 
big femme patronage, had been 


cleaned up following censorship 





talk in connection with the 
‘Wine, Women and Song’ inde- 
cency convictions. 

anion 





$72.50 Couvert 


For Opening Of 
Ciro's, Mex “y 





| F 

Mexico C Ly, De 
Ciro’s opened to big biz here t 

| week (9) at the Hotel Re Ade ma, 


| frontline local hostelry, with a func- | 


minute proposition, | tion that was tops for the social sea 

Across the country certain key} con Socialites by the score and 
cities are balls of fire. Chicago is! fp), high in government, politicad 
one. Washington is under-nitelifed.| ang diplomatic circles attended in 
having only the hotels and the! uch numbers that the spot, with a 
Troika whereas it could stand some€| normal capacity for 200, was taxed far 


spots, and probably all would 
well. Florida is finished, al- 
(Continued on page 47) 


new 
do 


Home iaitha Empty, 
Coasters Flock To 
Well- Laden Eateries | 


Hollywood, Dec 15 
Despite gasoline rationing in the | 
Los Angeles area, local deluxe res- 


taurants and eateries are getting a 
hefty play. Situation has developed 
where the restaurant operators are 
getting such a brisk play that they 
are scratching to keep supplies in 
the kitchen. 

Diners start coming at around 
5:30, and continue until near mid- 


night. In the Hollywood and Vine 
sector Friday (11) night, Mike 
Lyman’s, Brown Derby, Melody 


Lane eateries had the ropes up at 
11:30 p.m., with booths and tables 
still crowded at midnight. 

Major reason for the heavy play 
is current shortage of foodstuffs in 
the Los Angeles area. Government 
officials claim that district has used 
up December meat allotment, and 
the public cannot get beef, pork or 
lamb in the markets except in drib- 
bles. Result is people are flocking to 
restaurants, which keep open as long 
aS supplies are in the larders. 





beyond its capacity. A. C. Blumen- 
thal and his 27 Mexican associates 
have made Ciro’s an intimate spot 
with a mural stressing feminine 
| nudity by Diego Rivera, Despite the 
| publicity, ex-King Carol of Romania 
is not officially listed among the 27 
Onenirg couvert charge was- a 
breath-take $100 (Mex )—$22.50— 
tops for here. But the crowd dis- 
proved rumors that it couldn’t be 
| done 
Blumenthal say that floo! 
(Continued on page 47 


JOLSON’S ‘SONNY BOY’ 
NOW A NITERY SINGER: 


Pittsbureh. 


young 


Dec. 15. 
Billy Vallie, singer 
who turned up around here in small 
the 
was revealed few 
days ago as former Davey Lee, child 
star who was ‘Sonny Boy’ to Al 
Jolson and later starred himself for 
WB in a picture based on the baby 
character. 

Reporters learned Vallie’s identity 


and m.c, 


niteries through tri-state area 


several weeks ago, 


BAND 0 PLAY 
WAR FRONTS 


‘AEF Circuit’ Will 


Stars and Orchestras in 


the Flesh 


WAR DEPT. OK 


American soldiers at off shore and 


foreign bases won't 
turn a shortwave dial to hear 
favorite jive 
is going to visit 
Plans are virtually complete for the 
shipping of an American music crew 


even have to 


their 


music—a swing band 


them personally. 


overseas, with Coca-Cola bankrolling 
the project. 

The soft drink outfit has 
;received an okay from the War De- 
| partment to proceed with the idea 
'and the band is currently being or- 
ganized. 

Tour 


(Continued 


already 





will cover at least 16 weeks 


page 21) 


 ON-SPOT BATTLE 


on 


RECORDING SEEN 


Boston, 
The Army is to take 
equipment into 
Jack Harris, of the Radio 
Morale Division, revealed to 
entatives of 35 New England 
attending the First Di 


Ye am 
Pt 


Dec. 15. 

transcrip- 
ticn battlefields 
Capt. 
} Army 


repres 


ana 


tations 
a 5 Rattornaz? . yee 
eeting of the Natto: i weve 


of Broadcasters at 


Statler hotel here 
last Wednesday and Thursday 9 
10) 

The transcriptions are expected 

1id in many military purpo 
—— is the possibility that war con 
jrespondents may be permitted 1 
Bias the service The recordings, 
| subject to the approval of ge. 


j authorities, 
radio 
Harris. 


37 Answer Serlin Ad 
In ‘Variety’ to Quit 
Coast for | B’way Show 


will be played back ove 


stations, explained es eer§ 





Oscar Serlin has thus far received 
37 letters as a result of his ad in 
the Nov. 25 issue of ‘Variety,’ in 
which he put in a bid for Hollywood 
talent who may be thinking of mak- 
ing Broadway appearances because 








when he came down from nearby 
McKeesport, where he’s currently 
appearing at Onyx Club, to a weekly 
luncheon of Pittsburgh Lions Club. | 
|Boy’s mother said he’s been doing | 
| cafe work for last six years. 


| of the $25,000 


salary ceiling. Serlin 
specifically had in mind the cast- 
‘The Family, slated for re 
(Continued on page 45) 
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Eventu- | 


ally Include Top Yank. 
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New War Pix Themes 
To We're on the 
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Ain’t It the Truth 


The draft and war industry’s 
inroads have resulted in a 
sign being posted in an Eighth 
avenue eatery, N. Y. It reads: 

‘Don’t abuse the help. It’s 
easier to get customers.’ 


Allied Victories 
Boost Show Biz 
In Lati 











By RAY JOSEPHS 
Montevideo, Dec. 15. 


United Nation’s successes in North 


in America 


| 





i 


| 
mS 


Africa, on the Russian front and in 
the Solomons, have been quickly 
barometered in show biz throughout | 
Latin America Concurrently, Ber- |< 
lin takeover of occupied France has 
also had a strong effect on pages: 
stage and screen exhibition in 

the Latin Republics. with special em- 
phasis in Argentina, Uruguay and 


=, 41 1 ‘ oy 5 
niie the ist remal é iispnere 


‘neutrals.’ 
Experienced d 
who lack 
as the Gallup poll and forthr vee t 
torial opinion, long used re- 
sponse to newsreels as the most ef- 
fective diagnosis of tions 
Since 


, 
frica and subseq nt develor 


1 
plomatic observer 


such public pulse chooks 
edi- 


have 


AY ‘ 
INOTT 


; 
ent 


" 
Dy ht PD le.” 


| ROE, Weng Sey ni ae 


IE. D.R.’S XMAS MESSAGE 
VIA SPENCER TRACY 


Washington, Dec. 15. 

Spencer Tracy was invited and 
accepted an offer from the Office of 
‘ar Information to read President 
| Roosevelt’s message to troops over- 
seas on Christmas morning. The yule 
; Message will first be delivered to 
soldiers in England and Ireland, with 
a possibility he may be flown to 
North Africa. 

The Metro star is a veteran of 
the last war and some thought his 
presence in Washington was in quest 
of a commission, Tracy denied this, 
called it personal business, and when 
John 


up der 


| acce 





> Hopki ns doc tors, 


ided he was ir good hneaith 


pted OW! a mnment 


’ | 


| 
| 





after a check- | 


| 


‘it is, 


Dramatization of the ‘blood, 
and tears’ motif in 
come. dated, 
propaganda 
British 
tivities, 
ber of 


sweat 
pictures has be- 
according to expert 
analysts engaged in 
and U. S. Government ac- 
with the result that a num- 
important film properties 
based on this theme may not turn 
out to be as profitable as anticipated 
Informed quarters point to the 
change from the ‘we can take it’ 
philosophy to ‘offensive’ thinking as 
healthy 
Production departments at several 
studios have also noted the tendency, 


sign 


e 


with result that majors are aloof to 
themes in which the history-in-the- 
making, time element figures too 


prominently. 
War themes, in 


general, must now 
stand careful scrutiny before pro- 
duction. While low-priced war ma- 
terial for low-budgeters being quick- 
ly turned out for a ready market 
j|may still be purchased, the major 
! companies remain wary of long 
range themes upon which new ficti- 
tious Mmarrative must be superim- 
posed, 

A considerable number of war 
tories, therefor till rema in the 
ypen market without buye1 so far. 

en Homeoffices are viewing with con- 
| siderable alarm the piling up of war 
stories, feeling being that the box- 
office appeal of such yarns immay 
(Continued on page 45) 


Berlin’s ‘Xmas’ Puts 
All Other Xmas Tunes 
On the Bum This Year 


“‘Adeste Fidelis.’ Various 
other artists’ versions of ‘Jingle 
Bells,’ ‘Santa Claus Is Coming,’ etc., 
are also lower in sales, it is claimed. 

‘Xmas’ is the biggest hit the mu- 
sic industry has had in years, so 
far as sheet music is concerned, 
and if the recording business was 
normal record sales would have 
soared among the all-time highs. As 
Crosby’s version will be his 
all-time best seller. Ditto Charlie 
Spivak’s Columbia platter. 

Music men are certain the melody 
will become annual holiday 
standard. 


ite 
ils 


ali 





TYPED 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


Betty Grable’s next starrer for 
20th-Fox is ‘Pin Up Girl.’ 
Title refers to practice of service- 


faves clipped 
wspapers, 


nen pinning up pix of 


fror ma wine and ne 


255163B 
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Irving Berlin's This Is the Army 
And Uncle Sam’s War Show Each 
Gross Million; Latter Folds Dec. 20 


Washington, Dec. 15. 
Army War Show, which appeared 
before 3.500.000 people in 16 
cities and earned more than $1,000,000 


majo! 


for the Army Emergency Kelief, will | 


be disbanded at the close of its At- 
lanta performance on Dec. 20, the 
War Department announced Saturday 
(12). 

After final showing, the 2,000 offi- 
cers and men in the cast, 
sent every branch of the service, 
be assigned to field units. The cast 
has declared that it is eager to get 
into action and that it wants to put 
on its next show in Tokyo or Berlin. 

Organized as a task force unde1 
the command of Col. W. T. Bais, the 
Army War Show opened its tour on 
June 12 in Baltimore. Since then it 
has given 95 performances, with an 
average attendance of 36,124 persons 
for each performance. 

At Chicago's Soldiers Field 912.462 
persons saw the show in 11 days, an 
average of 82,951 a day. 


vho repre- 
will 


Berlin’s ‘Army’ Passes 
$1,000,000 B.O. in St. L. 


St. Louis, Dec. 15. 

Irving Berlin's all-soldier show, 
"This Is The Army,’ is an $84,000 
sellout for its one-week stand in 
the opera house of the Municipal 
Auditorium opening last night (Mon- 
day). Army auditors with the show 
assert that the take for the road tour 
that began in Washington and 
included Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Bos- 
ton, Cleveland and Cincinnati and 
the local stand has nows passed the 
$1,000,000 mark. This figure does 
not include the New York date. 

When the ticket sale began almost 
one week before opening, double 
lines extended for two solid blocks 
from the wicket. 

The admish scale for opening 
night was $1.65 to $11, with the scale 


from $1.10 to $3.85 prevailing for | 


the balance of the performances. 


$48,215 in Cincy 

Cincinnati, Dec, 15. 
With Muriel Angelus in 
Widow’ in the 1,300-seat Cox this 
week at $2.75 top, Cincy is resum- 
ing its normal diet of stage shows, 
following last week’s all-time local 
record of a capacity $48,215, 
tax deductions of $5,357, by ‘This Is 
the Army’ at the 2,500-seat Taft 
theatre. 
The usual Xmas-week lull next 
week, then four weeks of shows 
starting Dec. 28 when Gertrude 
Lawrence in ‘Lady in the Dark’ 
the Taft for six per- 
formances and two matinees at $2.75 

top. 
Take on Irving 


tenantec wioké 
t iis tit 


Berlin’s all-soldier 


‘Army’ could have been a couple 
thousand dollars higher with the 
fale of standing room and use of | 


exira chairs, which were passed up. 
The first night’s performance, Dec. 
7, had 682 front orchestra and loge 
seats selling for $11 each, giving an 
$11,000 Top fox 


start. fcr other 
shows was $3.30. 


ni-gt.4 
nhignt 


‘Army’ 250G In Detroit 


has | 


‘Merry | 


after | 





Levin’s Sagebrusher 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Columbia has sj 
to a director contract, his 
signment a western. 
Levin is a stage director formerly 
associated with Brock Pemberton. 
He also directed at a strawhat in 
Gloucester, Mass. 


} 


| 
| 


first as- 





EXTRAS TAKE PROTEST 
TO CAL’S NEW GOV. 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Requests for a State investigation 
film extra problem and a 
‘general shakeup of Central Casting 
‘Corp. are being made by Holly- 
|wood’s atmosphere players on the 
leve of a change of administration in 
ithe state. Extras contend that liv- 
jing costs have advanced far beyond 
lany wage increases they have re- 
| ceived in the past. 
| It is reported unlikely that Gov- 
'ernor-elect Earl Warren will pay 
lany attention to the demands until 
he takes office shortly after the New 
|Year. Whether he will take any 
faction then depends on evidence 
|produced by the extra leaders. 
November was another banner 
|} month for extras, with earnings to- 
taling $304,345. Placements reached 
26,000 and average daily wage $11.76. 

New Payoff System 
| All major companies are setting up 
|a 24-hour payoff system for 5,000 ex- 
| tras, which goes to the State Welfare 
| Commissioner for approval. Current- 
ly extras draw pay after each day’s 
work, but new Federal 5% withhold- 
ing tax makes such arrangement 
illegal. 
| Commissioner will 
| Waive State law requiring daily pay- 
off to daytime workers. 


of the 


| 
| 
| 
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INCOME TAX LIENS 


But Madeleine Carroll Counter Sues; 

Supports 51 War Orphans 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

amounting to 





Income tax liens 
$160.000 have been filed against a 
|number of picture people. 
| those Treasury claims short-changed 
the Government are: 


| $11,500: William Cagney, $8,023: 


Patsy Kelly, $4 374: and Harry Ed 
| ington, $6,357. 
| On the other side of the ledger, 


| Madeleine Carroll is suing the gov- 
;}ernment for overcharge, claiming 
| $400 exemption on each of 51 French 
war orphans she supports. 


gned Henry Levin | 


be asked to | 


Among 


Mischa Auer, | 














[t will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 

Buy war savings bonds or 


siamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 


Tighten Curfew 
Law on Enemy 
Aliens in Films 











Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Enemy aliens are exactly that and 
) nothing more in the opinion of the 
Wartime Civil Command, regardless 
of efforts by certain studios to wan- 
gle special dispensations for actors 
on location work. Net result of the 
wangling is a more drastic limita- 
tion of the 8 p.m. curfew. 

New rule, continuing the time ele- 
ment, prohibits all enemy alien film 
workers from wandering more than 
five miles from their homes without 
Even with spe- 
cial permission the limit is 15 miles, 


land they must be checked in at 
home by an FBI operative at 8 p.m. 
The only reason for special permis- 
sion will be necessary location work 
for actors, technicians or others 
lconnected with a _ traveling unit 
;within the 15-mile area. 


special permission. 





In answer to 


a 


numerous requests 
exceptions to the curfew law in 
ndividual case 

all that the Army makes no excep- 
tions. One studio was told that 
‘shipbuilding is more 
the war effort than picture making. 
There are no enemy aliens on the 
nioh+ ehif+’ 


Vir}, 


v¥ iii Seve! da ellis DOUNdG Lor |0Ca- 


tions were vanked ofl a 
“—— a 4 
Federal agents 
that thara 
at ine! 


train by 
the studio explained 
| @ was no attempt at 
;sion but that the rule had not been 
sufficiently clarified. The 


jlonger any doubt. 
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Detroit, Dec. 15. 
Heading for the biggest gross it | 


will hit for any comparable period | 
on the road, Irving Berlin’s ‘This 


Is The Army,’ was a sellout here in 
the first three days the wickets were 
opened. The soldier show, booked | 
into the huge Masonic auditorium | 
here for 18 performances over the 
holidays, is seen certain to pick up 
ever $250.000 for the period in De- 
troit, exclusive of the two $11 per- 
formances on the opening, Dec. 21, 
and for the New Year's Eve show. 
First day’s ticket sale for ‘Army’ 
was $80,000, and the boxoffice squad 
had to put in a call to local post for 
20 M.P.’s to help control the crowd. ‘ 














Harry Friedman Joins 
MCA’s Coast Pic Setup 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 6 























Harry Friedman, former attorney 
with the William Morris agency and 
more recently a partner in the Nat 


Goldstone office, has joined the exec- ‘Bud Abbott and Lou Costello are 





utive staff of Music Corp. of | the estimation of 
America. S Now on National Release in 
New chores cal for the handling | Universal Pictures 


f AC A’se m n tmtiire Se . 
of MCA’s motion picture division. | Under Personal 


ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


Management of: 


two boys who can do no wrong—in 


millions of doting fans.’—Bosley Crowther—N. Y. Times. 


“Who Done It?” 
Camel Cigarettes, NBC 
EDWARD SHERMAN 


s, the WCC told them | 


important to | 


eVa- | 


re is nojt 


a i “a 
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George Jessel Laments 
The Missing New Yorkers 


» i 


Never before has the show business been as unpredictable as this year. 
For example, before the season started it was the opinion of almost all 
the actors, managers and agents that this would be a season for musicals. 

‘Look at the record,’ they said. ‘Every time there is a war people don’t 
want drama, they don’t want things to think about. There's enough tragedy 
on the front pages of every newspaper. Abandon—that’s the order of the 
day. Gals, fast songs and comedy sceres.’ All right, this is what has 
happened. Of all the musicals only ‘Star and Garter’ is doing real busi- 
ness and the big boxoffice successes are ‘Eve of St. Mark,’ a vivid blood- 
warming story of Bataan, and Thornton Wilder's ‘Skin of Your Teeth,’ 
which makes you do nothing but think or you won’t know what it’s all 
about. The next hit I’m sure will be ‘Three Sisters,’ from the Russian 
by Chekov. Oh, they want gals and hoke, do they? 

Then we have another theatrica] freak in the show I am in, a vaudeville 
melange with 10 people and no sketches. In four of the acts there isn’t 
a word of dialog or song. I talk for about an hour, incidentally, about 
the same things I talked about last year in the same theatre. After we 
opened and the newspaper notices were good this was the opinion of the 
gang around Sardi’s: ‘Sure that show will do business. The Bronx and 
Broadway like Jessel. It’s a New York show.’ Oh, is it? We have played 











FH444444444, 


to less New Yorkers than any other show I have ever played in. iTitle 
is ‘Showtime.’—Ed.] 
Tourists Only? 
And here we get to another strange theatrical phenomenon. We are 


playing to hardly any New Yorkers at all and I venture to say that the 
same thing is happening in all the theatres. New Yorkers are not going 
to the theatre. Nearly all of the business is from out of town. I say this 
with authority for not only have I talked to theatre brokers but I am ina 
position to feel the pulse of my own audience because I am not married 
to any manuscript, so that I can say anything that I like and I can tell 
immediately, by pulling a local gag, just about how many New Yorkers 
there are in our theatre. For example, there is a radio program which 
bangs out a transcription from a large local station which goes something 
like this. ‘I am talking about slip covers.’ If you are in New York you 
must hear this. They must do it 25 times a day. At the matinees when 
I refer to this line the audience laughs a bit. Some of the women have 
heard it. At night there isn’t a snicker, so the people must be from out 
of town. 

Why isn’t the New Yorker going to the theatre? His isn’t the gasoline 
problem. I cannot answer. 

But I do think New York is becoming cornier every day, while the 
Providencers, Uticas and Des Moines are paying attention to Saroyan. In 
short, while the folks from out of town are humming ‘Give My Regards 
to Broadway,’ the New Yorker is saying ‘I dood it.’ 


FDR’s Birthday Ball, Per Usual, 
But Theatre Collections for U.N. 


| 
| 








Washington, Dec. 15. 

President’s Birthday Bail Celebra- 
tion for 1943 will not have theatre 
lcollections this year, because the 
‘United Nations drive in January con- 
iflicts with the Infantile Paralysis 
| event. Picture executives feel two 
idrives within a fortnight would 
lovertax pix goers. Last year’s the- 
latre collection netted almost $2.000,- 


Barton MacLanes’ Fight 
For Their 2 Children 


Memphis, Dec. 15. 

Barton MacLane, film actor, will 
not win*back custody of their two 
| minor children from his former wife 
without a struggle. Twice continued, 
| the case finally reached the point of 





preliminary action last week when 

Mrs. Barton MacLane Stewart filed 000. 

an answer and cross-bill here in Washington celebration, and that 
Probate Court to his petition seeking in New York will be staged as 
to get the children who are wards | usual, Some discussion about aband- 


oning the fetes, but President Roose- 
velt made it plain that he considers 
it a health conserving instrument 
ijand ordered the Foundation 
paigns as in the past. 


lof the court. 

| The answer, filed by attorneys J.G. 
| Farrar and Charles A. Rond, denies 
| actor has contributed to 
| the support of the children in any | 
way Since 1933 and alleges that their | 
divorce decree in New York in 1930 
forbade his re-marrying without |tribution. Planned to have the main 
permission of the Nw York court. ;event in the new Siatler hotel on 
She charges therefore that Mac- | 16th street, program will be designed 
Lane’s present marriage is illegal. |this year to make it easier for visit- 

Custody of the children is like- |!ng stars. 
wise sought by Mrs. Stewart. Her | Main banquet and midnight shows 
| 


tuat the canoll 
Washington’s celebration wiil de- 


pénd as usual upon Hollywood's con- 


bill asked permission for process to |at Capitol, Earle and Howard the- 
serve on MacLane as a non-resident jatres will be staged on Friday, Jan. 
of Memphis. Hotel balls are scheduled for 











| been filed here because the children 


are being maintained here in a pri- 
vate home by the court as its wards 
and Mrs. Stewart is a resident of 
Memphis. 


Patsy Ruth Miller, 
Lt. John Lee Mahin, 
Hubby, in Auto Cras 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Patsy Ruth Miller, former mov- 
ing picture star, was injured Sun- 
day night (13) when an automobile 
in which she was riding crashed into 
a viaduct. She suffered slight in- 
juries but the three other persons in 
the automobile were injured seri- 
ously. 


One of these was Lt. John Lee 
Mahin, 40, her husband and former 


U. S. Army Air Forces. They were 
on their way to the Dearborn Sta- 





tion from where Lt. Mahin was to 
depart for active duty and Miss 
Miller was to return to her home 
n Encino, Cal 


‘Jan. 30. 





His original action had | 29. 
Fort Myer horse 


will be held earlier with Roy Rogers 
of Republic Pictures already booked. 
‘March of Dimes’ will be nducted 
as in the past. 


snow 


The so-called ‘Command Perform- 
ance’ at the National theatre will be 
held on Sunday night, Jan. 24. 
Andrew R. Kelley of the Ball Com- 
mittee goes to New York next week 


| to select the Broadway play. 


Hollywood Victory Committee and 


_ Jimmy Cagney of the Screen Actors 
| Guild 
| Washington committee in the round- 


are cooperating with the 


up of stars, 


ESTABROOK UPPED TO 
PROD. STATUS AT M-G 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 











Hollywood writer, a member of the | 
| status and will be assigned most of 


Howard Estabrook, Metro screen 
playwright, was upped to producer 


the stories originally intended for 

Jack Chertok, who has left the lot. 
First production chore wil! be ‘The 

Mojave Kid,’ a war yarn by Borden 


Chase. 
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asil Dean Secures 


From British Actors to Fill Need 
For Talent on U.K. Morale Shows 


i+ 
i. 4 


U.S. Pledges 





+ 


Faced with a dearth of performers 
in the British Isles, Basil Dean, 
president of the British Entertain- 
Services Assn., has 


ments National : 
made a request to British talent in 
the States to hop back to England 


as soon as possible to do shows for 
ENSA. Latter group is the British | 
equivalent of the USO-Camp Show 8. | 
Inc., and is financed to the tune of 
2,000,000 pounds sterling, (about $8,- 
000,000) annually. 

At an interview in New York last 
Friday (11), Dean told of the serious 
situation that confronts ENSA at 4 
time when it is necessary to expand 
its entertainment activities. ENSA, 
Dean said, has 310 units giving 3,750 
shows a week to service men in Eng- 
Jand and overseas, in addition to per- 
forming for workers in steel mills, 
shipyards, war factories, ete. 

In order to expand its program to | 
provide entertainment for coal | 
miners, farm workers” and fire | 
wardens, Dean explained, the ENSA | 
needs another 1,500 performers. | 
Partial solution to its problem, he} 





said, lies in the return of British] 
artists in this country to England} 
for limited tours, and he is asking | 
them to return a on as their U.S 


commitments permit } 
RAF instructors in Canada are also | 
in need of entertainment, the ENSA | 


Freak Shortage 


Hollywood, Dec. 15 
Hollywood is short of freaks, 
according to Metro scouts who 


prowled the town for sideshow 
characters needed for ‘Private 
Miss Jones.’ 

Must of the old circus oddities, 


they reported, were working in 
airplane plants and other mu- 
nitions factories, while fat lae 
dies wearing whiskers to 
make up for the shortage of male 
Santa Clauses in the department 
stores. 


NAZIS TIP OFF 
PEEVE TO S.A. 
PIX MART 


ure 











The Berlin radio last week took 
time out from its general run of 
propaganda to blast at Hollywood 
films. Dr. Goebels’ boys, with their 


ETA, 200 








IX HOT FOR BWAY SHOWS 
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BOTH BILL 


Star Depletion and Potential | 





Raw Film Cuts Dictate) 
Urgency for Strongest | Stand-ins Out 
Play Vehicles ~ 





Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


- einai Abbott & Costello are chuck- 

i ing show business for the dura- 

NO PRICE LIMITS? | tion of the war, but not the 
Pate | A. & C. Chuckers are Nor- 

| man Abbott, nephew and stand- 

Meiro is entering the play market in for Bud, and Pat Costello, 


on Broadway via strong bidding for | brother 


: Norman goes into 
desirable properties, in a move to| Bey 

‘ bs | chant Marine and Pat 
meet the action shown recently by Navy 


20th-Fox in off screen 





grabbing 


and stand-in for Lou. 
the Mer- 
into the 





rights to a number of legit produc- 


tions. Also involved in the current | 
competition for plays is increased 
backing of legit production by the | 


major companies. 
Oo offset the potential loss of mar- 
To offset the 3 t ] f 

quee names via the draft and the} 


income ceiling restrictions, all ma- | 
| « 
| 


jors plan to concentrate heavily on 


big budget product next year and 
seek important literary properties 
4g an alternative to provide the box- | 


(Continued on page 46) 
— | 


Washington, Dec. 15. 


ERROL FLYNN 
TOPS CAMPS 


Soldiers in the camp theatres went 


in a 
was 


WPB Spotlighting &:.52.."% 


November 


bulation of Motion 


Army 





top grosser 
according to the boxoffice 


lf 
l 


big way and 


Picture 


He-Man, Fighting Words in Coward's 
Serve (UA) and March of Time's Pic, 


~ ‘Marines’ May Revise Prod. Formulas 


+ ——____ 


Controversy over fighting words 
ordered eliminated from two films 
| (“In Which We Serve’ and ‘We are 
| the Marines’) by the Hays office last 
week stirred fears in industry quar- 


ters that the profanity issue might 
itouch off another anti-film crusade 
by religious-social and other pres- 
isure groups. At the same time execs 


of major companies took cognizance 
| of the fact that salty language has 
| come into more frequent use because 
of war-themed material which calls 
for authentic expression. 

Members of the Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors Associa- 
tion will Hkely weigh all considera- 
tions shortly in order to arrive at a 
| satisfactory formula. 
| Belief prevailed, however, that 
}current dev elopment would require 
| delicate handling to avert rousing 
unofficial censorship groups. Radio 


newscasters and commentators 
gave the subject further 
impetus via references noted over 


major networks and _ independent 


| 
fron 
| outlets, 


In scissoring ‘Serve’ the Hays 
fice finally permitted words such 
as ‘damn,’ ‘damned,’ ‘bloody,’ ‘hell’ 


and ‘God’ to be retained. Edward C, 
Raftery, president of United Artists, 
in a cable to Two Cities Films, Brit- 
sh producers of the film, noted that 
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Theatre Wing's Merchant Marine 





Club in N.Y. Due to Open Jan. 4 


+ 
v 


American Theatre Wing’s Mer- 
chant Marine Club, 109 west 43rd 
street, N.Y., will officially open Jan. 
4. Many notables will attend the 
opening. 

Wing’s newest activity is marked 
with the same generosity by donors 
that attended the success of the 
nearby Stage Door Canteen. There 
will be five rooms, some for games 
and other recreations, entertain- 
ment being along the lines of the 
Canteen. Around 2,000 seamen of 
the merchant marine can be ac- 
comodated nightly. 

Wing’s committee for the Club is 
headed by John Golden and Mrs. 
Margaret Pemberton, co-chairmen. 
Constance Collier, who originated 
the idea, is among the active work- 
ers. 


Wing is acting in collaboration | 
with the Civilian Defense Recrea- 
tional Committee, the National 


United Seamen’s Service, of which 
Madeleine Carroll is a leader, and 
the Victory Guild, a Jewish group. 
Latter organization has been ac- 
tive in raising funds for the Wing, 
with Jack Shapiro contribuitng ma- 
terials and equipment such as stoves 
and iceboxes to the club. Other 
leading participants and cor‘ributors 
are Harry and BRelen Bradt, Mr. 
and Mrs. Lawrence Tibbett and Mrs. 
Albert Lasker, while John Root is 


400 Chi Theatres Drive 
For Soldiers’ Comforts 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 


suburbs are conducting a drive for 
candy, cigarets and razor blades for 
n.en in the armed forces encamped 
nearby. In addition, girls employed 
along film row collect a goodly num- 
ber of cakes and cookies each week 
which are delivered to the Chicago 
Servic2 Men’s Center. 

The theatres are running special 
trailers on their screens appealing to 
their patrons for contributions and 
have installed boxes for collections 
in their lobbies, 


4000 In Armed 


Services From 
Picture Colony 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Hollywood to date is represented 











decorating the Club. Their efforts 

and donations have been such that 

the cost to the Wing is very little. 
Wing to Name Secretary 

Wing, which celebrated its first 
year last Saturday (12), will appoint 
a fulltime paid secretary to take 
over routine duties. Explained that 
the organization is now on a national 
scale, with too much work for An- 
toinette Perry and other volunteer 
workers who are giving their entire 
time to the Wing. New secretary 
will be paid not more than $100 | 
weekly and will perform such duties 
as designated by the board of direc- 
tors or officers of the Wing. 

Board has named an executive 
committee of seven which will make 
interim decisions, at least four of | 
the committee being in accord, to | 
make rulings effective. The execu- | 
tive crew: Vera Allen, Mrs. Martin | 
Beck, James E. Sauter, Solly Pernick, | 
Arthur Richman, Kermit Bloomgar.- | 
den and Oliver M. Sayler. | 

| 
| 
| 
| 





If You Tote a Violin, 
And Your Hair Is Turnin’ 
Silver, Morgan Wants You 


Minneapolis, Dec. 15. 

Russ Morgan believes he kas found 
solution to the problem created by | 
less of men to the armed forces. It’s | 
the employment of more fiddle play- 
ers. These fiddle players, he 
@re in greater supply because they're | 
usually older men outside the draft. 
Morgan lost three of his brass sec- 
tion—Joe Moody, Tommy Frederici 
and Steve Benorico—to Uncle Sam 
during his Orpheum theatre engage- | 
ment. 


he filled in with three local musi- 
cians, but in Burlington, Ia.. this 
week ke’ll take on 


dlers for permanent assignment. This 
will bring the Morgan violin sectior 
up to six men. 


2,000 ARMY SHORTS IN 
1943 FILM BIZ GOAL 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Film industry’s contribution to the 


building of the war machine will be | 


upped to 1,500, and probably 2,000, 
Army iraining shorts for the next 12 
months, under an agreement between 
the producers and Col. M. E. Gillette, 
commanding officer of the Signal 
Corps Photographic Center. 

Special committee appointed to 


three more fid- | 


Says, | _ 


During the last two days here | Ans 


by 4,000 artists and workers in the 
U. S. armed forces, according to fig- 


lures revealed by the Producers’ As- 


sociation. This force represents 22% 


lof the industry’s roster here, as 18,- 


000 of 35,000 employees are males. 

Survey shows actors in military or 
naval service number nearly 900; 
executives and producers, 40, while 
104 are members of the Screen Di- 
rectors Guild, and 58 from the Screen 
Writers Guild. In addition to this 
group there are cameramen and 
technicians. 

It was also disclosed that the pic- 


|ture industry, in addition to its war 
land 


entertainment activities, 


424 to various charity drives. 


* 
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It’s Major Ben Lyon Now 


Ben Lyon was sworn into the 
American Air Force in London 
Yesterday. His rank is that of ma- 


| jor. Actor has been in England sev- 


eral years, acting in films, radio and 
legit with his wife, Bebe Daniels 


Bill Puchalski Killed. 


Northampton, Mass., Dec. 15 

William W. Puchalski, assistant 
manager of the Plaza here before 
lhis induction on March 4, 1941, was 
|killed in the South Pacific, accord- | 
ling to work received by his par- 
ents. 

When last heard from he was in 


|New Caledonia. Also surviving are 
|four sisters and two brothers. 
|the same day that word arrived of 


On 


his death, there also came notice of 
the passing of his chum, Francis S 
anitis, of this city, who was in- 


ducted the same day. 





Glen Naves Enlists 
Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 15 
Glen W. Naves, Spartanburg area 
Variety’ correspondent, Naval Re- 
serve. Naves was a member of The 


| Ashev ille (N. C.) Citizen-Times staff 


| 1928-1934, and since has been 


a Spar- 
tanburg Herald-Journal staffer. 

E. R. Medd, manager, Carolina, 
Spindale, Naval Reserve. 


Gebman Vice Sullivan 
Post of Ed Sullivan, head of the 
photographic department of Para- 
mount at its homeoffice, who had 
been inducted into the army, has 
been filled by Frank Gebman, for 10 
years with the Acme Photo Service. 





Gebman took over the reins Monday 
| (14). 
| Sullivan, with Par 16 years, re- 


expedite the patriotic output consists | ported to Camp Upton, L. I., yes- 


of E. J. Mannix, B. B. Kahane, M. J. | terday (Tuesday). 


Siegel and Cliff Work. 


Lew Ayres in Texas Med. Unit 
San Antonio, Dec, 15. 
Motion picture star Lew Ayres js 


mow stationed in the 36th Evacuation | 


Hospital, at Fort Sam Houston. 


‘*ter completing the surgical tech- |Crawford, 36, and Pvt. 
in | Boy’) Williams, 44 


nic-ans course at Camp Barkeley 
Abilene (Texas), Ayres 
here. 


reported 


He expects to be 
assigned to the Signal Corps. 

Add: Crawford and ‘Big Boy’ 

Atlantic City, Dec. 15. 

Among new arrivals at this re- 
sort’s Army Air Forces basic air 
|training center are Pvt. Broderick 
Guinn (Big 
who has often 
role of hard-boiled 
sergeant in war pictures. 


lessayed the 


The 400 film houses in Chicago and | 


has | 
|contributed in the past year $1,829.- | 


Re a ae ak a Aa tn an A a An tn A A nn te te in tp a A te a a 


Uncle Sam's Roll Call 
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INDUCT TONY MARTIN 
INTO THE ARMY DEC. 30 


Hollywood, Dee. 15. 

Tony Martin is scheduled for in- 
duction into the Army Dec. 30. The 
singer, who was discharged from 
the Navy after the court marl, f 
an officer accused of accepting % 
from Martin, prior to his Navy 
signment, has asked his Draft Bo 
|for immediate active service. 














| { Bootlegging Again? 


Fort Bragg, N. C., Dee. 10. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

The latest brainstorm down here is 
the new rationing of whiskey on @ 
llocalized state-wide scale. It calls 
for ration books that allow civilians 
a pint of booze a week and soldiers 
must get their coupons through their 
commanding officers. All I can see 
happening out of this is a real old- 
‘fashioned bootlegging spree as there 
lare too many soldiers in this vicinity 
|who will want their booz and they’re 
going to get it—even if it’s good old 
‘rotgut a la 1928. I’m willing to bet 
that within two weeks the state will 
be overrun with those fine special- 
| ists who know how to make 22 pints 


jout of one good quart of whiskey 
,and before long we'll be involved in 
one of the durndest bootlegging 
|messes since the good old days. 

A Soldier from Broadway. 











Cantor’s Gift 


When the new Miami Red Cross 
building opens next week it will 
have an ‘Eddie Cantor’ room. Billy 
Read. ex-m.c., now the yeoman en- 
ltertainment assistant at the local 
|naval air station, heard about the 
| Red Cross’ lack of dough for fur- 


nishings. 
| A letter to Cantor 
check by return mail. 


brought a 


= > O49O4664664. 


| Plaque for Reon Kelley 


1,141 Players in 


,% 
- 4 


H'wood’s Victory Committee Spotted 


Ist Yr.s Operation 








More Hoodlumism, Charge 


Nightly dimout in Times Sq. has 
Forreased rowdyism, with reports of 
Women and children being molested, 
according to action ordered by Police 
Commissioner Lewis A. Valentine. 
First word of annoyances came in 
a complaint filed by a businessman 
who charged his wife and daughter 
were molested on 42d St., after at- 
tending a performance at the Metro- 
politan opera house. 

Complaint charged lack of proper 
police protection. Valentine turned 
it over to Chief Inspector Louis F. 
Costuma for ‘immediate attention 
and appropriate action.’ Valentine 
said district was policed by uni- 
formed men, policewomen and 
plainclothesmen until 2 a.m.. Patrol- 
men then take over. 


Faction Backs 


New Drive For 
Frisco Canteen 





San Francisco, Dec. 15. 
little 


Convinced there was likeli- 


{hood of making any progress under 


the present leadership of the cam- | 
paign for a Stage Door Canteen here, 
one group of people is now 
seeking formation of a committee 
that would bring new elements into 
the drive. 

Support is being lined up for a new 
setup that would give a voice to rep- 
resentatives of the theatrical unions, 
as well as to other key show people. 
and interested parties. 

Local citizens, such as Louis Lurie 
Frisco capitalist and partner of Sol 
Lesser, producer of ‘Stage Door Can- 
teen,’ and City Controiler Harold J. 
Boyd, a friend of many theatrical 
people, are being tapped. Lurie, who 
has also been connected with the le- 
gitimate theatre here, is understood 
to have pledged every cooperation. 


“OU 
show 





Ina Claire, representative for the 
American Theatre Wing, is still fig- 


ured as the person to add prestige to 





Seattle, Dec. 15. 
Impressive ceremony was held at | 


the Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Ever- | 
green) on Dec. 7, when a plaque | 


for- 


the project, and assure cooperation 

American Theatre Wing. 
Barney Gould, a p.a. for 

Billy Rose and a member of the Can.- | 


£ +1, 
OL tne 





was dedicated to Ron Kelley, 
mer manager, who was killed in ac- 
tion off Honolulu, early 


iast spring 

chaplain conducted the | 
with sailors and execu- 
theatre chain present. 
The plaque has been placed in the 
theatre foyer. 


A naval 
' dedication, 


tivwac nf +h 
Lives oi tne 


New York Contingent 
Salkow, Columbia Picts 
director, first lieutenant U. S. Ma- 
rine Corps, reports at Quantico, Va.., 
Jan, 1. 

Joe Koser, Irvington, N. J., come- 


Sidney 


dian, into the Army. 
| Del Casino, bandleader, Navy as 
boxing instructor. 

Milwaukee, Dec. 15. 


Fred Miller and Donald Patoka, of 
the WTMJ-W55M staff, have enlisted 
in the forces, the former as 
a bombardier, the latter as a member 
of the ‘Flying Tornado’ squadron just 
recruited by the Naval Air corps. 


army air 


Pitt’s Roll Call 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 15 

Milton Broud,, former Columbia 
booker and son of Dave Broudy, 
| Stanley theatre musician, made an 
| acting sergeant at Fort McClellan, 
|Ala. He was inducted only couple 
|of months ago. 

Bernard Alderman, 
Alderman, theatre 
navy. 

Nathan Rosen, U booker, army. 

Irving Berney, assistant manager 
|0f Pastime in Lewistown, Pa., and 
|son of Ike Berney, who owns house, 
army. 

James Rizza, Par shipper, army. 

Irving Stein, 20th shipper, army 
| air corps. 
John Barner, manager of Grand 
jin Huntingdon, Pa., army. 
| Ben Rosenberg, son of M. A. Ros- 
enberg, indie exhib and president of 
National Allied, army glider service. 

Anthony Delisi, of Liberty theatre 
in Saltsburg, army. 


Tom Anas, son of N. G. 


son of Pete 
supply man, 


! 
| 











Anas, 


teen committee that has been more | 
or less slumbering, has been working | 
for a long time on idea of a Canteen | 
here, and expects to bring the vari- | 
ous elements together under the new | 
set 
etup. 

Theatrical unions are not repre- | 
sented on present committee, and | 
dissident bovs consider their cunnor?t | 
¢ ler their gupport | 
highly important for a_ successful | 
Canteen. 


Miss Claire, who recently returned | 
from the east, reported that Brock 
Pemberton, Antoinette Perry and 
Armina Marshall Langner will be out 
here shortly as reps of American 
Theatre Wing to talk over Canteen 
situation. 


veteran exhib, army air corps 
Howard Graudine, NSS, army; a 
Charles Cassoulis, manager of 

Manos in Hollidaysburg, army. 


From Out of the West 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. | 


Lewis Davis, studio technician. | 
Navy. 

Stanley York, film cutter, Army. 

Cecil Vinnicoff, film exhibitor 
Marines. 


James Simmons, studio press agent, 
Army. 

Harry 
Marines. 

David Street, screen actor, Army 

Max Friedman, studio technician, 
Army. 

Herb Westrate, still photographer 
Army Air Corps. 

Jack Greenhalgh, 
Army Air Force. 

Ed Hogan, screen writer, Navy. 

David Early, studio press agent, 
Army Air Force. 

Jim Fonda, radio producer, Army. 

Robert E. Lee, radio writer, Army. 

George Thomas, Jr., studio press 
agent, Army. 

Don Kerr, studio teennicran 


Brandon, screen actor, 


cameraman, 


Navy 





(Cofitinued on page 44) 


Broadway Dimouts Foster 


a 


Hollywood, Dec. 15, 

In the first year of its existence 
the Hollywood Victory Committee 
has provided 1,141 stars of screen, 
stage and radio to help build up 
America’s wartime morale, the big- 
gest free talent pool ever organized 
anywhere. Work of the committee is 
disclosed in its first annual report, 
published by the Industry Service 
Bureau. 

Report shows that the committee 
has presented 352 USO shows at 
Army, Navy, Air Force and Coast 
Guard camps along the Pacific Coast 
and in the desert areas of California, 
New Mexico and Arizona at the re- 
quest of the War Department. In 
addition, the USO Camp Tour Shows 
performed in 273 large camps from 
coast to coast, often appearing sev- 
eral times the same day to entertain 
the entire personnel in relays. 

Overseas, nine players have put on 
shows for soldiers in Englaid and 
Ireland, and 14 have planed to far- 
flung bases in Alaska, the Aleutian 
Islands, Newfoundland, the Panama 
Canal Zone and various outposts in 
the Caribbean Sea. In the Septem- 
ber War Bond Drive, highlighted by 
‘Stars Over America,’ 270 players 
| made 2,773 appearances, 
| A total of 474 players have taken 
|part in 222 live radio broadcasts ang 
507 more have participated in 111 
‘radio transcriptions. Including ware 
| time charities, the total of individual] 
appearances Was 6,828, with a total 
mileage well above 1,000,000. 


NAMES TO ENTERTAIN 
SERVICEMEN IN K. C. 


Kansas City, Dee. 15. 
A double-header Christmas party 
for all men in the armed forces now 








training here will be sponsored 
jointly by the Kansas City Can- 
jteen, The Kansas City Star and 


various service organizations Christ- 
mas Day, in the Municipal Audi- 
torium, with a stage show in the 
afternoon and a dance at night. 

The cast for the two-hour stage 
how will include such headliners 
s Gilda Gray, Charles King, Wal- 
ter Dare Wahl, Cecil Lewin, Harry 
Meehan, Pansy the Horse, The Great 
Yacopis and others from the Billy 
Rose ‘Diamond Horseshoe’ revue 
which will be playing at the Tower 
theatre here that week. Several 
others from the Folly theatre and 
various Kansas City night clubs will 
Music for the four-hour 
night will be played by 


appear 
dance at 


‘Y 


Busse’s orchestra. 


nenry 
N. Y. to L.A. 
Whitney Bolton, 
Jack Cohn. 
Ted Cott. 
Charlie Einfeld. 
Yasha Frank. 


L. Wolfe Gilbert. 
Andre Kostelanetz. 
Jack Lait. 

Harry Link. 

L. B. Mayer. 

Ned Marin. 

Bill Perlberg. 
Mitchell Rawson. 
Lou Robbins, 
Gilbert Seldes. 
Marian Shockley. 
Mrs. Harry Sosnik. 
Howard Strickling. 
Joe Schenck. 
Rocco Vocco. 

Hal Wallis. 
George Zachary. 
Bernice Zaconick. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Phil Berg. 

Jchn Brahm. 
Matty Fox. 

Flossie Freedman, 
Leon Fromkess. 
Edward A. Golden. 
Leila Hyams. 
Arthur Kober. 
Arthur S. Lyons. 
Lieut. Lee Mortimer. 
Harold Mirish. 
Florabel Muir. 
Irving Repper. 
Charles R. Rogers. 
Major Alex P. de Seversky. 
Bill Stern. 

Arthur Schwartz. 
Sol Schwartz. 
Walter Slezak 
David E. Weshner. 
Oliver Wallace. 


—,. 
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~ ACT TO HALT NEWSREEL CUT 


7 a EE 


‘Wait and See 25G Attitude = AFPORT NEIL ETT Producers Seek Ruling Permitting 
rs ent maton sv congo wis too | AEE RINE HEL B Revision of Talent Pacts So Stars 

















contract renewals is being brushed off almost universally with what 


has now become a cliche: ‘Oh, we can always rely on our stars to 
pitch in, so don’t let’s worry about it too much.’ a | | 
The mental reservation, and later audibly uttered in course of such | OU or ll Gar or op 
palaver, is that the Byrnes edict ‘may be kayoed completely in Jan- |Cgordinator of Gov’t Films 3 
uary by the new Congress.’ And whether that’s wishful thinking, A + ee 
the general attitude is one of let’s-wait-another-few-weeks. Understood As Suggesting 
° ° e | pala iacdaer , ¢ . . 
-_— | That Sufficient Raw Stock Nothing Official—Yet Industry toppers last week dis- 
Rider’ to Aid M ae 
DC. Solons P all Ri er {0 } ove Ing downwé view to obt rul t | 
4 ravi BD on stock ; eati s ‘ffec- >W aining a uUlIng Ww 1ereby 
duction to Make Up for) raw film stock allocations, effec- |i. $67,900 salary limit could be 


cussed revision of studio talent cone 
tive Jan. 1, |] > yet been re- 
For Re eal of NG Ceilit l in Jan oe — 2576 Slash | ceived by film distrib . The 1 [broken down on a weekly pro rata 
ae pet affected however are  |s#lary basis of approximately $1,300. 
p hed g ba | cited : : slap siietigial Ric the Via establishment of such a form- 


Be Diverted From OWI "i jtracts with U. S. Treasury Depart- 
figuring schedules based on the 




















i No official regulations cover- | : 
and Victory Shorts Pro- Seg om i pve ot va ment officials in Washington with a 





| 
‘ ’ | ; ula, which reasury icials hav 
: 4 oe REELS ESSENTIAL | verbal rulings handed down in : ie ; : . sury officials have 
' ; sO far indicated is l ’ ir "OV- 
| | consultation with War Produc- ine ‘ / i: ae hs their prov 
r, . , va 5 a P . ° ce, Stars A’ ( 4 ize ) ir 
Washington, Dec. 15. _| Cues From ™ ¢€. | tion Board Officials in Washing- ak the 3 Me spre “ oblig d to turn 
. — ‘. | ‘ ‘. . » ‘ g : or . “2 > 
Stage is being set on Capitol Ni ——— | Lowell Mellett is reported moving ton recently. mo. ieaada all ran tees ee e 
. pene , . £9OR ONE salary | ; i at et . 9s ‘e annually, or ea ‘onsiderably 
for repeal of the a nee er It appears likely that tax ex- to avert a threatened reduction in New regulations, providing for less Pins th ‘ tone becapne oe 
ceiling by the new ongress that} ‘rts 1e gislative | , : 1e 25% reduction ‘aw stock [yo ; ca iapht anager g om 
asec tes other the first of the year. e a o the penne ee cae } ne wsreel production by diverting = re Ps asrgectainindapthgy > Pg k lowed. Instead od being paid $5.000 
convenes ; st © . Staff will guide major tax poli- | a : . : p Bre. Quarces Ih Sess See ye ; , ee 
During the past few days House} Gigs quring 1943. This group is |'@¥ film stock allocations from Of- compared with” 194i "tonstinip7* a= Rete cl 
‘ re C 3. $s g « \ © : - 4 - MK 
. ’ » 1A 2 av J . s le . r . P ys reeks é tar V l ‘ ‘ive ; ] 
finance leaders have been laying now preparing statistics and _ | fice of War Information and Victory tion), are expected shortly. ge Rn would receive on{y 
shorts in sufficient quantity to make | — $1,300 weekly (if on the studio con- 








their plans for rescinding the salary 
limitation put into effect by the 
President's executive order. Last 
leaders or the Senate 


other material for use by mem- 
bers of the House Ways and up for the newly proposed 25° 


hel: SERS - sissnts es a ER Ee ° k 30 weeks instead r eig 
Means and the Senate Finance War Production Board cut affecting [ATSE A » 0 wol <s instead of eight to 
newsreels, slated to become effec- nxious Uver earn $40,000 


committees 





tract lists) and would thus have to 


week finance 

. . aha " i9- | T - « eg oo ’ ; 
were outspoken in their denuncia | As a result of the changed po- | tive Jan. 1 | WMC | d k - Under such a revision of contracts, 
tion of the proposal to limit Invest-|  Jitical situation, it appears likely | Move is considered unprecedented | nroads on OW jfor which producers are seeking a 


he formula acceptable to the authori- 


ment income and at the same oath that the recommendations of | inasmuch as an official of “gad 
. ‘nealing the present salary ‘ ' : : ‘ } Inr . . earear ott a ° ties, stars o} the ! : < 
spoke of repealing the prese é . Congressional tax experts will prominence is, according to all re- y V js, stars n 1e «studio contract 











limitation be followed more carefully ports placing results achieved | lists would have to work a full year 

Plan of repeal proposed in the last possibly taking precedence over through private enterprise, on a par | |to earn a salary which may now be 
few days by House finance leaders Treasury tax expert O head of Government film ac-| While no general transfer of man- paid for a single picture. Freelance 
is to attach a ‘rider’ to next year he — | tivitic Mellett’s actio is also|power in the International Alliance | players, however. would be able to 
tax bill or some other comparably viewed a a spur, if any were|of Theatrical Stage Employees ap- Jar cneage terms on single or multiple 


important prece ol legislation ln Fast H M Warner needed for increased cooperation |pears an immediate prospect, the | picture deals 
f attaching a_ repeal s 9 ° ° from the film , fact that the va majority of its} Apparently aware of the move by 


Strategy 0 the film industry. 








order to an important piece of leg- ° ° Mellett from accounts, believes |members are over 38 years old and|the producers to solve the rapidly 
May Finally Dispose Of that newsreels which are now|thus might be conscripted for war|approaching contract crisis via re- 
+ | virtually 100°, attuned to the} industry or agricultural work is giv- }visions, Screen Actors Guild officers 
ANOTHER ‘CLARIFICATION’ WB Newsreel Palaver p ecution of the war effort—as|ing the IA some concern. | have already held meetings to count- 
Reported that the U. S. Bu- | |per Walter C. Ament’s report be-| Anxiety is heightened by doubt in |eract any attempt to put the $67,200 
reau of Internal Revenue may , : ‘ fore the War Activities Committee \IA quarters on the one hand, as to | ceiling On a weekly pro rata basis 
shortly issue a three-page clari- | Harry Mi. Warner hee erred | last Monday (7)—should not be cur-|whether union members in show |SAG heads plan to call out stars 
fication of the 2l-page clar- New York and a final decision with | tailed. The Coordinator of Gov-|business can be exempted as essen- |from studios seeking to enforce pro 
fication of the wage and salary regard to a newsreel from the com- | ernment Films has apparently found | tial and, on the other, how replace- |rata salary terms 
regulations issued last week saa may be made at this time. Un-| '™8* wsreels are of paramount |ments can be ne made in; Assistant Secretary of the Treas- 
—_—_— i nportance on le ‘Opaganas he event that it comes -cessary |ury . : " ; key 
teas Warner euceseds th soneiodinag | “ ol ta i FO EO pth. - - dary : pbeonge Bccoas yg - seh weal eo L. Sullivan has already 
islation would be designed to de- Late Re Rid Cs da Hird Bs aking pI a } any scale of apy : pro} | statec that his department could aot 
crease the chance of a Presidential | 4 C64* W1'n RKO-Pathe, the thought offi 11 OWI releases - _| tions ) 90 ee attempt to adjudicate or offer an 
veto. If the repeal were proposed in); Of a Warner reel will be dropped ( ontroversy over clas: ification of Richard Fk Wal h, president of the] opinion on the velidity of existing 
7 ¥ te bill it j Ybable that the! que largely to raw stock, technician ‘Ma of Time’ with 20th-Fox fig- | IA, and Louis Krou e, executive sec | (Continued on page 23) 
a sCpala >I is pre A i arg wr tees : A jaar cal Pha 
President would veto the measure.|.44 other problems. Harold S. Bare- |, as a me ve 1 al d the Wa! bestaagel £ were in W: hington on Fri- ih bin ia Ne 
Where the rider is attached to a bill} sina er eee ; tte Production Board taking the stand |}day dl ) try ing. to find out what | 
the President would have to veto the ford assistal t secretary of WB,|that it is a regular subject fo | mist ( Nappen. Accoraing to Walsh, | WB TO SELL ‘ARMY’ AT 
whole me jure since he cannot dis- | Stated at the annual stockholders; which 20th should use film allocated |they talked off the record with vari- | 
approve ‘f any part of a bill. He has | Meeting In Wilmington Monda} (14) | for feature production, would thus |@us figures in Washington but failed RECORD RENT 
tn aneeat ws: ae to the bill in its that the company had decided it wa be solved also if the Mellett sug-|to come ba Kv ith any concrete in- AL TERMS 
{ sty ' npract il to get out a newsreel! to ‘ S adopted as appears |tormation The IA head stated he | 
entirety. ; itself c<ely ind Krouse did not see Paul V. M¢ 
Proposal to attach a rider cam*| According to inside, RKO want 250,000,000 Feet of Film Nutt, head of the War Manpowel This Is the Army’ will be the 
from Representative Disney, Okla- about $5,000,000 for the Pathe news- Newsreels have until now been |Commissio nignest percentage picture in the 
homa Democrat who 1s a member Ot reel Originally Warners offered $2 -| exempt from the WPB allocatior Surplus in N. Y. | j tory of Warne! Bro: unde} 
the powerful House Ways and Means 000.000. ai ; gulations, but are slated to be-| Though admitting it is difficult to Pians, with the company figuring 
Committee. At the same time it was Although some other Warnerite ome subject to the same cuts as|tell what may happen and what|%! 4 Policy for it similar to that 
reported that the Hou e A ppropria- have hee chilly toward a newsree Continued on page 23) (Continued on page 23) | f ‘Gone W 1 Wind.” ‘Gone 
= s Committee wa — pete a con the teainaion Shares Werke gor 715° — 
the advisability of tacKing a repea ; > a ; sn I NA Ee ae ey Pare - - ol eietad oh eiunieed amaled | 
rider on the big Treasury-Post Office is said to be difficu cn discourage twice-da a v he fi n ; 
(Continued on page 23) on the SARSET SElre he paais me vi e e 0K avatiahie 
= i newsreels now are too routine and | i 
ai lthat WB. if it had one, could do ar anpower ommission to | WB expe ts to start filming of 
| much institutional good for the in- Arm) Feb. 1 nmediately after 
ine 0 Los Angel 


3 Boston Nitery Fire Gots ac wel me on ne ear at] 


* * * rs . ® : a , scles 
e oe ifort in a larger measure than now Pix Classifications As Essentia é igeme Howeve ate A 
vhen people from the legit ca 
Victims Improve Fast, 990. season, vp. and atiorm ae ast 
S. R. Dunlap Still NSG! tr Werers, returned to N. y. Mo 
‘ . W D l 
Harry H. Thomas, in co ol of e ¢ eC “ F = P sin he ; : me W ; 
Monogram sal franchise te t! I as : . sie tables << ii ae W 
Nev Yo and Philadel; a area ¢ ( ee} ago entertainment ff — e First Official Action ‘ ; i tig? I I 
vyho wa al ) tnose myurea n tne ; was effo A . lA ; 


Cocoanut Grove nightclub hre WU , ATRES’ : P ~ are will ce ¥ ry “ ; a, ale ! t the ‘ - 
Boston Noy 28 cheduled to che K NATIONAL THE » e Ser\ ice Sy ste! ll o a r 4 by ( 4 ‘ "et er pe f ) ) t ‘ H 1] 


{ he Ke oe@2 hospital sto! V 
er of t Kenmog@e hospit : Bost LEMS ynal types of pe ynnel engaged to estab] the « al of enter- |! proaut nd 
ay (Wednesday > Wi turn l , t t 
rig Pohies live ver a He he L re | the prod ction of entertainment fea- unment feat es to the war effort M as ( Girectol M - off 
0 ! .b yrobably will take two ; i , é , . : , rv at W : 4) : , 
. gv probably Will gl ires as ‘critical occupations Some time ago. WMC ertified to | °° y at WB while the film De- 
weeks or longer t cuperate from — om ; ‘ ‘ ‘ TEP : | ir made vine 
, rags renee to recu} 4 f a nis The 11 classe which WMC will! Selective Service System as ‘critical | * wihaiah I ¢ Bei Oi course, 
lis burns | Attention was again fixec n man- 5 as sd sini ‘ 
's . D : ; ener ee Pride certify are animator cameraman, | occupations’ eight job titles of per- aqonated |} S| ‘ so th Armv 
cott R unl ! uce ) ves-|pnowe yroblems at the meeting Ol 4 | | ; : | Emerge ' Relief “und t } 
( t. Dunlap, produce of we pow prob | >. | cutter, equipment maintenance tech-|}sonnel ‘engaged full-time and. ex- Emet cy Relief Fund gets all the 
terns for Mono, who's in the Boston! National Theatres execs In New film editor, illuminating tect } e| Stavy. Unio ave refuse to do 
: ae , . : : ee . a 8) edaitor, umimnating t N- | clusively the prodauction ot se - os . A A tes 
City hospital. will remain there in YOVrK la week In from e Coas and effect technic } ‘ Nale the 
definitely, under the care of special-|to contab with Spyros Skouras were a t technician, productior , P : - 4) Warners j practically sure of 
we he ante ‘entire gpa te ‘Ikley | Pro ennician, production | filr O Army, Navy and war spond _ 
ists obtained for him by Mono. He|Charle Skouras, Charl Buckley per und engineer, technical T , tl Ginger Rogers for the ‘Eileen’ role 
; ‘ : , Tan dace Schenck ¥ Pee ee Nae eer ene ’ pandas? | productio ndaustrie nese tities - ‘ +i 
is coming along rapidly but his lungs|and To Page. Joe Schenck wa writer. production set architect | and Is angling to t Clark Gable 
a ' : ; eee knee meuil rite yroauction s§ atl lit were anlmator, <¢ ne i utte —_ & < 
were so badly seared they may never |also in a huddie w'th Spyros and T cat of ‘nvitinal anerees ' ' cutter.) who would have t » -ieaaedices 
is, - - ee Skour; ime 3 20th-Fox in st Of criticai occupatiol In | film edito p ect pervisor. tech- Hla tO secure leave 
permanently heal, requiring Dunlap Cnarles skKouras, prior tO 2 line eniestsianees Giles Geld inl } ] ” _,| from the army in order to ac ent 
nod af et © meeting cchedule f rit tail) l picture ela i if COnSuitant, te nical writer anc om dae _— ewe 
to follow a careful diet for the rest | board of directors meeting scheduled | | n 3 ‘. ‘ :; tal 
he motion picture industry wa nd engines 


of his life. He is now able to take |!" Dec. 1%, 


74] eS . a - | prepared by the Manpower Commis- Later it certified as ‘critical’ cer . a 
“2 “ meee | With some 350 men from the Fox ;?*©P . zater 1 filed as ‘critical’ cer- } T lk 
moderate food nourishment. Bats lsion’s committee on essential ad- | tain 7; | 1é S a 0 ay 


‘West Coast circuit already in the|/> occupations in the newsreel 


The condition of Herman Rifkin, | a-med forces, employment of women | Uvities headed by Dr. Collis Stock- | field These were cameraman, cut- —---—— 

Mono v.p. controlling the New Eng- | as theatre managers on a more ex-|ing. after weeks of consideration | ter, film editor and sound engineer.| Strong turnout of show biz execs 
land franchise, is markedly im-|tensive scale appears likely. Women |and discussion with representative Here is how WMC reached its de-| is expected for Wendell Willkie’s 
proved and he most likely will b€/have so far been employed mainly jof the motion picture indusiry. It} < respect to essentiality of appeal inces as speake1 at the Con- 
ty Pag Ra pana” ch Reaaeot in ; ordinate spots in tl ( tre p- Bor i e t 00d gue! | *} st of * - terta ent fi production and fe re ce 0! Christians and Jews to- 

5 , ? : eCratiOn-—as usners aSsistan ma ) . un! tea DS fit ie rye i »f critica occupa- lav (Wed at the Asto hotel New 
manager ior 20th-Fox, suffering from | age; trea e et suit > WMC i ' : , | ‘ 
both burns and lung inin ee g manpower drain pfttend 1s vO nd cover bo 7 ,' , ee Shas Fo a bm betes : 
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Fingerpointing at Well-Heated 
Theatres, Cales Bothers Owners 





ee 


Detroit, Dec. 15. 

Theatre owners here are begin- 
ning to get concerned over the odd 
turns that public ‘sour grapes’ can 
take on the matter of oil rationing. 

What crept into these ‘Voice of the 
People’ lament columns of the news- 
papers in these parts was the beef 
that theatre, night club and bar ra- 
tions of fuel oil could be cut out so 
the general public could have more 
for their homes. 

While the gas rationing program 
for tire conservation has been ac- 


cepted readily enough, there has 
been plenty of squawking in the 
midwest about fuel oil rationing. 


The entertainment spots don’t like 
the turn it is taking in singling them 
out as the whipping boys. 

lenty of theatres and clubs have 
been pared down now, and one never 
knows what direction the future 
slashes will take—the report is that 
fuel oil allotments are to be cut 
still further—if officialdom takes 
note of the public clamor. They 
don’t like such publie cracks as, 
‘Why do we have to go to the the- 
atres to keep warm....Even if we 
keep warm with liquor in the 
saloons. what are ou: children going 
to do.’ 


Exhibs’ Co-operation 
In Conserving Film 
Sought by U’s Scully 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 








Exhibitors should be educated to | 


understand the responsibility they 
must share in the conservation and 
proper handling of film, William A. 
Scully, general sales manager of 
Universal, told those at the district 
and divisional sales managers’ meet- 
ing here last Friday (11) and Sat- 
urday. 

Scully stated that the reduction in 
positive film was a matter of vital 
concern to exhibitors as well as pro- 
ducers and distributors, and that 
Universal would use its sales force 
to educate exhibs, 

‘With the entire industry extend- 
ing itself in every way to cooperate 
with the many emergencies arising 
from the war effort,’ he said, ‘noth- 
ing becomes more important than 
the exhibitor’s complete understand- 
ing of the entire film conservation 
project. We believe that our sales 
organization can elarify for exhibit- 
ors many of the problems involved 
and it is for this reason that we 
will make a concerted effort through 
our entire sales organization to give 
the best information available on 
the subject to our accounts. I am 
convinced that extended playing 
time will greatly obviate some of 
the normal inconvenience that might 
arise under the present limitations,’ 


Perlberg, Wurtzel Back 
To Coast This Week 


East to 0.0. ‘Eve of St. Mark, on 
Broadway and see Dorothy Mc- 
Guire, the original ‘Claudia’ in 
Chicago, which he will film for 20th- 
Fox, William Perlberg returns to 
the Coast tomorrow (Thursday). He 
stops off one day in Chi to talk 
with Miss McGuire, who will re- 
create her stage original in the film 
version 
the David O. Selznick deal. 


Sol Wurtzel is another 20th-Fox | 


production executive returning this 
weekend, and Joe Schenck was 
Slated to return last night (Tues.) 
in company with L. B. Mayer and 
Howard Strickling but is staying on 
@ speil. 

Still another film exec to the Coast 
this weekend is Jack Cohn, Colume 


biz Pic’s v.p. who departs Friday | 


(18). 





B’klyn ‘Monopoly’ Suit 


A suit was filed in N. Y. supreme 
court yesterday (Tuesday) by 


‘Claudia’ came to 20th via | 


the } 
395 Amus. Corp., owner of the Gloria} wood is Le 


4 


Ducking the Sluffs 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Exhibs here, trying to buy sluff 
product to get over the pre-holiday 
|slump, are getting the brushoff at 
exchanges. Filmrowers are holding 
back on reissues and oldies. 

They figure operators are stalling 
for time to get better deals later on 
fresh product. 








‘Suspected Incendiary 
Blaze Damages Globe 
Theatre, Holyoke, Mass. 


Holyoke, Mass., Dec. 15. 

Two-alarm fire, believed to be of 
incendiary origin, damaged the 
Globe early Sunday (13) and spread 
to the Suffolk Bowling Alleys, sec- 
ond floor occupant of the Globe As- 
sociates Bldg., 16-26 Suffolk street. 
Estimates place the total damage at 
$30,000 with a replacement cost of 
about $45,000. 

Chief John H. Rohan said origin 
was in a rear alleyway. Two boys 
were seen running away from the 
building a short time before. 

The theatre's entire stage section 
was burned out and the sound equip- 
ment damaged beyond repair. The 
first 20 rows of seats were burned 
and the remainder scorched. Thea- 
tre officials made a test of the pro- 
jection machinery and it was found 
to be in workable condition. 

The theatre was operated for 
many years by the late Dennis M. 
Reardon, former minor league base- 
ball player and umpire. It is now 
conducted by the trustees of the 
Globe Theatre Associates. Mrs. 
Josephine Reardon, his widow, and 
Mrs. Marion Wotten. This was the 
seccnd major theatre fire here for 
the year, the other being the two- 
alarm fire at the Victory last Jan- 
uary. 





$75,000 Theatre Fire 


Kilgore, Texas, Dec. 15. 

The Texas theatre burned down 
here Friday (11) causing an un- 
| Officially estimated loss of $75,000. 
| The blaze was discovered a few min- 
| wee prior to the matinee opening. 
|No one was injured, although sev- 
eral of the firemen battling the blaze 
|narrowly escaped falling walls. 





| mains 


Proj. Beoth Fire 


Johnstown, O., Dee. 15. 
Fire in the projection room of the 
Dorsey theatre here last Wednesday 
| (9) destroyed ail of the film. rhe | 
| operator, Raymond Scovell, escaped | 


| with singed hair just before the 
ifilm exploded. Steel fire doors con- 
| fined the blaze to the projection 


room and the large audience 
evacuated safely. 

Smoke and poisonous gas fumes 
hampered the fire department, which 
estimated several hundred dollars 
Oss. 


was 


— 


Theatre Couldn’t Open 


Fort Wayne, Ind., Dec. 15. 
Opening of a new picture house 





vented last week by joint action of 
ithe fire and building depts. The 
|building in which the theatre was 


ito be located was not properly 
lequipped with exits, and state regu- 
jlations concerning fire walls and 
| other Safeguards had not been met. 
| 

Cincinnati, Dec. 15. 


An echo of the Boston night club 
fire disaster sounded here Saturday 
}(12) when fire department inspec- 
|tors charged exhibs operating five 
nabes in the downtown section with 
|violations of the city building coue 
governing exit lights and bolts on 
doors. 
| Theatres involved are the Empire. 
|Elm, State, Queen Ann and the Vic 
tor. Penalties range fror $5 tc 
$500. 





Da Pron’s Hotfoot 





Hollywood, Dee. 15. 
One of the busiest men in Holly- 
‘s Da Pron, dance di- 


theatre, Brooklyn, for an injunction| rector at Universal, who is creating 


| ’ 


and damages against Randforce| hoofing routines for three pict ; 
Amus. Corp. Louis Frisch, Sam! and playing a hell 2 ie in ‘Solid 
Rinzier William Yost, 20th-Fox,| Senders’ all at the same t me ae 
Warne Paran nt, RKO and U1 His d } 

versal]. I lant e ed w ‘Se ’ Isle of Rom; e’ a d ‘H 
sonopoly in the Brooklyn area. |My Guy.’ 


in the rolling mill district was pre- | 





Studio Contracts 








— 





| 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

| Gunther Fritsch inked shorts di- 
lrector contract at Metro. 

Billie Seward signed by 20th-Fox. 

David Bruce shifted from Warners 
to Universal under a new player con- 
tract. 

Mike Simmons inked pact to script 
| short subjects at Metro. 

James Stangier handed 
writing ticket by 20th-Fox. 

Jennifer Holt'’s player ticket re- 
newed at Universal. 

John Hubbard inked new two-pic- 
ture pact with Republic. 

Basil Dickey signed to write se- 
rials at Republic. 

Mary McLeod drew player con- 
tract at Metro. 

Belita, ice skater, signed five-year 
player ticket at Monogram. 

Shirley Patterson’s player option 
lifted by Columbia. 


Skouras Would Restrain 


Firm With Similar Name 
From ‘Unfair’ Competish 


acreen 








Skouras Theatre Corp., on Friday 
(10) filed suit for an injunction to 


damages against Scouras Holding 
Corp. and John Scouras in N. Y. 
superme court. 

Skouras Corp. in its complaint 
alleges that the defendants, because 
of the similarity in names, is un- 
fairly competing with them. Skouras 
claims that it has 68 theatres in the 
metropolitan area and that the de- 
fendants plan to open theatres in the 
same sector. 

The defendants filed their certifi- 
cate of incorporation in May, 1942. 


WURTZEL’S FORECAST 


Vet Producer’s Emphasis On Stories 
And Femme Casts 
Envisioning a swing over to a 
greater dependance on strong screen 
stories, as well as the use of new 
talent and more girls as a means 
of overcoming the loss of male stars, 
Sol M. Wurtzel, veteran executive 
producer with 20th-Fox, in N. Y. for 
home-office huddles, expressed op- 
timism over the ability of the in- 
dustry to handle the man-power 
problem resulting from the war. He 
has been in town for about two 
weeks and plans returning to Holly- 
wood over the weekend. Wurtzel 
pointed to the manner in which the 
VU. S. film business had overcome 
other difficult problems in the past 
as forecasting ability to handle the 

manpower situation. 
The inventory setup at the studios 
now permits a sufficient backlog of 














year, which wiil allow most com- 
panies about 12 months to adapt 
themselves to the new situation, he 
said. By that time, most producers 
hope to have developed new talent, 
adopted stories requiring less em- 
phasis on younger male players or 
changed over to more stress on the 
story, according to Wurtzel. He 
cited ‘Cry Havoc’ and ‘Dough Girls’ 
as illustrating how stories with large 
femme casts can fill the gap. 























America’s Top Humorists 


including 

Fred Allen 
Milton Berle 
George Jessel 
Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Gypsy Rose Lee 
Groucho Marx 
Ward Morehouse 

J. C. Nugent 
| Louis Sobol 

H. Allen Smith 


Jerome Weidman 


Will be among the editorial 
features of 





‘Show Business 
at War’ 
theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 


of 
VARIETY 





restrain use of the name and, for} 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


The possibility that it will be necessary to ‘curtail motion picture the- 
atres’ and to make a further cut in railroad travel, in order to get fuel 
oi] into homes, was mentioned by William Boyd, Jr., of the American 
Petroleum Industry Committee, in an interview with Earl Godwin on 
‘Watch the World Go By’ over the Blue web Dec. 11. Boyd did not seem 
to think the outlook for sufficient oil and gasoline in the east was too 
bright, even when the pipe line from Texas to Illinois is completed (a 
month’s delay of the scheduled opening this week was announced) and 
a second ‘parallel’ line was installed. He repeated that every possible 
building and home should ‘convert to coal.’ 








Charlie Chaplin told a N. Y. Times man he was marked for assasination 
by a Japanese military clique in Tokyo in 1932, in explaining his hurried 
departure from the Jap capital at that time. Chaplin asserted he owes 
his life to the fact that the night he was scheduled to be slain he attended 
a wrestling match with a son of Premier Tsuyoski Inukai. 

The object of killing him, Chaplin said, was to further foment war 
between Japan and the United States. The night the Black Dragon So- 
ciety of Tokyo invaded the Premier’s home and murdered him, Chaplin 
attended the wrestling match with the Premier’s son. This was in May 
1932. Chaplin further asserts when his name was found on a murder list 
prepared by the terrorists he fled Japan. 





Walter Wanger authored an article ‘Hollywood and the Intellectuals, 
in the Dee. 5 issue of The Saturday Review of Literature, in which he 
cited the great value of motion pictures during wartime. In this he 
pointed up the vast value of instructive and propaganda films. 





Passing of Helen Westley makes the third great character actress to 
die in recent weeks. May Robson and Edna May Oliver were the other 
two distinguished thespians of stage, screen and radio. 


Fox’s N.Y. Office Party ‘RUDD 


eros sO EMR Ee oer ot aed ‘ eet “ 
All executives of 20th-Fox home 
office, Movietone News and N. Y. 
exchange will be hosted by company 
at a Christmas party in the main 
ballroom at the Astor hotel next 
Thursday afternoon (24), Spyros 
Skouras, Tom Connors and other top 
executives will be on the receiving 





th ae 


McNUTT AT WMC 


The pattern 
freezing of jobs, 





covering wartime 
which was placed 


line. 
Xavier Cugat’s orchestra and/| into effect for some 660,000 workers 
other entertainment in charge of| jin the Detroit zone last week and 


Jack Partington, of the Roxy the- 
atre, will be part of program. Sim- 
ilar parties are being arranged in 22 
branch offices. 


Shorty Fleming Put 
On 3 Yr. Probation; 


Kaufman Trial On 


shortly is to be applied nationally by 
Paul V. McNutt, head of the War 
Manpower Commission in Washing- 
ton, was devised during the first 
World War by Ralph W. Budd, exec- 
utive of Warner Bros. 

Budd, now in charge of the per- 
sonnel department of WB, was 
superintendent of the U. S. Employ- 
ment Service for the Waterbury, 
Conn., district Word War I 
was being waged. He is now work- 
ing on procedures that can be ap- 
plied to the picture industry when 
and if This 
secret so far. 

When he was with the U. S. Em- 
ployment Service, Budd originated 
what became known as the Water- 
bury plan which was credited with 
reducing labor turnover by 200% 
in 1918. 


Budd submitted details of the sys- 








when 
Newark, Dec. 15. 

James (Shorty) Fleming was sen- 
tenced by Judge Van Riper to serve 
six months in the Essex County 
penitentiary, but sentence was sus- 
pended. Fleming was put on proba- 
tion for three years. He is to make 
restitution as provided by the pro- 
bation office. He was charged with 
being a job payoff man for Louis 
Kaufman, business agent of the Mo- 
tion Picture Operators’ Union, Local 
244. 

Trial of the latter is slated to end 


necessary. remains a 





pictures to carry over for nearly a | has indicated. Suit, now pending for 


| 
} 





| 








tem he invented to McNutt last July 
and was told that his plan was being 
studied and very likely would be put 
into effect as a current war measure. 

The formula originated by Budd 
more than 25 years ago embraced a 
series of reports, records and the 
like to be used by the U. S. Employ- 


this week, Vice-Chancellor Bigelow 


more than a year, is being brought 
by an insurgent group of union mem- 
bers which seeks to oust Kaufman 
and six of his aides and have a re- 
ceiver appointed to supervise a new 
election, Kaufman and his cabinet/ ment Service, as well as by employ- 
are charged with violating a 1936 | ers and employees. Data for record- 
Chancery Court degree prohibiting | ing included daily reports on newly- 
strong-arm management tactics. employed, those going out, card in- 

stiaaeticiate - dexing of workers and their em- 
} ployment record; authorization cer- 
tificates and cards for employers and 
workers to permit rehiring through 
| the plant’s employment office only; 
cards, credential on 





New By-Laws Protect 
a -_ e Ty ™~ . - 
WB Officials Vs. Suits 
A resolution to amend the by-laws | certification 
of Warner Bros., indemnifying any 
official) of the company against lia- 
bility under suits which name them | 
as individuals, was passed at the 


| + 
g employ, etc. 
The Budd plan proved highly ef- 
fective in the first World War in 
holding workers to one job, averting 


i€avin 


annual stockholders’ meeting held | continual traveling around in search 
Monday (14) in Wilmington, Del. | of something better 
This action follows at a somewhat 


Before coming to Warners, Budd 
also was active in’ detective agency 
and stockholder actions that were wor. He was for Severs: owe 
brought seeking to make officials of | —— of Wyckoff, N. J, " job that 
| , ... | did not interfere with his Warner 
Warners personally responsible for duti 
jextortion money handed out. Simi- ——- 
jlar suits were brought against other 
film companies. 
| At the annual meeting in Wil- 
|mingion, five directors whose terms 
\expire Dec. 31, were reelected. They 
boy Stanleigh P. Friedman, v-p. and 
attorney; Joseph H. Hazen, v-p. and 


late date on the heels of the George 
E. Browne-Willie Bioff convictions 


Theatres Lose N. Y. Test 
To Stop Bingo, Screeno 





|member of the legal staff: Samuel Supreme Court Justice John F. 
|Carlisle, assistant treasurer; Morris , Carew last Thursday (10) denied the 
IVT o) hi aInhia 2 > + — P . 

| Wolf, Philadelphia attorney repre-| motion of attorney Jack London, 


jsenting Warners there; and Charles 
|S. Guggenheimer, banker, 

Terms of other board members 
ihave another year to go and include 
'Harry M., Jack L. and Major Albert 





representing 27 theatre operators, to 
| restrain Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia 
and Police Commissioner Lewis 
| Valentine from stopping bingo and 


Warner, Joe Bernhard, Waddill | screeno games in New York the- 
;Catchings and Robert W. Perkins. | aires. 
Election of officers of WB for the Judge Carew ruled ‘Games mus 
g year will be held late today pped some day and this is as 
Wed ——- >» niene » thé haned nf : ’ if. } 
(wed,) inaer plans, by the board of s00Q a day as any. London indi- 


; directors. No changes are expected. “td appeal the decision. 


eee. ‘ 























eters. ‘ 























Wednesday, December 16, 


1942 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 7 





Tax Consultant in 


Convicted by 


IATSE Mess 
N. Y. Federal Jury 








After deliberating an hour, a N. Y. 
federal district court jury late yes- 
terday (15) convicted Martin A. 
Hirsch, 47, tax consultant, of Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., who was placed on trial 
on charges of perjuring himself to 


frustrate an inquiry into funds of 
the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees. Hirsch 


faces a maximum sentence of five 
years in prison, plus a fine of $2,000. 
On motion of Boris Kostelanetz, as- 
sistant U. S. attorney, Judge Alfred 
C. Coxe, who presided at the trial, 
granted a motion to defer sentence 
until Dec. 28. 

‘Hirsch can be of great assistance 
in the film industry racketeer in- 
vestigation,’ Kostenanetz explained 
to the court. 

Testimony 
trial showed 


two-day 
former 


during the 
that Hirsch, a 


U. S. Treasury Department agent, 
had been convicted and jailed tor 
four months back in 1920 for a $10 


extortion involving an income tax- 
payer. It was further disclosed that 
he had posted bail of $100,000 for 
Arthur ‘Tootsie’ Herbert, chicken 
market racketeer. 

Hirsch was described by Kostel- 


a snighear baths ang in 
ee FF ats 


Circella, better known as Nick Dean, 
former agent of the IATSE. 


He said the false statement attrib- 
uted to Hirsch concerned his disposi- 
tion of the $15,000 that was returned 


to him after $19,000 had been de- 
ducted by the Government to cover 
a fine imposed on Dean. Latter 


pleaded guilty to extortion charges. 

Case is outgrowth of Federal 
grand jury’s IATSE investigation and 
subsequent conviction of George E. 
Browne and Willie Bioff for extort- 
ing large amounts of money from 
the film industry. 
defendant in case. 


SOPEG AND PAR 
NEGOTIATING 





between the Screen | 
Office & Professional Employees 
Guild and Paramount, covering 
white-collarites in the Par home- 
office and music subsidiaries, will 
begin tomorrow (Thursday) in New 
York. This follows a preliminary 
session for a few minutes, held last 
week, at which union and Par rep- 
resentatives met each other. 

While demands of SOPEG have 
not been made public, it is expected 
that a minimum 10 increase, retro- 
active to last spring, will be made. 
plus provisions for severance pay, as 
obtained from other majors 

Arthur Israel, Jr., executive 
sistant to Barney Balaban, president 
of the company, and Paul Raibourn, 
head of the statistical department 
who handles certain exec matters 
also for Balaban, will represent 
Par in the negotiations. Dave 
Golden, president of SOPEG, and 
Bill Phiel, organizer, will sit in for 
SOPEG. 

SPOEG Elects New Slate 

First general election since its or- 
Sanization, a year ago, found the fol- 
lowing officers elected to lead the 
Screen Office & Professional Em 
ployees Guild for the coming year 

President, Sidney Young of 20th- 
Fox; v.p., Anne Mathews, of Colum- 
bia; secretary- Wesley Wy- 
coff, 20th-Fox; recording secretary, 
Grace Walsh, of RKO: sergeant-at- 
arms, Luke Stager, Fox. 


Negotiations 


as- 


treasurer, 


The two organizers, David Golden | 


and Ellen Davidson, 


were reelected. 


‘Birthday’ Ist Tinter 





For Lubitsch at 20th 





Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Ernst Lubitsch will produce his 
first Technicolor picture in ‘Birth- 
day,’ 
at 20th-Fox. Studio now has five 
tinters on its future slate in addi- 
tion to two in work. 

Besides ‘Birthday,’ the future 
colored films are ‘Tin Fish,’ ‘Green- 
wich Village, ‘Sweet Rosie O’Grady’ 
and ‘Bird of Paradise.’ In produc- 
ti n are ‘Coney Island’ and ‘Hello, 
Frisco, Hello,’ 


Dean was a third | 


slated to roll late in January | 


Seton Miller, Producer 


Hollywood, Dee, 15. 

Paramount signed Seton I. Miller, 
former scripter, to a producer-writer 
contract and gave him his choice of 
six stories for his first production 
job. 

Miller’s last writing chore was 
‘Heart of the City,’ produced by 
Lester Cowan. 


U WINS CAIN’S 
PLAGIARISM 
SUIT 








Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
James R. Cain lost his plagiarism 
suit against Universal when the Fed- 
ruled 





| er at sat, 


ged 
se a Poy (Pb mine igs Oh lene et, 50% gx, 


| Comes’ was not lifted from his book, 
nade.’ The judge overruled the 
studio’s contentions that Cain’s book 
| is not amenable to copyright because 
it is immoral and sacrilegious. 
Another ruling by Judge Leon R. 
Yankwich stated the scenarist is 
| responsible for the story of a picture 
| up to the time of two years after the 
| film’s last release. Contended by de- 
fense attorneys it is now more than 
two years since the script was writ- 
|ten, which exempted the scenarist 
'under the statute of limitations. 








| Haysites. Meet Thurs. 
| Meeting of the Motion Picture 
iederncaeng & Distributors Assn. di- 
originally scheduled for 
last Dec. 9, will be held tomorrow 
(Thursday). Charles F. Coe, MPPDA 
vice-president, arrived in N. Y. yes- 
|terday (Tuesday) for the session. 
Besides passing on the MPPDA 
budget for 1943, selection of an in- 
dustry public relations spokesman to 
| All the spot vacated by Eddie Rod- 
| dan, now in the service, and the 
imatter of several public relations 
| representatives in the field may come 
up for consideration. 


| rectorate, 


that the studio’s!! 


es “Gistributols. 





Now What’ll We Call It 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

‘Forever Yours,’ the Deanna Dur- 
bin starrer at Universal, washed up 
its production schedule after five 
months of shooting. 

Now the studio is hunting a new 
title for releasing purposes. There 
is a legal technicality in the clear- 
ance of ‘Forever Yours.’ 


BLUMENFELD-McNERNEY 
WORKING OUT WB DEAL 


Joe Blumenfeld and D. J. McNer- 
ney, operators of the Blumenfeld cir- 
cuit in the San Francisco area which 
is in hot competition with Fox-West 
Coast, were in New York during the 
past week seeking to set up a film 
deal with Warners to cover Oakland, 
where the circuit now has three 
theatres. 

It appears that while Blumenfeld 
closed for the first group of five War- 
ner pictures this season, the com- 
pany sold the second baich, under a 
better deal, to the F-WC chain, The 
third group of five from Warners is 
in negotiation and so far as Blumen- 
feld is concerned remains under dis- 
cussion, 

From the Warner side, it appears 
that the sale of film in the San Fran- 
cisco area is a question of the best 
possible terms as well as outlet; same 
Rg, Seco ws: Pe SD ww Sete Naa diel 


Rite roe 











Warners, who formerly had sold all 
of F-WC, turned over its product to 
the Blumenfeld chain three years 
ago when it was having a product 
fuss with the F-WC people. Blumen- 
feld string was then smaller than it 
is now. At present, with recent 
takeover of the T. & D. theatre in 
Oakland, it has 23 houses. 





U Sells Two to F-WC 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Pantages-Hillstreet combo is so 
loaded with future bookings that 
Universal, whose pictures the houses 


received, have waived ‘Arabian 
Nights’ and ‘Pittsburgh.’ 
A deal was immediately closed 


with Fox-West Coast, filling three- 
day date at Chinese, State and Ritz. 


Garfield Farmed Out 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


John Garfield, recently suspended 
by Warners, goes back on the pay- 
roll as a loanout to co-star with 
Maureen O’Hara in ‘The Fallen 
Sparrow’ at RKO. 

Robert Fellowes produces, Wallace 
directs, starting early in January. 





Further Cut in Gas 


Allowances 


May Bring About Extra Exchanges 





Take a humorous journey 
with 


Al Jolson 


on his entertainment treks to 
U. S. servicemen’s overseas bases 


in 
‘Show Business 


at War’ 
theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 
of 


ARIETY 
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STUDIO UNIONS 
PLEDGE NO 
STRIKES 


pt ete 
PRR OAH ET de TE Sr. ane *» 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Resolution banning all strikes in 
the film industry for the duration 
was adopted by the Conference of 
Studio Unions through the medium 
of endorsing a no-strike policy of 
the AFL. The IATSE will arbitrate 


disputes and the Conference wili use 
Government agencies in settling 
controversies with studios. 

Both organizations control nearly 
20,000 studio workers. The few indie 
organizations not represented have 
no-strike clauses in their contracts 
with producers. 


‘Cover’ Credits Cohn 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


For the first time in a long period 
Harry Cohn is assigning personal 
producer credit to himself in the 
forthcoming Columbia picture, ‘Cover 
Girl.’ 

Rita Hayworth starrer is being 
hustled through the writing mill for 
early production, with Paul Gangelin 
and Marion Parsonnet scripting 
Erwin Gelsey’s story. 
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| that, 
|; towns not penetrated by 


| has been burning up a car a 


A problem ever since gas rationing 
began in 16 eastern states earlier 
this year, the 25% reduction in the 
allowance to holders of the ‘A’ cards, 
effective @Nov. 22 and _ extension 
of the gas restrictions to the entire 
country recently are creating plenty 
of alarm in distribution quarters. 

Situation is so acute with traveling 
by salesmen now cut by 50% and 
more that reported distribs may be 
forced to open extra exchanges, re- 
ducing the size of territories. 

While salesmen are reported to 
have been chiseling as much as they 
could up to now, in order to keep 
their cars rolling, even in covering 
smaller territories such as around 
New York, it has recently become al- 
most impossible to get renewals of 
‘C’ cards. This has left the Alm 
peddlers with only ‘A’ and ‘B’ cards, 
entitling them to eight gallons a 
week, Together with the new cut 
under the ‘A’ cards from four to 
three gallans weekly and indications 
that ‘C’ cards are out for all sellers 
in the future, it appears that ex- 


oe Daten fevghirdcmncalalgcare AAAS Cplytersenrtpormtentrtasce 


ne Fe 


BeKl OPT AD VOU Rak’ 
in the past. 


Further Cuts 

While on the one hand it is re- 
ported in industry quarters that the 
Office of Price Administration may 
relax on gasoline for salesmen, on 
the other hand Saul Herzog, attor- 
ney for the Eastern States Gasoline 
Dealers Conference. predicts an 
even further reduction from the al- 
lowance under ‘A’ and ‘B’ cards as 
of Dec. 1. 

A proposal is said to have peen 
that the OPA allow gas sales to sales- 
men of all kinds that would roll a 
car 7,000 miles on the year or an 
allowance of 65% of the amount 
used last year, whichever is smaller. 
This would help somewhat, should 
it go through. There are over 700,- 
000 traveling salesmen in the United 
States. 

As present, under the 


Ceoucars’ “as 


‘A’ and ‘B’ 


ecards, entitling salesmen to seven 
gallons weekly, the peddler can 
travel only around 105 miles a 


week, based upon getting 15 miles 
to the gallon. Many in the past have 
traveled more than that in one day. 


Question of any further allow- 
ance in gas for sellers brings up the 
matter of whether the recipient is 
a salesman who's considered dealing 
in essential selling for the war ef- 
fort. A man peddling merchandise 
required in the war effort or for de- 


} 


is one thing while 


fense manufacture 
a salesman handling film or an ex- 
ploitation man is anothe: 
May Mean Larger Blocks 
Probiem may result in the selling 
of larger blocks than five, as being 
pursued by some distributors, so that 


it will not be necessary to cover ac- 
counts as often. However, even in 
|eovering given territories superfi- 


| cially, the car problem is a grevious 
one. 

Pointed out that in such large ter- 
ritories as those sold out of ex- 


changes in Boston, Atlanta, Minneap- 
olis, Dallas and Salt Lake City, 
salesmen will not be able to scratch 
the surface by automobile with the 
Dec. 1 rationing blanketing the entire 
country. This also goes for e — a- 
tion men, many of whom cov seV- 


| eral exchange zones. 


Trains and buses, now being used 


| to some extent along the eastern sea- 
| board and elsewhere, 


will have to be 


relied upon in much greater meas- 
ure, but, due to the heavy trans- 
portation load now being carried, 


many difficulties crop up in that di- 


| rection, also, 


Additionally, in the larger, less- 
populated exchange zones, railroad 
|} and bus service is not as extensive 
as in other parts of the country, even 
if seats can be obtained. Not only 
but there are many smaller 
railroads, 
other service 
This will 


and dubious bus or 
must be depended upon. 


men in many cases forced to lay over 
in various towns rather than be able 
to go on to the next, as they would 
in their cars when able to light out 


| for another town at will. 


The average salesman in the past 
year, 
with result the wear and tear on the 
gas buggies, notably tires, already 
has a lot of them in questionable 


Operating snap 
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FIFTH DAY BIGGER THAN THE FIRST! 


with 
James M. iggoi 

and Migéel Rojifisky 
Commentaty by Thomus Lennon 
A MAYFAIR PRODUCTION 





Released thru UNITED. ARTIST 


World : Premiere Engagement 
Breaks Every Record at the 


Stone 


B Princess Theatre, Montreal! 


FRANK 


“BRING 'EM BACK ALIVE”) 


presents 


Bo Dae 
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Rockies’-Jurgens Hefty $40,000 
Leader in Offish Chi; ‘Nightmare’ 
Oke 136, Agent-Vanities Fine 196 





Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Old Man Weather, gasoline restric- 
tions and increased Christmas shop- 
ping are walloping receipts all over 
the loop. Weekend business, former- 
ly terrific, has tapered off in the past 
two weeks. Dick Jurgens band, a 
favorite here, at the Chicago, is 
keeping ‘Springtime In Rockies’ up 
in the money with $40,000, big for 
this time of year. 

Earl Carroll's 
will help the Oriental 
with ‘Underground Agent’ 
the bill. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200: 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Tish’ (M-G) and ‘Cairo’ (M-G). 
Fair $4,000. Last week, ‘Thunder 
Birds’ (20th) and ‘Girl Trouble’ 
(20th) (2d wk), ditto. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Springtime in Rockies’ (20th) and 
Dick Jurgens band. Big $40,000. Last 
week, ‘Major and Minor’ (Par) and 
Lawrence Welk’s orchestra (2d wk), 


great $39,000. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 


ese 


do $19,000 
sharing 





L: ast 
and 
sad 


Mild $5. 500. 
(Par) 
(Col), 


tgtcotee = 
ar), 

‘Forest Rangers’ 

Espionage’ 


week, 
‘Counter 
$3,000. 

Oriental (Iroquois) 
44-55)—‘Underground Agent’ 
and Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities of 
unit on stage. Headed for trim $19.- 
000 or near. Last week, ‘Boss Big 
Town’ (PRC) and Dick Stabile’s 
orch, good $18,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500: 33-44-66-75) 
—‘Nightmare’ (U) and ‘It Comes Up 
Love’ (U). Okay $13,000. Last week 
‘Here We Go’ (RKO) and ‘Falcon’s 
Brother’ (RKO), fair $11,500 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 35-55-65- 
75)—Gentleman Jim’ (WB) (2d wk) 
Fine $16,000. Last week, excellent 
$18,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 
65-75) —‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) 
wk). Nice $14,000. Last week. 
$17,500. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 
45-65-75 )—‘White Cargo’ (M-G) 
wk). Good $13,000. Last week 
$15,000. 

Woods (Essaness) 
75)—‘Can’t Escape 
and ‘Secret Enemies’ 
$7.000. Last week, ‘Sin 
and ‘Eyes of Underworld’ 
$7,200. 


(3,200: 28-33- 
(Col) 


35-55- 
(Sth 


200 


35- 
(3d 
good 


(1,200: 
Forever’ 
(WB) 
Town’ 
(U). st 


33-44-55 

(WB) 
Oke 
{ U ) 


ruil 


‘That Woman’-Ann Corio 
Rugged $11,000 in K. C- 
‘White Cargo’ Bis 136 


Kansas City, Dec. 15 
Mileage rationing has not yet 
dented biz here but the big snow di 
Midland, with ‘White Cargo,’ is lead 
ing the field Tower, with ‘That 
Other Woman’ and both Ann Corio 
and Cecelia Parker in person 


cinches the second spot. 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire, Uptown and Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest) (820, 2.043 and 700: 
11-35-50)—‘Thunder Birds’ (20th) 
Lusty $9,500. Last week, ‘Spring- 


time Rockies’ (20th) (2d wk), pleas- 
ant $8.000 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500: 11-35-50 

‘White Cargo’ (M-G)Y and ‘Counfei 
Espionage’ (Col). Big $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) 
‘Blondie Victorv’ (Col) (2d wk) 
snappy $10,000. — 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 11 
35-50)—‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) (3d 


wk). Strong $8,500 to follow hefty 
$12,000 second round. 
Orpheum (RKO) 
—‘Washington Slept 
and ‘Spy Ship’ (WB). 
Last week, ‘Seven 


(1,600; 11-35-50) 
Here’ cw B) 
Fine $10,000 
Days Leave’ 


(2d wk), nice $7,000. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,110: 
50)—‘That Other Woman’ (20th) with 
Ann Corio and Cecelia Parker on 
stage. Excellent $11,000. Last week. 
‘Moonlight Havana’ (U) and ‘Youth 
Parade’ (Rep) with vaude, satisfac- 
tory $7,500. 


Storm Socks Prov. Biz 
But Hedy Hefty $17.0 


Providence, Dec. 15. 
What started out as a nifty week- 
end was knocked into a cocked hat 





With season’s bi ggest snowfall, an 
srosses suffered all around. Loew's 
“4 <— ‘ — - : . 

State’s White Cargo looms bigges! 


1943° | te : 
j ies’ (20th) (2d run), 


11-35- | 


+ 





‘Vanities of 1243’, 


' and 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


|} week). 
| nearly 


| 
| 







(Col) | Hand’ 


i week, 





“OUR UNSUNG HEROES— 
The War Correspondents’ 
by 
Quentin Reynolds 


(Famed Colliers Reporter) 


Will be an added feature in 


‘Show Business 


at War’ 
theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











followed 
‘Gentleman Jim.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,300: 30-40-50)— 
‘Seven Days Leave’ (RKO) and ‘Fal- 
con's Brother’ (RKO). Looking 
snappy with $10,000. Last week, 


avu so hece:- st,’ 


is by 


Majestic’s 


b 
and ‘Seatterscod Survives } 
(RKO) (lst wk) nifty $7,000. 


Cariton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 30-40- 
50)—'Washington Slept Here’ (WB) 
and ‘Hidden Hand’ (WB) (2d run). 
Hurt by storm but still good at 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Springtime Rock- 
ditto. 

(2,000; 29-39-50)— 
Shanghai’ (U) and 
vaude. Nice $7,000 Last week, 
‘Yank Libya’ (PRC) and Marcus 
unit on Big $8,000. 
(Fay) (2,000; 30-40-50) 

Jim’ (WB). In the 
nifty $16,000. Last week, 

Slept Here’ (WB) and 
(WB), same. 


(Indie) (3,200: 


WK) 
der’ 


Fay’s (Indie) 
‘Half Way to 


in 
stage 
a pag 
‘Gentleman 
groove for 
‘Washington 
‘Hidden Hand’ 
Metropolitan 


‘So’s Your Aunt Emma’ (Mono) 
and Charlie Barnet orch on stage. 
Only fair $6,000, in three days. Last 
week, ‘Man’s World’ (Col) plus] 
‘Bombshells’ unit. Frank Sinatra on | 
stage. good $7,500 for same run, 

Plavhouse (Indie) (2.200; 30-40-50) 

‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) and | 
Spirit Stanford’ (Col) (third down- 
town wk). Sky-high $12,000. Last 
week. ‘Glass Key’ (Par) and ‘Powder 
Town’ (RKO) (2d run), good $5,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 30-40-50)— 
‘White Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Boogie 
Man Get You’ (Col). Hefty $17,000. | 
Last week. ‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). good $12,000 

Strand | (Indie) (2.000: 30-40-50) 
Mrs. Wiggs’ (Par) and ‘Agents Meet 
Qui en (Cc 1). Fair $5,000. Last week, | 
Road to Mot yweco’ (Par) and ‘Spirit 
St inford’ (Col) (2d wk), knockout | 


$10.000 


BETTE DAVIS 
1G, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Dec. 15 
‘Now, Voyager’ is the best coin- 
getter currently, at the Great Lakes, 
i uugh ‘White Cargo’ is getting 
ib 1e same money at the larger 
Buff Hipp, playing ‘Road to 
Viorocce’ fer the third frame dewn- 
s still wing much stamina 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) 3,500 35-55) 
‘White Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘That 
Other Woma (20th). Stout $15,- 
000. Last week, ‘Road to Morocco’ 
(Par) and ‘Live On Danger’ (Par) 


L 
) 


(2d wk), great takings at $14.000 for 
h oldove! 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) and ‘Hidden 
(WB). Bright $15,000. Last 
‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) and 
‘Apache Trail’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
strong $14,000 or near. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 35-55)—‘Road 
to Morocco’ (Par) and ‘Live On 
Danger’ (Par) (third downtown 

Still great in Buffalo at 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Married 
a Witch’ (UA) and ‘Wildcat’ (Par), 
fine at nearly $9,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) 
Espionage’ 


(3,300: 35-50) 
(Col) =~ 


—Counter 
‘Daring Young Man’ (Col), Sad 
$6.500. Last week. ‘Who Done It?’ 
(U) and ‘Great Impersonation’ (U) 
(2d wk), strong $9,000 on holdover. 
20th Century (Ind.) (3.000: 35-55) 
Can't Escape Forever’ (WB) and 
, ’ Fortres WB Oke at 
$8,500 Last week Once 
foneymo RKO) ar ‘Men 
Sk RKO) (2d wk), brisk $8,000. 


Tr 


30-55) | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 17 


Astor—‘For Me and My Gal’ 
(M-G) (9th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Sept. 9 


Capitol—‘Journey for Margaret’ 
(M-G). 


(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Oct. 28 
Criterion—‘Who Done It?’ (U) 
(3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 4) 


Globe—‘We Are the Marines’ 
(20th) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ 
Holly woed—‘Casablanca’ 
(4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 2) 
Music Hall—‘Random Harvest’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 25) 
Paramount—‘Road to Morocco’ 
(Par) (6th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Sept. 7) 
Rialto—‘Cat People’ (RKO) (34 
week). 


Dec. 9) 
(WB) 


(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 18) 
Rivoli—‘Palm Beach Story’ 
(Par) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 4) 
Roxy—‘Life Begins at 8:30 
(20th) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 9) 


Strand—‘F lying Fortress’ (WB)? 
(18). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 
Week of Dec. 24 
Astor—‘For Me and My Gal’ 
(M-G) (10th week). 
Capitol—‘In Which We Serve’ 


15) 


bo seseee re 


(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Oct. 7) 
Globe—-‘Jacare’ (U) (26). 
Holly wood— ‘Casablanca’ (WB) 


(5th week). 
Music Hall—‘Random Harvest’ 
(M-G) (2d week). 
Paramount—‘Road to Morocco’ 
(Par) (7th week). 





Roxy—'‘The Black Swan’ (20th) 

(23). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Oct. 21) 
Strand—‘Yankee Doodle Dan- 
| dy’ (WB) (25). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3 


‘Iceland’ Warm $8,500 
Despite Monit’'l’s Cold 














Montre i! Dex 15 

Pre-Xmas shopping is making a 
dent here. Ice Show Saturday and 

also held down business 
| Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700: 30-45-62) 
| ‘Ieeland’ (20th). Good $8,500. Last 
| week, ‘Forest. Rangers’ (Par) (2d 
| wk), fair $5,500. 
| Capitol (CT) (2.700; 30-45-62)— 
|‘? Day Leave’ (RKO) and ‘Falcon 
|Takes Over’ (RKO). Aiming for 
good $8,000. Last week, ‘Here Go 
| Again’ (RKO) and ‘Highway By 
i Night’ (RKO), $7,800 

Loew’s (CT) (2.800: 35-53-67 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th) (2d wk). Point- 
ng good $6,000 after socko $10,( 000 
last week. 

Princess (CT) (2.300: 30-40-52 
‘Street Chance’ (Par) and Aldri 
Editor’ (Par) N S4 ) La 
week, ‘Jacare’ (UA) anf ‘H 
(UA), fine $5,000 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60) 
‘Silver Queen’ (UA) (2d wk). Good 
enough $2,500 aha fine $3.800 la 
week 

St. Denis (France-Film 2 500 
30-40)—‘Marius’ and ‘Fanny Sad 
$3,500 curently but will be held ove 
Last week, ‘Mark Richard, Espior 
and ‘Enfant de Troupe,’ fair $4,000 





| 








Le tO Se Reet 





000 on the 


Cold, Newspaper Strike Dent B way 
But ‘Lovelier’ 2d, 826, ‘Life Begins 
48G; ‘Palm Beach Story’ 206, Lean 





Sudden cold snap in New York 
Sunday (13), with a snowstorm leav- 
ing icy streets in its wake, held down 
the take that day in Broadway thea- 
tres. Business Monday (14) was also 
‘way off, due, in part, to continued 
cold. but more importantly, in the 
opinion of managers, to the delivery 
men’s strike that took all daily news- 
papers off the stands excepting PM. 

Theatres immediately bought what- 
ever stray time was available on the 
air to plug shows, while the Par, reg- 
ularly on the radio for some time, 
quickly planted ads in Brooklyn, 
Harlem and other nearby New York 
sheets. While PM lists current at- 
tractions, the paper does not accept 
advertising. 

Holdovers are in the majority, this 
plus the fact new entries of the week 
are not socko, having the effect of 
keeping the total down sharply. Ad- 
ditionally, Christmas shopping is tak- 
ing its customary toll 

Of the new films, ‘Life Begins at 
8:30" is the best, but that’s not saying 
a lot. Playing the Roxy, it finished 
its first seven days last nigkt (Tues- 
day) at $48,000, rather sturdy, and 
goes another week, 

‘Dal . Sr = 

Rivoh. 
end that way at under $20,000 on the 
first stanza. Holds, however. In still 
poorer shape is ‘Seven Days Leave,’ 
which will be only about $13,000 at 
the Capitol and thus gets only one 
week, with ‘Journey for Margaret’ 
replacing tomorrow (Thursday). 

Strongest among holdies are ‘Road 
to Morocco,’ today (Wednesday) be- 
ginning its sixth Paramount round, 
and ‘You Were Never Lovelier,’ 
which winds up its second tonight 
(Wednesday) at the Music Hall and 
will not go further. 

‘Morocco,’ with 
man band on the 


the Woody Her- 
stage, topped $46,- | 
fifth week concluded last | 
ig) (Tuesday), very good, while 
Lovelier’ looks like suitable $82,000 
mn the blowoff stanza. Hall brings in 
idom Harvest’ tomorrow morning 
" a: ay ) 


‘Rat 
(Th 
‘Gi tia ‘man Jim,’ 


now in its third 
k at the Strand, with Glen Gray 
the rostrum, goes an additional 


I 
lay and on the eight will get $35,C00 


yr close, okay. ‘Flying Fortress’ will 
ye a One-weeker starting Friday (18) 
At the run Hollywood, ‘Casablanca’ 


is holding up satisfactorily, appearing 


started Cat weakly and will 









| 


about $22,000 this stanza, its third. 
It remains through the holidays. 

The second-run State is proceed- | 
ing at a mild pace with ‘Flying | 
Tigers’ and a vaude bill headed by 
Cro and Dunn. Indications point 
to no more than about $19.000 

Globe is doing well with ‘We Are 
he Marines’ at $11,000 and will hold | 
it over, bringing in ‘Jacare’ on Sat- | 
irda (26), backed by a big cam- | 
pai TI will be the first date 
fo the a Levey productior 

Hi weve! + 

‘adv opened i vo Canad 

va ve st enti 


age penne for This Week 


Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 55-65- $1 10) 
‘Me and Ms Gal ’ (M-G) (9th wk) 
O the eight stanza, up fast night 
. y) slir ped ty 3] 2 600 
D a ly sti *k thi ugNn Chri t- 
1a P} 7th) round was $15,000, 
a A 
Capitol (Loew's) (4,620: #5-S0- 85- 
$1.10-$1.25) ‘Seven Days Leave 


Holiday Buying Plus New Crowding 


- Rules Bop Hub But ‘Voyager’ $23,000 : 


| 

| 

| Bo: ton Dex 15 
“= 

| Pre-holiday slump has art 

the Hub, along with the strict en- 
forcement of the ban on ding 
room or lobby holdouts. This , com- 
bined with the dimout and the gen- 


eral reaction to the Grove disaster, 
has held down the business at all 
downtown houses. 
taking top money at the Met. ‘Cairo’ 
and ‘Tish,’ at the two Loew spots, 
whipped by the critics, and is 
barely okay. 





Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 44-55-65-75- 
85)—‘Sin Town’ (U) plus Bob Crosby 
|orch, others, on stage. A popular bill 


| carrying this spot to $26,000, good but 








inot strong. Last week, ‘Thunder 
| Birds’ (20th), with Hal MacInty: 
a | Fe thin $23,800. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 30-40-60) 

Morocco’ (Par) and ‘Aldrich 

| editor’ (Par). Continued from Met 
run, sound $5,700. Last week, ‘Mrs 
Wiggs’ (Par) and ‘Apache Trail’ (M- 
G), $4,500. 

Memorial (RKO) (2.900: 44-55-65- 
75)—Who Done It U id wk?) and 
‘Scattergood S f Ay ler 
(RKO). New seco! feature on v 


not much help, mild $11,000 in six 

1a Last week, with ‘Get Hep to 
Love’ (U), nice $17,000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367: 30-44- 

| 55-65-75) —‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) and 

‘Secret Enemies’ (UA). Bette Davis 


‘Now, Voyager’ is | 


got | 
only 


pulling good $23,000. 
Last week, ‘Road Morocco’ (Par) and 
‘Aldrich, Editor’ (Par), fine $22,500. 
Orpheum (Loew) 
75)—‘Cairo’ (M-G) and ‘Tish’ (M-G). 
Not too hot at $17,500. Last week, 
‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) and ‘Boogie Man 


is strong here, 


| Get You’ (Col) (2d wk), great $19,000. 


Paramount (M-P) (1,300; 33-44-60) 
—‘Read Morocco’ (Par) and ‘Aldrich, 


(RKO). No dice, only about $13,000 
and out after one week. In ahead, 
‘White Cargo’ (M-G) on its second 
lap, $16,000, lean. ‘Journey for Mar- 


garet’ (M-G) comes in for one week 
tomorrow (Thursday), with ‘In 
Which We Serve’ (UA) as the 
Christmas attraction to follow. 
Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062: 35-44. 
55-75) —‘Who Done It?’ (U) (3d wk). 
Feeling the slump, the second 
semester through last night (Tues- 
day) having dropped to $15,000, but 


still good; first week’s take soared 
to a sock $27,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75- 
85)—‘We Are the Marines’ (20th). 
Doing nicely at a probable $11,000 


and holds, Last week, sixth for 
‘Our Aircraft Missing’ (UA) was 
$7,100, oke. ‘Jacare’ (UA) is set for 
Saturday (26). 

Hollywood (WB) (1,225: 65-75- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Casablanca’ (WB) (3d 


wk). Continues at a good gait, this 
week (3d) being in sight of $22,000. 
Last week (2d) was $28,500, excel- 





lent. Aolds over the holidays. 
Palace (RKO) (1, 700; 28- 35- 44-55 
165-75) — Naw, ase 











Cr ana xou Can't Escape + ta 
ever’ (WB), both 2d run, dualed. 
The going points to tolerable $9,000 
for this pair. Last week ‘Washing- 
ton Slept Here’ (WB) and ‘Wings 


and Woman’ (RKO), both 2d run, 
$8,500, fairish. 
Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 


99-$1.10)—‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) 
and, on stage, Woody Herman, Hazel 
Scott, others (6th wk). Still going 
strong, the fifth heat, ended last 
night (Tuesday), having gone to 
over $46,000; prior (4th) week was 
$60,000, immense Whole show re- 
mains through Christmas week, with 
‘Star Spangled Rhythm’ (Par) and 
Benny Goodman slated to open 


Wednesda y (30). 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 


fellers) (5,945: 44-55-85-99-$1.65)— 
‘You Were Never Lovelier’ (Col) 
and stageshow (2d-final wk). On 
the holdover will get about $82.000, 
good, after hitting a strong $92,000 
on the first seven days. ‘Random 
Harvest’ (M-G), bought a long time 
ago, opens tomorrow (Thursday 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 28-44-55 
Cat People’ (RKO) (2d wk). P1 - 
able enough at $7,000 this week (2d) 
to be held a third; the first was $10,- 
000, very nice. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 35-55-75- 
85-99)—“Palm Beach Story’ (Par). 
Highly disappointing at le thar 
$20,000. thin, but holds ove rhe 
| final nine days beyond a first week 
for ‘Avangers’ (Par) dipped to only 
$13,000, a. 

Roxy Re os (5,886 40-55-65-75-85 
99 )—‘Li at 8:30’ (20 l 
tagesnow (2d-f i] vk) Te ! 

a tod Wed i 
ett 2] 48.000 

) uding (4tl I ) - 
iy in Recki 20ti was $35.8u0, 
mild but o.k. ‘Black Swan’ (2{ is 
due for Xmas week 

State (Loew’ (3,450: 39- 44-55-75- 
99-$1.10) Flying Tigé (Rep) 2d 
run! and vaudeville layout hea d 
by Cross and Dun In tl minor 
league with only around $19,000 
seen. Last week, ‘Nightmare’ ‘(U) 
(Ist run) and Dick Rogers band, 
plus Al Bernie, same 

Strand (WB) (2.756: 35-55-75-: 
99-$1.10)—‘Gent!eman Jim’ (WB) an 4 
Gien Gray (3d-final wk). Goes eight 
days and on that period will be $35,- 
000 or close, satisfactory; last week 

2d) struck $40,000, sturdy ‘Flying 

Fortress’ (WB) and Jerry Wal! ypen 

day C8 fo one eek h 
Y: anke Doodle D 1 (WB - 
QZ. 


(2,900; 44-55-65- | 


; erick Kohner 


CONCERTINA WILL BE 
GLORIFIED BY H’ WOOD 


nliienielt Dec. 15. 

It was known in the old days as 
a come-to-me-go-from-me and now 
it is going to be glorified by Colum- 
bia under the title, ‘Concertina.’ 

Story, written by John Huston and 
turned over to Waldo Salt and Fred- 
for treatment, deals 
with four generations of concertina 
players, 





‘Graham From WB to Par 


Editor’ (Par). Moveover from two | 
weeks at Met, but lusty at $13,500 or | 
more. Last week, ‘Mrs. Wiggs’ (Par) 
and ‘Apache Trail’ (M-G), dismal 
310.000 

_ State (M-G) (3,200; 44-65-75)— 
‘Cairo’ (M-G) and ‘Tish’ (M-G). 
Modest $14,500. Last week, ‘Me My 
Gal’ (M-G) and ‘Boogie Man Get 
You’ (Col) (2d wk), oke $14,000. 


Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28-44- | 


95'—‘Destination Unknown’ (U) and 
Secrets Underground’ (Rep). Aver- 
ge $5.000. Last week, ‘Daring Young 
\Ia Co ind “Traitor Within 
R $4.600. 


To Direct ‘Good Fellow’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Jo Graham shifted from his home 
lot at Warners to the Paramount 
studio to direct the Walter MacEwen 
production, ‘The Good Fellow.’ 
as i ] hif Ralph 


eda pilot 
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Which one wi yu hawe, Meu? : 


“YANKEE DOODLE DANDY’! eASABLANEN ! GEO. WASHINGTON SLEPT HERE” 
‘GENTLEMAN JIM’! ‘FLYING FORTRESS’ / ‘NOW, VOYAGER‘/ ‘YOU CAN'T ESCAPE 
FOREVER’ / ‘DESPERATE JOURNEY’ / ‘ACROSS THE PACIFIC’/ ex! ‘AIR FORCE’/ 


Sell This Slogan : “GIVE BONDS FOR XMAS.” Jack L. Warner, Executive Producer 








PICTURE GROSSES 11 


‘Lovelier’ Lively $27,500 in 2 L. A. 
Spots But ‘Life’ at 8:30° Mild 26/56 
In 3 Houses; ‘Morocco’ Big 32146, 3d 


Wednesday, December 16, 1942 


Morocco’ Socko $30,000, Leader In 
Frisco: ‘Falcon’-Slack Stout $25,000 


7% 
vr 


VARIETY 
‘Done It’ Pacemaker 


In Seattle, Huge 156, 
Despite Biz Decline 


Seattle, Dec. 15. 
The effect of gasoline rationing 
plus the usual pre-Christmas week 
slump is knocking down grosses all 














San Francisco, Dec. 15. 
entries at the first runs are 


Key City Grosses 


New 








——_ + - re ‘drawing big coin. over town. About the sole excep- + 

generally stul are 1 : ; tion is ‘Who Done It?’ at the Or- 

‘Road to Morocco,’ at the Fox, is the Satinated Total Gross pheum, which is going for a terri- Los Angeles, Dec. 15 
pace-setter, and . er by -Fal- 8. ee $2,295,600 fic total considering conditions. It Broadway Grosses Trade queusiie 7 ee. — 
con's Brother,’ plus Freddie Siac (Based on 26 cities, 182 thea- | iS far ahead of the next best grosser. fairly well though off somewhat 





and ; Je Withers on the stage ‘ : : : : 
gr ag gs 8 tres, chiefly first rune, including Estimates for This Week from recent bullish weeks. Still is 


Estimated Total Gross 


Estimates fer This Week N. Y.) , Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) ahead of last year for this pre-holi- 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 50-€5)—‘Road| otal Gross Same Week (800; 40-50-65)—Bambi’ (RKO) and| This Week... . - $389,000 | day stanza. ‘Road to Morocco,’ play- 
to. ‘Morocco’ (Par) and ‘Wildcast’ ; . ‘Aldrich, Editor’ (Par) (4th wk). (Based on 13 theatres ing third week at the two Paramount 
(Par). Hitting a terrific $30,000. Last Bee. VORP. cscceessss $1,522,500 Good $3,800. Last week, great $5,- Total Gross Same Week houses, is cracking through for great 
week, ‘Washington Slept Here’ (WB) (Based on 27 cities, 184 theatres) 000. BMG TORE. oe se sceesen $251,900 $32,500, the Hollywood Par figure be- 
ing better than the second week’s 


(Based on 13 theatres) 


MAJOR’ WOW 


Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 40-50- 
65)—‘Forest Rangers’ (Par) and 
‘That Other Woman’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Headed for nice $8,800. Last week, 
same pair, swell $11,500. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 40-50-65)— 





Roar’ (WB), disappoint- 





and ‘Busses 
ing $21,400. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 44-55- 
75)—Falcon’s Brother’ (RKO) plus 
Freddie Slack orch and Jane Withers 
Slack and Withers are 


total. 

Big surprise is being turned in by 
the Hawaii with the chiller combo of 
‘Mummy’s Tomb’ and ‘Night Monster.’ 
This twin setup posting $8.000, 











MOROCCO’ BIG 


is 
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on. stage. : : 
boosting this to a fine $25,000. Last ‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) (3d wk). Oke terrific for this Hollywood spot. ‘You 
week, ‘Strictly in Groove’ (U) plus $4,000 in four days. Last week, big | Were Never Lovelier’ is trim $27.500 
Henry Busse orch, others on stage, $8000. dais 18 ? = the a and Pantages. ‘Life 
bie $24,000. a 7 ers myo | Begins at 8:30’ is modest $26,500 at 
Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 50- uae lh be sa bane 9 ° °) | the Chinese, State and Ritz. 
sm) wh 9» ‘Gre: ‘eects . U l VOCKIES — -UtN an ae 5 2. b 
6) — Whe ee ae eee ‘Manila Calling’ (20th) (4th wk). —— metenatas Sor This Week 
Last we ek, ‘Sister Eileen’ ‘Col (Sth Baltimore, Dec. 15. Hot release from Paramount, big ; Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 33- 
ma Paral ‘Smith Minnesota’ (Col) (2d|. There’s a slight seasonal dip here | § $5,000. Last week, ‘Major-Minor’ Washington, Dec. 15. | 44-55-65-85) — ‘Bambi’ (RKO) (7th 
wk), $8,900, hefty. but the strong product lineup is off- | (Par) (6th wk), fine $4,000. Xmas is putting the bite on the| WK) and “Mrs. Hadley’ (M-G) (3d 
Paramount (F-WC) 2,470; 50-65)— | setting any serious inroads. Leading Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 40-50-65) | boxoffices currently. ‘Major anda | *): Still nace at $2,600, following 
‘Major and Minor’ (Par) and “Tomb- | the parade is ‘Road to Morocco,’ at |—‘Here We Go Again’ (RKO) and Binor tm the onne 4 eile wh okay $2,900 last week. 
stone’ (Par) (4th wk). Maintaining |the Stanley, with ‘White Cargo,’ at | ‘Wings and Woman’ (RKO). Day-| n Hs second session at th€| Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 33- 
great pace into fourth sesh at $11,000. Loew’s Century, nearly as bullish. | and-date with Paramount. Fairish | Palace is shaping up as the best all-|44-55-65-85)—‘Life at 8:30’ (20th) and 
Last week, sock $14,700. Rest | of list , is Bog at all bad —) $5,300. Las ut week, Forest 1 Rangers’ | round bet while ‘White Cargo,’ also| ‘We on neta (20th). Gas pinch 
ois x hh ~p te ran} wightva te, ean teas 7 Pe SA mee me ~~ Soe . ie SAAR Se ae ceding tacutet rate * aa, 1s ree sal TEV TY a week but hel ped Hy 22 ryas™ ante rae Being thi. Ss 10 
el he ~ os £8 aby (ies rk a3 e in downtwwen } gard. £22096 Sid chaieee we FO RRR ONE RAT 4 er 

SS Sper teneton Slopt diese Wand Peetinr. - hal - ae ony ~,. | Vaudeville, is running about even in| ¢ a a 

‘Busses Roar’ (WB) (moveover). Oke Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 40-50-65) | , : argo’ (M- G) and ‘Eyes in Night 

$9,000. Last week, ‘Gentleman Jim’ Estimates for This Week —Who Done It” (U) and ‘Great| the larger Capitol. ‘Seven Days} (M-G), fared better but not exciting 

(WB) and ‘Careful, Soft Shoulders’ Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000; 17-28- | Impersonation’ (U), Big campaign) Leave’ is also strong at the small at $11,500. 

page $11,500, — house record un- | 35-44-55)—‘White Cargo’ (M-G). —, to grab ae terrific in | Keith house. Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- 

er moveover policy. Solid $17,000. Last week. ‘Me My | view of current handicaps. Last | . , 65-75-85 )—‘Washington Slept Here’ 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) Gal’ (M-G) (2d wk), nice $12,400. week, ‘Desperate Journey’ (WB). Estimates for This Week (WB) (3d wk). Not peaking wet at 
(1,100; 50-65)—‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: and ‘Comes Love’ (U) (2d wk), big Capitel (Loew) (3.434: 28-39-44-/|$8.000. Last week, lightweight $9,000. 
and ‘Devil With Hitler’ (RKO) (3d “92.99 _A4_FE_GC)__"Balann’ . + | $9,200. 66) — ‘White Cargo’ (M-G) with! Hawaii (G&S) » 33-44-55-65 

th . ‘oC''| 17-28-38-44-55-66 )—‘Falcon’s Brother | _pfawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65- 

wk). Solid $8,700, Last week, great | (Co) plus vaude. Flesh helping to Palomar (Sterling) (1,250: 40-50-| vaudeville. Good $18,000 holdover | 75-85)-—‘Mummy’s Tomb’ (U) and 
p ping & , , 

$10,800. . ; bolster this to fairish $15,000. Last | 65)—‘Behind Eight Ball’ (U) and ‘X | after developing an amazing strength | ‘Night Monster’ (U). Good mid-week 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650)—‘Me My | week ‘Bambi’ (RKO) and vaude, | Marks Spot’ (Rep) plus vaude. Fair} at $26,000 in first session opening indicates horror combo will 
Gal’ (M-G) and ‘Night New Orleans’ | mild $13,900. $8,000. Last week, ‘Hi, Neighbor’| gory: plo gg ee do $8,000, terrific for this spot. Last 
(Par) (3d wk). Strong $17,000 for] Keith's (Schanberger) (2.406: 17-| (Rep) and ‘Secret Enemies’ (WB) |, Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)—| Week, ‘Aircraft Missing’ (UA) (3d 
third stanza. Last week, $21,300, ter- | 98.35.44-55)—‘Nightmare’ (U), Sold | and stage show, oke $8,700. Me My Gal’ (M-G). Nifty $6,500./ wk), hit by rationing), $2,200. 
rific. _ strongly for all right $10,000. Last Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 40-50-65) 7 ) phan — a | 65 hae Woskinetas ani +: (WED 
Tl Ti , S bl ee (Par) (2d|—‘Here Go Again’ (RKO) and| ‘V+? 0Ke 99.0 rr as ne ~ sept (We) 

WK), OKay $12,200. a ‘Wings and Woman’ (RKO). Day- Earle (WB) (2.216; 28-39-44-66)— | {2@ WK). irtual nightmare at 
ying igers uita € Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-50)— | and-date with Music Hall, good $8,- | ‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) with vaude- | 99-500, gas rationing hurting. Fol- 
» . . ‘Priorities Parade’ (Par). Nicely 300 Last week ‘Springtime Rock iJ] Y 1 ] l lows last week’s poor second stanza 

ae aa. 2 oe — ’ ingtime NOCK- | ville. uletide slump means only 7 ; : a ee 

$16,500 in Oke Newark; spotted for good $6.000. Last week, | ies’ (20th) and ‘Manila Calling’! fair $18,000. Last week Gentleman | ° ane, , 

Manila Calling’ (20th), fair $4,300. | (20th) (2d wk), superb $8,800. ea? CUES 100 ecteS. antn ORE Orpheum (D’town) (2,200; 33-44- 
¢ 4 Wham t 184G New (Mechanic) (1,680; 17-28-40-| “p relay ae Dae | Jim’ (WB) (2d wk), so-so $14,500. |55-65)—‘Invisible Agent” (U) and 
argo a 2 55)—‘Springtime in- Rockies’ (20th) eee Sterling) (800: 40-50- | Keith’s (RKO) (1.830: 40-50-65)— | ‘Smith Minnesota’ (Col) (2d runs) 
(29d wk). Holding str ly at $5.000 65)—‘Desperate Journey’ (WB) (3d : . oie? : . 44 ie —— ) runs), 
— 2 im g strongly at $5 vk). Moved fre ~ | ‘Seven Days Leave’ (RKO). Started with house-produced circus. Will be 

after ringing the bell soundly at $8,- | V*?- oved from Orpheum. Pass- | Sead okay $13,000. Last w ck, ‘Mar 
Newark, Dec. 15. 400 Bg ig Boos s : “lable $4,500. Last week (30-45), | slow but finished fast for good $11,- an 3, ott k, : Marie 

Combo of Hedy Lamarr and ‘White Stanley (WB) (3.280: 17-28-38-40- | Second run of ‘Priorities Parade’ | 000. Held over for five days. ‘Pitts- | Ro. i (wns bw me ane een 
Cargo’ has the SRO sign out at the | 55)—‘Road to Stevaces? (Pat). Bang- (Par) and ‘Moscow Strikes’ (Rep),| burgh’ (U) goes in December 15. | $13.000 , Bis rs 
State, but remainder of the town is} yp $19,000. Last week, ‘Gentleman | later changed to ‘Magnificent Amber- | Metropolitan (WB) (1,800; 28-44) | is (Pan) (2.812: 33-44-55-63- 
only so-so, most of the first-runs suf- | Jim’ (WB) (2d wk), fine $12,700. sy (RKO), in last half, slow $3,-| «sister Eileen’ (Col) (24 wk). Nice | 75-85)—"Never Lovelier’ (Col) and 
fering irom pre-Christmas doldrums. Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450; 17- ae | $6.50 after swell $8,500 first session. |‘Blackie Goes Hollywood’ (Co!) 
Flying Tigers,’ at the Paramount, is | 98-44-55)—‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) Winter Garden (Sterling) (800:| palace (Loew) (2 242: 28- 55)— | Opened well and should snag rer sa 
the only other new entry getting by. | (moveover). Very solid at far above ng hs Sisters’ (WB) and | «,.;.. * 9 95 ‘ “ny; ae, ae 

iP igre , , Ms y =e Eee en - 5 ; |} ‘Major and Minor’ (Par) (2d wk). 00. Last week, Nightmare’ (U) 
Estimates for This Week _ average $7,000 after two resounding | ‘Affairs Martha’ (M-G) (3d run). ; 2 18.000 d| — ‘Moonlight in Havana’ (U) 

Adams (Adams-Par) (1,950; 25-40- | previous weeks in downstairs Cen- | Good $3 500. Last week, ‘Footlight | Will get grand $ Pres) hog? | menae On 000 avenue , 
65-75-99 )—"‘Scattergood Rides High’ | tury. Last week, ‘Omaha Trail’ (M- | Serenz ide’ (20th) and ‘Joan Ozarks’ | Seven days. First was walloping $22,- Pavamoates (F&M) (3,389: 44 
(RKO) and Ina Ray Hutton orch,|G), mild $3,900 (Rep) (3d run), nice $4,000. | 000. 65-75-85 )—‘Ro: d to M fe Ao 
Guy Kibbee on stage. Mild $14,700. ' “y ‘Street f Chance’ (Ps ) 3d 
Last week, ‘Spitfire Sees Ghost’ | —— staal baa te ‘De a ra ly pps wa pee 
(RKO) and Count Basie orch on | ne "suc $30,060" ont Sit off 
tage, staunc 7,300. etrong 52v, , only a bit o 
Branford (WB) (2,800; 30-35-60-75- | NA | IONA] i BO X OF I; 1C LH, C] R \ E \ las a mt to pes ee 
90)—"Gentleman Jim’ (WB) and (2904: 93.4 At & Ags &M) 
‘Strictly in Groove’ (U) (2d wk). 2 204; 33-44. CS- 75-89) Moroc co” 
Pretty good $15,000, after smash _— iii ial (Pi ed ) Ge J k). Not caru So oe : 
$22,000 In initial stanza. ° e 7 pone he oan a] — ie 

ae Onn. -30-35-44- | . sect veek’s al with hefty $12,- 
5c spite! (WB) (1,200; 20-20-35-44- Gas Rationing, Bad Weather, Pre-Xmas Buying Blamed For | 500°"sccona’ session’ was e004. at 
chestra Wives’ (20th). Dull $2,700. | $12,000 ; . (RK 279. 99 N 
and ‘Was Framed" (WB), sad $2,200 Offish Theatre Biz—‘Morocco,’ ‘Cargo’ Best Currently | 41555%t5)"""Never“Tovetier™. (col) 

“Pho 1 (Adams-Par) (2,000; 35- and Blackie Goes Holly wood" (Col) 
45-55-60-75)—‘Flying Tigers’ (Rep) ——_— . bone wae. ar get . La: C week, 
and ‘Youth Parade’ p). acing me : 7 ; |‘Nightmare’ (U) and ‘Moonlight in 
rod $16,500. ma a a Business hit the skids in many localities this week, $23,000 in Boston, strong second Det. week, pert fifth | Havana’ (U), tepid $12,000. 

Rangers’ (Par) and ‘Aldrich, Editor’ | gas rationing, usual Xmas shopping and storms being Chi session and fine in Denver and Buffalo. OF Foggy 4 oo pte 
(Par) (2d.wk), okay $11,700. 5 MANY N ‘OMER: ADLY 15-0) Lise at S:00 (ann) ane we 
meen (REOD” (460; 35-55-65- singled out for blame, with all three factors probably ee NEWC OMERS —— B oe _., . |Are Marines’ (20th). Some animati on 
75-85-99)—‘Navy Comes’ Through’ | responsible for the more drastic declines. Sharp down- Outside of ‘We Are the porta (20th). doing well in | at $12,700, Last week, ‘White Cargo’ 
(RKO) and “That Other Woman’ | beat in such keys as Philadelphia, New York, Pitts- dual setups in L. A. and nice $11,000 in N. Y., new | (M-G) and ‘Eyes in Night’ (M-G), 
(20th), Mild $17,500. Last week, ‘Ice- . 2 eo entries found the going extremely tough. ‘Pittsburgh’ | pay load at $22,400. 
land’ (20th) and ‘Manila Calling’ burgh, Los Angeles and Seattle hurt even the better (U), preeming in Pittsburgh, is receiving no great wel- UA (UA-WC) (2,100; 33-44-65)— 
(20th) (2d wk), so-so $15,000. films. come at mild $8,500, whole steel city being off. ‘Whi ‘White Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Eves in 

State (Loew’s) (2,600; 30-40-55-65- ‘Roar orocro’ ay nd ‘White Cargo’ . tling in Dixie’ (M-G) also encountering trouble in hight’ (M-G) Oka‘ $7 000 Last 
15)—'White Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Laugh | Road to Morocco’ (Par) and ‘White Cargo’ (M-G) reed wd — a fee ; ete - — — a : i Site tt. i 7st) end 
Your Blues Away’ (Col). Had the | are bucking the downward trend probably most ef- 8-30" (20 Sadien oe al eae ieee Pai Omaha Trail’ (M-G), also move- 
SRO sign ou all week, wham $18.,- | fec ively t “OV 1 »ither ‘m. gas dol or = yay : Papi on poo o nie di me y fair $6,200 
500. Last Read Siareied Witch’ fect vely. Both prove that neithe1 storm, gas dole nor good in N. Y. at $48,000 and mild $26.500 (highly disap Wilshire (F-WC) (2906: 39-44-(5) 

UA) and ‘Counter Espionage’ (Col), pre-C hristmas lull can keep a good picture down. pointing even for this season) in three L A pot Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Eves in N - t” 
$14,500, meagre. ‘Morocco’ has been going like a house-afire for sev- ‘Seven Davs Leave’ (RKO). while no dice at $13.000|(M7-G). Fair $5.200. Last week, ‘Me 

— , , m . t. 3 appy in Prov., good in Washington ar My Gal’ (M-G) .nd ‘Omal vil’ 
eral weeks, and continues unabated. Bob Hope’s com- “4 i oe oe Pp ‘aoe aeke Boe See 7 ; Pez Waar 

HEDY NICE 17 000 IN edy is socko $30,000 and tops in San Francisco, and °*99 $13 500, Denver Palm Beact Story’ (Par) - mts), nga lrg Bh cecal $6,001 0. 
, Reaper thin $20.000 in its N. Y. opening stanza Wiltern (WB) (2,756 -44-55-65 
bang-up $19,000 in Baltimore. It’s still strong at the “Wy Were Never Lovelier’ (Col). getting out to | 75-85)—‘Washington Slept’ (WB) (3d 
e § ’ N. Y. Par with $46,000 for the fifth week and great ae — waver ane rer ae ae same | Wk). Jest detee of, e6ee a 
e 295 Mae a eee : ; ¥ ‘ more key cities. is faring comparatively well. Though | ¥% vUSt GOzIng 94.000. Last 

*9 $32,500 for third session in two Los Angeles theatres. ie tale ie Wael ‘9 gp alee the Astaire- | Week, more sound at $6,000. 

Film is doing surprisingiy big $12,000 for third stanza se ‘ eine al te teed ge I "A ee eee is res | Ritz (F-WC) (1,372; 33-44-55-65- 

, Jersey City, Dec. 15. in downtown Providence, lusty on Boston moveover, ies ¢ 00 be nicer at oh, N. y a Hall and 185)—Life at 8:30" (20th) and ‘We 

White Cargo,’ at Loew’s, is garner- strong in third sessions in Buffalo and K. C., while 3 — a Coon oS = ltt eo nag Ey GC | Are Marines’ (20th). Geared to okay 
ing the top coin this week with ‘For- | big for fifth downtown sesh in Detroit solid for third Frisco frame. ‘Me and My Gal’ (M-G)!¢5 899 Last week. ‘Cargo’ (M-G) 
est Rangers,’ at the Stanley, also | ~ CARGO’ PICKS UP SPEED looks strong $17,000 for third Frisco week and okay land ‘Eyes in Night’? (M-G), day- 
strong. *C: : . . for second Philly sesh. ‘Casablanca’ oe is travel-| dating with State a d Chinese 

Estimates for This Week A bit uneven in the previous week, ‘Cargo’ js great ing along well at $22,000 for third N. Y. stanza. bright $6, 900. . 
aan Jeunes S) (3,205; | 35-44-55- | $20.500 to lead St. Louis, nice in Indianapolis, hefty From the keys: ‘Springtime in acauiar (20th) will | 
Taush Bias hk bow the = -G) and/ $17,000 in Providence, big $13,000 in K. C., wham get big $40,000 in Chicago with band and strong at | 
000. * oe oa be Ba ag Bre $18,500 in Newark, nice in Jersey City, solid in Balti- $22,000 for second Detroit session. ‘Bambi’ (RKO) is | Hot Sands for Anne 
(UA) and ‘Counter Espionage’ (Col), | MOT® Very good in Cincinnati, fine $12,000 in Louis- ening brisk $15.000 in Detroit. ‘Sin Town’ (U), paired 
only $10,400. ville, stout $15,000 in Buffalo and good in second Wash- vith band, good $26,000 in Boston. ‘Navy Comes 

_Stanley (WB) (4,900; 35-44-55-65- | ington stanza and third Chicago week. Through’ (RKO), is smash $20,000, backed by strong | seit wand Dec. 15. 
85 )—“Forest Rangers’ (Par) and| ‘Who Done It?’ (U) also continues to solve the biz stage unit. ‘Thunder Birds’ (20th), feeling the Philly} Anne Baxter shifts from 20th- 
aon ee (U). Away to a fast! slump, with only Boston, where off, reporting mild slump, rates poor $13,500 in the Quaker City. ‘Black |Fox to Paramount on loanout for 
= and should finish at good $17,-| total for the third frame. Abbott-Costello comedy Swan’ (20th). while nifty in Indianapolis, is mild in |the top femme role opposite Fran- 
(WB) = seit Gentleman Jim’ appears oke in Frisco, paces Seattle with compara- Louisville and just good $12,500 in St. Louis. ‘Cairo’ |chot Tone in ‘Five Graves to Cairo,’ 
nice $17,000, rictly in Groove’ (U), | tively terrific biz and rates good for N. Y. holdover. (M-G), a weak sister in nearly all spots, also a dull |an Egyptian war yarn. 

State (Skouras) (2,200: 35-44-55-65- | ‘Gentleman Jim’ (WB) also manages to thrive. It’s $12.000 in Detroit. ‘Nightmare’ (U), is satisfactory in Script is being whittled into shape 
85)—'Sister Eileen’ (Col) and ‘Boogie | ted“ nifty in Providence, nice for second Newark Baltimore, nice $13,000 in Chicago and fine in Denver. | by the vet writ ing team of Charles 
Man Get You’ (Col) (24 wk). Fair | Session, fine $16,000 in Chi second stanza and satis- Washington Slept Here’ (WB), way off in third L. A.| Brackett and Billy, Wilder, who are 
$9.000 on holdover sesh after bright |-factory $35,000 for third week at N. Y. Strand. ‘Now yn, looks mild $17,800 on its Philly holdover. But alsc functioning re spectivély as asso- 
$12,000 opening week. ' Voyager’ (WB), also stacking up strongly, is nic e Jack Benny opus is fine in K. C. and oke in Frisco. ;|ciate producer and director, 
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CHINESE EPIGRAM: 

‘WHEN EATING 

SPROUTS REMEMBER 


THE MAN WHO 
PLANTED THEM!” 


ee American Translation: Pw 3 : oe ae sn mae = c 


“Healthy box- offices 8 | We 
enjoy a steady diet a, a. 
of Vitamin M-G-M!” § a oe 





















LINES OF 
LEADERSHIP! 


i" ps a % “REUNION IN FRANCE” NEW M-G-M SCOOP! 
va =“ \ Perfect timing for a breath-taking drama of the underground movement in France! 
: S 





Showmanship brings you France in revolt! (Joan Crawford, John Wayne, Philip Dorn). 





% “STAND BY FOR ACTION” TERRIFIC SEND-OFF! 


Vanety says: “Robert Taylor, Charles Laughton, Brian Donlevy, marquee brilliance. Will 
smack theatre box-offices for heavy grosses and hold-overs.” Showmen’s Trade Review 
<< . . ® ”? 
says: “For entire family. A natural. Stand by for box-office action.’’ Hollywood Reporter 
. says: ““Box-office depth bomb. Has everything for top grosses.” Film Daily says: “Stirring, 
patriotic, solid box-office entertainment.” 


*% “KEEPER OF THE FLAME” PREVIEW SENSATION! 


Spencer Tracy and Katharine Hepburn return to your box-office with an even greater hit 
than “Woman of the Year.” That was the consensus of opinion of this week’s preview 
audience that sat enthralled and tense at this best-seller on the screen! 


*%& “RANDOM HARVEST” STARTS MUSIC HALL CAREER! 


Preceded by the biggest promotion campaign within industry memory Ronald Colman — 

: “ee . - ° . 
Greer Garson in “Random Harvest” captures show world attention at famed Radio City 
Music Hall. (The unique magazine campaign is the talk of the industry!) 


GIVE BONDS *% “FOR ME AND MY GAL” - “WHITE CARGO” SRO HITS! 


FORA Continuing their record-breaking pace in big cities, small towns, they’re hold-over delights 
RED, WHITE because they’re what the public wants! 

, 
AND BLUE 





XMAS! 


Metro -GOLDMINE-Mayer 
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Philly Biz Takes Dive but ‘Gal’ OK 
$16,500 on 2d; Birds Meagre $13,500 








Philadelphia, Dee, 15. 
The bottom appears to have 
dropped out of theatre biz this_sesh, 
heavy inroads being caused by Xmas 


spending. 
Lightweight product also is 
blamed. None of the new films is 


able to buck the downward trend. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68- 
75) —White Cargo’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Sloughing off to sour $7,500, after 
fair $11,000 for second round. ‘Be- 
Us Girls’ (U) opens tomor- 


). 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57- 
68)—‘Major and Minor’ (Par) (2d 
run), Very good $4,800. Last week, 
‘Glass Key’ (Par), mediocre $3,000 
for second ri 1. 

Boyd (WB) (2,569; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Me My Gal’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding up with okay $16,500 after 
smashing $21,000 for initialer plus 
extra $4,200 divvy for Sunday show 
at Earle. 

Farle (WB) (2,768: 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Seven Sweethearts’ (M-G) plus 
Jerry Wald’s band. Pallid $17,000. 
Last week, ‘Street of Chance’ (Par) 
with Bob Crosby orch, good $21,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Thunder Birds’ (20th). Poor $13,- 
500 plus $2,000 for Sunday Earle 
shewing. Last week, ‘Gentleman 
Jin (WB) fared better in its sec- 
WHE WEL with $14,200. seen. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
— ‘Springtime Rockies’ (20th) (2d 
run). Satisfactory $5,000. Last 
week, “Wings and Woman’ (RKO), 
sad $2,000 for first run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) (2d run) (2d 


Tow 


wk). Neat $7,000 following solid 
$8,000 last week. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,692; 46-57-75) 


—‘Washington Slept Here’ (WB) (2d 
wk). N.s.h. $17,800 for this trip. 
Last week, equally mild at $21,500. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68- 
75)—‘Married Witch’ (UA). Sad 
$12,500. Last week, ‘Springtime 
Rockies’ (20th), fine $10,000 for third 
week. ‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) preems 
tomorrow (Wed). 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—Eyes in Night’ (M-G). So-so 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Flying Fortress’ 
(WB), fairish $6,000 for second 
week. 


‘FIND YOU’ TOPPER IN 
OMAHA, WHAM $11,000 


Omaha, Dec. 15. 

Omaha with ‘Somewhere I'll Find 
You’ is doing standout business this 
week. Bad weather hit the town 
over the weekend but business is 
continuing strong, 

Estimates for This Week 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11.-30-35- 








50)—‘Somewhere Find You’ (M-G) 
and ‘Secret Enemies’ (WB). Strong 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Road to Mor- 
occo’ (Par) (2d wk) with new fea- | 
ture ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par), nice] 
$7,500. 


| 
Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 11- | 
30-35-50)—"Never Lovelier’ (Col) 
and ‘Daring Young Man’ (Col). So- 
60 $6,300. Last week, ‘Once Upon} 
Honeymoon’ (RKO) (2d wk) with | 
new second feature ‘Scattergood | 
Survives Murder’ (RKO), fair $5,- 


200. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 11- 
‘Yank at Eton’ (M-G) and 


30-35-50 )- 
‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par). Oke $8,500, 


considering pictures alone. Last 
week, ‘Between Us Girls’ (U) and 
Earl Carroll ‘Vanities’ on ‘stage, 





Strong $15,200 at 20-40-55-60-65. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,400; 11-20-30) | 
—‘Pierre Plains’ (M-G) and ‘King | 
Stallions’ (Mono) split with ‘Roving | 


Tumbleweeds’ (Rep), ‘Mr. V’ (UA) 
and ‘Song of Islands’ (20th) plus | 
Stage show Saturday and Sunday. | 
Good $1,500. Last week, ‘Valley | 
Hunted Men’ (Rep), ‘Here Go | 
Again’ (RKO) and ‘Bashful Bache- | 


lor’ (RKO) split with ‘Outlaws Pine 


Ridge’ (Rep), ‘Big Street’ (RKO)| 
and ‘Son of Fury’ (20th), a nice 
$1,200. 





‘Cargo’-Trail’ Okay 
206 Dual, Brooklyn 


Brooklyn, Dec. 15. 

Strongest of the attractions in 
downtown sector this week is ‘White 
Cargo paired with ‘Apache Trail’ at 
Loew's Metropolitan. Several hold- 
Overs, notably ‘Now, Voyager’ and 
Daring Young Man’ at Fabian Para- 
mount, will emerge with satisfactory 
results. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-50-65)— 
‘Navy Comes Through’ (RKO) and 
Strictly in Groove’ (U). Satisfac- 
tory $17,000. Last week, ‘Thunder 
Birds’ (20th) and ‘Devil With Hitler’ 
(UA), okay $17,000. 





vt 


316.008 after first stunza’s nifty 
$25,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-50-65)— 
‘White Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Apache 
Trail’ (M-G. Nice $20,000. Last 
week, ‘War vs. Mrs. Hadley’ (M-G) 
and ‘Eyes of Underworld’ (U), dull 
$15,000. 

Majestic (Siritsky) (1,850; 25-50)— 
‘Living Ghost’ (Mono) and ‘Sheriff 
of Sage Valley’ (PRC). Tolerable 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Under Brooklyn 
Bridge’ (Mono) and ‘Tomorrow We 
Live’ (PRC), weak $1,500. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-50- 
65)—‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) and ‘Dar- 
ing Young Man’ (Col) (3d wk). 
Profitable $12,000. Last week, healthy 
$18,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,950: 30-50-65)— 
‘Flying Tigers’ (Rep) and ‘Street of 
Chance’ (Par) (3d wk). Good $5,000. 
Last week, strong $13,000. 





‘Voyager’-‘Busses’ Fine 
$19,500, 2 Denver Spots; 
‘Leave’-Woman, 1356 


Denver, Dec. 15. 

‘Now, ‘Voyager,’ topping twin bills 
at Denver and Esquire, is in lead for 
hop money 2 icit*-Porst-Rang- 
ers’ continues strong in third session 
at the Denkam, while ‘Seven Days 
Leave’ coupled with ‘Wings and the 
Woman’ at the Orpheum is oke but 
not strong enough to hold. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-50-60)— 
‘Never Lovelier’ (Col), after day- 
date week at Denver and Esquire. 
Good $5,000. Last week, ‘Black 
Swan’ (20th), also after day-date 
week at Denver, Esquire, about same. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-35-40- 
50-60)—‘Me and My Gal’ (M-G) and 
‘Scattergood Survives a Murder’ 
(RKO), after two Orpheum weeks. 
Fair $3,500. Last week, ‘Pride Yan- 
kees’ (RKO), after two Orpheum 
weeks, ditto. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-40-50- 
60)—‘Forest Rangers’ (Par) (3d wk) 
and ‘Street of Chance’ (Par). Fine 
$10,500. Last week, ‘Forest Rangers’ 
(Par), still strong in second week at 
$14,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 30-40-50-60) 
—‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) and ‘Busses 
Roar’ (WB), day and date with Es- 





quire. Big $15,000. Last week, 
‘Never Lov€lier’ (Col) and ‘Blackie 
Goes Hollywood’ (Col), day-date 


with Esquire, fine $12,500. 

Esquire (Fox) (742: 30-40-50-60)— 
‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) and ‘Busses 
Roar’ (WB), day-date with Denver. 
Sturdy $4,500 Last week, ‘Never 
Lovelier’ (Col) and ‘Blackie Goes 
Hollywood’ (Col), day and date with 





Denver, fine $4,000 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-40-50- 
60)—‘Seven Days Leave’ (RKO) and 
‘Wings and Woman’ (RKO) Oke 
$13,500. Last week, ‘Me and My Gal’ 


Survives a 
fine $11,000. 


(M-G) and ‘Scattergood 
Murder’ (RKO) (2d wk), 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-45)— 
‘Nightmare’ (U) and ‘Strictly in the | 
Groove’ (U). Fine $8,000. Last week, 


‘Undying Monster’ (20th) and ‘Dr 
Renault's Secret’ (20th), torrid $9,000. 


‘Swan’ Solid $11,000 In 
Indpls.; ‘Cargo’ $10,300 


Indianapolis. Dec. 15. 
Pre-Christmas slump is on 
with business picture spotty at down- 
town deluxers. ‘Black Swan,’ at the 
Indiana, and ‘White Cargo, at Loew’s, 
are running ahead among the straight 
filmers. Gas rationing probably ha: 
less to do with slu 
and bad weather 


} , } ? y 
p than sropping{ 


Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 30-40- 
55)—‘Street of Chance’ (Par), with | 


Tommy Tucker orch 


fit with good acts headed for $12,000 


badly to $12,800. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,200; 28-33- 
44)—‘Black Swan’ (20th). Single 
feature policy on strong attractions 
is paying here, with nifty $11.000. 
Last week, ‘Road to Morocco’ (Par), 
smash $12,400. 

Keith’s (Ind) (1,200: 28-33-44-55 )— 
‘Danger in Pacific’ (U) with vaude- 
ville. So-so $4,200 in four days. Last 
week, ‘Baby Face Morgan’ (PRC) 
with Milt Britton band, meagre $3,800 
in same time. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450: 28-33-44)— 
‘White Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Counter 
Espionage’ (Col). Combo is setting 
a $10,300 pace, not bad. Last week, 


Get You’ (Col) (2d wk), gratifying 
$7.800 on holdover. 


—‘Road to Morocco’ (Par). Ticketed 
for a swell $4,000 as single on move- 
over after bang-up opening week at 
Indiana. Last week, ‘Who Done It?’ 
(U).and ‘Moonlight in Havana’ (U) 





: Fox (Fabian) (4,023: 30-50-65)— 
Sister Eileen’ (Col) and ‘Counter 
Espionage’ (Col) (2d wk). Strong 


mild $3,000 on moveover. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


here, | 


Solid band out- | 


but disappointing Last week, ‘Es- 
cape Forever’ (WB) and Billy Rose’s | 
‘Diamond Horseshoe’ unit, slipped 


‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) and ‘Boogie Man | 


Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,850; 28-33-44) | 


‘Major’ Torrid $16,200, 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 15. 

Pre-Christmas lull now being felt 
in some spots but business is better 
than usual for this season. ‘Major 
and Minor’ is in line for a whopping 
week at the Paramount while ‘White 
Cargo,’ at the Broadway, is consider- 
ably behind ‘Major’ total. How- 
ever, Hedy Lamarr starrer is prov- 
ing strong in view of conditions. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 40-50- 
65)—‘White Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Get 
Hep to Love’ (U). Going across for 
great $12,500. Last week, ‘Me My 
Gal’ (M-G) and ‘Great Impersona- 
tions’ (U) (2d wk), strong $8,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 40-50-65) —‘Mummy’s Tomb’ (U) 
and ‘Night Monster’ (U). Horror 
combo hefty draw, nice $12,000 in 11 
days. ‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) opens 
today. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 40-50-65)—‘Forest Rangers’ 
(Par) and ‘Falcon’s Brother’ (RKO). 
Strong $13,000. Last week, ‘Gentle- 
man Jim’ (WB) and ‘Hidden Hand’ 
(WB) (2d wk), big $8,600. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 40-50-65) 
—‘Major and Minor’ (Par) and ‘That 
Other Woman’ (20th). Terrific $16,- 
200. Last week, ‘Springtime Rockies’ 
(20th) and ‘Wildcat’ (Par). Made 
hearty $8,800 after pulling mammoth 
$17,200 first week. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 40- 
50-65)—‘Sin Town’ (U) and ‘Behind 
Eight Ball’ (U). Probably only thin 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Now, Voyager’ 
CWB (22 wk, gut husky $6,500. 


‘Navy - Scandals’ 
Unit Hot $20,000 








Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. 

Biz is really getting it from all 
sides here these days. On top of 
everything else a frigid wave over 
the weekend knocked the bottom 
out of everything. Holding up best 
of all is the Stanley, where George 
White’s ‘Scandals’ unit with ‘Navy 
Comes Through’ is strong. Others 
are way off, as they were in ihe 
preceding week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)— 


‘Pittsburgh’ (U). Title is helping 
some in this burg but everybody’s 
wondering why that tag. However, 


Dietrich-Wayne-Scott combo in an- 
other ‘Spoilers’ setting is 
to drum up some trade. Looks like 
$8,500, fair. Last week, ‘Never Love- 
lier’ (Col), big disappointment at less 
than $6,500, new low here. 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700: 30-4 
‘Black Swan’ (20th) (3d wk 
current h.o., so-so $6,500. Last 
$10,000, giving picture better 
$32,000 on the run, okay. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40-55) 
—‘Forest Rangers’ (Par). Mild $13.- 
000. Last week, ‘Me My Gal’ (M-G), 
a mystery at $15,000, very weak for 
a special that’s been getting dough 


0-55) 
oe 


week 





everywhere. 
Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55)—‘Now, 
Voyager’ (WB) (3d wk). Weak $2,- 


200 after playing Penn and Warner. 
Last week, ‘Major and Minor’ (Par), 
| also via same route, $2,400. 


Senator (Harris) (1,750: 30-40-55) 


| —Undying Monster’ (20th) and ‘D1 
Renault’s Secret’ (20th). Should do 
better than $2,500, okay. Last week 


‘Who Done It? (U), which moved 


here after 10 days at Har all right 


$3,000 


Stanley (WB) (3,800: 30-44-55-66) 


‘Navy Comes Through’ (RKO) and | 


George White’s ‘Scandals’ unit. Unit 
tied to this picture spells smart $20.- | 
000. Last week, ‘White Cargo’ (M-G) 

| ar d Major Bowes Amateu! oot 
house best biz in long time. $21,000 

| Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-55) 
| ‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) (2d wk). Moved | & 
to this spot from the Penn and here 
| it’s doing much better comparatively 

| Looks like $7,500 anyway, very satis- 
factory. Last week, ‘Now, Voyager’ | 
(WB), also moveover from Penn, | 


strong $8,000. 


‘Cargo’ Hot $20,500 In 
St.Louis; ‘Swan’ 125 


St. Louis, Dec. 15. 
‘White Cargo’ is big at Loew’s 
will be the best grosser with socko 
total and a h.o. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-50)— 











‘White Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘About 
| Face’ (UA). Will grab the banner | 


take of week 


‘Spirit Of Stanford’ (Col) (2d wk), 
| nice $14,600. 


| Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 
| 5}0)—‘Black Swan’ (20th) and ‘Des- 
i tination Unknown’ (VU), z 


Port.; ‘Rangers’ $13,000 | 


In Sagging Pitt. 


managing | 


| 
: 


and | 


| Blues Away’ 


with socko $20,500. | 
| Last week, ‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) and) 








: Last week, ‘Now Voyager’ (WB) and 
| ‘Get Hep To Love’ (U), neat $14.200. 
| Fox (F&M) (5,000: 30-40-50)— 
| ‘Glass Key’ (Par) and ‘Priorities On 
Parade’ (Par), So-so $13,000, below 
average. Last week, ‘Ox-Bow In- 
cident’ (20th) and ‘Secret Weapon’ 
(U), mediocre $11,400. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570: 30-40-50) 
—Ox-Bow Incident’ (20th) and 
‘Now, Voyager’ (WB). Only fair $6,- 
000. Last week, ‘Who Done It?’ (U) 
and ‘Nightmare’ (U). Slumped badly 
to lame $5,300. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th) and ‘Berlin 
Correspondent’ (20th). Sad $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Undying Monster’ (20th) 
and ‘Dr. Renault’s Secret’ (20th), 
mild $5,200. 


‘Rockies’ Tall $11,000, 
Topper in Mild Mpls.; 
‘Yank Eton’ So-So 736 


Minneapolis, Dec. 15. 

Approach of Christmas, cold 
weather and possibly gasoline ra- 
tioning are getting in their licks and 
the bdkoifice ish’t so healthy.” Cur- 
rent attractions, too, don’t size up as 
strongly as in previous weeks, the 
best being ‘Springtime in the Rockies’ 
at the State. The lone holdover, 
‘Road to Morocco,’ which has been 
goaling ’em, is in its third week and 
still rolling. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Boogie Man Will Get You’ (Col) and 
‘Omaha Trail’ (M-G). Headed for 
good $2,000 in five days. Last week, 
‘Hidden Hand (WB) and ‘General 
Died at Dawn’ (Par) (reissue), oke 
$1,800 in five days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Moved here after two very big weeks 
at State. Headed for good $6,000 
after, immense $17,000 and $9,000 first 
and second’ weeks. Last week, 
‘Avengers’ (Par), nice $8,000. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 28-30)—‘Tish’ 











(M-G). . Well-enough liked picture 
but only mild $2,500. Last week, 


| ‘Give Out, Sisters’ (U), $2,800. 

| Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 30-40-50)— 
|‘Yank at Eton’ (M-G). Rooney pic- 
ture not so well received. Fairly 
good $7,500 likely. Last week, ‘Seven 
Sweethearts’ (M-G) and Russ Mor- 
gan orch, others on stage (35-44-55), 
| fairly healthy $14,000 was disappoint- 





| ing. 

State (P-S) (2,200; 30-40-50)— 
‘Springtime in Rockies’ (20th). Cast 
lineup spells boxoffice but mixed 


opinion on picture. Trim $11,000 looks 

about all. Last week, 

rocco’ (Par) (2d wk). big $9,000 
Uptown (Par) (1,100; 30-40)—‘Now 


| Voyager’ (WB). First neighborhood | 
howling. Fine $4,200. Last week, 
‘Somewhere Find You’ (M-G), ditto | 


29 ors 
at $35,800. 


World (Par-Steffes 


|55)—‘Flying Fortress’ (WB). Not so 
| well spotted at this carriage-trade 
| house. Nice $2,000. Last week, ‘D« 

| perate Journey’ (WB) (3d wk), oke 
| $2,200 after 


preceding session 


‘Swan’ Mildish $9,000 
In L’ ville; ‘Cargo’ 126 


Dec, 15 


terrific this 


Louisville 
Taki far from 


week, but everything con 


are 
idered they 

ve 
proimtadie 
hurt. So 
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laintainil 
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far gas rationing 
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7 
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PTOSSel ‘White Cargo’ at 
| State. 

Estimates for 
Brown (Fourth 
15-30-40) — ‘Thunder 
and ‘That Other Woman’ 
(20th). Picking up an extra $2,000 
on moveover from Rialto, just fair. 
Last week, ‘Road to Morocco’ (Par), 
lusty $4,500 on moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25) 
—Yank at Eton’ (M-G) and ‘Across 
Pacific’ (WB). Medium $1,700. Last 
| week, ‘The Magnificent Ambersons’ 
(RKO) and ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G), good 

| $1,900. 
Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,300; 15-30- 
| 40)-—‘White Cargo’ (M-G) and‘ Laugh 
(Col). They’re going 
for this one in great style. Fine $12,- 
| 000. Last week, ‘Me My Gal’ (M-G) 
'and ‘Counter Espionage’ (Col) (2d 
wk), medium $8,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40) —- ‘Flying Fortress’ (WB). 
| Medium $4,000, Last week, ‘Gentle- 
man Jim’ (WB) (2d wk), fair $3,200 
| Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40) — ‘Black Swan’ (20th) and 
‘Yanks Are Coming’ (20th) 


This Week 

Avenue - Loew’s) 
(1,400; 
(20th) 





‘Road to Mo- | 


) (350: 30-40-50- | 


- | (20th), 


fine $3,200 and $10,000 | 


| ‘Boogie 


‘Bambi-Surgeon’ Brisk $15,000 In 
Det.; ‘Wings’ 186, ‘Ro 


ckies’ 226, 2d 


| 
Detroit, Dec. 15. 


Christmas shopping and gas rae 
tioning to slight extent are denting 
loop grosses here but not like in re- 
cent years. Only three new bills in 
the first-runs this week, with the 
likelihood that the Fox, with second 


week of ‘Springtime in the Rockies’ 
and a freshener, ‘Get Hep to Love,” 
will continue to top the town, 
Palms-State with ‘Wings for the 
Eagle’ and ‘Lady Gangster’, is brisk, 
with ‘Bambi’ and ‘Army Surgeon’ at 
the Madison also off to a good start. 
Second week of ‘Now, Voyager’ and 
‘Dr. Broadway’ will be up among the 
leaders. 
Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 50-65)— 
‘Sister Eileen’ (20th) (4th wk) and 
‘We Are Marines’ (RKO). Freshener 
on the bill can hold this up to a fair 
$6,000. Last week, with ‘Madam 
Spy’ (U), oke $7,300. 

Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 
(2,800; 50-65)—‘Road to Morocco’ 
(Par) and ‘Wings and Woman’ (RKO) 
(3d wk). Newest house in the first- 
run setup still on okay side with 
$8,000 sighted after good $10,000 last 
week. Moved here after two great 
weeks at Michigan. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5/ ~ 65) 
=<Springtinié Mi” Kockies” C70" x 
wk) and ‘Get Hep to Love (U). 


Registering fine $22,000 after $34,000 
last week when coupled with ‘Stand 
By Networks’ (Col). 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,800; 
50-65)—‘Bambi’ (RKO) and ‘Army 
Surgeon’ (RKO). Nicely spotted in 
the loop to catch the small fry with 
the holiday junkets downtown: brisk 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Navy Comes 
Through’ (RKO) and ‘Henry, Dizzy’ 
(Par) (2d wk), fair $8,000 after hefty 
$15,000 in first stanza. ; 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
50-65)—‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) and 
‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par) (2d wk). Still 
on the strong side at $17,000 after 
great $24,000 in first session. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 50-65)—‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) 
and ‘Lady Gangster’ (WB). Fine 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Flying Tigers’ 
(Rep) and ‘Big Street’ (RKO) (2d 
wk), healthy $10,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 50-65)—‘Seven Sweethearts’ 
(M-G) and ‘Cairo’ (M-G). Dull $12,- 
000. Last week, ‘War Vs. Mrs. Had- 
ley’ (M-G) and ‘Tarzan’s Adventure’ 
(M-G), sound $15,000, 


‘WHISTLING’ OFF-KEY 
$8,500 IN CINCINNATI 





Cincinnati, Dec. 15. 

Yule shopping, snow and gas ra- 
tioning are giving the theatres a bad 
| beating currently. Of the three new 
| film White Cargo,’ at the Palace, is 
the b.o. topper. ‘Whistling in Dixie,’ 
at the Albee, is next best, but off key, 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Whistling in Dixie’ (M-G). Off key 
$8,500. Last ‘Black Swan’ 
lofty $17,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Me My Gal’ (M-G). Third week of 
moveover. Fair $3,500 following last 
week’s okay $4,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 20-30)— 
Man Get You’ (Col) and ‘Pi- 
rates Prairie’ (RKO), split with ‘Ma- 


at week, 


niia Calling’ (20th) and ‘Little Joe, 
Wrangler’ (U). No complaint at $2,- 
100 San® last week on ‘Falcon’s 
3rother’ (RKO) and ‘Man in Trunk’ 
(20th), divided with ‘Living Ghost’ 
(Mono) and ‘Sage Valley’ (PRC). 
Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50)~— 
i ‘Gentleman Jim’ (WB) Switched 
from Palace for second round. On 
the beam at $4,500. Last week, ‘Pri- 
orities Parade’ (Par), thin $3,500 


| ‘Mi 
| Last 


Birds’ | 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 

Wiggs’ (Par). Sorry $3,000. 
week, ‘Washington Slept Here’ 
(WB) (2d run), snug $4,5007* 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 
| ‘Washington Slept Here’ (WB). Sec. 
|}ond transfer for third session on 
front line. Oke $3,500. Last week, 

‘General Died at Dawn’ (Par) (re- 


issue), ditto. 


Palace (RKO) (2,600: 33-40-50)— 
‘White Cargo’ (M-G). Very good $11,- 
500. Last week, ‘Gentleman Jim’ 


(WB), no knockout with $9,000. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 33-40-50)— 
‘Black Swan’ (20th). Transferred 
from Albee for second week. Excel- 
lent $5,500. Last week, ‘Never Love- 
lier’ (Col) (2d run), sluggish $3,000. 





000. Last week, ‘Thunder 

(20th) and ‘That Other 

(20th), medium $8,000. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 15- 


Birds’ 
Woman’ 





De Looks | (U) anc 
00d $12,500.| headed for second money, fairish $9,- | $3,500. 


| 30-40)—‘Mrs. Wiggs’ (Par) and ‘Ald- 

rich, Editor’ (Par). Aiming at pretty 
|} Zood $3,800. Last week, ‘Sin Town’ 
i ‘Destination Unknown’ (U}, 
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Indie Exhibs Not Loading Up On 
Lesser Film For Fear of Shortage 


While it appeared inevitable that 
numerous independent exhibitors 
would be hard hit on product avail- 
ability this year because of the num- 
ber of holdovers and long extended 
runs in key spots, paradoxically the 
indie distributor, who might figure 
to benefit from such situation, has 
not done so. 

Where last fall independent dis- 
tribs obtained numerous product 
deals (this also was true of certain 
major distributors not selling in 
blocks-of-five) because exhibitors 
wanted to be certain of sufficient 
product to maintain steady opera- 
tions, there is no such urge this sea- 
son. With nothing to prevent exhiod- 
itors from buying blocks before be- 
ing screened and no ~ut-and-dried 


stipulation on buying under decree | 


terms this season, the yen of exhibs 
to book up loads of indie product is 
Jacking. 

With many indie exhibitors this 
year it is not a matter of deals for 
pictures but when such screen prod- 
uct will be available for them to 
show in their theatres. This has re- 
sulted from the huge increase in 
number of holdovers in first-run sit- 


wations..andsecond.run spots plus | 


the length of extended runs in such 
houses. 

Attitude of the distributor, espe- 
cially those with major circuit sub- 
sids or affiliations, 
titled to get as much playing time 
as he can out of the first-run key 


houses. When it is realized that he 
obtains the bulk of his total film 
rental from such accounts, it can 


hardly be considered good business 
for him to rush a picture out of first- 
run theatres simply to appease the 
subsequent-run house. Stronger 
product in some instances, coupled 
with stronger boxoffice, resulting 
from increased attendance and freer 
flow of money, has hiked the num- 
ber of holdovers and extended runs 
—and the distributor feels, of course, 
this is no fault of his. 
The Time Element 

In recent months the situation has 
become so bad that numerous indies 
have felt fortunate if they had any 
worthwhile pictures to exhib. With 
# couple of weeks playing time added 
to first-run accounts before they hit 
second runs, and additional time pil- 
ing up all along the line, the subse- 
quent-run account figuring on get- 
ting a feature within a month now 
¢iscovers it is nearly two months 
before it reaches him. Ultimately, 
the A-1 boxoffice attractions will 
start getting out to the subsequent 
indies hut even then these exhibitors 
are convinced the pictures will be 
badly milked. 

Probably the 
what this 
pendent even in larger 
‘heatres, cropped out in Brooklyn re- 


prize 
doing to inde- 


+ yati 
tuation | tO Ina 


operations, 


cently. A deluxe indie cinema, ratk- 
ey well known for the quality of 
screen fare and its A-1l operation 


(one house in a circuit which play 


split Loew on the other section of the 


circuit) showed a Russian-made film 
and a weak indie picture the first 
half of the week and two re-issues 


the last half. It is the first time the 
theatre ever played a foreign-made 
picture. 

Another 
hood thus far 
major company boxoffice 
the 1942-43 lineup this s« 
where Greater New York 
sues are cropping out as even majo! 
distrib affiliated theatre 
struggle to make up programs. 

The slow clearance for subsequent 
runs is producing the expected 
thing, a concerted demand by these 
exhibs for lower film rentals. Such 
exhibitors contend that the value of 
product has been considerably dimin- 
ished if they have to wait two, three 
or four weeks longer to play 
picture after it has finished first-rur 
accounts, 


neighbor- 
only two 
hits from 


that 


shown 


house in 


nas 


in 


circuit 


Firemen Rule Out Lobby 
Tinsel As Too Hazardous 
Because of the extreme care in 

safeguarding night clubs, theatres 

and other places of amusement, as 
an aftermath of the Boston Cocoa- 
mut Grove disaster, the elaborate 
animal lobby, arranged by United 
Artists for the opening of ‘Jacare’ 


at the Globe, N. Y., was ruled out. | 


N. Y. firemen 
animal! array in 
too hazardous. 
Display was 
about $2,000. 


deemed the stuffed 


the theatre 


is that he is en- | 


example of] 


ason, Else- | 
re-is- | 


the 


lobby | 





Q _ 


| Warnerites to Coast 


Charles Einfeld left New York 
|Friday (11) for the Coast, accompa- 
nied by Mitchell Rawson, eastern 
ipublicity director, and Whitney 
| Bolton, liaison publicity representa- 
'tive between studio and homeoffice. 
|Einfeld will return east in January 
for the premiere of ‘Air Force’ at 
ithe Hollywood, slated for sometime 
|between Jan. 8 and 15. 
| al B. Wallis, who left N. Y. for 
| Cincinnati on Thursday (10) to con- 
{fer with Irving Berlin on filming of 
‘This Is the Army,’ arrived on the 
Coast over the weekend and will im- 
imediately start preparation on pro- 
duction of ‘Army.’ 


Anyway, Sol Lesser 


And Chita Got Plenty 


Washington, Dec. 15. 





There will not allow itselr (6°bE Giawat 
|into Hollywood's controversy con- 
icerning Chita, the Tarzan chimpan- 
| zee. 

Story from Hollywood is that Sol 
| Lesser, who is making a film starring 
| Chita and Johnny Weismuller, re- 


'fused a salary increase for the tal-| 


lented Chita and the question arose 
| whether Chita is animal or actor. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, owners of 
| Chita, pointed out that their contract 
|stipulated that a raise in pay for 
| Chita was to go into effect Monday. 
| Actors’ salaries are frozen, Lesser 
M-G-M countered 
| with the claim that Chita is an 
|animal and not an actor. Lesser 
announced that he was getting in 
touch with Economic Stabilization 
Director James F. Byrne to gét a 
ruling straight from Washington. 

| At Byrne’s White House office it 
iwas said that if the matter is brought 
to them it would be tossed right 
back to Hollywood. Hugh Ducker, 
chief of the salary stabilization office 
for the area that embraces Holly- 
|.wood, is supposed to know all about 
'actors and animals and their salaries 
and also about the salary regula- 
| tions that affect them. 


GIVE MARINES’ OPENING 
| 48-HOUR RADIO BALLY 


‘maintained, but 





Confronted with having to rush 
complete ad-publicity-exploita- | 

tion campaign before the _ public, 
March of Time and 20th-Fox under- 
took an intensive spot radio bally 
for the Dec. 12 New York opening 
of ‘We Are the Marines,’ second fea- 
ture made by M. of T. Result was 
ijthat Hal Horne and Albert Sind- 
linger, of 20th-Fox and March of 


| Time, respectively, and Jack Pegler, 
of Lord & Thomas, lined up some 
1108 spot announcements on _ local | 
N. Y. radio stations, all aligned to | 
break within 48 hours Many of 
the spot spiels were made by West- 
brook Van Voorhis, known as the 


‘March of Time’ voice 
The’ radio 
enin of 


time __itthat 
‘Marines’ at 
j|theatre included 
iwith well-known 


preceded 
the Globe 


special interviews 


|Jack Glenn, director of the film. 
Special break for the picture on the } 
M. of T. network show was spotted 


iThursday (10) night. 


Metro’s Slick Mag Ads 


Metro inaugurated 


slant 


an unusually 
its advertising treat- 


ment of ‘Random Harvest’ in 13 na- 


smart in 


tional magazines. Instead of the un:- 


versally-accepted style of layout, the 
|dispiays actually simulate a page of 
the magazine in which the copy ap- 
pears with the text written by top- 
flight writers of those mags. such as 
| Faith Baldwin in Ladies Home Jour- 
nal, Clarence Buddington Kelland in 


| Satevepost, Octavus Roy Cohen in 
|Collier’s and Rex Stout in the 
American. 
Staff artists of each mag did the 
art. The magazines selected have an 
¢ ombined 


readersnip 


Of Free Press Space 


Office of Economic Stabilization | 


radio figures plus | 


‘Voodoo’ Got ’Em 


Memphis, Dec. 15. 

Ben Rogers, student assistant man- 
ager at the Warner, was slightly in- 
jured Saturday night when more 
than 4,000 people tried to jam their 
way into the Warner for a special 
midnight ‘Voodoo Show,’ supple- 
menting the regular late feature. 

Pressure from a crowd that ex- 
i tended all the way across Main street 
| broke the glass in the boxoffice win- 
| dow, a piece of it landing in Rogers’ 
leye. An usher alse suffered a broken 
| finger. 


Dimout Juice Saving Nil 
Compared to Theatre 
Loss in Advertising 














Although it was believed among 
theatre operators that dimout regu- 


lations would be relaxed, especially 


{during the winter months when 
there is less danger of air raids, 
the retention of the original regula- 


tions or tightening them, as in New 
| York, still does not effect much sav- 
ling in costs of juice, according to 
variable estimates. 

Operators, as well as engineers, 
point out that the saving may run 
from minor amounts to several hun- 
SE Vet <Se See, teeaee » that jhat- 
ever is saved more than offset 
by the loss of the advertising value 
of signs or marquees. Thus, while 
a theatre might save on electricity 
and bulbs, it may be losing twice as 
much in business due to the dim- 
outs, 


According to a film engineering 
source, the reduction in the use of 
electric power may be averaging 
around 8% for theatres. 

Among other things, the amount 
of power varies in accordance with 
the number of daylight hours when 
marquees or signs may be in opera- 
tion; also in line with the amount 
used for cooling systems. Some- 
times they are required earlier in 
the summer than in in other years, 
making comparisons difficult. 

Also, since the dimout, many 
theatres are burning more juice on 
marquees, outer signs and in lob- 
bies than prior to the dimout. 

There is little fear concerning an 
increase in electricity rates, though 


is 


pointed out that where private 
utilities are supplying the power, 
the cost is generally higher. In 
New York City, one-cent and a 


fraction is 


juice c 


the lowest price at which 


an be obtained. cost ranges 





up to 7c, with result a cutdown in 
the amount of power increases the 
| cost per kilowatt hour. In other 
| words, a theatre, now using less 
| juice than before the dimout, may 
| be paying a cent or more per kilo- 
|} watt, thus jazzing up the figures 
| when it comes to making a reliable 
| cOmparison 

| In the summer, more power is 








| School of the U.S.A. 


|} used aside from cooling systems, 

| because signs and marquees can be 
kept on n lon ge than in De- | 
‘ember when days are shortest. 


Pic P.A.’s in Service 
| Retain Guild Rights 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


Film press agents who have en- 
tered military service will retain 
their full rights as members of the 
| Screen Publicist Guild, under a 
| referendum now in the mails. Bal- 
| lot reads: 

‘War ervice will not interrupt } 
the active membership of any mem- 
ber of the Screen Publicist Guild in 
good standing at the start of such 
service. There shall be an honorary 


| Suspension of dues and assessments 
| during war service. Notices of gen- 


eral membership meetings shall be 
sent to all members in war servy- 
ice.’ 


2-for-1’s in Roch. 
Rochester, N. Y., Dee. 15. 

Rochester theatre men are report- 
| ed stirred up over 2-for-1 tickets dis- 
tributed in neighborhood stores by 
| Howard Carroll. Strand. The tickets, 
which may be had for the asking, 
are good either afternoon or eve- 
nings Wednesduys and Thursdays for 
two persons on payment of a single 
admission price. Rate in the after- 
noon is 15c.. making actual cost of 
admission 72c, whereas’ regular 
price I 





for children throughout the 
ty is lle 
I ; is ‘Big Bingo’ Tues- 
| ' d F 





Not ‘Essential,’ Exhib-Distrib Units 


More n 


More for Femmes 


,% 





_— 


Since the exhibition and film dis- 
tribution branches of the picture 
business are not likely to find man- 
power relief in the category of ‘es- 
sential’ industries, under which the 
War Manpower Commission is likely 
to place some phases of production, 
major circuits and distribs are pre- 

ring to meet increased drafting of 
manpower during the coming months 
by more general employment of 
women. 

All reports from circuit operators 


indicate that the problem of provid- | 


ing adequate manpower for theatres 
has reached an acute stage and that 
it has now become necessary to plant 
women in executive posts. Apart 
from the drain on manpower for mil- 
itary service, film execs also antici- 
pate additional loss of manpower 
when the WMC campaign to switch 


| workers from non-essential to essen- 


tial industries goes into high. 


Various Government officials have | 


already issued several warnings to 
employers to arrange for women to 
take over jobs as quickly as possible. 

The film industry manpower com- 
mittee, meantime. has drawn up a 
list of studio workers considered es- 
sential to the preservation of the in- 
dustry. Among those included in the 
survey were technicians, such as 
cameramen, film cutters, sound engi- 
neers, grips, electricians, and anima- 
tors. Indications last weeks... 
ported in Variety, were that these 
classes of studio workers would be 
declared essential and that the indus- 
try may also be given a broad ‘essen- 
tial’ classification. This latter. how- 
ever, would not provide for blanket 
deferments in exhibition, distribution 
or any other branch of the industry 
where women or other untrained 
personnel not eligible for defense 
plant or military service could be 
employed as replacements. 

‘Chappie’ Chapin Out 
St. Louis, Dec. 15. 

The sale of the Saunders, Harvard, 
Ill., to the BK. & K. Theatre Co.. 
saw the passing of E. B. ’Chappie’ 
Chapin who was connected with the 
house in some capacity for 35 years. 
In 1907 he began as a prop boy and 
successively was usher, projectionist, 
buyer, booker and finally manager. 
His successor is Louis Simonini. B.K. 
& B. also owns and operates a house 
at Hinsdale, Tl. 

Mike Chiaventone has succeeded 
Paul Russell as manager of the Val- 
ley, Spring Valley, Ill. Russell is 
doing his bit in a defense plant. 

Pasquale Magnini, manager of the 
Town, Prophetstown, IIl., sporting a 
suit of khaki, succeeded for the dura- 
tion by James Merchesi. 

Anderson Circuit, headquartered 
in Morris, Ill., relighted the Barge in 
Seneca, III. 

T. Hedges, formerly 
Illinois, Metropolis, 
Pat Meadows as 
Royy, Mounds, Il. 

Woodrow Poffer, former 
fo the Roxy, Ramsey, TI 
radio dept. of Squadron 


manager of the 
Ill., sueceeded 
manager of the 


manager 
now with 

No. 438 
at Lake Charles, 
Ill. 

M. Chamness, owner of the Nox. 
Carrie Mills, Ill., opened a new house 


— 


lant barkers for 1943. Clayton G. 
| Eastman, who was an assistant bark- 
er, becomes dough guy. Joseph 
Shure, Fabian division booker, has 
been chosen secretary. These offi- 
cers, together with managers Harry 
Alexander of 20th-Fox, Artie New- 
man of Republic, Paul S. Krumen- 
acker of Vitagraph, C. A. Smakwitz, 
assistant zone manager of Warner 
Bros. Theatres, and Max Friedman, 
head booker in the WB zone office 
here, comprise the board of directors, 








‘ Par Fetes Sullivan 
Paramount associates gave lunch- 
eon Friday (11) to Ed Sullivan, head 
of the photographic department, who 
yesterday (Tuesday) was inducted py 
ithe Army. 
| George Smith, western division 
sales manager for Paramount, has 
returned to his desk after a lengthy 
tour of his territory on film deals. 
WBites Back from Toronto 
Warner sales executives returned 
to the homeoffice Monday (14) after 
attending a two-day convention in 
, Toronto at which plans were laid for 
a special Canadian selling drive to 
start Dec. 20, as in the states. Above 
the border, a first prize of $1,000 was 
(Continued on page 19) 











-<e| Axis Propagandisis 


Give the Switch to UA’s 
OK Bally on Coward Pic 


Elimination ordered by the Hays 
office of a few cuss words in the 
new Noel Coward film, ‘In Which 
We Serve, *has become a real inter- 
national incident. It has not only led 
to a controversy between the Hays- 
ites and United Artists, the U. S. dis- 
tributors, on one side, and the Brit- 
am producers on the other, but has 
drawn attention during the past week 
|from the shortwave broadcasters of 
| both Italy and Spain. And comment 
aired by the latter was picked up 


| from a Stockholm dispatch. 
Rome, as might be expected, got 


|the details somewhat confused and 
| exaggerated the importance of the 
|incident. Speaking in Italian to the 
| people of the Italian Empire and in 
!English to North America, Radio 
Roma last Wednesday (9) declared: 
| “The New York State Censorship 
|Bureau refused to pass a British 
| propaganda film illustrative of the 
| British fleet, ruling that it was unac- 
ceptable from a moral point of view.’ 
The DXer at Malaga, Spain, used 
a Stefani (Italian news agency) dis- 














| 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 


patch datelined from Stockhoim . It 
said that U. S. censors had rejected 
a film on the British fleet because 


the dialog included bad language 


SPG ASKING PAY TILTS 


vith the same tag at Karnak, I. 
The Art, Winona, IIL, shuttered for | 

the duration. | FOR ADDED SERVICES 
The Empress, Decatur, Il., 100% 


facelifting, 

D. M. Dillenbeck 
of Rialto, Bushnell, Ill., a Pirtle 
house. He formerly was associated 
with the State, Sterling, Ill.. and re- 
cently received a citation for out- 
standing theatre man j 
the third quarter of 1942. 

McGovern & Arvin giving 
Ritz, Oden, I1., facelifting job. 


agement during} 
their 
Mer. Goes Mortician t 

| 

Salt Lake, City, Dec. 15. | 

R xy (Fox), Brigham City, tem- 
porariiy without manager since man- | 


ager Sterling Nelson resigned to be- 
come mortician. 
Joe Anstead’s Leave 
Worcester, Dec. 15. 


Gertrude Tracy, for several months 
assistant manager of Loew’s Poli 
here, last week replaced Joe Anstead. 
for many years manager of the Loew 
Poli Elm St. house. Anstead granted 
leave of absence due to illness. Mary 
Foley of Worcester promoted to as- 
sistant manager to Harold Maloney, 
Poii manager, vice Miss Tracy. 


Latta Heads Albany Variety 
Albany, Dec. 15. 

C. J.:Latta, New. York State zone 
manager for Warner Bros. Theatres, 
is the new Chief Barker of the Al- 
bany Variety Club. Latta, who came 
here from the post of assistant zone 
manager in Pittsburgh when Moe 
Silver, the first Chief Barker under 
the reorganized setup, was upped to 


zone head in that city, takes the place | 


of L. R. Golding. Golding, divisional 
manager of the Fabian circuit. ad- 
vanced from first assistant to chief 
when Silver went to Pittsburgh. 


Herman L. Ripps, Metro branch 
manager, and Neil Hellman. loca] 
ependent exhibitor, are the ass 


the new manager} 


| Screen 
|result of men going into the service, 


ist- |} V.p. and 


Because added duties have been 
assigned to numerous members of the 
Publicists Guild, largely as 


the union is preparing to make offi- 
cial demands upon the heads of pub- 
licity-advertising departments in New 
York for increases in pay in accord- 


{ance with extra work performed. 
While it has made unoficich- copie. 


sentations to publicity-advertising 
chiefs, claiming more pay should be 
given in view of added work, so far 


|no raises have been passed out 


As a result, the grievance commit- 
tee of SPG, of which Lawrence Lip- 
skin of Columbia is chairman, has 
called a meeting for tomorrow night 
(Thursday) to discuss action. 

Regardless of its contract covering 
advertising, publicity and artist work- 
ers in the homeoffice, under which 
10% increases were granted when 
written, the SPG feels that the tel. - 
scoping of jobs or added duties for 
other reasons, makes boosts in pay 
justifiable. Also, under the wage 
stabilization act, employers would 
| not have to go to’ the War Labor 
| Board or the Treasury Dept. to ob- 
| tain approval for increases. 
| Hearings on arbitration of the SPG 
, dispute with Paramount in connec- 
tion with  increased-cost-of-living 
| bonuses to all employees except its 





;(‘SPG) members and execs earning 
over $200 weekly, have been put off 
juntil Friday (18), due to illness of 
| Hyman Glickstein, attorney for SPG. 
|A prior postponement kad been made 
at the request of Austin C. Keough, 
legal head of Par. 
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TENNESSEE JOHNSON 


Hollywood, Dec. 15 

Met: ‘ e of J. Walter Ruben p 
tior Feature Van Heflin, Lions B y- 
? | Hus Directed by W iam 
Di Sopeer \ John Ral 
at \ 34 ed 1 rigi M 
t ( ‘ r \ I Meve 
Ht ri 1 effect WV ‘ 
Ne I t J. Kerr ‘ 
in st n, De 10 i 
Run: 100 MINS 
Ar , Van H 
j ee | nel B ! i 
Eliza McCardle....e. eee Ruth Hussey 
Mrs. Fisher eeeesercece Marjorie Main 
McDaniel oceeces .Regis Toomey 
Coke .-...4, Edward Bromberg 
Mordecai Milligan. Grant Withers 
Andrews Alex Craig 
Senator Jim W: te rs oe Charles Dingle 
Congressman Hargrave...Carl Benton St ad 
Lineoln’s Emissary....... .Russell Hicks 
8 ee ..Noah Beery, & 
Major Crooks , oe .Robert Warwick 
Chief Justice Chase..........Montagu Love 
Mr. Secretary.. Lioyd Corrigan 
Senator Huyler..... eee William Farnum 
Lansbury......+se0. ~+»-Charles Trowbridge 
Martha..... coecoes Lynne Carver 
BREE ceeccece eocce Russell Simpson 
Jefferson Davis. eeneees .Morris Ankrum 





‘Tennessee Johnson’ combines facts 
and fancy in presenting the cinematic 
biography of Andrew Johnson, who 
succeeded Abraham Lincoln to the 
presidency It’s a ponderous and 
overfootaged affair, despite careful 
production, and rates as dubious box 
office. 

Despite provocative performances 
by Van Heflin and Lionel Barrymore, 
and a long parade of character studies 
of the times, picture is too draggy to 
catch audience attention. Historians, 
also, who are familiar with the presi- 
dential career of Johnson, will not 
be satisfied with the switch in facts 
necessary in the film biography to 

yet it past audiences in the South. 
hen it’s all over, basic idea seems 
to be that unity must prevail in the 
entire United States, free speech is 
paramount, and the Bill of Rights is 
an important document to the free- 
dom of Americans. But it takes too 
long in an unimpressive telling. 

Decidedly episodic script unfolds 
the life story of Johnson in not too 
colorful fashion. He arrives in a 
Tennessee town as fugitive from ap- 
prenticeship; sticks around to learn 
reading and writing from Ruth Hus- 
sey; leads non-landowners on cam- 
paign for bang a pe and winds 
up as Senator in Washington. In the 
secession movement, he remains loyal 
to the country, and nominated 
and elected vice-president in 1864. 
Lincoln is his guiding spirit, but on 
the President’s death, he gets jammed 
with Congress in endeavor to carry 
out Lincoln’s policies with regard to 
the conquered South. Picture then 
goes into lengthy footage on his im- 
peachment trial and final victory. 

Heflin displays an impressive ver- 
formance as Johnson, with Barry- 
more the irrascible and gruff politico 
bent on getting Johnson out of office. 
Miss Hussey does well as the wife 
who steers and controls her hus- 
band’s stubbornness and _ temper 
throughout his political career. Good 
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Out of the welter of headlines has 


emerged the first major American 
film exploiting the deeds of those 


heroes of World War II, the British 
Commandos, ‘The Commandos Strike 
at Dawn,’ as produced by Lest 
Cowan, with Paul Muni starred, is 
an unbeatable boxoffice combination 
of fine talents. 

This production has been endowed 
with all the facilities required to 
emerge as an exciting tale of the 
bloodless Nazi subjugation of a 
peaceful people—the people of Nor- 
way—and the spirit that prompts a 
group of Nordics to break the grip 
of Hitlerian despotism. It is a film 


that is frequently slow, sometimes 
belabored, and occasionally  un- 
believable in its sentimental dra- 
matics, but, withal, one that is a 


must-see because of its impending— 
and frequently realized—sense of ex- 
citement. 

The story’s title. would*suggest.a 
different course than that’ actually 














|ed and 


| 


taken by the pic, since it deals with 


as such, that it slithers into the com- 
monplace. It injects romance at an 
inopportune moment. There no 
gainsaying that acquiescence to par- 
ental moods is a vital part of mod- 
ern-day existences, but when a 
father, fearful for her safety, takes 
time out to see his young daughter 
while leading a Commando expedi- 
tion, that’s stretching credulity a bit 
too much. But then, again, if Muni 
hadn't done that, the film would not 
have ended on its present note. It 
was a scenario task operation that 
failed to do credit to the reputation 
of the famed fighters. However, 
those are comparatively minor re- 
flections. 

Much of ‘The Commandos’ setting 
is in a little Norwegian fishing vil- 
lage, and early 1939 finds its indus- 


is 


trious people apparently uncon- 
cerned about world events. They are 
peaceful folk, like Eric Toresen, 


for instance, who had never raised 
his hand but once in his life, at 17, 
and then only to strike another boy 
whom he had found kissing his girl. 

But the Nazi scorpion changed all 
that. The Nazis set up a local gov- 
ernment that soon turns the peaceful 
villagers to an underground m.ove- 
ment, 

Muni portrays the Nordic fisher- 
man who leads the movemerit and 
ultimately the Commando expedi- 
tion. His is a forthright perform- 
ance, occasionally underplayed, but 
always ringing true. Anna Lee is his 
romantic counterpart, a part that 
doesn’t afford her much of an op- 
portunity. Her few scenes, however, 
are acted well, though it’s a role 
that’s out of place. 
romance don’t strike 
note. 

There are a host of lesser players, 
all of whom perform excellently, 
even to the most insignificant char- 
acter part. Sir Cedric Hardwicke, 
Lillian Gish (her comeback in films), 
Robert Coote and Ray Collins con- 


a 


tribute notable characterizations. 
The writing credits are distinctive, 
Irwin Shaw having adapted the 
scenario from an original by C. S. 
Forester. John Farrow—Lieutenant- 
Commander John Farrow of the 
Royal Canadian Navy—has handled 
the direction. He maneuvered the 


Commando raid at a thrilling pace, 
and that portion is the film’s out- 
stander. Kahn. 


strange about the hero’s accident. 
Gaini ng access to the estate, re porter 
becomes confused with the various 
discrepencies, but falls in love with 
widow, Miss Hepburn. After reeling 
off extended footage, yarn exposes 
the deceased hero as major factor 
and leader in setting up a Fascist 
organization to take over. Miss Hep- 
burn dies conveniently at the finish. 
with Tracy writing his expose for 
syndication. 

Audiences might well question the 
picturization of the final destruc- 
tion of a widely-hexalded national 
hero, especially at this time. Al- 
though character is synthetic, that’s 
what ‘Keeper of the Flame’ does, 
even though unconsciously. 


Tracy delivers a top performance 
as the war correspondent, being ma- 
jor factor in keeping the picture 
from falling apart during its extend- 

sometimes confusing unfold- 
iss Hepburn is Hepburn, with 
mannerisms and de 
of line Best in re 


ing. 
usual 
livery 


studied 
Support 


Commandos and | 
favorable 


the British Commandos only in & 
final episode that finds them carry- | 
1c- | ing out a task operation in Norway. | 

| And it is an episode that vividly re- 
| veals why the Commandos will be 
'among history’s great warriors 

This is really a story of the Nor- 
wegian people, a people linked by 
| principles to the democracies but 
ground under the heels of fifth cal- 
umny and Nazi idealogies It is a 
tale of fiction laid against a canvas 
| of truth. 

It is when ‘The Commandos’ at- 
tempts to assume a ‘popular’ appeal 
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Miniature Reviews 





‘Tennessee Johnson’ (M-G) 
Carefully produced biographic 
ama developed in low gear. 
‘The Strike At 
Dawn’ boxoffice 
looms for Paul Muni starrer 
of the Flame’ (M-G) 
the b.o. heft of Spen- 
and Katharine Hep- 


a 
Commandos 
(Col). Big 


‘Keeper 
Needs all 
cer Tracy 
burn 

‘Quiet Please, Murder’ (20th). 
Whodunit thriller likely to be 
strong entry on dual setups. 


‘Ice-Capades Revue’ (Rep). 
Lively ice musical geared for 
okay grosses. 


‘The Great Impersonation’ (U). 
Okay spy meller for bookings 
in supporting dual spots. 

‘Dawn on the Great Divide’ 
(Mono). Last of the Buck Jones 
westerns and one of the best 

‘City of Silent Men’ (PRC). 
Good meller about ex-cons who 
make good. Slated for the better 
duals. 

‘La Guerra Gaucha’ (Arg- 
made). Possibly best Argen- 
tine-made, an historical epic. 








Richard Whorf, Darryl Hickman, 
Audrey Christie, Howard da Silva, 
Forrest Tucker, Frank Craven and 
Margaret Wycherly. Latter has one 
standout scene that is expertly han- 
dled. 

Direction by George Cukor #ccen- 
tuates characterizations at the sacri- 
fice of movement and pace. Script 
by Donald Ogden Stewart is heavy 
on the dialog side. Production is 
elaborate in sets and mounting, with 
photography by William Daniels add- 
ing much to values. Walt. 


Quiet Please, Murder 





20th-Fox 1 - ase of Ralph Dietri. h pro- 
duct Features George Sanders, Gail 
Pats Directed by John L riche. Screen- 
play Larkin fro ory by Lawrence G, 
Bloch I amera eph MacDonald: eci- 
‘ Louis Loeffler rradeshown in N. Y., 
I l ‘2 Running 70 MINS, 
les G ge Sanders 
M hb BIAMERT s cscesavedens Gail Patrick 
Mct ne I hard Denning 
1 5 SRRERCRT TLC Te Lynr Re rts 
M 1 fy Ds Ss y Jj kme1 

oo Serer rer, errr e Kurt Katch 
\ ( Marg Brayton 
Ee ee ee ee Pe Charles Tannen 
\i WE INOIG. sce cecseeeon’s Byron Foulg 
MES ss canes cheaa eran wens Arthur Space 
Ds c6esweeesesekeeséh cee Geo! W olcott 
WOOT 6c bc bercdeedeks oes .. Chick Collins 
Ste  Seeeee rere Terre Bud McCallister 
PORNO.» ccecccdes Bud Geart 
s OF. wccvvecetéeeesescs Harold I Goodwin 
Detective é ... James Farley 
r¢ CMAN. ,ecccceccovccesecs Jack Cheatham 
llouse TO. cccccocce eecccces Mir i Urecal 
PEMEDORG . 4000500006865 I t Roach 
Rebe Boe vcecteeesresupe I il Porcas 
La Pree reert Tr rie re Theodor von Eltz 

First-rate whodunit thriller has 


been made of this unusual detective 
yarn with George Sanders, the 
super-crook, picking up about where 
he left off in ‘Moon and Sixpence.’ 
Yarn gets out of hand towards the 
end—otherwise it would not fall back 
into ‘B’ classification. Handicap of 
this screwball title and lack of b.o. 
names will hold it in this groove, 
the film will prove a strong 
entry m y on twin bills. Looks a 
sure moneymaker because of appar- 
ent limited budget. 

Typical 
an entirely 
lows the 
of the 


He is 


as 


ain?! 
alili 


different 
carefully 
well-dressed 
student of 


twist as fol- 
plotted schemes 

crook, Sanders. 
rare editions and 
is forced 
guard in order to 
of these priceless 
works. His racket is to make perfect 
copies of the original and then sell 
them for fees the original might 
command. 

Plot pits him against Sidney Black- 
mer, German art collector, who is 
shipping the works back to Berlin, 
and an aspiring private sleuth, Rich- 


it 


a 


kill a library 
gain possession 


To 


leuth-crook yarn is given 
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ICE-CAPADES REVUE | 


(MUSICAL) 


Republic release of Robert North produc- 
on Stars Ellen Drew, Richard Denning 
features Jerry Colonna, Barbara Jo Allen 
(Vera Vague), Harold Huber and Ice-Ca- 
es Company includng Vera Hruba, Me- 
n Taylor, Lois Dw k, Donna At- 
wood Red MeCarth Phil Taylor, Joe 
Jackson, Jt Jackson & Lyman. Robin Lee, 
Dench & Stewart, the Benoits, keri Waite, 
Babs Savage Directed b Bernard Vor- 
haus. Sereenplay, Bradford Ropes and Ger- 
trude Purcell: original, Robert T. Shannon, 
Mauri Grashin; camera, John Alton; editor, 
Thomas Richards; musical diiector, Walter 
Scharf; skating sequences stawed by Harry 
Lossee: songs, Charles King, Walter Scharf, 
Sol Meyer & Brown: arrangers, Ken Darby, 
Marlin Skiles Previewed in New York, 
Dec. 15, °42. Running time, 79 MINS. 
Ann : Ellen Drew 
left ‘ Richard Denning 
Theophilus....... esccee Jerry Colonna 
Aunt Nellie... cccccccecs lurbara Jo Allen 
Duke Baldwin..........6.. Harold Huber 
Bubbles. .....ccccscccccscees Marilyn care 
DOM . occ coeecesecseccenre Bill Shirley 
Wiley Stome@....cccsccces Pierre Watkin 
BEOMOP... 0. +s sccccccsccccccees .. Si Jenks 
DG TOR ccc ctecnceeeses Sam Bernard 
Master of Ceremonies George Byron 


Republic’s second venture into ice 
extravaganzas looks like a sturdy 
grosser. It’s short on story values 
but strong on music and in spec- 
tacular production numbers. 

Eilen Drew and Richard Denning 
do not impress as big marquee lure 
yet when combined with Jerry Co- 
lonna and Barbara Jo Allen (Vera 
Vague) they add up to substantial 
exploitation possibilities. Important, 
also, is the ‘Ice-Capades’ title which 
ties in with the John H. Harris arena 
show of the same name. Production 
will cash in perhaps more heavily 
in the hinterland. wherever blade 
spectacles are known or have been 
heard of, and their following is by 
no means inconsiderab'e judging 
from the terrific’grusses bving gar- 
nered by the live skating musicals. 
In all. it’s a lively musical entry. 
retaining much of the speed and zest 
of the rink shows, neatly megaphoned 
with a minimum of waste footage. 
It is lacking only in vocal soloists, 
though chorus numbers " okay 
with such tunes as ‘Tequila,’ ‘Song of 
the Islands’ and ‘Guy with the Polka 
Dot Tie.’ 

The finale, 
with 


a military production 
the ‘Ice-Capades’ en- 


semble in a V-for-Victory formation 
is a rousing thriller with musical 
accompaniment such as ‘Anchors 


h,’ ‘Caissons Go Rolling Along’ 
and the Marine hymn packing a ter- 
rific wallop. Other standout produc- 
tion routines are the hula number, 
which features Vera Hruba, Czech 
figure-skating champ, the Ice Car- 
nival staged against an outdoor New 
England farm setting, the bustle 
number and the nitery revue which 
leads into the finale. 

Joe Jackson, Jr., is in'for a brief 
but socko bit from his standard rou- 
tine, Jackson & Lynam, comics in 
rookie uniforms, click, and Lois 
Dworshak dittos with her rhythm 
dance. Virtually all the specialists 
from the Ice-Capades score handily. 
these including Megan Taylor, Phil 
Taylor, Dench & Stewart, Donna At- 
wood and others 

Ellen Drew fills the bill nicely as 
the New England farm girl who in- 
herits a bankrupt ice show and runs 
into difficulties with an unscrupulous 


in order to help the gal in the clash 
with his former boss 
Jerry Colonna and 
Allen are in for a fev 
the former as a screwball 
millionaire backer of the ice show 
who turns out to be a phoney wait- 
ing to win a $50.000 radio jackpot. 
At one time he’s buying the Empire 
Building ‘because it’s a good 
place to spit down from.’ Miss Allen 
also provides giggles with her stand- 
ard feather-brain interpolations. 


Mori. 


Jo 


ce- 


Barbara 


laugh 


The Great t Impersonation 
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upport is provided by Marjorie 
fain, Regis Toomey, J. Edward 
fain, Re Grant Withers, Alec Craig, Keeper of the Flame 
Charles Dingle and Montagu Love. | Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Rest are brief bits in the kaleido- | | Metro release of Victor Savi lle (Leon Gor- 
scopic and episodic proceedings. bo. prod hucyjon - A ge A te 
Script by John Balderston and Cuki : 7 ‘ec Be oe " y Direc yd Pg cn 
Wells Root is studiously seg es art, based on novel by I. A. R. Wylie: cam- 
but too slowly developed for enter- | ¢r@. William Daniels; special effects, War- 
tainment purposes. Director Willi fom ae 7 = ete SS. Newcom 
Dieterle unsuccessfully concentrates | 000, 6 Ma lley ii - 
on characterizations to add to the | Christine Forrest  Kathar! ana q cece 
inadequacies of the piece for gen- | C1! Kerndor ....Richard Whorf 
eral audiences. Walt. | Mrs. Forrest Margaret Wycherly 
| Geoffre Midf bs tedeaes Forrest Tucker 
” - Di PICIGING. .. cceveseecs ...Frank ¢ ven 
- i ddie Ridges....cececes Horace McNally 
The Commandos Strike at | Orion spoaboay...reeveres Percy Kilbride 
D Jeb Rickards....ccscece. Darryl] H 1 
awn | Mr. Arbuthnot......s.... Donald k 
ae rene Re a ea o- | Zason, Ricka ites RON ; 
Stars Pau Mui features Anna . hit thhtite = ' 
ee, J n Gish Sir Ced Hardw ce, 
Robert Coote Rav Collin: Directed by | ‘Keeper of the Flame’ will need all 
7 - R. os Screenplay, Irwin Shaw, | of the marquee brilliance and _pull- 
ewe Cc. Mellor: Seon: Eaten, ing power of the Spencer Tracy- 
music, Louis Gruenberg: music director, | Katharine Hepburn starring duo to | 
M. W. Stoloff. Previewed in N. Y. Dec. | carry it through the regular runs for 
1 42. Running time, 100 MINS, varying degrees of profitable biz. 
rt r sem he d teal ~ re | Holdovers in the key spots are dubi- 
- esen...... <aeeaeaad Li lian Gish o- 
) WEN sees, Sir ¢ rie Hardw xe Novel by I. A. R. Wylie might 
eit oe - = A, e | re ad better than its transference to ag ; “a ‘ ae 
pe Maer e rv 1 | film form. It’s a melodrama with | ard Denning. His accomplice, Gail 
ree aince sae ni Cae aeons Sasa rae: PPLE AAD phi” Bom irr SW ie sd | Patrick, who Ptheear at: ese senna ned 
4nna Kors Hiisabeth Fraser | volved fashion, revolving around the fall lao love with the de tective, but 
| sn ea lenge ee ah Hiville Aldercn | death of a national hero of World | M€ver quite manages to elude the 
SU MOIS. when gacceckeut Barbara Everest | War I. Hero is killed at picture open- | Skillful manipulating of Sanders. 
P Sr Re Sei Rod Cameron | ing when his car catapults over |. With much of action laid in a 
Bohocieeeke eee oe ee | wee mae out bridge on his est library, director John Larkin has | 
a ow bovestav rRe - ‘aly | Tra just back from war corre- | Managed to develop maximum of 
Solveig Ts nn Carter | sponding assignment overseas, | Suspense as first the artful crook, 
Mr: LS rst . I i en | watches the funeral services and in- then the Nazi gang or the sleuth 
Alfred Korr lohn Arthur Stockton | uitively figures there’s something | 842s the upper hand. Rather in- 


volved moves are cleverly 
so that one thrill after 
jected into the story. 
Sanders, tailor-made for such roles 
because of his Falcon portrayals, 
contributes a bright performance. 
Miss Patrick is better than usual as 
his accomplice, while Richard Den- 
ning shows promise as the relentless 
McByrne, private detective. Black- 
mer makes a sufficiently menacing 
German ‘business-man,’ who is aided 
in his operations by two Nazi killers. 
Best of these is Kurt Katch. cast as 
a mute. Lynne Roberts has a lesser 
role as library assistant. Large sup- 
porting cast is headed by Byron 
Foulger as the excitable librarian. 


projected 
another is in- 





Wear. 
TITLE CHANGES 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
‘The Crime Smasher’ is release 


+547 


title on ‘Cosmo Jones’ at Monogram. 
‘Isle of Romance’ at Universal be- 
me ‘Rhythm of the Islands.’ 





ersal rel: ® of Paul Malvern prod ic- 
tine, Directe | john Rawlins s en- 
VW > Darling from 1 by 
I eim can George 
R ! ¢ I i § 1 rt i’re- 
i in st ! De 10 
2 R nit 70 MINS 

: I D i 
I \ I R ph Bellamy 
\ f Kive n Anke! 
- R I ° sebes Aul Mather 
Bardinet ecccceee - award Norrl 
Baroness Stephanie........ Kaaren Verne 
Gs 25.53.6544 60 0b0RSES. 60 Henry Daniell 
Dr. Schmidt. betenscocses Ludwig Stossel 
ge Se 50604669405 Mary Forbes 
Sir Tristram. .ccccccece ....-Rex Evans 
err ee eeresee Charles Coleman 
Hofmann....... eocccece -Robert O, Davis 
SOP 06606 6h oes ceeccecces ..Charles Irwin 
ROR 5 oT so u64 9045065 5.0 Fred Vogeding 
Nazi i eee are Victor Zimmerman 
Universal modernizes and refur- 


bishes E. Phillips Oppenheim’s tale 
- this new film version by switch- 
ng it into an English-Nazi spy drama 
aeons the original. Rating as a stand- 
ard entry in the programmer class, 
it will suffice as supporting fare in 
the duals. 

Story opens with a German and 
Englishman meeting in the African 
jungles to discover they are exact 
doubles. One emerges to return to 
England at the outbreak of the war, 
taking an important confidential’ gov- 
ernment post with the British, while 
personating as a member of a. Ger- 
man spy ring. Balancing’ fhe two 
identities, Ralph Bellamy has the’ 








opposition producer who has tied up 
all the arena bookings. She is not 
handled too well by the camera, 
however, and does not register as 
| attractively as in past appearances 
Richard Denning, romantic lead, | 
photographs well and: delivers ade- 
| quately as the bad bov turned good 


| audience in suspense until he’s 
| checked by Scotland Yard and proves 
| his British parentage. Handed 
phoney plans and assurances from 
Britishers for German use, he’s 
shipped off to Germany to deliver 
the secret documents. In the mean- 
time, the Nazi agents in England are 
rounded up, but Bellamy meets the 
same fate in Germany. He escapes 
get back to England, after send- 
ng Rudolph Hess on his famed plane 
trip to Scotland for rendevous with 
the supposed British Fascists. There’s 
minor note of romance, with Bellamy 
reuniting with his wife, Evelyn An- 
kers, while being pursued by the 
dead German’s girl friend and spy 
ring operator, Kaaren Verne. 
Despite the obvious texture of the 
yarn, picture has been provided with 
sufficient pace in both script and di- 
rection to carry it through satisfac- 
torily for the program houses. 
Bellamy capably handles his as- 
signment in the dual role at the start 
and the double identity later, with 
adequate support provided by Eve- 
lyn Ankers, Aubrey Mather, Edward 
Norris, Henry Daniell and Kaaren 
Verne. Walt. 


Dawn on the Great Divide 


Monogram release of Scott R. Dunlap pro- 


duction Features Buck Jones, Mona Par- 
rie, Raymond Hatton, Robert Lowery. Di- 
rected by Howard Bretherton. Original 
screenplay by Jess Bowers; suggested by 
the James Oliver Curwood story, ‘Wheels 
of Fate’; camera, Harry Newman: editor, 
Carl Pierson, At New York, N. Y., dual, 
Dea 9, ‘42. Running time, 63 MINS, 
a eT ere eee .Buck Jones 
PO Cc kode ceaebasecssdecane Rex Bell 
Sandy Hopkins...... -Raymond Hatton 
Sadie Rand...... Pre TTeT Mona Barrie 
BOOED . caw eesicves cece -Robert Lowery 
Wee GOORIN +2 1 cckeuess cannes Harry Woods 
Mary errr ye Christine MacIntyre 
Berane = Caorhis. .cccocscesecces Betty Blythe 
Judge Corkle oe peebeas Robert Frazer 
Rand.. eooevooess Tristram Coffin 
Martha seccceccetescceccces» can Wiley 
Tony Corkle...ccccesecsecess. Dennis Moore 
LOGOP. ca cvestoee ° seeeeees- ROY Bancroft 
PU sb 0 605-0000 00-055 bbe Silver 
‘Dawn on the Great Divide’ is the 
last picture Buck Jones made for 
Monogram before the Cocoanut 


Grove fire in Boston snuffed his life. 
And it’s a fitting curtain for this 
modern William S. Hart since this is 
one of his best films. While slow in 


spots, especially when the boy-meets- 
girl, as are most low-budget west- 
erns, it’s an'all-around good job. 


Even the story is a welcome relief 
from the usual plot of a cattle rustler, 
crooked sheriff and thieving banker. 


i In this one Jones is a scout guiding 


a wagon-train to Oregon. The prai- 
rie schooners are loaded with sup- 
plies for the railroad, there are a 
few settlers stringing along for pro- 
tection, and Jones’ problem is to get 
the supplies through without losing 
the settlers. 

Thanks to his side-kicks, Rex Bell 
and Raymond Hatton, the rampaging 
redskins prove to be renegade white- 
men; the trading camp politician and 
a conniving jurist are put in the 
clink; and Mona Barrie is running 
the town and pining for Buck Jones. 

The location sequences are better 
than average outdoor stuff. The wa- 
gon train’s progress across the plains 
is effectively used to build suspense 
that culminates in the expected at- 
tack on the train. The performances 


are capable right through, with Rex 
Bell stacking up as a good bet for 
solo western leads. Miss Barrie does 
well as a gambler’s frau and the 
veteran Betty Blythe scores with a 
bit as a blue-nosed gossip. Fran 
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Releasin 
Harwin produ 
Ibertson, June I, 
Directed by William Nigh 
Joseph Hoffman from original by Robert 
Ee. Kent and Joseph Hoffman, Camera, Gile 
bert Warrenton; sound, mm Jowett; 
tor, Carl Pierson Reviewed at New York, 
Y., Dee. 9, '42. Running time, 64 MINS, 
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June Lang 
in Wiley 
hard Clarke 
im Gould 
mett Lynn 
Dick Curtis 
n He inn 
nk Tou quet 
“My Seat tiendins 


uct 
R 


) rs gx 
Dixo n 
Frank 


on. ie: itu 
Tan Wiley. 
enplay by 


: 
Ing 


Sey 


Cors¢ 


fale 


Gil 
Hel 
Tane 


ivis ; 
Hendr eveeseeseece 
PE occ ciwsnnteusaes J 
SEOMOFEGe. oc csocccene 
Mayor Hendricks......+-... 
Jeb Parke 

Frank Mullet 


Jerry 


nk ie tt . 
Trier F 


in¢ 


This is a sleeper; a good job 
that came through despite the usual 
inherent to minor-B films 
and should break into some of the 
better dual bills. And, had its budget 
afforded something beyond the usual, 
and by now familiar, interiors, ‘City 
of Silent Men’ might rate top play- 
ing time. 

Chief assets that give the film its 
luster are the story and scripting and 
slick performances by Frank Albert- 
son, Jan Wiley and Emmett Lynn. 

The story tackles one of the worst, 
and most overlooked, problems con- 
fronting our social structure, namely, 
getting a break for ex-convicts at- 
tempting to go straight. Film details 
the experiences of a duo of ex-cons, 
battered from town to town, who 
finally come under the wing of a 
small-town mayor. He puts them to 
work running a cannery that had 
been closed for lack of manpower. 
Other repentants in need of a break 
are brought in to help run the plant. 

The conflict and suspense come 
from the local newspaper publisher 
who whips the townspeople into a 
frenzy of fear. Actually none of the 
ex-cons have stepped out of line 
ontinued on page 23) 
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| AT CAST 0M THE SCREEN! 
THE FIRST GREAT STORY 
OF THE WORLD-FAMOUS | 
COMMANDOS! 


STARRING | 


AUL MUNI 


vv Anna Lee Lillian Gish - Sir Cedric Hardwicke « Robert Coote 


Based on the C. S. Forester Cosmopolitan Magazine Story .... Screen play by Irwin Shaw 


Directed by JOHN FARROW - A LESTER COWAN PRODUCTION:- A COLUMBIA PICTURE 
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18 HOUSE REVIEWS 


STATE, N. Y. 


Cross & Dunn, Borrah Minevitch’s 
Harmonica Rascals (10), The Di- 
Gatanos, Condos Bros., 
‘Flying Tigers’ (Rep). 


Show 
as a six-acter but with only five 
turns when it opened Thursday (10), 
it still suffices. While running 
one hour, it still plays smoothly, 
has variety and packs good enter- 
tainment. 

Sybil Bowan, here before, was 
booked but forced to cancel due to 
a cold. Al Rosen, manager of State, 
explained he thought he had enough 
of a show, thus making no _last- 
minute replacement. He's right. 

Vet singing team of Cross and 
Dunn, who retain the technique of 
the old vaude days, headlining. They 
did 18 minutes Thursday night, when 
caught and have enough song-selling 
stamina to go the route. They do 
five numbers, with ‘Our Tailor Done 
Told Us,’ set to the melody of ‘Blues 
in the Night,’ a pip. A special num- 
ber about going through a physical 
exam for the Army also clicks. 

Apparently no one ever tires of 
Borrah Minevitch’s’ Rascals, the 
ragamuffin harmonica playing 
troupe, although Minevitch himself 
hasn't appeared with them for years. 
Also, act has a new short-legged 
comic for laughs and he does as well 
as his predecessor. 

The Rascals, who were in the pic- 
ture, ‘Always in My Heart’ (WB), 
released earlier this year, play the 
film's theme song for exceptional re- 


sults. Fat boy member of the gang 
does the vocal. Possessing a sweet 
voice, he scores solidly. The lad, 


singing ‘Pagliacci,’ while others are 
doing tricks to distract attention, got 
a heavy hand. 

Appearing fourth on the bill, in 
fullstage, the DiGatanos lend en- 
chantment to the show with their 
ballroom routines. The fast pirouet- 
ting finish by Adam DiGatano, with 
his beaut blonde partner draped 
around his neck, makes for a sock 
finish. Their dance to the tune of 
‘Beguine’ stands out. 

For dancing of another cut there 
are the Condos Bros. They regis- 
tered stoutly Thursday night with 
Serene taps, especially the novelty 
ciosing. 

In the opening spot are the Her- 
zogs, five girl trapezists, one of 
whom, an audience plant, performs 
on the swinging bar in street clothes 
for a batch of laughs. She carries 
her antics a little too far, however, 
causing some _ repetition. Turn, 
clocked at seven minutes, could be 
eut a little for speed. 

Biz good. Char. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Dec. 10. 


Lew Parker, Sara Ann McCabe, 
Nils and Nadynne, Chaz Chase, the 
Rhythm Rockets, Sam Jack Kauf- 
man’s House Orch, Art Brown, Lynn 
Allison; ‘White Cargo’ (M-G). 


With ‘White Cargo’ bouncing for a 
sensational $26,000 and Loew’s de- 
ciding to hold it over, Gene Ford’s 
new stage show, already booked, fol- 
lows schedule. Art Brown and Mae- 
stro Kaufman repeat their gag over- 
ture by swapping places, with the 
baton wielder showing he could play 
the organ. 

Lew Parker is fresh from a camp 
tour with ‘Hellzapoppin.’ With Wash- 
ington banning stooges in audience 
as restraint on unruly zoot suit and 
sweater girl rowdies, Parker works 
with one stooge on the stage. When 
caught at opening show he bowed 
off to a good hand. 

Sara Ann McCabe gets away from 
the conventional songbird routine, 
doing numbers from the musical 
comedy library including a Gershwin 
medley. Encores with ‘White Christ- 

Cyirl 





ner 


mas’ and ‘Beguine’ has 
Sm ane” gating aa nlnapiiaann 0, PS SRN; 
UNally ald snouta concentrate more 


on introductories to songs. 
Chaz Chase is still chewing up his 


props and does his burlesque strip 
tease and squat dance. Earned four 
bows. Dance team of Nils and Na- 


dynne features twirls and spinners 
and mingles terp with strength feats. 
A little novelty in their routine 
would pep it up. The Rhythm Rock- 
ets repeat their drum number, and 
the trailers fold after a repeat on 
*American Prayer,’ patriotic tableau. 
Kely. 


RKO, BOSTON 


Boston, Dec. 11. 
Bob Crosby Orch (14), Evelyn 
Farney, Billy Raye, Judy Manners, 
Ray & Trent; ‘Sin Town’ (U). 








A solid band and a tidy set of 
specialties lift this band show into 
the sock department. Earlier in the 


season it would have made com- 
mensurate dough kudos, and al- 
though biz was good at the first 


show and over the week-end, the 


sky isn’t the limit here any more 
with standees and lobby holdouts 
prohibited. 


Crosby’s music is recognized here- | 


abouts as the top in al 
product. The instrumentalists are 
nlanty  scoiund + . — 7 


The Herzogs; | 


here originally was booked } 


but | 


|tasty and. original, and there’s no 
clowning. 

The choice of tunes is the clue to 
the band’s show style. It does jazz 
classics, mostly, leading off with 
‘King Porter’ and following up with 
‘Jazz Me Blues,’ 
and ‘Big Noise From Winnetka,’ lat- 
ter featuring Bob Haggart and Cody 
Sandifer The Bobcats take their 
turn with ‘Strip Polka,’ and the 
whole registers plenty with the audi- 
ence. 

Judy Manners, the band’s vocalist, 
sings ‘This Is Worth Fighting For,’ 
‘A Great Day for the Irish’ and 
other tunes, taking off Helena O’Ccn- 
nell, Bonnie Baker, Beatrice Kay 
and Judy Garland. She's a sock 
entertainer as well as a solid vocal- 
ist, and gets a terrific reaction, hav- 
ing to beg off. Evelyn Farney leads 
off the specialty routjnes, doing a 
limber taperoo; Billy Raye follows 
with his deft juggling and patter 
and Ray and Trent, whose comedy 
risley is big with the audience, fin- 
ish off. Crosby himself sings but 
one tune, wandering on and off the 
stage in his unconcerned — 

ie. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 15. 
Jerry Wald Orch (15) with Anita 
Boyer, Johnny Bond, Betty Jane 
Smith, Lime Trio, Jack Gilford; 
‘Seven Sweethearts’ (M-G). 


Jerry Wald introduces his hot 
clarinet for the first time on the 
Earle stage and the young maestro, 
whose jive-time is gaining the kudoes 
from the younger set, is selling him- 
self to theatre patrons. 

Save for the fact that Wald’s pres- 
entations are almost entirely in the 
jive metier, the show the boys put 
on is plenty clicko. They should, 
however, also include a few schmaltzy 
tunes. 

With Wald’s clarinet leading, the 
band tees off with ‘Lady Be Good,’ 
followed by ‘Trains in the Night,’ 
‘Nameless’ and a swingy version of 
‘White Christmas,’ which shouldn’t 
be; this tune is too pretty to be 
swung. 

Johnny Bond lays aside his horn 
to handle the vocals—and nicely—on 
‘Brother Bill’ and ‘Five by Five.’ 

Wald’s attractive singer, Anita 
Boyer, gets herself some heavy palm- 
pounding when she gives out with 
‘Hip, Hip Hooray,’ ‘Wonder When 
My Baby’s Coming Home’ and ‘Mad 
About Him Blues.’ 

Jack Gilford is making a return 
appearance and he’s plenty enter- 
taining. The comic’s routine includes 
his now-familiar impressions of 
gangster pix, the ‘Dr. Kildare series,’ 
murder mysteries, etc. Also amus- 
ing is his takeoff on Rudy Vallee, 
Stan Laurel and an operatic bari- 
tone singing ‘Empty Saddles.’ 

The Lime Trio with their trick acro 
routine in which one of their num- 
ber twists himself into almost unbe- 
lievable shapes is also entertaining. 

Betty Jane Smith, also familiar 
here, gives a good account of herself 
in her ballet tap stint. 

Usual Saturday night capacity 
house when caught. Shal. 


HIPP, BALTO. 


Baltimore, Dec. 12. 

Don Rice, Three Flames, Al Gor- 
don and Racketeers, Mitzi Green, 
Marion Hutton and Modernaires 
(5), Felice Iula and House Orch. 
(13); ‘Falcon’s Brother’ (Col). 

Very solid flesh layout smartly as- 
sembled and routined for sock. Don 
Rice emcees and contributes a strong 
spot of his own to give comedy to 
the versatile setup. Opening by the 
Three Flames, two men and a femme, 
attired a la Flash Gordon, who work 
on futuristic prop with speedy roller 
skating. Fast spins and throws are 
highlighted with black light treat- 
ment of radium-colored costumes 
pepich, lends, cola andar ais 
avove-Uie-average turn of this kind. 
Gave matters here a decided lift at 
the very blowoff. 

Al Gordon and his trained pooches 
are in the deuce and a panic. Dogs 
are smartly cued and closing revolv- 
ing turntable is a payoff. Set mat- 
ters just right for Mitzi Green who 
wallops out a resounding and sure- 
fire stint. Utilizing special material 
to point vocals which ring in im- 
pressions of film stars and stage fig- 
ures, starlet has an assurance and 
easy way of working which takes 
hold of the stubholders and keeps 
them yelling for more. Encore bit 
which closes with reprise of ‘The 
Lady Is a Tramp.’ from ‘Babes in 
Arms,” earns a beg-off. 

Rice takes hold next and is an im- 
proved performer. Material is fresh 
and his timing is perfect. Comedy 
bits of a stew, a dame getting up in 
the a.m., and an impression of Will- 
kie, tie matters up solidly. Closing 
pose in which he appears as a strik- 
ing replica of Gen. MacArthur is a 
flagwaver but smart showmanship 
and in good taste. 

Marion Hutton and the Modern- 
aires close. Quartet backing Glenn 
Miller’s former femme vocalist helps 
build numbers to resounding results. 
Do ‘Kalamazoo,’ ‘Serenade in Blue.’ 
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| ‘WI ite Christmas, ‘Juke Box Satur- 
day Night’ and as an encore ‘Strip 

| Tease Polka.’ Act is right in the 


‘One o'Clock Jump’ | 


| budget for its 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


Hal Le Roy, Mary Healy, Rufe 
Davis. Ross Sisters (3), Mary Raye 
& Naldi, Bob Hannon, Gae Foster 
Girls, Paul Ash and House Orch; 
‘Life Begins at Eight-Thirty’ (20th), 
reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 9, 42. 
theatre has increased the 
current stageshow, 
with satisfactory result, extra coin 
apparently going into salaries, with 
the physical production about as be- 
fore. Lineup of Hal Le Roy, Mary 
Healy, Rufe Davis and Mary Raye 
and Naldi, with the Ross Sisters, Bob 
Hannon and Paul Ash’s house orch 
provide an entertaining stage boost 
for the ‘Life Begins at 8:30 picture. 
House is about to launch its name 
band policy early in January, with 
Guy Lombardo as lead-off. 

Although none of the individua) 
acts is a smash name, all are effec- 
tive for vaude. Several, including 
Le Roy, Miss Healy and the Ross 
Sisters, were in the recent legit 
musical, ‘Count Me In,’ and that fact 
is plugged in their introductions 
Also, one of Le Roy’s tap numbers is 
announced as from the show, as is 
one of Miss Healy’s songs. 

Le Roy’s three tap routines are 
unmistakably clickish, his speedy 
lanky hoofing combining skill and in- 
herent showmanship. Notable thai 
the Gae Foster Girls could be seen 
crowding the wings opening night to 
watch him work. Miss Healy, a de- 
cidedly pretty girl, has a clear, lyric 
voice, knowledge of how to present 
a song, and necessary assurance. Her 
arrangements are original and not 
too elaborate. Only drawback at 
this catching was the fact that her 
style and personality are minimized 
in this huge house. 

Rufe Davis, a hillbilly-type comic. 
does virtually the same song and 
goofy sound-effects stuff he’s been 
offering for the last few years. It’s 
still good. Mary Raye and Naldi 
present three terp routines, display- 
ing markedly effective lifts and trick 
turns. Snapped shoulder strap dur- 
ing second number had Miss Raye 
slightly rattled, but the pair didn’t 
let it mar their concluding turn. 
Ross Sisters, trim-looking contor- 
tionist trio, do their familiar and in- 
variably effective flexible-limb stuff. 
Bob Hannon is an acceptable singer 
and personable m.c., while the Gae 
Foster ensemble displays its custom- 
ary versatility and decorativeness. 

House was nearly full at Wednes- 
day night (9) show caught. Hobe. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 
Dick Jurgen’s Orch (15) with 
Harry Cool, Buddy Moreno, Maysy 
& Brach, The Colstons (2), ‘Spring- 
time in The Rockies’ (20th). 


They’re packin’ ’em in this week 
and whatever business is done can 
be traced directly to the popularity 
of Dick Jurgens and his Orch. Long 
a local favorite, the theatre man- 
agement is finding it necessary to 
add extra shows in order to ac- 
commodate Jurgens’ following. 

Band opens with novelty, ‘Rag- 
time Cowboy Joe,’ done with comedy 
antics by Harry Cool, Buddy Mo- 
reno and Carl Brandt. This is fol- 
lowed by the band’s playing of ‘At 
Last’ with piano interlude by Lou 
Quadlirig. 

Maysy and Brach’s teamwork on 
various-sized unicycles is a high- 
light. Brach’s spinning of 11 hoops, 
all in different directions while 
perched atop a high unicycle, is 
outstanding. 

Moreno sings three numbers and 
had to beg off. Band’s fine version 
of ‘Bolero’ is followed by Cool sing- 
ing ‘White Christmas,’ “Temptation’ 
and ‘Why Don’t You Fall In Love 
With Me?’ to excellent results. Fol- 
lowed by a socko presentation of 
‘Der Fuehrer’s Face’ with Jurgens, 
Brandt, Moreno, Cool and Harold 


Roxy 








Winder. t's thick schmaltz that 
. e@ house. 

The Colstw..; follow with their 

funny ballroom routines, Audience 


found act hilarious. 

Finale is medley of Christmas 
songs, some of them sung by mem- 
bers of the band and backed by 
appropriate winter and church win- | 
dow drops. Loop. 


——— ee 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 12. 

Dick & Dot Remy, Chris Cross, 
Briants (2), Gene Emerald, Neva 
Ames, Margaret Farber’s Wonder- 
ettes (6); ‘Danger in the Pacific’ (U). 








Several okay acts are spotted in 
the current vaude, but the pace is 
too leisurely and the tone too quiet. 
Its liveliest moments are sparked by 
Dick and Dot Remy, acro comedy 
dancing team. Dot is fat and jolly 
and surprisingly fast on her feet. 
Her crocodile crawl is a wham. Dick 
does some spectacular roller skat- 
ing on his hands, with flipovers for 
a climax. Act got best reception of 
show. 

Chris Cross puts some neat twists 
on his ventriloquist routine with the 





help of three clever dummies. One | 
is used for an impression of the| 


| Four Ink Spots singing ‘If I Didn't 
Care’ on a black stage with radium 


effects. Cross’s voice work is good. 





for the dullness of show. The 
Briants, however, manage to get 
chuckles with their familiar tramp 
routine. Gene Emerald, who also 
emcees, is overlong in his silent imi- 
tation of Bert Williams’ poker-play- 
ing routine, and his panto pest try- 
ing to find seat in a theatre. Neva 
Ames, local performer booked to fill 
in, makes a fair initial impression 
as a xylophonist. She plays ‘White 
Christmas’ and ‘Stars and _ Strips 
Forever’ acceptably. Ensemble of 
six Wonderettes are spotted three 
times with a tropical dance, a ‘bal- 
let of the spheres’, in which they 
make figures with hoops, and a 
‘quick change’ routine in which they 
skip from tuxes to wooden soldier 
outfits. 

Biz not so good when caught. 

Corb. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, Dec. 11. 
Ina Ray Hutton Orch (15) with 
Stuart Foster, Shayne & Armstrong, 
Sue Ryan, Guy Kibbee; ‘Scattergood 
Rides High’ (RKO). 





Since spotted here last year, Ina 
Ray Hutton has orgenized a new 
band. Present outfit adheres to the 
Hutton tradition cf color, verve and 
melody. Leader, as always, is 
band’s best bet and is pretty much a 
show on her own. With her iong 
blonde hair, trim figure voured into 
a decollete evening gown and sultry 
voice, shes an eye-catcher show- 
woman throughout. 

Leader has eased off on her sing- 
ing (she warbles only one number) 
and changes costume but once—to a 
civilian air corps uniform that’s 
apropos and smart. 

Band is staffed with four rhythm, 
six brass and five saxes, combo 
making for plenty of ear-titillating 
melodies. 

Orch gets under way with ‘Found 
a New Baby’ and then Miss Hutton 
on to click strongly with her chant- 
ing of ‘Knock Me a Kiss,’ with the 
boys coming in on the punch line. 
Band takes over again with ‘Bugle 
Blues,’ featuring Phil Sillman’s skin- 
pounding, then spotlight shifts to 
Roger Ellick’s crack trumpeting of 
‘And the Angels Sing.’ Orch fades 
on a medley of patriotic numers 
representing every branch of the 
armed forces. Makes for a knock- 
out finish. 

First of regular acts brings on 
Shayne and Armstrong with legology 
and stories set to dance tempo. It’s 
a smart turn, well executed, and 
rated a big sendoff. 

Sue Ryan on next with her slick 
parodies that all but wowed the 
audience. Gal packs a lot of in- 
dividuality. Her routines are up to 
the minute, crisp, and delivered with 
a punch. Audience wouldn’t let her 
get off until she encored with her 
only pop, ‘Praise the Lord.’ 

Guy Kibbee, in the closing spot, 
reels off a weak monologue with lit- 
tle to recommend it except its 
brevity. Little excuse for a turn as 
inept as this one. 

Stuart Foster baritones ‘My Devo- 
tion’ and ‘White Christmas.’ Vocalist 
is easy to listen to and has plenty of 
poise. 


Biz dull. Jona. 


CIRCLE, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 12. 
Tommy Tucker Orch (14), with 
Amy Arnell, Donald Brown, Kerwin 
Somerville, Voices Three, Ames & 
Arno, Lou Hoffman, Winek & May; 
‘Street of Chance’ (Par). 








Tommy Tucker is back with his 
band and three choice acts in a show 
that features a number of saucy 
lyrics in a bid for the older crowd. 
The music is lively and pleasing, but 
the most memorable moments in- 
volve such nifties as ‘The Man Who 
Comes to Our House,’ ‘Strip Polka’ 
and *. :pa’s in Bed With His Britches 
On’ as sold by the vocalists. Band 
has a couple of attractive production 
numbers, the opener behind a scrim 
on which a cuckoo clock strikes 
‘Tommy Tucker Time’ and the other 
a ‘White Christmas’ holiday back- 
drop with special lighting effects. 

First straight band number is a 
sock version of ‘Kalamazoo.’ After 
a neat solo on the slip horn by Herb 
Collins, the boys give ‘Jingle, Jangle,’ 
with a comedy twist, trumpeter 
reaching for high C and finally mak- 
ing it. Don Brown, baritone, sells 
‘Neck of the Chicken’ and ‘My De- 
votion.” Kerwin Somerville’s ‘Strip 
Polka’ and ‘The Man Who Comes to 
Qur House’ also click. The band 
then swings out with ‘Idaho,’ featur- 
ing trombone, tenor sax and drums. 
Then it’s Amy Arnell’s turn, with a 
solid version of ‘Praise the Lord’ 
for a starter and ‘Papa’s in Bed’ 
for an encore. The ‘White Christmas’ 
special winds up the band features. 


Lou Hoffman's trick juggling 
scores. He gets laughs with his 
slow motion routine. The comedy 


business also gets a lively boost 
from Ames and Arno with their 
knockabout antics and glib line of 
chatter. They keep their stuff mov- 


ing fast. Winek and May are spot- 
lighted in three snappy acro tap 
dances. 

It all adds up to good entertain- 


ment but biz was slow at opening. 


| 
| 








STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 11. 
George White's ‘Scandals’ with 3 
Slate Bros., Linda Ware, Nan Rae & 
Mrs. Waterfall, Nelson Sis. (2), Faye 
Carroll, Carol Adams, Walter Rus- 
seil, Line (14); ‘Navy Comes 
Through’ (RKO). 








Condensed ‘Scandals’ is not ac- 
tually a condensation of any of 
George White’s Broadway revues, 
but a unit put together expressly for 
the de luxe film-theatre circuit at 
last minute when producer aban- 
doned the idea of sending out a tab 
version of ‘Panama Hattie.’ It’s sat- 
isfactory entertainment, following 
the usual White formula. 


Not much production, just a couple 
of backdrops, and costuming is noth- 
ing to write home about, but White 
comes up with plenty of eye-appeal 
in his good-looking chorus and flock 
of standard acts, giving the whole 
thing a slick vaude polish. Comedy 
backbones are the Slate Brothers, 
three guys who have consistently 
been big faves here and continue to 
keep their local following with this 
chore. They’re in and out to keep 
the laughs coming steadily. Other 
giggle props are Nan Rae and Mrs. 
Waterfall, and their corn-fed gags 
were over big at the getaway show. 

‘Scandals’ has a fine acro act in 
the Nelson Sisters, two attractive 
trapezists. Gals have a repertory 
right out of the big top’s big time 
and tie things up in a knot. Cos- 
tumed just right, too, to bring out 
the s.a. of which Nelsons have 
plenty.. Linda Ware is another click. 
A screen moppet only a few years 
ago, she’s developed into an okay 
looker with a neat voice, her three 
numbers are on the beam. Good 
audience bit is ‘I Said No,’ in which 
she brings up a service man from 
the pews and ogles him. Could be 
in questionable taste but not the 
easy way she handles it. 

Fay Carrol! (Mrs. Henry Slate) is 
on for a few minutes in her cus- 
tomary stint with the Slates and 
scores solidly on her own, warbling 
‘White Christmas’ while other prin- 
cipals are Carol Adams, cute tapster 
whose footwork, however, isn’t too 
much out of the ordinary, and 
Walter Russell, baritone who lends 
swell pipes to couple of production 
numbers. He’s also a handyman in 
the skits. 

Outside of the Slates’ well-known 
bits, only actual bonafide revue 
sketch in the unit, is ‘Stand-in’. It’s 
still a howl. At show caught, White 
himself, in disguise, played a bit in 
skit. 


Biz excellent. Cohen. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Fats Waller Orch (14), with Myra 
Johnson; Baltimore Howards (2), Kit 
Kats (4), Deep River Boys (5), Vi- 
vian Harris, George Williams, George 
Wiltshire; ‘Undying Monster’ (Indie). 





Fats Waller is the mainspring in 
this show, remainder of the acts 
stack up as fair with the single ex- 
ception of the Kit Kats. Waller’s 
consummate showmanship, which 
gets more of a chance to work in 
houses such as this (white houses 
wouldn’t allow some of his shenani- 
gans), has these audiences rocking 
with glee throughout. 

Leading a fair band of five sax, 
three trumpets, two trombones and 
three rhythm beside his own piano 
and organ, Waller mugs, gags and 
plays his way to a solid audience re- 
action. He never gets better than 
ordinary accompaniment from the 
band backing him, but since he’s the 
show the operations of the outfit go 
by unnoticed. 


Waller opens at his keyboard, then 
goes into a parody of ‘Shortnin’ 
Bread’ that evokes howls. Later he 
tackles a set of tunes on the electric 
organ. Myra Johnson. vocalist, does 
her stuff up front. ‘Got No Time,’ 
the dated ‘Someone's Rocking 
Dreamboat’ and ‘St. Louis Blues.’ 
She sells them rather than singing 
them. 

Baltimore Howards make a weak 
opening impression but get better as 
they go through a series of acro- 
batie lifts and tricks. They're ob- 
viously not working as professionals 
too long. Four Kit Kats are a 
smartly dressed quartet of tapsters, 
two girls and two boys. They trip 
through unison heel and toe stuff to 
open, then splitting up into various 
pairs. Work is good for this type 
house, but it hasn’t enough variety 
and flash for white situations. 

Deep River Boys, four singers and 
pianist, are recording artists who 
have gained a bit of a reputaton. 
Their work here isn’t very outstand- 
ing. Opening with ‘Shadrach,’ they 
then do an unappealing arrangement 
of ‘When Lights Go On,’ with a 
spoken bridge similar to the Ink- 
spots. Next is the dated ‘String of 
Pearls.’ then ‘Kalamazoo.’ which is 
best. They finish to a mild reaction 
with ‘Silvery Moon’ in which Waller 


joins for laughs. 

Vivian Harris, George Williams 
and George Wiltshire are house 
comedian and straights. They put 


over a skit to the crowd's satisfac- 
tion. 
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OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, Dec 9. 
Gus Van, Kay and Karol, Yvonne 
Adair. Val Irving, Lynn Brothers 
(2). Harry Reser House Orch. 


Gus Van is topping a show this 
week that fails to click. Some of the 
individual acts get over but the bill 
as a whole falls flat. Van m-.’s 
throughout and does his best to coax 
applause. 


Kav and Karol, man and woman | 


juggling team, open bill. High spot 
of act is working with service men 
in the audience and getting a sailor 
or soldier on the stage to hold a 
cigar between teeth while man and 
woman throw indian clubs past his 
face in attempt to knock cigar out. 
This bit registers big. 

In the deuce spot is Yvonne Adair, 
who has sung at most of the local 
niteries and is presently doubling 
from the Clover Club. Tries to be 
too cute in selling songs and waves 


her hands madly about. Encored 
with a swing arrangement of Wil- 
liam Tell overture that could be left 
out. Girl is a looker but needs 
plenty of experience. 

Val Irving on next, standing at 


mike with a line of chatter and stor- 
ies. Opens act singing few bars 
of ‘Vesti la giubba’ from ‘Pagliacci’ 
and breaking it up with a comedy 


bit. T.ine of chatter and stories reg- 
isters well. Closing number is a 
double-talk Russian song that gets 


Could have 
refrained. 


him off to big applause. 
taken encore but wisely 
Begged off withea speech. 

Lynn Brothers, neat appearing 
hoofers dressed in white evening 
coats, show style and originality and 
use plenty of ballet combined with 
their tep. Took three bows and were 
well received. 

Van in closing spot sings the char- 
acter songs that have been associated 
with him for so long. At show caught 
he did five tunes and finished with 
a medley of George M. Cohan hits 
that scored heavily. He displays the 





midriff. Her talk is very informal | rigging, etc., but retain the necessary 


and apparently ad libbed for the 
most part. Stuart and Albertson 
come on for some clowning with 
her, working up to a burlesque-type 
routine which clicks nicely. 

Texas Jim Lewis and his Lone 
Star cowboys close the show, playing 
the usual combo of squeeze-box, 
violin, guitars and base. Their num- 
bers include such favorites as ‘Wreck 
of the Old 97,’ ‘Little Red Hen’ and 
Others. Standout of their turn is 
Helen Hester Diller, who knows how 
to yodel. Finale comes when Lewis 


wheels out a you-name-it of his own | 


construction, with bells, horns, siren, 
washboard and various other gadgets 
which he manipulates as the groups 
g0 to town on some hillbilly boogie. 
Capacity biz at first night show, 
with standees. Earl. 


EMBASSY, N. Y 
, > . 
(NEWSREELS) 

The ‘day that will live long in in- 
famy,’ Dec. 7, 1941. is given its first 
extensive newsreel reportage this 
week, along with the okay by the 
Government for newspapers through- 








out the country to issue last week 
the true stories of what happened 
at Pearl Harbor. But, somehow, the 
burning of the American battleships, 
along with other damage, is perhaps 
no more startling to the audience 
than the rumor-filled reports that 
have sifted back to the states from 
time to time on what actually hap- 
pened at Pearl Harbor. In short, it 
seems as if Mr. and Mrs. America 
had long since suspected the worst. 

Fox-Movietone has the major clips 
on the Jap attack that plunged 
America into its second World War, 
and special encomiums are heaped 
On cameraman Al Brick, who was 
on the spot at the time and scored 
considerabie eye-filling shots of the 
American’ battle wagons being 
bombed to the bottom or into various 
states of damage. Now that the dam- 
age has been officially made known, 
the government has, by contrast, also 





air with their makeup and dress, 
while performing on_ grotesque 
fiddles, piaying musical saucers on a 
marble top table and simulating two 
restaurant eaters with musical notes 
to each hand movement.  Jingle- 
jangle stuff is a dilly for the kiddies. 
Finale has them draped in bells and 
electric bulbs for flash musical fin- 
ish with movement of all limbs beat- 


ing out tune. 
Trapeze work is taken by Rich 
| Sisters, one doing thrilling aerial 


work while the other works one-arm 


|endurance somersault swings. Last 
bit carries less hypo for audience 
However, whole sells circus idea. 








Picturesque Dutton horse act closes 
show. There’s little real sock or 
bang in the prancing of two white 
nags hitched to white wagon with 
white-dressed occupants who, one by 
one, indulge in back stands, pyra- 
mids, balancing, etc. But there is 
color and grace and big-top taint. 
That’s what was sought. That’s what 
is gotten, and that’s what's paying off. 











Exchanges 


Continued from page 14 








voted to the exchange showing the 
best results over a 20-week period. 
Wolfe Cohen, district manager for 
Warners in the Dominion, presided 
at the Friday-Saturday (11-12) ses- 


sions 
Those from the h.o. were Ben 
Kalmenson, Roy Haines, Arthur 


Sachson and Norman H. Moray, short 
sales head, who also is chairmaning 
the sales drive. 


Seattle Promotion 


Seattle, Dec. 15. 

Helen Harper, for the past eight 
years with Hamrick-Evergreen chain 
as a cashier, has been advanced from 
the boxoffice at Orpheum to assist- 
ant mgr. She succeeds John W. 
Fletcher, ex-mayor of Unalaska, who 
was there when Dutch Harbor was 
bombed and was evacuated with 
other civilians when the army came 


Talent Dearth May Explain New 
USO Shows General Mediocrity 





MERRY GO ROUND 


(WHITE CIRCUIT; UNIT 71) 


| Hector His Pals, Arthur 


and 


Al Wolf. 

With almost 75 units already out 
or in preparation, USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc., is apparently facing a 
greater manpower problem _ than 
Paul McNutt. Even the Palace 
beach is so empty, agents are trying 
to book each other. With the re- 
sult that CSI has just about reached 
the bottom of the barrel of potential 
acts. That’s the only possible ex- 
| planation for ‘Merry Go Round.’ 





On the other hand, it’s one of 
|} those paradoxes to which Camp 
Shows is getting accustomed. It’s a 


five-act revue at which no showmen 


Bob Hope, Bing Crosby and Dorothy 
Lamour they could hardly have 
gotten a better reception. 

Easily the topper for both ability 
and palm-pounding received was 
Dorothy Simms, an attractive warb- 
ler with a ‘you all’ drawl thick 
enough to halt an armor-piercing 
shell. Her selling of ‘Mr. Five by 
Five’ on her first encore was as good 
as any that’s been heard in these 
parts in a long time. In addition, 
she has class and looks, was nicely 
couturiered and generally showed 
professionalism born of experience. 

Only really standard turn, how- 








| Dorothy Simms, Marcia Harris, |} 
andia 
Morton Havel, Sylvia and Clemence, | 





| usua 
|} ing applause; then come Miller 


could help but wince. Yet, caught 
Monday (14) at the Marine Bar-| 
racks of the Brooklyn Navy Yard, 
it provided a real evening’s enter- 
tainment for the leathernecks They 
| laughed, they applauded, they 
whistled for more. Had it been 


| John 


| ful 


returns. The Hepcats (Arthur Ruse 
sell, guitar; Roy Testamark, piano; 
Billy Pollard, bass) and Daisy Mae, 


singer-dancer, are the first hit with 
instrumental and vocal rendition of 

swing number, a_ boogie-woogie 
and ‘Uptown,’ all interspersed with 


comedy and dancing. 

Flournoy Miller and Johnny Lee, 
in blackface, had them howling with 
several hits, and they're followed by 
a ‘Bandana Days’ preduction num- 


Chat 


ber, sung first by the Chanticleers 
quartet; a cakewalk routine by Al 
Moore and Dene Larry, and then 


some precision work by the chorus 
and tapping by Ralph Brown. 

Brown’s work is reminiscent of 
Bill Robinson, yet he does not imi- 
tate the old master. He has a great 
routine executed with finesse. and 
left to heavy applause. 

Miss Andrews sings ‘I’m At Mercy 
of Love’ and ‘Where or When’ in her 
lly excellent manner to resound- 

and 
Lee in a very funny line of patter 
that deals with Lee’s (as a polices 
man) trouble filling out a question- 
fiaite 

The Chanticleers (Daniel Lackey, 
William Hurd, Ralph Graves and 
Bunn) harmonize with ‘Dry 
Bones,’ ‘Count to Ten’ and ‘Miranda,’ 
which runs into a chorus number. 
The boys know their stuff and their 
harmonies are sweet and clear. 

Moore and Miss Larry are a grace. 
pair in the next spot, doing a 
classy soft-shoe tap with ballroom 
lifts that sent them off to much ap- 
plause. Chuck and Chuckles, with 
their eccentric dancing, xylophone 
bit and comedy antics, almost stopped 
the show and took several bows. 
Finale is a production number built 
around ‘I’m Just Wild About Harry’ 
Loop. 
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Kansas City, Dec. 11. turning theatre into big top, offering|}.. of Par staff for years, has suc- lthe business has been assembled for | vaudeville type of shows trouping 
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The war has brought many changes to this 
industry, and one of the most far-reaching 
is that relating to the use of our principal 
commodity—film itself. 


Film hassuddenly become—a very prec- 
ious material. 


None of us can now have all the film we 
want, or for that matter, all the film that our 
needs require. As we know, our government 
uses a lot of film for its own purposes, and 
cannot spare all the ingredients that are 
needed for film manufacture. 


That is why film, in its various forms, consti- 
tutes today, a most important contribution 
to the war effort. 


That is also why motion picture trailers have 
been curtailed in quantity. 





ener We know, however, that you and all our old 
Exhibitor friends who have gone along with 
us through the years, will not misunder- 
stand us when we ask that you make every 
effort to protect and prolong the life of every 
trailer that passes through your hands. We 
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also beg to remind you that the manufac- 
ture and distribution of trailer prints is being 
accomplished today under a very tight 
operations schedule, and we earnestly ask 
your kind cooperation in helping us main- 
tain our schedule. 


Please see that your playdates are sent 
along to us in ample time. It is likewise of the 
greatest importance to us, that you provide 
for the return of all trailer prints to their ex- 
changes, immediately after the completion 
of the last performance wherein they are 
used. And if—as is liable to happen—you 
are asked to relay a trailer to another Exhi- 
bitor, please make sure that it is sent 
promptly. Our endeavor to maintain a 
schedule of a full showing of trailers to all 
accounts, can only be effective with the 
cooperation of our friends in complying with 
the above-mentioned suggestions. 


At National Screen, we like to feel that we 
too, are doing our humble bit toward win- 
ning the war. 


Won't you help us do it—WITH FILM? 


ClCCfé SERVICE 


PRIZE BABY OF THE INDUSTRY 


STANDARD ACCESSORIES * * * * TRAILERS * «x * * SPECIALTY ACCESSORIES 
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Central States Indies Resent 
Distribs Gen! Distrustfulness 





Minneapolis, Dec. 15. 
Central States Conference, com- 
prising representatives of the Minne- 
North and South 
or- 


sota, Iowa and 
Dakota independent exhibitors’ 
ganizations meeting here this week, 
was to lay down the law to dis- 
tributors and demand they cease 
‘treating independent exhibitors like 
‘swindlers and crooks’ and cofduct 
the film business on the same basis 
as other lines of industry, according 
to Fred Strom, executive secretary. 

‘The vast bulk of independent ex- 
hibitors are honorable and honest 
business men and should be treated 
accordingly, instead of being re- 
garded as liars and dupes, declares 
Strom. 

What particularly gripes the ter- 
ritory’s independents now in this 
connection, says Strom, is the dis- 
tributor practice of setting original 
film prices excessively high because 
of an apparent distrust of independ- 
ents and then making adjustments 
later after checking the boxoffice or 


statements. 

Central States Conference will 
take a firm stand and demand more 
equitable selling terms, asserts 
Strom. 


‘Independent exhibitors here are 
fed up on being overcharged,’ says 
Strom. ‘They're determined not to 
overpay to start with and then have 
a fight on their hands to obtain an 


adjustment. As it is now, they must 
plead and beg for adjustments 
throughout the year and it hurts 


their pride and is the wrong way 
to do business.’ 


Frisco’s 13%, Pop. 
Increase Keynote 


To Improved B. 0. 


San Francisco, Dec. 15. 

Nitery and theatre operators here 
began to understand where their 
booming biz was coming from, when 
a wartime census showed an increase 
of 13%, or 83,464, in Frisco’s popula- 
tion, over the figure set in the 1940 
Government census. 


The wartime census was made by 
the Air Raid Warden Service of the 
civilian defense organization in en 


effort to convince Federal official 
that Frisco should receive greate! 
allotments of foodstuffs. 

For a real understanding of why 
the niteries and theatres are jammed 
the thousands of service men @v 
present at tl] port of ¢ arkation 
should be added to the population 
fig r 

Principal reason { the eat { 
in the city's populatior is the influx 
of workers for shipvard jot 
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with Coca-Cola paying transporta- 
tion, living expenses, etc., of the 
musiciat Every so often the out- 
fit will be cut into Coca-Cola’s night 
ly series of name bands on the Blue 
network, picked up via shortwave 


Export of an American band direct 


to the soldiers is the latest and most 
3 mre are ‘¥ ’ 
sOldlers in the stvle they are accu 


More and more 


personalitie are 


tomed to at home 
American 
abroad for just that purpose, most]; 
via USO-Camp Shows, Inc., with an 
even more elaborate entertainment 
program for the A. E. F. due afte 
Jan. 1. By that time the Red Cross 
should also be organized to present 
shows, as planned. There will like- 
wise be a steady stream of top radio 
names, led by Jack Benny (see radio 
section this week), making the visits 
to the bases behind fighting fronts. 


Mex Theatre Fire 
Mexico City, Dec. 8. 
Fire resulting from a short cir- 
cult caused damage of $15,000 (Mex.) 


going 








+ 








| ized, since group there 


Studio Trucks Crawl, 
Slow Down Production 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Gas rationing is causing a general 
revision of the old transportation 


system used by film studios where | 


motor trucks once were one-way 
conveyances. Now they have to 
work going and coming. 

When a truck shoves off a lot now 
to borrow or return needed props, 
it must have a round-trip load to 
make the gas and rubber work 
both ways. Productions on a good 
many sets are held up while waiting 
for the exchange of transportation. 

Current shortage at one major 
studio, fairly indicative of the gen- 
eral rationing, is 20% under par for 
December, with a 30% cut expected 
in January and 53% additional in 
February. 


Variety Clubs 
To Hold Small 
Confab in Chi 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. 
John H. Harris, national president 





of Variety Clubs of America, an- 
nounced here last week that show- 
men’s organization would hold a 
small national convention in Chi- 
cago some time next month or ll 
February, depending on when the 
club tent in that city gets organ- 


will be the 


official host. On account of war 
and transportation difficulties, Har- 
ris said confab would be nothing 


pretentious, as in the past, but would 


| be confined to the chief barkers, of- 


| scattered 


(about $3,700) to the green salon of | 


the Palace of Fine Arts ‘(National 
Theatre). Salon will be closed for 
about a month while under repairs. 


Taxes Shut Vera Cruz Theatre 


Mexico City, Dec. 8. 
High taxes were cited by the 
Management as the reason for the 


Closing of the Cine 
cinema 


Colon, first rut 
in Vera Cruz. 


ficially-selected delegates and a few 
members. 

isn't expected to drav 

150 Variety Club repre- 


Meeting 
more than 


entatives at the most, if that many. 
Big national convention had been 
cheduled for Hollywood last May 
but was called off on account of 
ynditior Chicago get-together is 
replacing it 

Garman Heads Balto 
Baltimore, Dec 15 

I i Va LV \ | Te! N« ‘ 
r tea offi h r Vee y - 
ritz Garn name Chief Barker 
: W K.S on and Rodney Col- 
1c! a i 

New board consists of Izzy Rappa- ° 
port, Frank H. Durkee, Nick Weer 
Nat Rosen. Sam’ Soltz. Morris Olet 
ky. Leon Back and Barry Goliad 


plus the past Chief Barkers, J. Louis 


—— 





| the job is 


Rome, C. W. Hicks and Bernie Sea- 
man. 
Detroit Variety Elects 
Detroit, Dec. 15 

Following the report that the De- 
troit Tent had presented 125 ( 
for members of the armed forces an¢ 
shut-ins during the past yea new 

recto WU eP els ted at ; 

! of tne Variet &® 
Mic! ! 

Members of the crew are Ear! J 
Hudson, president of United Detroit 
Theatre Lew Wisper, of Wisper & 
Wetsman Theatres: J. Oliver Brooks 
head booker for the Butterfield Ci 
cuit: John R. McPherson. manager of 
National Screen Service: Charles 
Perry. manager of Adams: Bernard 
L. Kilbride and Wade Allen, circuit 
owners: Larry Becker, manager | 
American Seating Co.; David Vew- 
man, public relations counsel of the | 


Coops of Mich. and Samuel Seplo- 
win, manager of Republic Pictures. 


City Directorate 
Minneapolis, Dec. 15. 

The Twin City Variety Club at its 

election chose as directors 


Twin 


annual 


John J. Friedl. Bill Elson, Eddie 
Ruben Frank McCormick Ben 
Friedman. M. A. Levy. LeRoy J 
| Miller. Max Torodor, Gilbert Na- 
thanson. Merle Potter and Bennie 
Berze! Also serving on the oard 
| will be past head barkers W. A. 
| Steffes. Ben Blotcky and Maitlanc 
| Froscl ho will name the new 
thief barke 
The choice reported to lie be 
, 7 
is € é as i n 





Show business at war al! over 
the globe will get authoritative 
year-end reviews from 

Australia 
South Africa 
London 

South America 


as part of the editorial contents 
of 


‘Show Business 
at War’ 
theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Man Bites Dog; Exhib 
Charges Pix Salesmen 
Threatened Him in NW 


Minneapolis, Dec. 15. 

Some of the selling in this terri- 
tory is getting to the highest pres- 
sure stage, with perhaps the con- 
tagiousness of the wartime belliger- 
ence reaching the film industry here. 
At least, an independent exhibtor in 
a small North Dakota town has com- 
plained that he was_ seriously 
threatened by a film salesman with 
‘a punch in the face’ if he didn’t ink 
a contract. 

Instead of making the deal, the ex- 
hibitor ran out of his theatre to get 
a policeman. In the meanwhile, the 
salesman hurriedly left the town in 
his auto. 

The exhib has sworn out a war- 
rant for the arrest of the salesman. 
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effort. Then it 


Within the industry 


studies the jobs 
It separates the 
om others by apply- 
ing t. First, 
is a training period of at least 
before an 
trained worker can attain reasonable 
efficiency in the job? Second, is the 
job essential to the indusiry? Third, 
is the worker irreplaceable? If a 
‘yes’ is given to all three 

rated as essential. 


war 


essential ones f1 


three as a te 


rect 
questions 


months necessary un- 


questions 

The list 
WMC to Selective 
that the 11 occupa 


certified by 
Service 


about to be 
indicates 
tions included met 


¢ } A that tac 
and passed thi test 


Guide to Draft Boards 


Listing of critical occupations 
ithin essential industries is 1n- 
tended to serve as a guide to local 
draft boards in the consideration of 
ferme! Deferments, when 

r ‘ ‘ x-month neriod 

i ] inning table 

f S pa of a pla >y 

1¢ selective S Vi 

en e€ vith il of 

( tte or istries thro 1 the 
r ng of replaceme! n 

‘ ( ill keep disruption 

tic at absolute min 

uy M ng ible are forms 
illed out by the em- 

plove ovide a realistic inventory 
‘ é ersonnel and job Classifica- 
( ich enterprise. Informa- | 

( to be fu hed to the Gov- 
¢ er na + vill pro. le the 
‘ f rderly withdrawal of 
é ( 4 € 





Basil Dean 


six | 
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___—- _ (ontinued from page 3 


are 
for ers tne WI! profe 
tead of putting tnem 
plants T poss ble e 

ce for the fi time i! r 
the British government has recog- 
ized performers as servants of the 
tate. Thus. while the young men 
of show biz are in the armed forces, 


would be allowed to 
makeup kits. 
Dean, films, 
music 


women 
their 


young 
stick to 
According to 


hows and serious 


variety 


are, in that 


order, the prime favorites of soldiers, 
|sailors, factory workers and people 
n air raid shelters. 
Dean's Canada Visit 
° Ottawa, De 15 
Basi Dear while here lai 
gro ay ol entertainment fo! 
‘ Y f e ft f } 
D Oo! I f with R H 
Malco] acl Bi Hig 
( 1) f Nav} Vi te. 
Angus M 
Dea F 
é o> | 
Ps 


David Rose Sees Product Shortage 
In England or Radical Departure 
From Usual Exhib Procedures 


> 





‘Audley’s ‘Havoc’ Lands 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Metro handed a director contract 
to Michael Audley, co-director of 
the legit play, ‘Cry Havoc,’ now be- 
ing filmed at the Culver City studio. 

Allan Kenward, who wrote the 
play, is under contract as a shorts 
director on the same lot. 





LINK ARRIVAL 


OF BRIT. EXE 
TO PIC EAS 


Arrival in the U.S. over the week- 





| end of Sam W. Smith, president 
| of Great Britain’s Kinematograph 
Renters Society (distributors) and 


|chairman of British Lion Film Corp., 
along with David Rose, Paramount’s 
managing director in Britain, and 
Joseph Friedman, Columbia’s British 
chief, is linked with the effort of 
American distributors to obtain ex- 
tended playing time in Britain. 
KRS naturally would be interested 
in any such move while foreign ex- 
ecutives in N. Y. long have felt that 
such extended playdates offer 


uct shortage in the British Isles. 
Smith is reported as now being in 


Toronto but likely will return to 


N. Y. soon to huddle on the British 
product situation. Present indica- 
tions are that a unified campaign of 
American distributors will be set 
up in an effort to avert the threat- 
ened picture shortage in Britain. 
Because theatres in Britain cur- 


rently are playing product almost as 


soon as in the U.S. (instead of six 
to eight months behind, as in pre- 
viou easons), the setup of British 
exhibitor expected to produce a 
hortage of strong screen fare 
hortly unle the situated is rem- 
eda 
Friedn here for homeoffice 
) iD J SEP! A. McConville 
} other top executives. Jack Se- 
ompanysa tant foreign man- 
iger, also returned over the weekend 
from a trip to Venezuela and Pan- 
ima He opened Columbia's new 
ra n Carac: 


FILM INDUSTRY FETES 
2 LATIN JOURNALISTS 


Lauding the North American mo- 


picture as ‘the 


powe ful 


most 


ind effective cultural medium in the 


South American 

) B 
sa i D Albert Lasplaces, 
1 tl ea possibilitie of 
r ) ¢ " a ¢ factor at 
| t ) eC! ! the nonor boy 
he ture lustry last Friday 

()] at the Har irda cjuDd 

Earlier in the week the two ed- 
tors had received the Maria Moors 
Cabot prizes at Columbia University 
for the service performed by their 
publications in the field of inter- 
American relations. Bohigas is man- 


aging editor of La Nacion, of Buenos 
Aires, Brazil, while Lasplaces is for- 
editor of El Dia, of Montevideo, 
Uruguay 
Carl E 


inaper ana 


elen 


Milliken, 


head of 


‘astern production code work, pre- 

at the luncheon which was 
attended by foreign sales chiefs and 
assistants of major as well as in- 
jlependent film companies. Besides 


iajor company foreign managers | 


ind representatives, Robert Socas, | 
N. Y. correspondent of La Nacion | 
and foreign manager of Producers | 
Releasing Corp., Morris Goodman, 
Republic foreign sales chief, and | 
H. A. Mestanza, of Monogran at 

i te j 


Him M-G Director Deal 


the | 
best solution of the threatened prod- | 


acting foreign | 
the MPPDA’s | 


Expressing deep concern over the 
| distribution policy now prevalent in 
_Great Britain and foreseeing an ime 
shortage in Lon- 
don, David Rose, Paramount’s mane 
aging director for Britain, who ar- 
rived over the weekend from Britain, 
forecast that British exhibitors 
would be forced into extended play- 
ing time or go largely to a single- 
feature policy shortly. Rose said 
that the dearth of pictures from the 
U.S. would be felt even before next 
February unless 3ritish exhibitors 
altered their present dual policy or 
| shifted from the time-worn prac- 
tice of only allowing one-week 
maximums for the best pictures. 

Rose’s trip to the U.S.—his 15th 
crossing since he was made Par 
chief in Britain—will include a visit 
to the Coast. He plans to leave for 
Hollywood next Friday. 

The film conservation program in 
thie U.S. and the loss of male stars 
to the armed forces are producing an 
acute film shortage as far as Britain 
is concerned, according to Rose. He 
explained that three major circuits, 
comprising about 400 theatres in the 
London area, have to have six new 
pictures weekly. Bulk of them 
must be supplied by American com- 
panies because British production is 
so badly curtailed. Each of these 
chains, Gaumont-British, Odeon and 
Associated British Picture Corp., 
takes two new features weekly and 
there is a fight each week for the 
three top films. 

First, this six-picture combo plays 
North London, and then South Lon- 
don the follo~ving week. Besides 
| these big circuits, there are a num- 
ber of independent exhibitors 
manding product. Then there ‘are 
10 to 12 large theatres in the West 
| End where U.S. distributors 
case their latest product. 
playing extended runs. 

Rose warned about the forthcom- 
ing product shortage even last 
March. Rose feels that extended runs 
might partially solve the problem 
though, ultimately, the large first- 
run houses might have to abandon 
twin bills. Both practices are over- 
done in Britain, he is convinced. He 
cited that even ‘Reap the Wild 
| Wind’ (Par) was used on double- 
| feature combos by the better class 
theatres 

‘Holiday 

Outstanding example of 

exhibitors’ failure 


mediate product 








de- 


how- 


usually 


Inn’ as Example 
Brit h 


to casn in on box- 


office potentialities of A-l features, 
according to Rose, was the experi- 
ence with ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) in 
Glasgow Although the picture 
broke al! records at the Paramount 
|theatre there, it was held to the 
| usual week Rose explained that 


such policy extends a!l 
seldom being devi- 


matter how well the 


a narrow 
down the line, 
ated from no 
picture stands up 

Just how serious the production 
problem, and how few features are 
possibie in Britain, whether made by 
British or American companies, was 
illustrated by Rose’s experience with 


Paramount 5 nlen edd euct: pose 


Pie * | 


He had hoped to get under way on 


The Oid Lady Shows Her Me j 
| the first of the year. While he h a 
leading lady and Joiinny Mil ) 
appears in ‘In Which We Servs et 
for the film, casting troubles will de- 


lay the start of the production un- 
til April ‘Admirable Crichton,’ 

which Par will do in color, will n: 
;get under way until next June. 
Rose said that all British studios now 
are booked until well into 1944. 

Britain is also encountering trouble 
with technical help. The govern- 
ment is tightening up on technicians, 
who formerly were granted leaves 
| from the service to work in certain 
| filo. 

Rose explained that ‘Coastal Com- 
mend’ is being distributed in Britain 
but the distributor for the U.S. will 
not be decided until this week. It 
s a British Information Service fea- 
ture. Less than 10% of Britain’s 
| theatres are closed because of 
; war losses or other reasons, he said. 

Escapist and musical pictures are 
in great favor now in the British 


o- 


now 


| Is'es, Rose state Horror pictures, 
| whether made in the U.S. or else- 
re banned by the Br h 

Boa yf F Censo sip e Sialea. 
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< ‘*,.. the high spot of the film is Xavier Cugat, the noted 
ce interpreter of Latin-American Rhythms. Mr. Cugat 
lends himself and incidentally steals the picture. .. .”’ 
e AMERICAN WEEKLY, John U. Sturdevant. 
4 66 ® 99 d 
a ...A portly bow to Xavier Cugat.... 
NEW YORK POST, Archer Winsten. > 
“ **... Xavier Cugat’s orchestra makes music with plenty 
Se slacae 99 i", r r ‘ 
a of class... NEW YORK TIMES, Bosley Crowther. 
4 \ 
; ~ 
. YN “Cugat takes care of an acting assignment ably as 
4 | . well as presenting his stylized music for listening 
- ; " $5 T T ‘rT 
4 pleasure. . . . DAILY VARIETY. 
fi ey \ 
a ! *Cugat isn’t merely a bandleader in this picture, hav- 
: ing also been assigned quite a comedy role. He acquits , 
Fg © ee = . | 
E himself surprisingly well and Hollywood should find 
ie > if ‘ . . 
i frequent use for him. He has one especially funny 4 
line, after a verbal tussle with Menjou, he says, ‘I wish 
74 . ‘ eis o¢ > le . 7 ve y nla be VA MJ 
I was back at the Waldorf’. VARIETY, Scho. 
- *“Navier Cugat does more than his share by imper- 
il sonating, with surprising ease, a troubled bandleader 
y y ° ’ . , — ca ah me ea 
named Xavier Cugat.” NEWSWEEK. 
| *“Cugie, as he is dubbed in the film, shows himself to 
be a very talented fellow. He handles a fair-sized com- 
edy part, he plays the Jerome Kern score as befits its ‘ 
| lovely merit, he cartoons; he is great. And such flair 
4 has Cugie for timing and delivery of gags, as well as 
complete naturalness before the lens, that the studio 
has signed him for a strong comedy lead in another 
flicker to come.” BILLBOARD, Joseph R. Carlton. 
q 
Sa 
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Film Reviews 
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CITY OF SILENT MEN 


even though they are being clipped 
and ostracized. The pot finally boils 
over into mob action and an attempt- 
ed lynching before the situation is 
resolved with the cannery working 
on a war contract and everyone 


happy. 

Frank Albertson as a hot-headed 
cynic, who has been through the mill 
and trusts no one, stacks as another 
Spencer Tracy off his chore with the 
lead. Emmett Lynn pours a wealth 
of dry, common-sense humor and 
reasoning into his role as Albertson's 
side-kick and restraining influence. 
Jan Wiley, as the waitress who gives 
the ex-cons a helping hand, does a 
fine job with a tough part. She jas 
to throw herself at Albertson with- | 
out getting maudlin when she can't 
have him and manages to make the | 
role believeble by deft underplaying. | 

Fran. | 


LA GUERRA GAUCHA 


———— 








, who aids the gauchos. Elvira Qui- 
roga also deserves praise, 

Film could have taken a little 
more careful polishing, and it’s 
worth noting that the opening-night 
audience was kept waiting until mid- 
night because the print had not yet 
come back from the laboratory. 
Sound is occasionally spotty, but 
music by Lucio Demare is adequate. 

Film is not only important locally 
because of its theme and execution, 
but because it marks a new depart- 
ure for local production, which will 
undoubtedly be of strong influence 
and cause it to switch from the cur- 
rent wide-spread practice of concen- 
tration on romantic comedies and 
melodramas, without local back- 
ground. 

_Film was made with the coopera- 
tion of the Argentine Army, which 





| supplied riders and other assistance. 


Ray. 


Disney’s ‘Saludos, Amigos’ 








OK in English Dialog Too | 


| Walt Disney’s production 
(‘The Gaucho War’ ) | ‘Saludos Amigos’ (‘RKO) was ao 
{(ARGENTINE-MADE) : 0 eee wink“: Page yey 
. a its first official showings in this 

Buenos Aires, Dec. 5. nivw during the * pers 
Artistas Argentinos Aseciados production, | COUNITY ur Ing the past week, for 
released by Distribuidora Panamericana. | the press and diplomatic representa- 
Starring Enrique Muino, Francisco Petrone, | tives south of the border, and the 


Sebastian Chiola, Amelia Bence and Ricardo 
Pho- 


Galache. Directed by Lucas Demare. | 

tography, Bob Roberts; based on poem by | ‘ ara "as One hommaail 

Peapelén Lugones; adapted by Ulises Petit that here was one of Di: ney s finest 

de Murat and Homero Manzi; music, Lucio clicks in cartoon filming. 

Dera re Reviewed at the Ambassador, Running onlv 45-min , 

eae , ; , ; g 5- ites -| 

Buenos Aires. Running time, 90 MINS. Bas . ule ex 
hibitors will have to determine 


‘La Guerra Gaucha,” first produc- 
tion from the new Artistas Argen- 
tinos Asociados, is probably the best 
Argentine-made to date. It’s an 
historical epic, faithful to fact, in- 
telligently handled and solid enter- 
tainment. It’s already shown itself 
to be top grosser in B. A., and be- 
cause historical basis deals with 
the ousting of the Spanish ‘conquis- 
tadores,’ at the same time packing | 
a pro-democratic angle, it should be | 
strong elsewhere in Latin America, 
since war for liberation was similar 


its 


in many South American republics. | 


Film also has good possibilities for 
U. S. arty houses. 

Unusual for local-mades, plenty 
of native color that will be recog- 
nizable, and the gaucho horseman- 
ship and battle scenes, some of them 
very reminiscent of the early U. S. 
westerns, will give it added punch. 

Film is based on the book of Leo- 
»0ldo Lugones, adapted by Ulises 
Petit de Murat and Homero Manzi. | 
They've intelligently penetrated the | 


general impression was unanimous- 


where the pic will fit in view of the 
brevity. It’s a worthy production, 
land the good will established by the 
film in Latin America, about whose 
customs the film treats authentically, 
geems likely to enhance this attitude 





the equator. 

The only difference from 
Latin American version (reviewed in 
last week's ‘Variety’ 
|Aires) is in the narration. 
|}episodes, about which the pic 
are in native tongues, Spanish 
| Bolivian-Peruvian, Chilean and Ar- 
|gentinian sequences, and Portuguese 
in the Brazalian one. For the Yan- 
que market, of course, it’s all Eng- 
lish commentation. 


from 
The four 
deals, 


Buenos | ; 
|der the WMC, Walsh believes that in 





Newsreels 


Continued from page 5 








spirit of the original and devised | features beginning Jan. 1. Estimates 
episodes into a script with a full! are that the five reels use around 
sense of the value of their medium. | 959 900,000 feet of stock annually 


Dialog is particularly strong, having 
been taken bodily from the original, 
and solid pro-democratic effect from 
quotation from Argentine hero, Gen-| 
eral Belgrano, give the pic a propa- 
value not to be overlooked. | 
particularly since few Argentine-| 
mades have ever handled themes as 


wanda 
ganca 


|export supplies. 





in the U. S. for the Americas below 


the | iL 


in the | 


| take 


It’s His Gal, Now 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Eugen Frenke became sole pro- 
ducer of ‘The Girl from Leningrad,’ 
with Gregor Rabinovitsch pulling out 
as co-producer but retaining a 
financial interest in the film. 

Negotiations are going on for 
United Artists release and shooting 
space at General Service studios. 
Akim Tamiroff has been signed for 
a lead role but no director has been 
hired to date. 


CIVILIAN FILM 
TO BE CUT T00 


Dec. 15. 
is issuing 








Washington, 
War Production Board 
an order to raw 


facturers to cut the 
all film for civilian use. 


production of 
Understood 


film stock manu-|-* 2 ; 
lincome ceiling for creative and ar- 








_ plies to freelancers, since fewer 








Seek Ceiling Ruling 








contracts, many of which would be 
broken under limitations imposed by 


Continued from page 5 








that a salary greater than $67,200 
could be paid to individual perform- 


the salary limitations. lers. As far as can be ascertained 
Meantime, execs including Nick | there has been no change ts the 
Schenck, J. Robert Rubin, Barney | salary limit fixed by the Office of 
Balaban, Austin Keough, Louis p. | Economic Stabilization. In addition 
Mayer and others were again in to the $67,200 salary, however, ex- 
huddles during the past week trying | penses for advertising, publicity, 
| traveling, etc., are permitted. Thus 


to effect a formula which would per- | 


mit retention of the validity of op- 
tion contracts. 

Still under discussion was the 
come ceiling limit insofar as it 


in- 
ap- 
en- 
are 
this 


sta™s 
of 


leading 
as result 


gagements by 
believed likely, 
restriction. 


Representations made on behalf of | 


the film industry to U. S. Treasury 
and Office of Economic Stabilization 


officials in Washington last week 
|were reportedly brushed off. It was 
held in some quarters that relief 


should be provided under the $25,000 


tistic pérsonnel with a view to get- 
ting more instead of fewer pictures 


ut of such personnel. It was 


me O1 noint- 


‘ed out that stars enjoy only a limit- 


that 325 mm film is to he cut 24%. 
amateur film 50% and professional 
film 24%. Film for military pur- | 


poses will not be curtailed. 

This order is distinct from the raw 
stock allocation order, cutting use of 
stock for film production approxi- 
mately 25% below 1941 figures, 
which is expected this week. 

The order to raw stock manu- 
facturers such as Dupont, Eastman, 
Agfa, etc. was scheduled to be re- 
leased late tonight ‘Tues.) according 
to informed circles here. 


[ATSE Anxious 


Continued from page 5 




















| 


| 


| remains over the validity 


| 


|} contracts can be maintained 
| face of the $67,200 salary ceiling. It 


problems may have to be faced un- | 


various cities, such as New York City 
where considerable unemployment 
still exists, the WMC can draw on 
that surplus and may not have to 
operators, stagehands, lab 
workers, etc., off their jobs 

Also, Walsh points out that many 


| IA members, notably operators, work 


six hours daily and less and thus 
could double up on jobs. In other 
words, they could work a four, five 
|or six-hour shift in a theatre and 


this including positive, negative and | 


With the 25% cut 
becoming effective the supply would 


| be reduced by some 62,500,000 feet 
annually. 
To meet this situation, newsreel 


heads were debating whether to cut 


einai “b - a Picture is by id the number of issues from two to 
emares OCs. | one weekly or to reduce the number 
Story deals with the struggle of! o¢ clips per issue. If cutting to one 
the gauchos, both from the pampas| issue W eckly, producers estimated 
and the mountains, against the Span- | ‘hay ah hon anid t gaia 
ish armies who fought in provincial | "*Y Wwou% pet ee en eee 
Alta Peru and in Salta from 1840;'° umber Of prints by approx!- 
to 1880. Characters are authentic and | mately 50° in order to service all 
extremely well done. There’s the old | accounts. Thus, where 300 prints 
sacristan who risks his life hourly} were made per newsreel issue 
to give signals to the gaucho camp.!on ai $semi-weekly basis it was 
Captain Miranda, the born guerilla,| f{eured that 450 prints would be 
Sn eee by Francisco | needed if the reels went out but 
etrone ignig oO 1e Story eT 1. 8 | 
comes when a young Peruvian-born | °"°®, We€ kly. Mellett, it is under- 
lieutenant, who is fighting with the | Stood, was anxious to avoid either 
Spanish army, goes over to the Ar-| Cut. 
gentine side. The plot in itself is} Tom Connors and W. C. Michel, 
not as importat:t as the battle sceres.| of 20th-Fox, in Washington last | 
the gaucho raids and the depicting | week to consult with WPB officials | 
of the spirited horsemanship and| regarding the classification of the | 


bravery of the legion of the fighters. | 
who are readv to go off and strike | 
at_ the Snanish legions at the toss of | 
a sombrero. 

PI Bob Roberts, 


roto? - lw 
nmovograpuay m0 at only 


he 
WY 


March of Time ree! which they con- 
tend should be designated as a 


ewsrecel, since -it member of 


the newsreel group 


~ . acti 0 the ro é 1 lewsreel] 
U. S. head cameraman here, is tops, | @©"0" to t “ ee Seer ee 
as are special effects created by; Was Understood brought up during 
Roberts and Ralph Papier. Scenes| the course of their D. C. trek. 
of the final raid, resulting in the! Newsreelers’ Huddle 
death of Miranda after blowing up p | of Mellett 4 1] : 
the enemy powder stores. are good, — ) saa Ol 2 cin wo - Ow a pel 
but a finale with the old gaucho | Centage of raw film Stock, NOW 
his Government division and 


playing the national anthem on his | signed 


one-stringed violin during the last|for Victory shorts, to go to the five | 
moments of the final battle may{| American newsreels, was discussed 
seem a bit corny for foreign con-| jn detail at a meeting of newsreel 
sumption, although strong here. leditors in N. Y. yesterday (Tuesday). 


Special mention due Carlos Cam- | Confab 


pagnale in the role of a youngster 




















COMING 


RULE and WAGNER'S 


“THE FIGHTING 
AMERICANS” 


STARRING 


Lola Lane & Lawrence Gray 


with 


Chick Chandler - Irene Ware 
George Meeker and 
Shaw and Lee 





a 





—- 








was still in session at 
|‘Variety’s’ press time, but prelim 
| discussion indicated the Mellett move 


Melieti’s re- | 
cut | 


plant, if it 
Addi- 
are 
where 


} ft 
aeiense 


to do that. 


also a shift in a 
became necéssary 
tionally, most IA members 
five-day weeks. m 3. %.. 
there are 2,200 operators, they work 
only a four-day week. That leaves 
plenty of time to catch some sleep if 
a man was to work on two jobs 
Walsh noted, 
plants are actually working men on 
some shifts that run only four hours 


In the film studios, [A members work 
} 


also, that some defense 


only six hours a day. 

Walsh indicated inferentially that 
should the WMC make inroads on 
IA manpower that it would come 


along like everyone else in 
win the war, but stated he 
feel an experienced union technicflan 


doesn’t 


or operator, for instance, should be 
placed into a job in a factory assort- 
ing screws which could be done by | 
anyone, 


Noting that it takes a long time to 
train a projectionist, Walsh doubts 
that women can fill he bill effi- 
ciently. They were tried in England, 
he added, but were found 
factory. 

As managers, women are okay in 
Walsh’s opinion, however. ‘I’ve had 
dealings with a couple,’ 
‘and got along with them nicely.’ 


Current Short Releases 


(PRINTS*IN EXCHANGES) 


({Comptled By Besa Short) 
Horses’ (WB, 9 
horseback 


‘Horses, Horses, 


on | 


i ties to 


| 


trying to 


unsatis- | 


he declared, 


| mins.). Circus femmes in 
| stunts 
‘Henry Browne, Farmer’ (Indie, 11 | 
mins.). U. S. Agriculture Bureau 
production about negro farmers. 
‘Glimpses of Ontario’ (M-G, 9 


| mins.). 


| might enable newsreels to continue | 


;operations on present basis with an 
absolute minimum of cutting down, 
‘if any cuts at all are required. 
Understood that suggestions for 
joint editorial and makeup staff for 
|\the five reels, to release veteran 


; newsreel manpower for Government | 


service, also were discussed. 
for expert members of their staff to 


Signal Corps. 





of prints sent to accounts, attitude of 
Government experts being that more 
war coverage is needed. 


supervise material of the U.S. Armoy | 
If any such sugges- | 
tion is adopted, however, it would | 


not change camera staffs or number | 
; marines. 


News- | 
reels previously had been approached | 


j mins.). 


Fitzpatrick travelogue of 


Canada's farm lands. 
‘Hands of Women’ 


(Par, 111% 


mins.). Prof. Josef Ranald study of 
American women hands. 
‘Unexpected Riches’ (M-G, 111% 
mins.). Our Gang comedy. 
‘The Eleventh Hour’ ‘Par, 8 
mins.). Superman cartoon. 


‘Malice In Slumberland’ (Col, 6'5 
mins.). Cartoon comedy. 
‘Keep "Em Sailing’ (M-G, 20's 
mins.). Crime Does Not Pay arama. 
‘Fighting Freighters’ ‘UA, 21 
mins.). Saga ef England’s merchant 


Cat’ 
cartoon 


‘Frankenstein's 


Tex ry toon comedy 


(20th 7 


ed number of big money years at 


ibest, that writers and directors are 


not uniformly prolific. 


Chief concern of major producers 
of con- 
tracts. Industry attorneys have so 
far been reluctant to commit them- 
selves to a definite stand on whether 
in the 


is pointed out that when an em- 
ployer cannot fulfill a contract call- 
ing for payment of a specific salary, 
then such a contract. becomes un- 
sound, especially when non-fulfill- 
ment is pre-empted by a Govern- 
ment regulation. Attorneys for 


options can be exercised or that par- 
such contracts can be held, 
unless some ruling to that effect is 
promulgated. 
Allowable Deductions 
Some rumors were afloat last week 


eaearmenncenseisesni ts 
eaenerenonenees ity 
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| 
Are Contracts Valid? | 


the | 
most part are inclined to doubt that | 





New Vork Theatres 


|a film player, bandleader or an exec- 
| utive in any industry might be paid 
$80,000 or $100,000 a year in order 
to cover disbursements. Such dis- 
bursements, under the Treasury reg- 
ulations, must be of a nature allowed 
in income tax deductions. 

| Meantime, Congressional opposi- 
tion to the principle of the $25,000 
| income ceiling is gathering momen- 


itum. Some Congressional leaders 
| have stated that they would call for 


'an abrogation of the ceiling regula- 


| tion by inserting an amendment to 


other 
the 


bill or 
during 


that effect in the 
legislation coming 


tax 
up 


inext session beginning in January. 























Plan ‘Ceiling Rider’ 


Continued from page 5 











Fe ee mc 


| appropriations bill which will reach 


the House early next year. If the 
rider remains in the bill after it is 


| passed by Congress and ‘sent to the 


White House the President will have 
his choice of accepting the whole 
measure or vetoing it. 

Meanwhile, Representative Jen- 
kins, Ohio Republican and member 
of the ways and means committee, 
expressed the.belief also that the 
committee would take up the ques- 
tion of wiping out the order at the 
next session. 


BURNETTE ENDS TOUR 
Smiley Burnette, cowboy film ac- 
tor under contract to Republic, has 
;just completed a 10-week tour of 
one-nighters. 
| Tour has ended in Huntingdon, 
|W. Va., handled by Martin Wagner 
|of the William Morris Agency. 





HUNEUPENELOSETDETN NNN aeeCTRET 





serena eoternseniettbneisun, = 














BEG. FRIDAY, DEC. 18 4TH WEEK 
WARNER BROS.” HIT 
“FLYING “FORTRESS” Humphrey ingrid Paul 
Action Drama From tie sciou ||| Bogart * Bergman * Henreid 
RICHARD GREENE In Warner Bros. Hit 
SN Pes | “CASABLANCA” 
JERRY WAL A Hal B. Wallis Production 
AND HIS ORCH Twines he Bfirhanl ¢ rT 
a. ALSO | Directed by Michael Curtiz 
Oe mee to || HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 
New York STRAND Bway & 47 8t. ||| Continuous @ B’way & 5ist St. 
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| 
| 


| 
JUDY GARLAND | 
“FOR ME AND MY GAL” | 
| 





An MGM Pk re 


Popular Prices 
Centinueus Perf. 


Monty WOOLLE Y: ida LUPING a 
(jfe bacins » 
EIGHT- THIRIY 


* PLUS BIG STAGE SHOW & 


ASTOR 2 yah 



































BUY A WAR 7th Ave. & 50th St. 4 | 
BOND at the ROXY Deors Oper 10-308 M ! 
ares reo 
Great Beok ! dueat Picture ! 
Margaret” 


“Journey for 






Laraine 


DAY 


Robert 
YOUNG ey 


CAPITOL fii 














BWAY & 
47th St. 


Pat O'BRIEN e Gearge MURPHY 


‘NAVY COMES THROUGH’ 


aud 


“You Can’t Escape Forever’ 
“oorne P RENT # Brenda MARSHALL 


’ 





27th Week! 


MICHAEL TODD’S 


STAR and GARTER 


ARD SHORT 


Stagee by HASS 


BOBBY | GYPSY ROSE 
E 











RADIO 
cIrTy 


MUSIC HALL 
“RANDOM 
HARVEST" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 











LOEW'S Starts Thers Dec {7 
ST Times Fred MacMURRAY 
£ Se. Paulette GODDARD 
Lact Times Wed. “THE FOREST 
"eiasieae RANGERS” 
TIGERS” 
John om In TECHNICOLOR 
WAYNE LEE , 
John CARROLL Te Person 
n Person Guy KIBBEE 
CROSs & DUAN lew PARKER 
MINEVITCH’'S EXTRA! 
Harmenica Rascals Cire RIMAC & Orc 














|] “The Perfect Skating Show.” —Mantic, News 
50c $1 & $1.50 Ti%° 


Sat. Nights Only 56c. te $2.59 Pius Tax 
Sonja Henie & Arthur M. Wirt? present 


A MUSICAL ICETRAVAGANZA 


STARS ON ICE 


CENTER THEATRE, Racke‘eller Center 


co. 5-5474 
America’s. Onby*tee Theatre 
Evgs., inel. Sun. 8:40—Mats.: Wed.-Sat.-Sua. 


Ne Monday Pert.—Heliday Mat. Dec. 25 
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Gas Rationing and War Jobs 
For Women May Explain Drop 


In July-Sept. Day Time Listening 


‘SINGIN’ SAM’ MAY GO 





Barbasol may spot ‘Singin’ Sam’ 
on a Mutual hookup for a schedule 
of two quarter-hours a week. This 
would be supplementary to the news 


trick which John B. Kennedy re- 
cently started for the account on 





_— 


-_> 


The Co-operative Analysis 0 
Broadcasting last week released a 
resume of listening for the July- 
September quarter which showed 
the nighttime level moving upward 
and the daytime quotient going the 
other way. In seeking to rationalize 
the latter index, the C. A. B. sum- 
mary speaks of gasoline rationing 
and increased employment, presum- 
ably for women. 

The quarterly review disclosed 
that average ratings were off 7%, 
and that of the three months the 
largest volume of nighttime listening 
occurred during July. That same 


|Gov. Neely Settles Libel 
Suit Vs. W. Va. Station 





Fairmont, W. Va., Dec. 15 
Libel action of Gov. M. M. Neely, 
of Neely bill fame, against Station 


(having a W before his initials) has 
been settled out of court. Terms 
were not disclosed. 

The suit grew out of statements 
made by opposing politicians in the 
recent campaign. 








month accounted for the largest pro- 
portionate decrease in daytime audi- | 
ences. The interest in news broad- 
casts also hopped above the level 
which prevailed for the like quarter 
of 1941, 

Following is the C. A. B.’s com- 
parative index of listening: 


NIGHT 
Month 1941 1942 
SUF cccccccoceseces 107 6169 
MED. vince 4hs00ee. Set -~ 2eT 
September ....+e00. 22.3 23.0 
DAY 
Month 1941 1942 
DP sinccccosecesse BA |RSS 
PM sccecesseeses 166 koe 
September? ceccceses 14.2 12.9 





Nets Can Take 
FCC Regulations 
To U. S. Sup. Ct. 


Washington, Dec. 15. 
The question of whether the Fed- 
eral 
holds the authority to regulate rela- 





Communications Commission 

















WMMN which was’ named for him 


CBS. 

‘Sam’ was associated exclusively 
with Barbasol for years before tak- 
ing up on disc with Coca Cola. 


FIRE REPORTER 





Boston, Dec. 15. 

A sponsor appeared on the scene 
as a result of an outspoken talk by 
Joe Dinneen, Boston Globe column- 
ist, broadcast over WORL, in which 
he labelled many local niteries as 
firetraps, following the Cocoanut 
Grove disaster. Steaming nightclub 
operators threatened law suits, while 
Dinneen’s listeners applauded his re- 
marks, then a representative of the 
Royal Crown Cola Co. brought forth 
a contract. 

Dinneen started for the soft-drink 
concern Monday (14) and will be 
heard five times weekly at 5 p.m., 
gabbing news of local interest and 
patterned after his column, ‘Spilling 
the Beans.’ 

David Malkiel agency handled the 
transaction, 

















ON MBS FOR BARBASOL 


GETS SPONSOR 








Station Expenses in Plugging War 
Bonds Deductible for Tax Purposes 





+ ——— 


Fishburn Quits NBC 
For Grant Agcy. in Chi 


Chicago, Dee. 15. 
Alan M. Fishburn, member of the 
NBC director staff in Chicago, has 
resigned, effective Jan. 1, to join 
the Grant agency, as assistant to 





Lloyd (‘Bucky’) Harris, radio di- 
rector. 

Currently gag the ‘Help 
Mate’ serial for Cudahy Packing, 


through the Grant agency, Fishburn 
has directed various programs orlg- 
inating in Chicago. 


Some Stations 


Falling Revenue 
Worrying OW! 


4 econ woowverigty CHP as. 
Washington, Dec. 15. 
Office of War Information is 
making a study of the drop in ad- 
vertising revenue which threatens to 
put some of the smaller broadcast- 
ers off the air. Gardner Cowles, 
deputy OWI chief, disclosed that his 





Washington, Dec. 15. 

By broadcasting information as to 
the necessity of buying war bonds, 
radio stations are carrying on one of 
the functions for which they are 
organized and the expenses incurred 
in connection with that are deduc- 
tible as ordinary and necessary busi- 
ness expenses for Federal income 
tax purposes, That is the substance 
of a ruling handed down by the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
to Russell H. Place, counsel for the 
National Association of Broad- 
casters, 

Test of whether expenditures are 
deductible from gross income ig 
whether they are ordinary and nec- 
essary expenditures directly con- 
nected with or pertaining to the tax- 
payer’s trade or business. The Bu- 
reau has ruled that expenses in- 
curred by newspapers in directing 
public attention to the vital necessity 
of the success marketing of war 
bonds are deductible as ordinary and 
necessary expenses. 

Radio Like Press 

Ruling was based on the recogni- 
tion that it is the business of news- 

papers, among other things, to dis- 
e SS ah wy PAs w ou TF iS * WS Ada aS 
ienuon o1 beaters ratte vs oF? pubiie 
interest. Thus, in promoting the sale 
of war bonds, newspapers are con- 
sidered to be engaged in carrying 
on one of the functions for which 
they are organized and the expenses 
incurred are identified as being di- 
rectly connected with the business 























tions between networks and their organization is concerned about the , . 
affiliated station is slated for another Li kl ( G bh problem and that, in addition to its|0f operating a iy a 
| argument before the U. S. supreme | Ml etter, oast a er, own checking, it has asked the Ad- —"o are in much ver — ight. 
court. The latter tribunal yesterday . vertising Council to survey the B SEaOn So BNRRCSN, war 
(Monday) granted permission to Under Indictment For situation. | bond information, radio stations may 
NBC and CBS to bring up for appeal Chairman James L. Fly, of the | eee she _ tng an ap — 
a recent ruling of a three-judge Fed- False Citizenship Claim Federal Communications Commis- | ro that they = transmitted to an 
eral court in New York that the FCC sion, recently proposed that some | issuing agent, or sell bonds as issu- 
is invested with such regulatory Governmental program must be|!"8 agents, either by mail or overe 
power. San Francisco, Dec. 15. worked out to continue eroscessting ,| the-counter, using their own em- 
When NBC-CBS counsel were pre- Art Linkletter, freelance radio an- | service by radio stations which are | ployees fou this purpose. 
viously before the Supreme Court it |nmouncer, was indicted by a Federal | facing serious losses. Expenses incurred in carrying on 
was to dispute the same lower court’s | grand jury here on charge of falsely WCC chairmen is not eure whether |" h activities may also properly be 
finding that it had no right to inter- |claiming U. S. citizenship. Assistant | this could be done by loan, by pay- | °°" idered as expenses for institu- 
With the resignation of Leonard |fere with the FCC until after it had|U. S. Attorney Louis Mercado said | ment for Government programs or | tional or goodwill advertising, which 
Hole, acting executive director of | ordered the anti-network regulations | that Linkletter, born in Canada, ap- through tax relief measures, He did | 2™® also deductible from gross rev- 
television, CBS will probably cur- | into effect. The S.C. agreed with the | plie -d for naturalization papers ON | say he was reluctant to see the Gov- enue under section 23 (a) of the In- 
tail its television activities dras-|networks and ordered the issue back | Sept. 29 of this year and that two] ernment ‘get any sort of stake in | oe al Revenue Code if reasonable 
tically. Hole will report Tuesday | for trial. |months later, on Nov. 27, he claimed private broadca ting’ such as would |?" amount, according to the Com- 
(22) as a lieutenant (jg) at the - Ito be a citizen in applying for a pass result.from subsidizing stations with | missioner, 
Quonset Point (R. I.) Naval Base. to KSFO and the — short-waver, | joans, Fm a ote, 
He will probably not be replaced. NAB, CO-OP LEAGUE | KWID. According to Mercado, Link- OWI’s interest in the problem 
Last of the executives to leave tect eae VOTER 18 See rey. 9, Seen arises from the fact radio is a me- Warnow Orch Murray 
CBS television, Hole leaves a skele- AGREE ON AD CODE € — on . dium for disseminating ieformnetion ’ 
ton crew of four men. Company ’ . gains cant ya i radio | spout the war effort and that many Cheir to Re lace ‘Info 
will probably air only four hours of me. Pekin ween oe knew until ae (Continued on page 31) ; Pp 
hime vant “ ; ; . fail of 1942 that he was an adoptec . 
emg pcs gy rahe — ha res Washington, one 18. | child and that ne had been born in | | Please’ for Lucky Strike 
shortage of manpower and technical Code committee of the National | ¢ anada ‘Immediately upon oo aa 
equipment, particularly tubes, the | Association of Broadcasters and offi- | ©™!"8 that we came from —s AXEL GRUENBERG, STARK ‘ 7 
FCC is not enforcing its earlier cials of the Co-overative League of when I was tc two years 0 1 | L Mark Warnow 5 orchestra and the 
lie ¢ + isi hae | cs ; : 7 | we nt to tne ederal authorities anc ' FORM PRODUCTION FIRM ynn urray cnoll araw tne as- 
edl see Phil gee bear ag a tha | the United States after two days of |told them the story. At the gnment for the new Lucky Strike 
sanale schedule. bg geaergry today (Tuesday) agreed date, I applied for naturaliz: tion. po | | prondoas st, which will replace ‘In- 
on a set of themes and principles to | pers and am now waiting for them| Axel Gruenberg and _ Richard} formation Please’ on NBC.  Pro- 
be used in radio copy advertising \to come throug h,’ Linkletter stated. | Stark, respective ‘director and an-| gram will originate each Friday 
(| B d co-operative ventures. Maximum penalty for conviction | nouncer of ‘Against the Storm.’ have | Night from Carnegie Hall, N. Y., be- 
eve. roa casters Put The meeting and subsequent agree- |on the charge preferred against \formed a new program production sinning Feb. 12, probably the first 
ment was the outgrowth of the pro- | Linkletter is five years in Federal |firm. Gruenberg. Stark & Co. and|time that a pop-style radio show 
Out Welcome Mat For test that the League had lodged with | penitentiary, $5,000 fine, or both, | are already offering a list of ‘eight has been scheduled to emanate from 
’ ang the Federal Communications Com- | — -- —- lshows for possible sponsorship. there. ‘Info’ drops off after broad- 
WJW, Blue S$ Affiliate —— — NBC and CBS apr tener MBS Adds 2 More Gruenberg has directed several pro- cast of Feb. 5. . tee 
and operated stations had turned grams besides ‘Storm’ in the last Basis of Warnow’s programming 
| downs ‘co-operative’ wusiness. ae. couple of = ennans. and Stark ~ pore will be a ‘Hit Parade’ of songs dating 
Ni ao, Saneetone, Dec. 15. | —_—_—_____—_—- | Mutual network acquired two|rently also announcing ‘Life Can Be back 20 years - ype He will use 
erally ase a Possess eae vw | Shi () fi j | more affiliates last week. They're | Beautiful’ and Phil Spit ccc s ‘Hour | @® orchestra of 90 mu pages 
erally fav the removal of wow] Shirt Uuttit Drops | WBHP, Huntsville, Ala. and WLAY, |of Charm.’ 
rom Akron to become the Biue af- | ‘ ——— ] : ra 
itis take. Gan enctnemnen said on! a D Muscle Shoals, Ala. Gruenberg will also probably take ROB RT BENCHLEY AS 
move would offer additional. ‘com: | pot Deals Jan. 1), Former is a 100-watter, the latter Jover direction of “Right to Happi- E 
p tition, which l€ thy and goc d aa KAO, Both are full time. | ness,’ Procte: & Gamble serial, 
Meanwhile, WHK “WC LE, The Sanforizing Division of Cluett weeny | Which the Compton agency is bring- STAR OF NEW PROGRAM 
formerly used the Blue here, but |peabody & Co., is withdrav oe Mle . ing to N. Y. from Chicago, effective | ale 
ah inl + = , 4 . : ’ ee Te, een < y ic. 28 
Me 1 Pros ss gpl ty a jits alignments with spot radio at the Radio will get Dec. 28 | Robert Benchley is starred in a 
Semmaeciel es a ™ 1 los : ‘ end - this ear . The move ill varied treatment by: jnew comedy script show by Roge r 
prox aw OF est vs Pu affect . ve rs market and schedul Edw d Al hi J e | White for audition this week by an 
ing ‘Lone Ranger,’ ‘Jack Armstrong,’ | "Youn tye pte tigen Maurice Dreicer ar esnire Joms | undisclosed client of the C, L. Miller 
‘Don Winslow, ‘Inner Sanctum’ | See a een Alan Lipseott U peg it’s a 30-minute series, with 
‘Gang Busters,’ ‘Breakfast Club’ | : one: ” | p As Red Cross Exe¢| = orchestra background 
Several other changes are being | KXOK L . Lester Gottlieb ' Ira Ashley eon it as a free- 
— by Cleveland's tations, 9 St. * Full-Time Ted Cott Chicago Dec. 15 ee ee 
IGAR is seeking a change on its =a Ditties... uke Edward Aleshire, mana ser of ti ° ° 
mere length to permit better re- | St. Louis, Dec. 15 hillips Carlin | H. W. Kastor & Sons pc ae N. Y. Herald-Trib’s Radio 
ce ae this area, and WCLE is} KXOK, the Blue outlet here and Storm W haley Co., is taking an immediate leave of Ed Mo t y Hall 
attempting to operate beyond 6 p.m.|owned and operated by the Star- Eve Merriam absence to join the Americdn Red ves to own 
SET ona | Times, p.m. rag, has. started a Ralph Ed | | Cross. Following a brief training Betty Colglough, radio editor of 
Texas as Program Subiec round-the-clock sked. alph Kdwards | period at national headquarters in the N. Y. Herald Tribune, resigngd 
gram subject | Jerry Burns, gabber, conducts a | Washington, he will leave for an|this week to become assistant to 
: San Antonio, Dec. 15, |‘News of Our Neighbors’ program i overseas assignment as chief of the|Mts. Marion Carter, director of the 
The many-sided story of Texas’ |}Once weekly, in which news items | ce . Red Cross radio section at one of the |'@dio forum division of Town Hall, 
contribution to the war effort in |from small-town rags of interest to Show Business foreign operation points. iN. Y. Her successor has not yet 
man power, production and civilian|those who recently have moved to t W 2 Benjamin J. Green, who has 6 |been selected, but the paper will 
activity is the subject of a new se- |St. Louis are aired. In return for a ay assistant manager of th a ma continue to confine its radio cover- 
ries of programs aired over WOAI]'| the air credit, the out-of-town sheets : radio demartennes for th ° waeruns s age to daily program listings, plus 
and the Texas Quality Network each |@re using stories of the new station Cee ar ae years will tak r rm sae a short column of ‘highlights’ in the 
Sunday afternoon for a quarter- | policy. 37th Anniversar N ber former dutios — a nee Sunday edition. 
hour. The series, titled ‘Texas at | - — + As assistant to Mrs. Carter, Miss 
War,’ started Sunday (13), spon-| New Castle, Pa.—Ray Edwards of , Colglough will be active in the 
sored by Texas Gulf Sulphur Co., formerly of WKBN. Pinsrutetnwnn. Bilt ‘Ballance, recently of KOA, {preparation of the ‘Town Meeting 
originating through KPRC, Hous-|has become program director of ARIETY Denver, isnt in the Army after all.|/of the Air’ program on the Blue 
ton. WKST here ; j ins fac, nes announcing for KSL, |network and the new local series on 
Salt Lake City. » |WMCA, N. Y., 
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All Nets to Air Ist Public Hearing 
Of Army ‘Command’ Show Xmas Eve 








The Army will let the American 
public listen in on its ‘Command 
Performance’ program for the first 
time Christmas Eve (24) through a 
broadcast that will be carried by all 
four national networks between 11 
and 12 p.m. EWT. The series, now in 
its 44th week, had heretofore been 
provided exclusively for troops 
abroad by way of shortwave from a 
transcription. As the Christmas Eve 
event is being fed over the networks, 
it will be recorded and rebroadcast 
on Christmas Day by the customary 
shortwave. The domestic feed was 
suggested by the Office of War In- 


formation as an appropriate gesture 
of linking: soldier and civilian morale. 


ios ww ail 
“Mae ee, 3 ba 


It has arranged to have 
the network show shortwaved in 
the direction of London, where a 
recording will be made for rebroad- 
casting on Christmas Day to BBC 
domestic listeners and to the armed 
services in the Middle East. 

The talent lined up for the pro- 
gram comprises Bob Hope, Bing 
Crosby, Edgar Bergen, Red Skelton, 
Kay Kyser, Dinah Shore, Dorothy 
Lamour, Ethel Waters and Ginny 
Simms. Al Newman, musical direc- 
tor for 20th-Century Fox, will baton 
the accompaniment and orchestral 
interludes, with the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians and the various 
talent guilds cooperating on the re- 
cruiting of the participants. 


DAVIS RETURN 
TO AIR AGAIN 
LIKELY 


al> 
special. 


Elmer Davis, chief of the Office of 
War Information, 
to make regular weekly appearances 
before the microphone tell the 
people about the war and the war 
effort. It has long been widely sug- 
gested that the OWI chief, a former 
radio news commenator, take to the 
airwaves at regular intervals to in- 
form the people about the progress 
of the war. 

Several weeks ago he announced 
that he had abandoned the idea be- 
cause of the pressure of work. Now, 
however, Nicholas Roosevelt, former 
diplomat and N. Y. Herald Tribune 
writer, is going to handle the con- 
tacts of OWI with the Army and the 
Navy. Davis thinks that when 
Roosevelt takes over that part of the 
job he will have time enough to go 
back before the microphone 

Kind of program Davis has 
would be largely background and in- 
cerpretation., 

He is not sure, if he returns to the 
whether he would do regular 
once-a-week broadcasts, or go before 
the microphone occasionally only. 
He is inclined toward the weekly 
program idea. 

He is not worried about his broad- 
casts being regarded as ‘official’ ver- 
sions. In fact, he feels that such a 
broadcast would be official so far as 
OWI was concerned, but it wouldn’t 
be official in any other sense. He 
would, of course, have the advantage 
of a certain amount of information 
that could not be made public, but 
which might affect his interpreta- 
tion of the news 

Davis feels that while this might 
give him a certain advantage over 
other commentators, he never had 
the idea of putting any spot news 
in such a broadcast. Nothing would 
be used in it that had not been pre- 

viously released to everybody else. 
If he went on the air, he said, the 
sc ripts would be made available im- 
mediately after the broadcast to 
everybody for whatever use they 
cared to make of them. 


may atill arrange 
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GRACIE FIELDS 








Donahue-Coe Quickie 


Bert Prager, director of radio, 
and Dick Dunkel, radio time 
buyer for Donahue & Coe 
agency, pulled a fast one on 
Monday (14) morning, even be- 
fore boss Ed Churchill came 
into the office, and tied up every 
available radio spot on _ the 
metropolitan New York stations 
so that the Loew theatres, Radio 
City Musie Hall, etce., would 
have radio announcements on the 
air periodically. This is in lieu 
of the ads, due to the newspaper 
deliverers’ strike. 

The commitments ran only 
$4,500 a day. The D-C agency 
has the spots sewed up for three 





¥ $3 








EXPANDING TO 
15 MINS. 


Pall Mall eigarets has decided to 
change the time formula of the 
Gracie Fields series, which currently 
ig on a five-minute five-times-a week 
basis on the Blue Network. The 
account wants to expand the pro- 
gram to 15 minutes nightly. 

Miss Fields’ present time is 9:55- 
10 p.m. and the substitute on the 
Blue period that the sponsor 
under consideration is 10:15-10:30 
p.m. 








Earl B. Salmon has joined the New 
York sales staff of Joseph Hershey 
McGillvra, Ine. He was formerly 
with the WOR Program Service De- 
partment. 






| 
has | 


+ 


WALKOUT HYP 
NY OTATIONG 


Theatres, Stores, Et AIl., 
Rush Their Sales Talks 
to Radio—Outlets and 
Newspapers Augment 
News Schedules 


l) 











INCREASED AUDIENCES 





The N. Y. newspaper deliverers’ 
strike, which broke Sunday evening 
(13), resulted in a deluge of business 
for the New York stations. Deprived 
of their regular newsprint adver- 
tising channels, theatre . operators, 
department stores, employment 





sales staffs of most of the local sta- 
tions all day Monday (14), seeking 
out time availabilities and placing 
orders for announcements or spon- 
sorship of established sustaining 
| stanzas. Absence of newspapers also 
caused the various stations to aug- 
ment their news schedules, which 
situation undoubtedly accounted for 
a tremendous audience increase.” 
What made the strike particularly 
| tough for the department stores was 
| the fact that it came in the middle 
of the Christmas shopping season. 
The lion’s share of the demand for 
rmediate time went to WOR. 
eee s department store took over 
the sponsorship of the ‘Shoppers’ 
Program,’ with Pegeen Fitzgerald, 
bought 12 announcements on the 
station’s matinee phonograph record 
half-hour and arranged for late eve- 
ning spot announcements. The Sat- 
|urday Evening Post, which had half- 
pages scheduled for two of the local 
a.m. papers, turned the entire ap- 
propriation ($900) over to WOR. The 
Paramount theatre, Broadway big- 








seater, put in an order for all an- 
| nouncement spots that WOR could 
| clear. 


WMCA obtained a large order from 
(Continued on page 28) 
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Benny Likely to Be Ist Top Radio 
Comic to Tour AEF Camps, Starting 


Jan. 1; Sponsors 





School for Comics 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Blue network has its cap set 
for comics and will develop its 
own, if necessary, by putting 
them through a school. That’s 
how Ed Kobak, executive v.p. of 
the chain, feels about it and he’s 
going to do something about it. 

Biggest reservoir of latent 
talent is in the army, Kobak al- 
lows, and a line will be had on 
them so that when it’s over 
they'll be called in for the nec- 
essary polish job. 








LEVER DEAL FOR 
INFO? STILL 
UNCERTAIN 


Discussions between the B.B.D.&O. 
agency, acting for Bros., 
Dan Golenpaul the 
alignment of the ‘Information Please’ 


Lever and 


over future 


program with Vimms vitamins had 


up until 
failed to make any material progress. 
Quite a number of quirks have to be 
ironed out. Lucky Strikes winds up 
its connection with ‘Info’ on Feb. 5, 
and since the cig account has yet to 
act on its option, any sale to Lever 
would be premature. 

If the Lever deal jells, the program 
will be spotted on CBS, Wednesday, 
9:30-10 p.m., now occupied by ‘Mayor 
of Our Town’ (Lionel Barrymore), 
‘Town’ will then move to NBC, Thurs- 
day, 7:30-8 p.m. 


late yesterday (Tuesday) 
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Variety Office 


‘Show Business 


At War” 


. 37th ANNIVERSARY NUMBER 


To Be Published Late In December 


USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL 


Special Exploitation Advantages 


Reservations and Copy May Be Sent to Any 


CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph St. 


LONDON 
8 St. Martin’s Pl. 





Problems Unsolved 


+ 


Jack Benny, it is now indicated, 
will be the first of the name radio 
comedians to make a tour of the 
American service camps Great 
Britain with the start of the New 
Year. Benny has advised the chief 
of the special service of 
the Army, Col. Marvin Young, that 
he will be free to make the trans- 
atlantic trip after Christmas and the 
only snag to the crossing is trans- 
portation. Benny was told that fa- 
cilities would be available to him at 
the time, but there was doubt 
whether space could be obtained for 


in 


division 





TRL TT Phe Wrens hed Be Ore ee ” 


Plan that the Army has in mind 
for the Britain-touring comics in- 
volves a weekly broadcast over the 
domestic and shortwave channels of 
the British Broadcasting Co., in ad- 
dition to their making the rounds of 
the camps. The BBC has solved the 
question of scripts for these visit- 
ing comics by arranging to import, 
on its own payroll, Hal Block, who 
has at some time or another written 
material for most of them. Lieut. 
Howard Nussbaum, who is stationed 
in England at General Eisenhower's 


headquarters, would do the _ pro- 
ducing. 
As for. what the comics‘ regular 


sponsors will do for fill-in programs 
while the performers are abroad, the 
solutions under consideration are 
quite mixed. One plan suggested is 
that the comics who are at home ro- 
tate as guests in the absentee’s regu- 
lar commercial niche, but some 
sponsors have indicated that they 
would rather have a substitute show, 
which they themselves would build 
and hold the franchise on for the 
four or five weeks that their man is 
abroad. The Young & Rubicam 
agency, which handles the Benny 
stanza for General Foods, figures on 
arriving at a solution of the substi- 
tute situation by the end of this 
week, 


OLD GOLD MAY 
GO BAND FOR 
2D HALF-HR. 











Old Gold is scouting around, 
| through the J. Walter Thompson 
|agency, for a second half-hour pro- 
gram. Among the bands whose 
| managers have been approached are 
Sammy Kaye and Aivino key 
The cig account’s present net’ ork 
package is Nelson Eddy and Nadine 
Connor (CBS). 
Colwell Waxes Three 
Hollywood, Dec. 15 
Bob Colwell returns to N. Y. ove1 
the weekend with recordings of 
three programs he auditioned foi 
| submission to Old Gold, one of 
| which will supplement its current 
| Nelson Eddy musical entry. 
| Among the programs under con- 
| sideration are a variety show ‘with 


| an idea,’ a musical piece built around 


Gene Krupa, and a comedy show 
| featuring Johnny Mercer, Arthur Q. 
| Bryan and Freddie Slack’s orches- 
|tra with Ella Mae Morse. Colwell 
passes the week here to wrap up the 
Old Gold auditions. 





_Aute Parts Manufacturer 
Buys Station Chainbreaks 




















Sita ibe iE NEA WARMED on cor <A veh 2g mean 


— 


R. M. Hollinghead Corp., manu- 
facturer of auto products, buy- 
ing batches of station chainbreaks. 

James G. Lamb Co., of Philadel- 
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N.Y. Daily's Squawk Points Up Anew |. of Philly ACA Local {Station Not Liable for Slander—If 


Quits; Differed With 


Net's Cut-Rate Foreign Coverage!  ‘Avpeasement’ Policies’ — Careful About Speaker and Script 





— 











Philadelphia, Dec. 15. 
Edgar T. Darlington, master con- 


+ 
rw — | , 
Because the N. Y. Herald-Tribune | Lee, Dannay May Do trol engineer at WFIL, today (Tues- F.0.B. Detroit’ Resumes 


beefed, CBS no longer gives the! 


hame of Walter Kerr, its Moscow | Special Gov't Series day) resigned as Vieo-guenens Application of Axe to Axis 


j | the sricar mmunications As- 
correspondent, in sending out tele- the American Communications A 


types of his broadcasts. All such 
network handouts of Kerr's broad- 
casts credit them merely as by ‘CBS 
Moscow Correspondent.’ 

Incident arose when the N. Y. Post 
and other dailies printed summaries | 
or highlights of the Kerr newscasts, 











| sociation, broadcast district No. 1, ee 
fred g ‘ ay, | . . +a roit, c. . 
Manfred Lee and Fred Dannay, | over disagreement with the policies . Detroit 
| co-authors of ‘Ellery Queen,’ may| of the ACA leadership. In resigning,| Repeating its broadcasts of last 
| do a special series for the Govern-| Darlington said that he could not year on ‘How are we doing on war 
‘ment on the subject of security of | Temain in gr Fe iy 7 the production,’ WJR resumed its win- 
. . " easement attitudes of local col-; a ee 
war information. They conferred | ae _ . ter series of ‘F.O.B. Detroit’ Satur- 
over the weekend with George | Darlington had been secretary | day (12) over the Columbia network. 
Zachary, radio production head Of treasurer of the local, which takes|The program, aimed at giving the 





rediting him by nz I T, | , | ; oo wate 
crediting him by name. The HT,| the Office of War Information, and | in all stations east of the Mississippi} axis ga headache directly from one of 
which pays Kerr’s salary and footed|a decision on the matter will be| River. unti ree months ago, when yo 

: a ms 4 ; : a, River, until three months ago, ‘the biggest arsenals of democracy, 
the expense of sending him to} made in a few days. he stepped into the vice-presidency | : : he C 
Russia, objected to other papers| Zachary formerly directed the! following the resignation of L. E.|80eS out via 96 stations of the Co- 


cashing in on his work. Of course | ‘Ellery Queen’ program and, in addi-| Littlejohn. The latter had resigned |lumbia network and is short-waved | 


Kerr still uses his name over the air.| tion to his Government duties, still| when he became chief engineer at/ to Hitler, Musso and Tojo. 


Occurrence revived again the en-| directs the Andre Kostelanetz show) WFIL. First program used an augmented | 
tire matter of the networks paying | Sunday afternoons on CBS for Coca-/ Although Darlington would not! orchestra of 22 pieces, with Edgar A. 


‘ 


@ comparatively small sum _ for] Cola. elaborate on his appeasement’ | Guest, Detroit Free Press poet, act- 
foreign coverage by the correspon- | charges, it is known that he felt that|ing as narrator. Prominent national 
dents for press services and papers. | the union had been too pro-manage-| figures and industrialists will be used 
In all such cases the publishers have! hire the same men for radio cover-| ment in dealings with the stations.|each week to tell the story directly 
paid large amounts for travel, office | ( 

upkeep and living costs, while the! the fact that its men do not take be headed by Carroll C. Roder, of} mighty production which now is out- 
networks, for a small additional sum,! such regular outside assignments. i KYW, present secretary-treasurer. matching that of the Axis. 


| 
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From MUTUAL to all who found 





Mutual! sa And all of you who, we forecast, 






The practice profitably sound 






To use this network in the past, 






Will find in 1943 






An even stronger web are we! 
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age. The N. Y. Times is notable for | Pending new elections, the union will|from the big war plants here of the | 











WMCA, N. Y., last week won an 
important point in a slander suit 
growing out of a political broadcast. 
Justice Isador Wasservogel, in the 
N. Y. supreme court, declared that a 
station could not be held liable for 
the extemporaneous defamatory re- 
marks of a speaker, so long as the 
station’s management has exercised 
‘due care in the selection of the 
lessee of its facilities and in the in- 
spection of the script.’ This finding 
was included in an order dismiss- 
ing the efforts of the plaintiff, Dr. 
Emanuel M. Josephson, to have the 
defenses offered by WMCA thrown 


} out of court. 


The event that led to the suit oc- 
curred during the N. Y. mayoralty 
campaign of 1941. Mayor Fiorello 


| LaGuardia, in a speech at Madi- 


son Square Garden, which was 
broadcast by WMCA per rate card, 
assailed Dr. Josephson’s reputation 
as an officeholder. Dr. Josephson, 
who was campaigning at the time 
for the Democratic candidacy for 
mayor, had at one time been a 


| salaried member of the N. Y. Board 
| of Health. 


‘The,.*out.n sand 4Afth .cefenses,’ 
wrote Justice Va: rvogel, ‘plead 
qualified privileges under section 
315 of the Federal Communications 
Act. This section prohibits dis- 
crimination among qualified candi- 
dates for public office in the use 
of the facilities of a radio station 
and denies a right of censorship to 
the radio station. The person who 
uttered the defamatory matter was 
uch a candidate. Since this statute 
creates certain obligations and limi- 
tations, it is proper that the owner 
of the radio station be given cor- 
responding qualified privileges 
against liabilities for statemenis 


| which it has no power to control.’ 


Depositions Uncover 
More Angles in Suit 
Against Sale of WOW 


Omaha, Dec. 15. 

Question of the sale of station 
WOW flared up again over the week- 
end. John Gillin, station manager, 
testifying for deposition, said that 
Guy C. Myers, N. Y. financier, who 
negotiates sale of private power com- 
panies to Consumers Public Power 
District, has more money invested in 
WOW, Inc., the new proposed owner 
or lessee, than any other individual 
Aliso, Henry Doorly, publisher of the 
Omaha World-Herald, said that D 
Emmett Bradshaw's statement that 
he had this year turned down an of- 
fer to sell WOW to a group which 
controls the World-xdlerald, was a 
misstatement, as the World-Herald 
had not at any time recently made 
any offer or authorized any offer to 
buy WOW. 

The World-Herald did offer to buy 
WOW three or four years ago, it was 
added, and Bradshaw said the asking 
price was $1,000,000. The World- 
Herald, it was stated, has not been 
interested since. Bradshaw is presi- 
dent of the Woodmen of the World 
Life Insurance society, which owns 


{and operates WOW. 


When he made the statement he 
was testifying by deposition in a suit 
brought by a Woodmen member, Dr. 
Homer Johnson, of Lincoln, Neb., 
who seeks to stop the society fron 
selling the station to a group headed 
by John Gillin. 

Dr. Johnson, in his suit, says that 
the proposed rental is too low, that 
the new corporation is ‘dominated 
and controlled by men’ who want the 
Nebraska Power Co, sold to Consum- 
ers, and that the station would be 
used for ‘propaganda’ favoring the 
Sale. 


Sianley Quinn Now 
MBS’ Aussie Reporter 


Stanley J. Quinn, formerly Au- 
Stralian radio representative of the 
J. Walter Thompson agency, has re- 
signed to become Mutual corre- 
spondent and newscaster in Au- 
Stralia. He succeeds Frank Cuhel, 
who is to be transferred to another 
war zone, 

Before going to’ Australia in 1940, 
Quinn was.in .Thompson agency's 
New York office. 
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WI's Plan to Co-Ordinate All Gov't 
And Charity Plugs Going on Nat] 
Basis Jan. 4 


Dec 


has 


form of one-minute transcrip- 
Present plan is to limit na- 


ents to 


Philadelphia, 15. {in the 
The Philadelphia area been | tions 
used as a proving ground for the |} tional 
Office of War Information’s plan to | total, 
co-ordinate the airing of all Govern- | indie stations and 12 for 

ment announcements. The plan is | affiliated stations 
skedded to go on a nationwide basis The 
starting Jan. 4 Government 
Under this system, which has 
been quietly tried on Philly’s nine 
stations since the first of the month, 
all war agency announcements are 
standardized and cleared through the 
OWI, thus eliminating overlapping 
and insuring that the message 
across in competent fashion. 


announcem 7 
with a limit of 16 per day for 
network or 


include 
including 


announcements will 
information, 

vices; the OPA, the War Manpower 
Comm the Office of Defense 
Transportation and = similar. war 
agencies: civilian defense committees, 
scrap drives, food conservation and 
is pul| the like. In addition, all charity 
campaigns must clear their messages 


ISS1ON, 








Executives of Philly stations are | through OWI. 
enthusiastic about the new system, This precludes the demands of in- 
which is under the direction of Dr. | dividual charitable organizations for 
Leon Levy radio consultant for the | free time. once the bane of a pro- 
Philadelphia region’s OWI and prexy | gram directors’ existance. 
of WCAU. The use of these an- } 
nouncements, either in the form of | 








has been held up in its completion 
of a new transmitter 
Until it’s completed, WIBG will 
continue broadcasting at 1,000 watts, 
All Government announcements | part time Under its new power 
are handled through either the na- | the station will be on fulltime. Of- 
tional or regional OWI office. If the | ficials of the station expect the new 


the OWI so that <1l will be in readi- 

ness for the nationwide OWlI-radio 

tieup after the first of the year. 
This is how the new plan works: 


After Philly Testing «°° 


5°) of the | 


Raymer Gets WTAG On 


ester, Na tur! 


WTAG, Wor 


» its 
national sale Jape entation oveli IN 
The sta- 
1 CBS hasic 


Paul Raymer office 
NBC, becomes ¢ 
943 
Pet gned the WTAG 


due to the circun 


tance that John Shepard, 3d, has 
oved his WAAB from Boston to 
Worceste Petry has agented na- 


tional spot for 
for the past eight years. 


ARBITERS GET 


announcements from the armed ser- | 


AFRA, B-S-H 
DISPUTE 


Dispute between the American 
Federation of Radio Artists and the 
Chicago office of Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert is to be settled by an arbi- | 





| World’ and ‘Lone Journey, Former 
{is produced in New York by Trans- 
|american and is heard on NBC for 
| General Mills. ‘Journey’ is produced 


|}in Chicago by John Gibbs and Is 
heard on a slip NBC network for 
Procter & Gamble. In neither case 


; ; | : 1 j the yy ict Yn Pee invol Te | 
announcement has a national inter-|transmitter and other equipment | }§ e production office involved in 
est, recordings are sent to the station | finished shortly after the first of the | the dispute 

hi ord e nf + > serial > made 
from Washington. Most of them are ' year. Recordings of the serials are ide 








— 





Still selling 
strong at 











All over Southern California people listen to Bob Andersen’s 
11 p.m. news. But more important, all over Southern California 
are dealers who profit next morning from his salesmanship. 
For the sales success of the KNX 11 p.m. news has been re- 
markable among the walk-in-and-pay-cash types of business, 
to whom this program is available on a participating basis. 
It's a way for you to tell your story to Southern California’s 
vide-awake buyers through an established, proved, Columbia- 
produced news program for 





practically pin-money prices. 
Available spots are limited. 
Get full details quickly from 
the nearest Radio Sales office. 


RESULTS LIKE THIS: 
*% A men’s clothier has used the 
KNX 11 p.m. news continu- 
ously for 82 weeks. % A candy 
maker has used it continuously 
for 58 weeks, a motion picture 
theater 30 weeks. & A magazine 
agent got orders for 6% of his 
sales price. %& A specialty shop 
sold step-ins and stockings, re- 
newed time after time while 
stocks lasted. % A motor car 
dealer sold used cars, renewed 
three tumes. 














COLUMBIA’S STATION FOR ALL SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA! 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System + Represented by 


Radio Sales with offices in New York, Chicago, St. Louis, Charlotte, San Francisco 


| from dress rehearsals, which are not 
' 


specifically covered in the AFRA 
}commercial code. The union claim 
! such levice is a prior recording, for 
which the code specifices that a set 
jee mu De paid. B-S-H argues that 
|} it is the same as an off-the-line re- 
| cording. for which no extra fee i 
require the present circum- 
stance A t $6,000 1 yived in 








9 ‘Strike Mopup 











———— (ontinued from page =z! 
Loews t atre chain for announce 
ments al also did much spotting 
for Broadway legit show In ad 
teé r ) ( { 

| € ) V ba ont 
| € fir he RKO and 
I + 1 S pert 
€ Ol whic A € 
| iC gp tne tion's regular 
| PY ; WNEV 
( ( ite€ pa ition 

( Zeke Miz ! hillbilly ow to 
Radio City Musie Hall WABC, 
ICBS ke WJZ, the Blue Net- 
|work’s local originator, also took 
some of the business offered by the 


theatre operators 


With radio suddenly becoming the 


only source of news for between 
7.500.000 and 8.000.000 persons, the 
N. Y. stations acted quickly to meet 
the need. WOR added several news 
periods through the day and night 
One of these, 11:15-11:30 p.m., was 
exclusively local i content The 
first five minutes was devoted to 
spot news and the remaining 10 min- 
utes to quoting from the commenta- 
tor columns that failed to get to their 


readers that day. WMCA expanded 
it N. Y. Times broadcast 
from three to five minutes: WNEW 
lextended its hourly program of 
Daily News bulletins from five min- 
utes to 15 minutes, while WINS 
worked out a special group of news- 
|Casts In cooperation with the Mirror 
/and the Journal. WQXR allocated 
s€veral extra news periods to the 
World-Telegram. WOR also had its 
‘Uncle Don,’ in his regular 6-6:30 
p.m. period read the comic strips 
from the dailies. 


s hourly 


Bailey with Pearson 
Chicago, Dec. 15. 
Bailey, former Chicago 
manager for Spot Sales, 
Inc., has joined the local office’ of 
John E. Pearson Co., where he will 
be associated in the representation 


W. K. ‘Bill’ 
territory 





of midwestern stations. 
| Prior to joining Spot Sales, Inc., he 
€ tation management field, 


th KOIL, Omaha 


all Shepard properties 


Rebound From ne 


eos 


From the Production Centres 
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DISCUSSING Lunch that 
new head p.a.—Lever 
‘Information, Please’ as soon as 
(Lucky Strike) lets go—Advertisers’ 
grams while their comics are ii 
biz on N. Y. stations 





ont 


*eeee 


NEW YORK 
Tue Rapio TRADE !s 
tossing for Columbia's 





NBC's press chief is 
Bros.’ willingness to 
George Washington Hill 
quandary on pinchhitting pro- 

Great Britain—Flood of spot 
newspaper strike, 


acquire 


name 


resulting from 


will do a repeat date on the Camel ‘Caravan’ (CBS) 
Friday (18)....Tums has picked up the option on Horace Heidt (NBC) 
{for another 13 weeks....Mort Bassett, of Morse International agency, is 
up for induction in the Army in January. 

John Gibbs to Chicago last week for agency confabs on his ‘Lone Jour- 
ney’ show for Procter & Gamble....Helen Coule an added starter in the 
cast of Fritz Blocki’s ‘Audition Preview’ premiere tomorrow night (Thurs- 
day) on WJZ-Blue .Shift of time of the rebroadcast forced Leslie Woods 
to drop a lead part on the ‘Kitty Foyle’ serial, due to a conflict with 
‘Bright Horizon,’ on which she plays the lead. She's also a regular on the 
‘Joyce Jordan’ series....The town’s radio actresses, figuring on Solomon's 
1,000 wives, were licking their chops in anticipation of plenty of femme 


Jimmy Durante 


parts, now that ‘Light of the World’ has reached that part of the Bible 
|story. But authoresses Kay and Adele Seymour, adaptors of the serial, 
| blitzed all hopes by keeping the wives out of the script. However, Solo- 
| mon is written as a potent glamour boy. 

| The Charioteers renewed for another semester on the Crosby-Kraft 
show....Jack Hoins, of the CBS press department, who, as ‘Pop, the Air 
Raid Warden,’ has been writing the ‘CBS Mail Bag’ letter to ex-networkers 
in the service, now also writing the ‘Radio Roll Call’ of Columbia shows 


| which is sent out weekly to service publications in the Army and Navy 


;camps and bases....Scripter Ann Barley, now with the War Department, 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Dick Mack, who produces the Sealtest 
20th-Fox was really in earnest about banning 
stars on NBC and the Blue network due to 
Gene Tierney cigar smoking incident. He went 


wanted to find out if 

guest appearances by its 
the recent Jimmie Fidler- 
and booked Regi- 


program, 


ahead 


nald Gardiner for a guest spot, then turned his scripters loose on a routine 
for the actor. It wasn’t long before Mack found out what he wanted to 
know P. S. Gardiner won't be on Sealtest program Thursday (17) 

Bob Hope treking coastward after being east fe week The guessing is 


going on around identity of the captain who 


Columbia Square as to the 


dressed down an old pal of | at the station (a private) for greeting him 
vith ‘Hi, pal.’ Officer told off his old buddy about the respect his title 
ymmanded and if it happened again he would be reported to his outfit 
Lud Gluskin, who was in line for a Navy commission, accepted the 
music assignment on the two Orson Welles programs on CBS. He figures 
that with the 38-year limit on military service (he’s in his early 40° 
there’ ttle chance of being called into active service right away. He 
akes over the baton on the Welles shows from Bernard Hermann, who 
returns east for a staff job with CBS....Edgar Kobak hiked back east 
fter checking up on the Coast with Don Gilman, Blue network headman 


here....Shirley Dinsdale’s ventriloquism was crowded off Eddie Cantor's 


program by too many other elements and too little time to develop the 
pot She’ll be used occasionally as a guester....Bill Henry renewed as 
! entator on NBC | Dentyne....Jack Richardson heading NBC's re- 
ding division, now that Bob Scheut s in ¢raining for his Navy com- 
n ion at Phoenix, Ariz* I ene Le Pique now at the NBC console. 


IN CHICAGO... 


WLS will again sponsor the Christmas Neighbors Club, an annual holi- 
chari project aimed to fu 1 equipment t hildren’s hospitals, 
iG and ee the eighth consecutive 
year....Herbie Mintz, o has been conducting a memory chatter and 
pia ) program over WBB\M, is being sponsored until Jan. 1 by the Emmco 
Insurance Co., ef South Bend, on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 
10:30 p CWT....Early Maxwell, WMC, Memphis, sports commentator, 
i Mrs. Maxwell, WMC songstress, were Chicago visitors last week 
Margie Pesche WGN pre department, will wed Bert Wessels, of the 
Coast Guard, Dec. 19....Reinhold Schmidt, basso profundo on the Carna- 
t program, will sing the role of Peter in ‘Hansel and Gretel presented 
xy the Chicago City Opera company on Dec. 19 .The National Barn 
Dance program on Dec. 26 will not be open for the public, but just for 
WLS staff members and their families as a Christmas party....°*The 
Deacon,’ Howard Hoftman’s program of home-spun philosophy, has been 


renewed on WGN for 13 weeks through Roche, Williams & Cynnyngham 

Pete Tafflinger has replaced Al Rice with the Maple City Four. Rice 
is in the Army....The Carnation Dec. 21 broadcast will mark the eighth 
annual children’s Christmas party 
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e.t.s supplied by the OWI scripts T a tration hearing Friday (18) in New in New York last weekend....Gordon Auchincloss has learned to steer 
read by station gabbers, is entirely | W IBG, Philly, Into New York. American Arbitration Assn. | his car with his knees, so he can tie his necktie while he drives from his 
voluntary amd outlets are free to Bldg., but Still Part Time panel consists of Herman A. Gray,| Wilton (Conn.) home to the train in the mornings....Gerda Michael, co- 
either use or reject any announce- aa professor of law at New York Uni-|authoress of ‘Against the Storm,’ knocked over by a cold last week.... 
A Me eae stan wt OP BP Wag GRRE ZR EOL . Se i 2p “ste nae im AI ek ean espe ERR IRE AF SOMERS TED Ae TO MBE 8 
tirely at their convenience. | WiBG moves tomorrow (Wed.)| and a third to be appointed. Gray | cause of a digestive‘ailment....On his ‘Truth or Consequences’ show Sat- 
Dr. Levy said the experiment has | "0m its studios in suburban Glen- | js AFRA’s selection, Tompkins is the urday night (12) Ralph Edwards had a woman contestant give a 30- 
proved successful here and would | side to its new headquarters in the | B-S-H appointee and the third will) second spiel for War Bond purchases. Before the show was over a total 
probably be tried in other Pennsyl-| heart of town. The station last | be the ‘impartial’ arbiter chosen by | of $407,000 in sales had been made by stations on his chain. Woman was 
vania outlets starting next week. | Year was granted an increase in | the AAA. given a trip to Fort Logan, Colo., to see her soldier son, a new outfit, and 
Regional setups are being organized | Power from 1,000 to 10,000 watts, | Issue at stake involves recordings /a phone call anywhere she chose. 
in other sections of the country by | but because of priority difficulties | of two B-S-H serials, ‘Light of the cee 





Wednesday, December 16, 


1942 


VARIETY 


RADIO 29 








BOOSTING MEN 
UP FROM RANK 


Not Weaning Away Pro- 
ducers, Writers, Etc., 
From Other Agencies, De- 
spite Loss of Manpower 
to Army, Navy and Other 
Government Services— 
Voluntary Attitude of 
Fairness 


HIDDEN TALENT 


Advertising agencies with large 
radio departments have refrained 
from resorting to raids on other 


7 PE AS i RON ID IPE OT | 


et 





plenishing the loss of manpower to 


the armed forces or Government 
agencies, These agencies have 
adopted the attitude, entirely volun- 
tary, that since everybody has the 
same problems it would be unfair 
for any one of them to wean away 
producers, writers, etc., with offers 
of larger salaries or better posts. 
What such agencies propose to do 
is to develop and promote men with- 
in their own organizations, rather 
than bring in newcomers and shoot 
them over the heads of staffmen and 
executives who have been on the 
job for years. One agency official 
remarked last week that through this 
very device of giving the breaks to 
present personnel his organization 


may unearth noteworthy talent. The 
business, as he put it, has ‘become 
cluttered up with too many stop- 


watch holders anyway, and it is quite 
possible that the digging down into 


the ranks may turn out to be a 
healthy thing.’ 
Loss of manpower may make it 


mandatory for some agencies to re- 
organize the general structure of 
their radio departments, such as 
eliminating supervisory producers 
and investing a greater degree of 
authority and responsibility in the 
individual directors, 


Indie Stations 
Complain OWI 


Favors Webs 


Some N. Y. 
are 


Indie station operators 


considerably perturbed over 
what they claim to be the OWI 
radio department's neglect of local 
radio problems. Complaints to the 
OWI regional director have been 
forwarded to Washington 
Station men claim they have a 


definite job to do in emphasizing 
the local angles of the OWI’s mes- 


sages, yet they are continually ig- 
nored. One example of such over- 
Sight is the recent awarding of an 


‘E’ banner to a Queens mailman who 
Was producing a war sub-contract 
at home in his spare time. The War 
Production Board wanted the pre- 
sentation ballyed and asked OWI to 
clear radio time. First thing the 
Indie stations knew about the stunt 
Was a call they got from the WPB 
on the day of the award. Seems 
OWI had contacted the networks 
and ignored the local outlets. 

Additionally, claim the local sta- 
tion execs, they have several times 
submitted program ideas which were 
nixed and some time later appeared 
on network outlets. 





Joe Morin, of piano team of Bea 
and Joe Morin on station KTSA, 
San Antonio, was inducted by the 
Army. Morin made the 14th mem- 
ber of. the KTSA staff to be called 


+ 


into service. 





AD AGENCIES NOT RAID 








| EX-MAYOR OF KEOKUK 


NOW A RADIO GABBER 


Des Moines, 

John R. Irwin, former 
the Iowa House 
has been added to the 


Dec. 15. 

peaker of 
of Representatives, 
news staff of 


KSO-KRNT. 

He was five times a member of 
the Iowa legislature and forme: 
mayor of Keokuk. 





Dell Peters Leaves MCA 


Dell Peters, of the Music Corp. of 
America radio department, has re- 
signed and leaves the agency in about 





How Wars Differ 


Bayuk Cigar has renewed its 
Cal TF 


inney series, three quarter- 


hours weekly, on Mutual, after 
finding that the upping of the 
brand’s price from a nickel] to 6c. 


hadn't affected sales in the least. 

A similar boost in World War 
I caused quite a decline in the 
turnover. 


cigar’s 








a week. Future plans are unsettled, 
but he is considering a proposition 


to join the radio department of an 
ad agency. 

Before going over to MCA with the 
latter’s purchase of Columbia Artists 
Service, Peters was in radio 11 years 
as announcer, production man, etc. 


NBC’s Press Head, John 





Something virtually unheard of in 


| radio press agentry will take place 
soon when John McKay, publicity 
| director of NBC, will give a lunch- 
;eon for George Crandall, recently- 
|appointed press head of CBS. Time 
and place of the feed isn't set, but 
McKay will issue the invites in a 
|} day or two. 

The powwow will be strictly in- 
formal, with McKay inviting only 
the local network and station men 
he knows personally. They 





Something New in Radio 


McKay, Giving Luncheon 


for CBS’ New Department Chief 


Earl Mullin, of the Blue; Dick Pack, 
of Mutual; Lester Gottlieb, WOR: 
Leon Goldstein, WMCA, and Jack 
| Banner, WNEW. 

McKay and Crandall have been 
friends for some years 


Peterson Kurtzer is returning to 
the Chicago office of Spot Sales, Inc., 
following his honorabie harge 
from the Army because of minor eye 


dise 





include ! trouble. 















RPV MO oO TO 


FIRST AID FOR WARTIME ADVERTISERS 


COVER THE FATTEST MARKET > 


eae 


Even though your budget’s short, you can still make 
ends meet to cover the fattest market in the U. § 
Use WJZ's thrifty coverage of Greater New York. 
(WJZ recently pulled nearly 10,000 requests from 
four low-cost announcements on ‘The Woman of 


Tomorrow’’.) 


FINGERS ON PULSE ~ 


Keep your fingers on the pulse of what really counts 
in wartime advertising. WJZ advertising is up 37% 
for 1942. And there's a reason. For example, when 
WJZ and a competitor recently carried the same 
announcement 22 ahd 21 times respectively, WJZ 
pulled 20% better!" 
















by the WJZ‘ 





New York's 
Key Station of the BLUE NETWORK. 


< KEEP TRADE NAMES ALIVE 


Keep your trade name alive for the duration 
‘respiration’’ method. You're the 
one who'll be trickled. Because you'll keep thag 
name alive and kicking in the minds of Greater 
New York's millions at ower cost over WJZ, * 


+ KEEP MESSAGE WARM 


You'll find your advertising message getting 
hot with the help of WJZ's extra coverage.., 
$,336,253 radio homes in the Greater New 
York Market— 658,253 more than its closest 
eompetitor. It's the lowest eost coverage of 
the world’s greatest market! 
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‘HELLO, AMERICANS’ 
Cast: Orson Welles, Agnes Morehead, 
Bea Benadaret, Hans Conried, 
Norman Field, Eustace Wyatt, Lee 
Cleary, Ted Reid, John 
Byron Kane, Lou Merrill, Gerald 
Mohr. Joe Grandy. 


Sir Lancelot, Lud Gluskin orch. 


Writers: Norman’ Resten, Orson 
Welles 

Director: Orson Welles 

30 Mins. 


Sustaining 
Sunday, 8 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 


Partly on the strength of his last 
summer's trip through Latin Amer- | 
ica. but even more simply as a 


: 
broadcaster with an uncanny instinct | 


for showmanship, Orson Welles is 
airing ‘Hello, Americans,’ a Sunday 
night series attempting to bolster the 
Good Neighbor policy by telling peo- 
ple of the Americas about each other. 
Although the program is mainly for 
North Americans and about Latin 
Americans, the announcement that 
it’s also recorded for rebroadeast by 
shortwave and via domestic stations 
in South America isn’t really neces- 
sary. It’s a show that should help 
cement hemisphere relations if only 
because of its universal appeal. 
While the format of the program 
is fluid from week to week, the cur- 
rent broadcasts are vresenting what 
Welles the ARC’s of the Car- 
ibbean. That pattern gives him 
ample scope for hopping around the 
islands between the American con- 
tinents, offering a kind of sound-il- 
lustrated lecture on history, geog- 
raphy. economics, politics and mere 


aniic 


scenes by a versatile cast. 

Conceived by Welles and the Office 
of the Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs, and presented by the latter 
agency in association with CBS, 
‘Hello, Americans’ is excellent enter- 
tainment and fair education. Welles 
gives it an effortless theatrical flare, 
of course, but the writing and pro- 
duction are admirable throughout. 
It’s hardly a prospect for a lengthy 
series and not a bet for sponsorship. 
But it succeeds brilliantly as prop- 
aganda-showmanship. Hobe. 


¢ 

Rochester, N. ¥. — Homer Mliss, 
WHAM education program director 
and announcer, was inducted in the 
Signal Corps and sent to Camp 
Crowder, Mo. Newcomers to the 
WHAM staff are James Lawrence 
and Gordon Kester. 





Battle, | 


Joe Kearns, | 
Rex O'Malley, Raymond Lawrence, | 


JOHN B. KENNEDY 

News Comment 

10 Mins. 

BARBASOL 

Mon., Wed., Fri., 6 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Erwin, Wasey) 


John B. Kennedy, who's been on 
various networks and stations for 
| various sponsors and as a sustainer, 
lis now airing his vigorous feature 
| news and comment for Barbasol via 
a CBS hookup. As caught Monday 
| evening (14), his spiel was mostly 


familiar fact expressed in vivid word- 
age It with a 
|} shrewd ear for popular consumption, 
kind of chest-pounding 
| boastfulness about us big, tough 
| United Nations guys and a dripping 
scorn of Axis bullies. 

Except for a closing jibe at Roman 
jeagles, paraphrasing Poe’s ‘The 
| Raven,’ the broadcast was otherwise 
| chiefly notable for a mid-way com- 
mercial introduced by Kennedy with 
a yarn about how a Marine in a 
Guadalcanal trench told his buddy 
that they wouldn't be so rightly 
|called Leathernecks if they used 
Barbasol for shaving. If not intend- 
ed as satire of radio commercials, 
that might be regarded as opportun- 
izing the war. Hobe. 


was also written 


stressing a 


IT’S A SWELL NIGHT FOR A 
MURDER” 

Cast: Paul Phillips, Joe Groger, 
Rhoda Fixell, Bob Meredith, 
Thomas Nellow, Ginny Tate 

Writer-Director: Jeff Brooks 

15 Mins. 


human interest. Welles tells much ins 
of it on his own, with successive | Sustatning 

‘ douaberenst aug: tion. 2 nd auswss. or ri ay. ‘40 p.m. 
chestra and sons and mre zed vas, 2 = 


Best thing about ‘It’s a Swell Night 
for a Murder’ is the title. It’s an 
attempted thriller that generates 
only mild tension. As heard Friday 
night (11), the yarn was a lurid 
psychological twister about a three- 
armed man who hated women be- 
cause his mother, a sideshow freak, 
gave birth to him. He swore to kill 
all women freaks and had bumped 
off Julie, the half-man-half-woman 
and another dame called the crab- 
woman, when a flatfoot named Finn 
nabbed him. 

Atmosphere and_psychological- 
character stories need more than 15 
minutes for development. Whether 
author-director Jeff Brooks could do 
better with a half-hour is beside the 
point at the moment. He did rather 
tepidly with 15 minutes, though ob- 
viously limited some by inadequate 
production facilities and pote see. 


obe. 
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JAUK 


STARTING MY 6th 


WOR 


Edelbre 


Crawfore 


on my | 


Al Joison 
Vera Zorina 
Maureen O'Sullivan 
Phil Harris 
Milton Berle 
Eddie Davis 
(Leon and Eddie's) 
Harry Richman 
Ole Olsen 
George Jessel 
Joan Merrill 
Ethel Merman 
Martha Raye 
Alan Dinehart 
Mitzi Green 
Lucille Ball 
Desi Arnaz 
Jerry Cooper 
Artie Shaw 
Misha Auer 
Ray Bolger 
And to the hund 
Also thanks to CHARLE 
of the 
STARK and JERRY LAYTON 
thanks to BEN GROSS of the 
KENNY of the Daily Mirror 
said about me. 











Your Broadway and Hollywood Reporter 


(Remember You Heard It Here) 
ON THE AIR 
Friday, 7:30-8 p.m. 


WMCA America’s Leading Ind. Station 
Sunday 6 p.m. 


Thanks to following stars who have appeared 


ROY S. DURSTINE 


MERRY CHRISTMAS TO EVERYBODY 


BAGH | 


SPONSORED YEAR 


Mutual 


ow Beer 


1 Clothes 


yrograms 





Eila Logaa 

Ginger Harmon | 

Arthur Treacher | 

Ted Lewis 

Gertrude Niesen 

Robert Ripley 

Wynne Murray 

Benay Venuta 

Ed Sullivan 

Dorothy Kilgallen 

Dan Walker 

Simone Simone 

Belle Baker 

George Raft 

Frances Faye 

Jerry Colona 

Hazel Scott 

Harry James 

Arleen Whelan 

Joe E. Lewis 

Benny Fields 
reds of other stars. 
S FUREY and ROY GORDON 

AGENCY—and to WILBUR 

for the Crawford account. And 
N.Y. Daily News and to NICK 
for all the nice things they've 


fewess + - ee eanaaaaaaaad 


Follow-up Comment 
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Mergan plugged ‘Variety,’ at the 





'which panned the zany WOR comic 


| night 
! 

| min 
Maestro Joe Rines getting to be quite 


that 
| 


expense of another radio trade paper 


for his madcap, ribbing commercials 
Jerry Lawrence’s Wax Museum on 
WOR. which started as a post-mid- 
platter session, is a bright 15- 
interlude evenings now... 
a comic, the way he handles lines on 
Blue afternoon show five times 
a week at 3 p. m. Hi, Lo, Jack & 
Dame. with some nifty Pete King 
arrangements, the vocal clickos. 





Frank Tours, English maestro, 
made a pleasing debut Thursday 
night (9) as the leader of the Mere- 
dith Willson orch on the Maxwell 
House coffee show. The British ac- 
cent was beguiling, and Tours pro- 
vided a change of pace in the con- 
ventional formula. Willson, now in 
the armed forces, played a Casper 
Milquetoast and Frank Morgan satel- 
lite. Tours, on the other hand, as- 
sumes a slightly imperious attitude 
towards Morgan's whopping lies. 

‘To the President’ was an effective 
propaganda effort Sunday noon (13) 
on WJZ-Blue from the Coast. Based 
on an idea by Paul Franklin, it pre- 
sented Conrad Veidt giving a run- 
ning ‘translation’ of a Goebbels 
speech about certain Americans who 
have won the thanks of the Nazis by 
helping the New Order. Against this 
familiar but telling device there was 
a series of dramatized bits illustrat- 
ing the actions. the Nazi propaganda 
In. each instance 





chief wac citing. 

le Americans adactlon Or can 
transparently stupid or false, 
every one was all too realistic. 


Wao 


but 


Ann Shepherd turned in a glitter- | 
ing job Sunday (13) on the recorded | 
Treasury ‘Star Parade’ series, as 
heard on WLIB, New York. She por- 
trayed the Soviet girl sniper, Lt. Lud- 
milla Pavlachenko, who recently vis- 
ited the U. S., in dramatization of her 
letter to America. Part was a honey, | 
with unusual dramatic scope and a} 
potent finish. Miss Shepherd was ex- 
cellent throughout, revealing plenty 
of vitality for the strong scenes and 
proper intensity for the emotional 
passages. Bill Bachers’ direction was 
evident, as was David Broekman’s 
music. 





Lt. Burgess Meredith had a big spot 
Sunday (13) on the ‘Army Hour’ via 
WEAF-NBC, handling the on-the- 
spot description of anti-tank battle 
practice at Camp Hood, by remote 
pickup. Although apparently some- 
what out of practice at the mike, and 
not too used to fast ad-lib spieling, 
he made the account of ‘infiltration’ 
exercises, a mock village mop-up and 
a mobile artillery attack on a dummy 
tank force immediately believable 
for the listener. 


Leopeld Stokowski gave his custo- 
ary sheen of sensuous excitement 
| to the NBC Symphony’s performance 
Sunday afternoon (13) of the new 
Shostakovitch Seventh, particularly 
through his conducting of the lush 





string section and his handling of the 




















| 
| 


‘The 


composition’s titanic climax 


‘First Nighter,’ now heard on Mu- 


|} tual out of Chicago, but still airing | 
| for Campana, 


continues to offer a 
tawdry yarn wrapped up in a hokey 
| but atmospherically commercial 
package. Sunday’s chapter, tagged 
Arrow Points to Murder,’ was 
so typical of the quickie romantic- 
whodunit kind of program that it 
was virtually a satire. Presenting the 
program as a theatrical performance 
in three ‘acts’ provides two mid-in- 
termissions for commercial plugs. 
‘We, the People’ was a listenable 
show Sunday night (13) on CBS for 
Gulf Highlights were Harry Von 
Zell’s interview from the Coast with 
the American aviator who survived | 
(nis partner died) a tortuous trip in | 
a rubber boat without food or water 
after their plane was downed in the 





Pacific. Josephine Houston preemed 
|the ‘Drummer Boy’ song she had 
composed. Mme. Litvinoff. wife of | 


the Soviet ambassador, had a strong | 
| British accent (she’s English-born) in 
introducing a scene from the Theatre 
| Guild’s forthcoming play, ‘Russian 
| People.’ And Madeleine Carroll 
made a persuasive appearance in be- 
| half of her United Seamen's Service, 
| revealing a stronger and more at- 
| tractive personality as herself than 
when she appears as an actress. 
| Broadcast was an unusually strong 
| one for the series. y 





Peter Lorre and Ann Rutherford 
gave reasonable conviction to the 
leads in ‘Crime and Punishment’ on! 
the Philip Morris ‘Playhouse’ last | 
Friday night (11). However, the 
vehicle seemed stilted, possibly be- 
Cause of the Columbia picture yarn 
itself as much as the adaptation. 
Director Charles Martin's  self- 
presentation as impressario of the 
show remains a curious remnant of 
passe hokum. 


Harbor. 





Mary Ann Mereer’s spot Friday 
nights following ‘Plantation Party’ 
On NBC continues to be clicky 


‘THE ARMY SHOW’ 

With Jimmy Shields, Schuster & 
Wayne, Allen McFee. Raymonde 
Maranda, Russ Titus; Capt. Geoff- 
rey Waddington, Conductor, 

30 Mins. 

Sunday. 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CMB, CBF-CBC, Montreal 
Canada’s first official Army Show 

preemed Sunday (13) and scored 

high. Only important drawback is 
dearth of femme talent, and if a few 
more like Corporal Maranda of the 


C.W.A.C.’s can be added, the show 
will be well on its way to a very 
substantial success. 


At present, solo and chorus sing- 


ing and an orch that expertly 
handles marches, sweet and jive 
music make up 60% of the show. 


Russ Titus is an able m.c. who at- 
tractively showcases his samples, 
timing this broadcast at a stream- 
lined pace for the 30 minutes, Titus 
did his share of singing, too, In a 
pleasant baritone that blended nicely 
in a clever quartet. 

Jimmy Shields got star billing, air- 
ing a sweet, high tenor in ‘This Is 
Worth Fighting For, and supported 
by the chorus of Allen McFee, 
Johnny Wayne and Raymonde Mar- 
anda. 

Privates Schuster and Wayne lined 
out a_ fast-paced sketch along 
‘dumbbell’ lines contained plenty of 
laughs It introduced Corporal 
Maranda as a French girl whom the 
recruit is trying to date. She handles 
the part admirably, beth in the Eng- 
lish and French vernacular passages. 
Here is a talent that should be widely 
exploited in the future. 

Schuster and Wayne back again 
with a ‘Fuehrer’s Face’ skit. Another 
click, followed by a_ pretentious 
‘Father and Son’ Dieppe sketch that 
was monotonous and slumped the 


~ ~ 

‘Land of Liberty’ song, writien 
and composed by members of the 
cast and sung by the whole com- 
pany, snapped the program to a 
smash finish. Snow will be heard a 
few more Sundays from Montreal 
and then will tcur camps and train- 


ing centres. It is being broadcast 

across Canada and will be_ short- 

Waved Overseas Lane. 

‘MAJOR VY’ 

With John Alvin; music by Ollie 
Foersch 

Writer: Charles Gussman 

Director: Ernest Ricca 

Drama 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 


Sunday: 4:30 p.m. 
WWJ, Detroit 
Breaking in on the monotony of 
Sunday afternoon programs, this 
high adventure gets more than a 
semblance of reality out of the pro- 
test that ‘it is not based on actual 
fact... There are few youngsters in 
these parts, if not adults, who don’t 
feel that it an actual account of 
the underground muvement at work 


in Germany. It’s patriotic action 
stuff with a nic semblance of 
reality. 


While using the same key figure, 
Major V,’ an American at work in 
the European underground, each 
episode is a complete story of coun- 
ter-espionage at work. Last episode 


found the key figure and his Ger- 

man sympathizer kicking over a 

meeting Hitler had called to bolster 

the small fry Axis powers. The | 
Nazis bumped off a key Rumanian 

attache who might‘upset their plans 

and the hero and his European help- 

ers turned it to their ends. 

Episode got plenty fun and action 
out of dubbing American films of 


the battles of Midway and the Solo- 
mons into the Jap pictures of Pearl 
which were to be shown the 


Visifing small fry Axis delegates, 
and hit a top when Major V and 
his friend Felix got rigged up in 


Gestapo uniforms and called on the 
Japanese representatives to ‘censor’ 
their films. 

Stories utilize suspense to a fine 
degree and the deftness of writing, 
music and playing on program 
caught reflected the spirit with 
which the staffers go into this type 
of fictionized morale building with 
n fxea heme Pou 


Seven minutes is just about the right 
langtt fo th; hland f th} 
Bt i iil w:€nda Oo s0otning 


oldies 


one running into another | 
without announcement, and_ with| 
Dave Bacal’s Novachord adding | 
flavor. Stanza is an example of 


bright programming. 


Bill Corum, N. Y. Journal-Ameri- 
can sports columnist, has improved 
a trifle as between-rounds commen- 
tator for the Madison Square Gar- 
den fight broadcasts on Mutual, for 
Gillette. 
nice guy who'd be more at home be- 
hind a typewriter. His principal 
difficulty isn’t his occasional word- 
stumbling. Although that’s really bad 
when it happens on a commercial, 
the most experienced and smocthest 
boys do it at times. More revealing 


of his failure to orient himself to the | 


air is the way he tries to complete a 
whole sentence of his ad-lib stuff in 
a single breath, sometimes running 


a quick gasp. Don Dunphy’s han- 
dling of the Mauriello-Nova bout 
was satisfactory until the explosive 
finish, when the action became mud- 
dled to the listener for a few sec- 


onds, 


‘SKYLINE PATROL’ 

25 Mins. 

Thurs., 7:35 p.m. 
KABC-TSN, San Antonio 

The San Antonio Aviation Cadet 
Center, Uncle Sam's largest training 
post for pilots, bombardiers and navi- 
gators, is airing a series of broad- 
casts over station KABC from the 
Gunter hotel to the 16 stations of the 
Texas State Network. Program 
achieves its aim to keep the gradu- 
ates of the school informed of their 
alma mater, as well as to attract re- 
cruits to the cadet center. 

Show was smartly paced and well 
produced at this hearing, with the 
exception of several corny gags inter- 
spersed by the m.c., Pvt. Harold 
Rhoden. Rhoden otherwise did a 
nice job and showed a fairly nice 
voice and delivery. Colonel Michael 
F. Davis, who is commanding officer, 
spoke briefly on the purpose of the 
broadcasts. 

The cadet orchestra sounded like 
big-time and is under baton of Sgt. 
Dude Skiles, an orch leader in civil- 
ian life. Band was heard in good 
arrangements of ‘All of Me’ and 
‘Liza.’ Orchestra also introduced two 
original tunes written by Pvt. Bill 
Bunt, which may have some possi- 
bilities. First was ‘I'm Going Around 
in a Circle,’ and second, ‘Pedestrian’s 
Panic.’ 

Cadet Glee Club of 60 voices 
turned in a neat performance with 
two patriotic songs, and Cadet Ray 
Bates sang ‘Star Dust’ nicely. Vocalist 
of the evening was Cadet Danny 
Mills, who was okay with ‘White 
Cliffs.’ Andy. 


‘WHAT'S YOUR WAR JOB” 

Cast: Laurence Hammond, Milo 
Boulton, Woody Herman orch 

Writer-Director: Alton Alexander 


WJZ-Blue, New York 

The War Manpower Commission 
and the Blue network cooperate in 
| the presentation of this series, which 
aims to persuade listeners to take up 
war work and to inform them of 
employment conditions in their com- 
munities. Although the combination 
of a swing band and a documentary- 
exhortatory presentation seem _ in- 
congruous, the show has a number 
of effective moments and_ should 
carry a valuable message for those 
who hear it. However, ‘What's Your 
War Job?’ has tough competition 
from such stanzas as Fred Waring, 
NBC’s world news roundup, ‘Amos 
and Andy, Harry James orchestra 
and Fulton Lewis 

As heard last Wednesday (9), the 
program opened and closed with 
Woody Herman’s admittedly potent 
band, their complete offerings for 
the program including ‘Five By Five,’ 
‘Why Don't You Fall in Love With 
Me?’ ‘Miss Victory’ (composed and 
played for the occasion), and a cap- 
sule finale Milo Boulton, regular 
m.c. for ‘We, the People,’ told from 
New York of Mrs. Vera Muller, the 
lifebelt inspector whose lifebelt 
saved her sailor son in the Pacific. 
Then Mrs. Muller was remoted from 
Akron to urge all mothers of service 
men to ‘say your prayers at a war 
job, where they'll do the most good.’ 

Then Laurence Hammond, WMC 
radio director and supervisor of the 
| show, was picked up from Washing- 
| ton, where he interviewed Barbara 
Ann Clark, just chosen as ‘Miss Vic- 








tory’ in a Hearst promotion stunt 
Miss Clark and Ann Marsters, Chi- 
| cago American writer, told of Miss 
| Clark's perfection of an improved 


technique for machine gun manufac- 


| ture. Hammond and Miss Clark 
| were Okay on the mike, but Miss 
Marsters was out of her element. 
| Ted Collins originally did the re- 
| mote interview stint, but could not 
| continue, so Hammond is filling in 
' for the present 

There is a local cut-in on each 


station carrying the show for a clos- 
ing spiel about employment condi- 
tions in that area. Hobe. 


‘BROOKLYN COLLEGE ROUND- 
TABLE’ 

With Dr. Louis H. Mallory, Dr. Fred 
Maroney, Dr. Sally E. Kutz, Dr. 





But he still sounds like a} 


A. H. Maslow, Dr. Paul R. Orr 


| 15 Mins, 


Sustaining 
Sunday, 3:15 p.m, 
WLIB, New York 

As heard iast Sunday afternoon 
(13), the subject of the confab among 
the Brooklyn College savants was 


|‘How Can We Keep Physically and 


Mentally Fit in Wartime?’ Partic- 
ipating were Dr. Louis H. Mallory, 
as moderator, and four members of 


ithe college faculty. 


Probably it was of some educa- 
tional value to any dialers hardy 
enough to concentrate on it, and 
naturally it must have been inter- 
esting to fellow-faculty members at 
Brooklyn College. But except for 
the final few moments of ad-lib pa- 
laver, the majority of the program. 
consisting of straightaway papers 
given a typically pedagogical read- 
ing, was acceptable only because it 
Hobe. 





. . | Just after getting seacick. 
out of wind and having to pause for | 














I Mentioned Shickelgruber 

That is how his 
name happened to come up. JAMES MADISON, 
prolific writer for radio, sereen and stage. 
What, you haven't sent one dollar yet for my 
new GAG SHEET! Well, § am = surprised. 
P.O. Box 124, Grand Central Annex, New York 
(Watch for a new gag every week) 

















25 MAPSE 
“te - le teeianliy conned ic NPE MERI EE SARE AI NS OM 





Wednesday, December 16, 


1942 


VARIETY 


RADIO 31 





Too Jittery About Spot Biz 





The time-buying heads of major agencies think that station reps are 
getting unnecessarily jittery over the relative quiet which has pre- 
vailed in the national spot field for the past several weeks. 
agency men agree that spot business is slated for a slump the early 
part of 1943, but they are of the opinion that it won't be anything as 
precipitous as some reps are beginning to anticipate. 

National spot, the buyers point out, is now going through its biggest 
year in history and it would be amiss for the industry to gauge the 
wartime outlook by the 1942 graph. 
a supplementary force used by a national advertiser for direct sell- 
ing, and they predict that, as goods become scarcer, the tendency in 
that quarter will be to retain networks for primarily institutional pur- 
poses and taper off spot participation. 

Also, as the changes in the civilian economy become more marked, 
the spot end of radio will find itself resolving from a seller’s market 


into a buyer’s market. 


The 


The agency men describe spot as 








Wheeler Scores FCC 
For Sending a ‘Novice’ 
Before His Senate Group 


Washington,, Dec. 15. 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion received a tongue-lashing from 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler, chair- 
man of the senate interstate com- 
merce committee, for sending as its 
representative before the commit- 





ten last week an emoloyee ap- 
6 2.” a5 
With OG C44 ABC tee FG Veen Bhd ad wae 
ago. 
Senator Wheeler heatediy de- 


nounced the FCC, declaring that its 
actions showed that it ‘has no re- 
spect’ for his committee. He added 
that he resented the ‘slight.’ 
Denunciation came when the 
committee opened hearings Wednes- 
day (9) on a bill which would au- 
thorize the Navy Department to 
suspend for the duration of the war 
certain provisions of the Federal 
Communications Act of 1934. As its 
spokesman, FCC sent before the 
committee Jeremiah Courtney. 


Commander F. D. Willenbucher, 
representing the Navy communica- 
tions division, told the committee 


that relatively few events have oc- 
curred thus far which would make 
the proposed legislation necessary. 
Senator Wallace White, of Maine, 
father of the 1934 communications 
act, remarked at the hearing that 
Federal agencies had no right to 
come to Congress and ask it for 
power to waive duly enacted laws. 











Falling Revenue 7 


aa Continued from page 24 


OWI 


messages. 











stations broadcast and other 


Government 
Fly Looks for Plan 
Chairman Fly told his press con- 
ference Monday (14) that he is hope- 
ful some sound plan can be worked 


out to aid the small broadcasting 
stations which have been hard hit 
financially because of decreased ad- 
vertising. 

‘We are beginning to wonder,’ he 


Stated, ‘if we can't stir up some ad- 
vertising for those stations. It seems 
to me to be the most wholesome way 
to handle it; much better than to 
have the Government move in and 
give some artificial stimulation and 
throw some additional burden on the 
stations.’ 

Chairman Fly said the FCC was 
making studies and holding confer- 
ences ityation of. the 
mall stations that may have trouble 


rad Ls 
regarding the. ; 


in staying on the ail The prob- 
lem is particularly serious, he said, 
in a number of smaller towns and 
cities served by local stations de- 
pendent on the business of the par- 
ticular community. 

About 175 stations operated in the 


red in 1941, the chairman said, point- 
ing out that a great majority of 
were in one-station towns, 
where the town is wholly dependent 
upon that station for local service 
and in some cases for primary ser- 
vice. 

Number of single-siation towns, 
he said, was 115. There are also, he 
pointed out, 103 stations in single- 
station towns that have virtually no 
earnings. 


those 





Spector Gets True Story 


The Raymond Spector agency has 
4. - 7 . . 
aken over the True Story mag ac- 
count from Arthur Kudner, Inc. 
Kudner had been using minute an- 
nouncements on around 90 
and 


] 
r 


stations, 
Specter will retain approxi 
the same list, but make 


uve-minute transc 
‘ 








riptions based on | 


na 


Professor on the News 





Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 15. 


Professor Dexter Perkins, head of 
the University of Rochester history 
department and city historian, will 
begin a series of news broadcasts 
over WHAM Dec. 20 at 5:15 p.m. The 
program will be sustaining. 

He will be the second local news 
commentator, the other being David 
Kessler, who has a morning spot on 
WHAM. All other news handled lo- 





BILL ADAMS AGAIN 
HEADS N.Y. AFRA LOCAL 


Bill Adams was re-elected last 
week as president of the New York 
local of the Armerican Federation of 
Radio Artists. Other officers elected 
at the same time were Walter Pres- 
ton, first vice-president; Ben Grauer, 
second v.p.; Betty Garde, third v.p.; 
Alex McKee, fourth v.p.; Ken 
Roberts, fifth v.p.; Anne Seymour, 
recording secretary, and Ned Wever, 
treasurer. All but Roberts were in- 





cumbents. George Heller is local 
executive-secretary, a non-elective 
office. 

AFRA’s national administration, 


headed by president Lawrence Tib- 
bett, is continuing in office another 
year, the election having been 
dropped when plans for the national 
convention were called off because 





cally is ‘off the wire.’ 


Alt 





of wer’*me travel restrictions. 
awe: 


en ¢ 





SEES COMMERCIAL DX AS MEANS 
TO BOOST POST-WAR ANZAC TRADE 


Radio Exec Says Time Is Ripe for Future Planning— 
No Trouble Finding Sponsors Once Governm =nt 


Gave Its Okay 





Sydney, Dec. 15. 

Disagreeing with W. Cleary, chair- 
man of the Non-Commercial Aus- 
tralian Broadcasting Commission, on 
shortwave broadcasting of advertised 
products, Cornwallis Paddison, vice- 
president of the Australian Federa- 
tion of Commercial Stations, has 
urged the government to establish 
an Aussie commercial DX setup as a 


medium to increase the post-war 
markets, 

Paddison’s proposal is in direct 
disagreement with that of Cleary, 
who stated that although America 
had a commercial broadcasting sys- 
tem, products were not advertised 
via shortwave. Paddison also pointed 
out that commercial DX had been 
adopted by American troops, and 
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that broadcasts were popular with 
U. S. forces here as well as with 
others, particularly programs such as 
Jack Benny, (General Foods), Bob 
Hope, (Pepsodent), etc. 


Contention of Paddison is that the 
time is ripe for Australia to pave the 
way for postwar markets. He said 
that America was doing this 
throughout the Pacific area and else- 
where. He cited that sponsors could 
easily be found by commercials, pro- 
vided the government granted DX 
permits. 


Paddison felt sure that Australian 
programs would be welcomed in the 
U. S. and it was time that respon- 
sible folks realized Australia must 
find outlets for merchandise. ‘He 
claimed that the DX buildup now 
was the sanest way to insure postwar 
expansion. 











Ald 


A PREVIEW OF THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE RADIO SURVEY EVER MADE * 


// 








for the second network. 


listen to most. 


most to NBC stations, as compared to 24% 


Or put still another way, NBC stations (as the 
survey showed) have a substantial lead in 
night-time listening over the stations of 

all other networks in every type of market. 


Or, to put it even more simply, NBC is today, 
more than ever, the network most people 


The largest survey of radio listening habits ever under- 
taken—NBC’s 1942 Nationwide Survey—has just 
turned up with the answer: 


In 324 of those 412 cities, NBC stations 
were listened to most at night, compared to 85 
for the second network. That's a lead of 
nearly 4 to 1! Or put another way, 52% of the 
radio families in those 412 cities listen 


There are 412 cities in the United States with a population 
of 25,000 or more. Nearly 50% of the nation's 
radio families live in them. What stations 
do they listen to most at night # 










cities. Watch for it. 


* One out of every 120 radio families 
in the United States told us what their 
listening habits were end what ste- 
tions were their favorites. The results 
of these surveys, which will give this 
information for every county ond 
every radio station in the country, 
will be published shortly. 


P , soon—The story of night time 
listening in the 412 25,000-and over 
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XEXJ, State Government Station In 


Mexico, As ssumes 


Mexico City. Dec. 15 
Radio station XEXJ (5.000 watts 
which has functioned for two years 


in Tuxtla 


souther! 


Gutierrez, capital of 
Chiapas, be ed | 
XEXJ hereto- 


state ol 


commercial recently | 
fore was conducted by the Chiapas j 
government as an educational and! 
official propaganda mouthpiece un-| 


der the management of Artemio| 
Lopez Martinez who is continuing 
with the commercialization of the} 
station 

XEXJ has joined the national web |} 


stations XEW anda} 
1 syndicate 


headed by local 


XFQ of the A; 


Carrag 


Canada 
Sask. 


—But In 
Dec. 15. 

improve radio enter- 
n northern Brit- 


2aA0 
veeina, 


Inat 


tainment for troops 


ve to 


ish Columbia and Alaska, the Can- 
adian Broadcasting Corp. will take 
over radio station CFPR, Prince 
Rupert, B. C. and operate it in con- 
junction with its national network. 

The move followed urgent Tre- 
ques‘s from Canadian and U. S. 


radio broadcasting in the 
area. 

CBC officials said it was likely a 
short wave transmitter would be in- 
stalled at Vancouver to deliver pro- 


grams to the Prince Rupert station 


programs 





pected to 


Commercial Salas 
TFC DELAYS PROBE INTO 





> BUFF. B. C. UNTIL JAN. 19 


Buff ilo. Dec. id. 
The Federal Communications 
Commission has postponed until 


ation of the Buf- 
Corp. scheduled to 


> Case 


Jan. 19 the investig 


falo Broadcasting 
Dec. 8 The 


start was 


‘Our 


first set} 


for Nov. 20. The FCC gave no rea- | 
sons for the two deferments 

The investigation is expected to 
deal primarily with the Sunday | 
stranglehold of the local Church 


on six hours of WKBW’s 
probe also is ex- 
corporation’s 


and WKBW. 


Tabernacle 
Sunday time, but 
touc} on 


of WGR 


dual ownership 


CBC Leases Station 


Montreal, Dec. 15. 

Board of Governors of the Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting Corp. announced 
last week the ieasing of the radio 
station at Prince Rupe rt, B. C. 
0 GAP PH ah Wri ‘ln BP sip ins Be 

radio facilities possible, eartcularts (oo 
for the benefit of the armed forces.’ 





where they will be rebroadcast. Sta-|jaire. new 





| 


‘Our Canada’ Series 


Montreal, Dec. 15. 

‘Our Canada.’ pretentious physical 
and pie tual delineation pr the Do- 
1inion, past, present and future, de- 
signed to give a ‘report to the na- 
a series of vivid kaleido- 

scope picture . is being carried by 
the Canadi: Broadcasting Corp. 
over a coast to coast network every 


night, 

J. Frank Willis is 
Canada’ and Mayor 
producer. Scripter is Gerald Nixon 
with Lorne Greene as narrator. Spe- 
cial music has been composed by 
John Weinzweig. It’s sustaining. 


CBC Governors 


| Sunday 
supervisor for 
Moore is 








’ | 
| 


Spike Politicians 
Canned Speeches 


sted | 


15. | 


| 


Ottawa, Dec. 
Politicians’ efforts to get around 
a of the Canadian Broadcasting | 


apr on airing speeches were spiked | 
Wh, ONG Pe oD ROS EY, | ‘ meet=t 


ing in Ottawa early last week (7-8). 
System of staggered airing of record- | 
ed speeches, tried by Block Pop u- | 
Quebec-originating party, | 


» . 9 
tion will operate from 12 to 16 hours | |was banned when board ruled that 


daily. 











Fulton Lewis, ir, 


LENPLOOES 


ANOTHER B 


Hats off 
Le Wis, j ¢ 


again 
Lewis jumped 





OMBSHELL! 





to scrapping, campaigning Fulton 


in and rescued America’s 


farmers when he found out they were sinking in the 


red _— of gasoline and tire allotments. 
his Nov 
of thi 


th; 


port tad A ill 
cast and as a result 
farmers from now on will 


and equipment they need. 


S$ story on 


Lewis re- 
Mutual broad- 
‘ollow up... 


ember seta 
is and his 


be given # the gas, tires 


Fulton Lewis, jr., was also the FIRST to expose the 


muddled rubber situation 
ing of the Price Control 


FIRST to predict com- 
Program ...A “Lewis” 


appeal brought in 4414 tons of keys for the Scrap 


program. Fulton Lewis, j 
them through to a finish! 


r., starts things and sees 


AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING NEWSCASTER 


Hop on this 


Lewis, 





ARUAILABLE (fh VOUR CITY! 
“Human 
jr., ts available for 
YOUR STATION ...at YOUR OWN ONE 
TIME QUARTER HOUR RATE PER WEEK. 
If you want more information, 
write WM. B. DoLtpH, WOL, WasuHincrTon, D. C. 


Bombshell”! Fulton 


sponsorship over 


wire, phone or 


ORIGINATING FROM WA) wasnincton, 0. c. 


(ffiliated with the MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 





}mitted which, 





| 
j 


itive party 


‘no programs or speeches will be per- | 
by means of mechani- 
cal reproduction, evade what a cor- 
poration ruling prohibits.’ 
Governors backed Dr. J. S. Thomp 
CBC g.m., in refusing Conserva- 
time on CBC stations to 
convention, but offered Con- | 
time to allow their new | 
to speak on the network yes- | 


son, 


plug its 
servatives 


leader 


terday (Monday) following his elec- | 
tion. 

Board has leased the new station | 
at Prince Rupert, B. C., and is push- | 


ing arrangements to provide greater 
facilities for sending programs to| 
men of the forces, particularly those 
in Alaska. Board also approved pen- | 


!and 


tion on 


| for 


Argentine Gov't Suspends License 
Of Pro-Democratic Station Operator 


,% 
4 





BRIT. NEWS PROGRAM 


GOES COMMERSH IN B.A. 


Dec. 8. 


Britanico,’ 


Aires, 
Informativo 


Buenos 

‘Servicio 
local news roundup based on mater- 
British Official Wireless 
and English sources, this week went 
SIAM, 


appliance 


ial from 


Argentine elec- 
handling 
has 


commercial. 


trical house 


American and British products, 


inked the broadcast rights for an 


| indefinite period. 


Service in Spanish will be 
LRI Radio 
White network 
LR4 Radio Splendid anc 
LR5 


henceforth from 
Blue 
over 
RADES chain at 12:30 and over 
Radio Excelsior at 5:15. 
Program consists of a 10-minute 
survey of the news with concentra- 
British war effort. Unusual 


and 


noon; 


for local broadcasts is fact that ad- 
to start and finish. 


vertisingis—kept 
without spot splugs in between each 
flash. Service was originally paid 
by local British Ministry of In- 
formation Office. 
Majority of local 
based on U. S. 


broadcasts 
with 


news 


are material, 


|UP and AP services holding a dom- 


inant position 


Lawrence Thor at CFCF, 
Succeeding Chris Ellis 


Montreal, Dec. 15. 

Succeeding Christopher Ellis on 
| the early morning news cast is Law- 
rence Thor over Canadian Marconi 
station CFCF. Broadcast is spon- 
sored by National Breweries Ltd. 
| (Black Horse Ale) six mornings a 
| week, 

CFCF reports extensions on cur- 
rent programs as follows: War 


sion plan for CBC employees, based | 
on contributory basis, to provide an- 
nuities for workers at the age of 65. 
Some details are still hanging fire, 
but most of the employees have 
agreed to the plan as it stands. 

CBC has also extension of 
plan to get news from the Canadian 
Press for aired bulletins. CP has 
provided news since CBC began air- | 
Two years ago CBC 
own news-gathering department, 
retained CP service. It now } 
s expanded CP coverage. 


asked 
opened | 


ing it 


'D’Arcy Branch Making ; 


Heavy Use of Mex Radio 


Mexico City, Dec. 15 
tadio ji bein used extensively 
in Mexico by D’Arcy agency via 
the organization of Publicidad 
D’Arcy, S. A., which has a building 


of its own, here. Mexican company 





is headed by E. A. Hallett. Jr., of 
D’Arcy’s home office in St. Louis 
| E. Sanchez, who served the firn 
jin Chicago and New York, and 
Carlos Riveroll del Prado. formerls 
CBS in the U. S., and until re 
y production manager of local | 
ation XEQ (50.000) watts). o} the | 
Azcarrraga syndicate | 
Mexican D’Arcy has some of thej 
bigge account in this land, it 
iding Coca-Cola and Monte: 
Bee! i-Cola is the largest sin- | 
gle-product radio advertiser in Mex- | 
0. D Arey conducting for it ar 
intensified campaign over XKEQ and 
its sister station XEW (150,000 





watts). here 
the half-hout 
weekly 
Dr. Alfonso 


These plugs comprise 

Coca-Cola concert. 
over XEW, featuring 
Ortiz Tirado, No. 1 
tenor and bone surgeton, singer, 
‘Melody Parade,’ 30 minutes, once 
weekly, at XEQ. featuring guest 
film stars doing dramatic sketches, 
and ‘Musical Types,’ six half-hours 
weekly. three on XEQ and three 
on XEW, a recorded series. 

D'Arcy is also plugging Monierey 
Beer with a half-hour weekly 
quiz on XEQ, featuring comic. Pan- 
seco, and Ravista’s orch 


once 





Can. Boost 
. Dec. 15. 


upved 


Station’s Power 
Alta 
Lethbri 


Lethbridge, 
fcl7X. 
from 100 to 1.000 
Stat mis owned 
H. R. 
man A, Botterill. 


ige. 


and operated by 


Carson, Ltd. Manager is Nor- 





heard | 
Mundo | 


at} cratic in tone 











Montevideo, Dec. 8. 


. 
Argentine Government's Postal au- 


thorities this week indefinitely sus- 
pended transmitting license of Al- 
berto P. Brouard, operator of Sta- 


tion LV3 Radio Cordoba of the City 
of Cordoba, Believed suspension is 
result of policy of Brouard's 
Uruguayan outlet LW7 Radio Car- 
melo. Argentine Government § ad- 
mitted officially that Cordoba sus- 
pension was due to use of terms 
disrespectful and injurious to the 
Government, but didn’t site them. 

Carmelo has for some time been 
carrying nightly broadcasts by a 
mysterious Colonel X, who's de- 
scribed as an European military ex- 
pert. Colonel has commented freely 
on war distincily pro-demo- 
So long as he con- 
fined himself to the European front, 
re was,apparently no objection 
| by Argentina, which maintains its 
policy of strict neutrality. Argen- 
tine Government, in fact, permitted 
some Buenos Aires dailies to carry 
ads describing the Colonel's pro- 
gram, resvlting in a jump in the 
Riber «al. usienerm frou aciss the... 
Rio de la Fiata. 

Switch of tone to a more critical 
attitude toward Argentine Govern- 
ment brought quick frowns of dis- 
approval from B. A., particularly 
cracks which referred to Axis espion- 


news, 





—omreree 


age activities following Boston 
speech of U. S. Under Secretary of 
State Sumner Welles. 

General comment here is. that 
while Brouard may lose his Argen- 
tine outlet (which did not carry 
Colonel) number of listeners to the 
Uruguyan transmitter should jump. 
Argentine listeners can easily tune 


practically all Urguayan stations on 
long wave. Power of several has re- 
cently been upped in order to fully 


blanket pampa territory. 


Pensions for CBC Staff 


Montreal, Dee. 15. 























scores Suzy our Steno. 
“WSAI's close rela- 
tions with the men 
who handle your 
product, a unique 
8 Point Merchandis- 
ing Service, a larger 
staff and fine technical 
facilities...are unsurpassed 
by any other Cincinnati 
station...and they're the 
three points that count in 
making your Cincinnati cam- 
paign a complete success. 


iT SELLS FASTER IF IT’S 






Finance Committee sponsored ‘They Board of Governors of the Ca- 
Tell Me’ 2:30-2:45 p.m., Monday nadian Broadcasting Corp. have ap- 
through Friday to middle of Febru- | Preved in principle the setting up 
ary. This is a ‘Talks to Housewives’ | Of a —— fund for members of the 
| program: with Clair Wallace taking | CBC staf 
the assignment. War Time Prices It's on a contributory basis, with 
and Trades Board sponsored ‘Sol-| the corporation and the staff making 
dier’s Wife,’ extended indefinitely, |eaual contributions to provide re- 
five days weekly, 12:30 to 12:45 p.m. tiring annuities at the age of 65. 
CFCF also has contracted Nox- ii ——. 
|zema Chemical for three spots daily, Oscar Aleman, swing guitarist, long 
| Mondays through Fridays, for 50] with Josephine Baker in Paris, now 
spot on Belgrano LR3 for Federal soap. 
— —_ CF 
4 . 
2 
4 <"” 





WSAI'S SALES AIDS 

. Street car and 
bus cords 

. Neon Signs 

. Display Cards 

. Newspaper Ads 
. Taxicab Covers 

. Downtown Win- 
dow Displays 

. House-organ 
"Meet the Spon- 
sor’ Broadcast 











“Let WSAI put its 
tested and proven 
program to work for 


you! We get results!’ 


WW SH Doereuen 


CINCINNATI’S OWN STATION 


NBC & BLUE NETWORKS ® 5,000 Watts Day and Night-®@ Represented by Spot Sales, Ine. 
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Gas Rationing Restricts Pitt Tooters, 
Cutting Off Lucrative Suburban Jobs 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. 


No out-of-town jobs at all for the 
holiday season are being accepted by 
Local 60 of musicians union on ac- 
count of the gas problem. Suburban 
dates have long been a source of 
heavy revenue for the music fra- 
ternity during Christmas and New 
Year’s, but any calls beyond the 
limits of Allegheny County are now 
being turned down flat. In addition, 
flock of local orchs booked months 
ago tor big party dates all over the 
district are cancelling right and left 
because of their inability to get extra 
rations. 

Although Local 60 has made an 
effort to land B cards at least under 
a blanket arrangement for its mem- 
bers, union so far has met with little 
success. Individual applications have 
been received with no consistency 
from the ration boards, some having 
granted B’s, while others flatly nix 
such requests. Men on steady jobs 
in many cases have been forced to 
take up temporary residence in 
rooms near their places of employ- 
ment inasmuch as the late hours the 
musicians generally work make use 


of public conveyances out of the 
question. 
Spot job situation is practically 


impossible, too, especially for drum- 
mers, bull-fiddlers and others with 
large instruments, since they can’t 
use the busses or trolleys because of 
recent overcrowding. As a result, 
spots where occasional dance music 
is used, generally on weekends, are 
getting flat refusals now on calls to 
the union. Although Local 60 has 
more than 250 members in the armed 
service, there are plenty of men left 
and unemployment 
situation as a result of the transpor- 
tation problem about which they can 
do nothing unless boards grow a 
little more lenient. 

Flock of members who work in de- 
plants by day and in orches- 
tras at night are also having their 
gas troubles, since rationers are 
tightening up on them, too, claiming 
they’re not using their extra gas 
strictly for war purposes. 


Ditto In Milwaukee. 
Milwaukee, Dec. 15. 
Stephen Swedish orch. which has 
been in demand throughout Wiscon- 
sin for several years, played a Sun- 


officers see an 


fense 





v 





Traveling Bands Return 


Minneapolis, Dec. 15. 

After a brief interruption due to 
cancellation of Jack LeMaire, Happy 
Hour here resumes its traveling 
band policy Dec. 23, when Fletcher 
Henderson comes in for a _ three- 
week return engagement. 

Following Henderson, Freddie 
Fisher’s ‘Schnickelfritz’ outfit comes 
back Jan. 20 for six weeks. Lanny 
McIntyre is spotted to follow, and 
then Tiny Hill. 


Gov't Gets Right 
To Carry AFM. 
Case to Sup. Ct. 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Jud e Form. Barnes, of the U. S. 
District Court here, who dismissed 
the Government's anti-trust suit 
against James C. Petrillo and his 
American Federation of Musicians 
two months ago, granted the Gov- 
ernment an appeal last week and the 
case will be routed directly to the 
U. S. Supreme Court and probably 
be heard sometime next spring. 
The petition of appeal, filed by 
Thurman Arnold, chief of the 
trust division of the Department of 
and J. Albert Woll, U. S 
Attorney, claimed that 











anti 
anti- 


Jusiice, 
District 


| Judge Barnes had erred in holding 


| 





day night date in Kenosha, then an- | 


nounced that all further out of town 
appearances were off for the dura- 
tion due to the transportation situ- 
ation. Band now finds itseif able to 
keep booked solid right here in the 
city, due to the fact that 
fewer visiting orchs., and 
to the fact that out of 1,400 members 
of Milwaukee musicians’ Local 8, 350 
are now in the nation’s armed forces. 

What few visiting bands do come 
here now are generally short of men 


also 


and rely upon the local union to 
supply fill-ins. In some cases this 
has not been possible, particularly 


In brasses, as there simply are no 


men to be had. 


SPITALNY GIRLS DRESS 
UP GOVT.’S ‘E’ AWARD 


Phil Spitalny and his all-girl or- 
] t by the 


thactY- — " 7 
Cnestra have been boug 


there are } 
due } 


| 
} 
| 
| 


Crompton & Knowles Loom Works, | 


Worcter, Mass., to entertain 
ployees while the Army and Navy 
decorates the company with 
award for its war production efforts. 


em- | 


an ‘E’ | 


Affair will be held at the Worcester | 


Auditorium tomorrow night (Thurs.). 

Transportation for Spitalny and his 
bevy of girls almost stymied the date. 
Band is drawing approximately $3,- 
500 for the job. 


Chester B’krupt, But 





Still Using His Assets 





Another meeting of Bob Chester's | 
been scheduled for | 


creditors has 
Jan. 13 in N. Y. An initial get-to- 
gether was conducted last Thurs- 
day (10), but since Chester is on the 
road with his band little could be 
a complished. Leader filed a pe- 
ution in bankruptcy last summer 
for approximately $60,000. 


° 2 | 
One of the items reviewed at the | 


meeting last week, and which Ches- 
‘er will be asked to answer, is why 
ne is using his two cars on the cur- 
ent tour. They are supposed to be 
n custody as part of his assets. 


with the defendant's contention that 
the case was essentially a labor dis- 
pute. Also claimed that Judge 
Barnes erred in his holding that the 
Petrillo ban on electrical transcrip- 
tions in broadcasts was merely a 
part of union effort to maintain a 
closed shop in the industry. Arnold 
argued that labor disputes were 
specifically excluded by various acts 
of Congress. 


‘This case,’ the petition said, ‘raises | 


issues of great importance since it 
involves a program of action by the 
union, which if permitted to con- 
tinue, ultimately will deprive the 
public of the means of recreation 
hitherto available at small cost and 
will deprive the nation in wartime of 
important radio communications.’ 


Wimbish Vs. Teagarden 
Complicated by Lawyer’s 








| 
Jack Teagarden and his former 
| manager, Paul Wimbish are battling 


Musicians’ trial board. Wimbish last 
June filed a complaint with the 
union claiming he holds a contract 
with Teagarden calling for 
weekly and a percentage of the net 
earnings of the Teagarden orchestra 
He wants an accounting of the band’s 





[earnings and his split, which, he | 


;claims, he never received. 


demand for an accounting, but the 
decision has been complicated by the 
fact that Teagarden never filed a de- 
fense 
According to the leader, he gave the 
case to an attorney on the Coast and 
before the latter could prepare the 
papers, he was inducted by the 
Army. Upon being advised of the 
decision against him, Teagarden ex- 
plained things to the AFM, which 
inow has his answer under advise- 
/ment. 

About three years ago, just after 
Wimbish took the Teagarden band 
under his wing, the leader filed a 
petition in bankruptcy to the tune 
|of approximately $26,000, which, at 
that time, was the highest of all band 
bankruptcies. It has since been sur- 
passed: 

Wimbish took an Army physical in 
N. Y. Wednesday (9) and was turned 
down. He is now in Florida for an 
operation, after which he wants to 
join the Air Force. 








Tony Zimmers Alive 





Tony Zimmers, widely known 
ienor sax player who was reported 


killed in action in the Solomon 
| Islands several months ago, is alive 
and well. He is a musician in a 


| U.S. Infantry band in The 


Panama. 


|}soldier cited in the dispatch from 
| the Solomons, and with whom 
|Zimmers was confused, was an 
|} Anthony Zimmers. The musician’s 


| first name is Antone. 
| When the false reports of his 
}death were circulated, Zimmers’ 
| family, living in Pottsville, Pa., made 
| frantic efforts to check them, since 
ithey had received no such word 
officially. Band biz understood the 
|report to be accurate, since it was 
first published in the American 


|Federation of Musicians journal. 
| 


Everett Hoagland and band are 
;}current at the Reforma Hotel, Mex- 
ico City, where they will be for the 


| - 
inext several months. 


Failure to File Defense 


before the American Federation of | 


$100 | 


AFM last week granted Wimbish’s | 


in the action with the AFM. | 


New Rialto, N. Y. 
Where Peacetime 


a Wartime Click 
Danceteria Brodied 








Records, Cocktail Units 


and Cafe Attractions 
Will get expert analysis from 


John Hammond, Jr. 
May Johnson 
Jack Bertell 


| in 
‘Show Business 
at War’ 


theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Glen Island, Badly 
Hit on Weekdays, 
May Shut Jan. 6 


Bobby Sherwood’s orch closes at 
Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, 
N. Y., Jan. 6, after which the spot 
is likely to close, at least until sum- 
mer. Spot has not been doing too 
well lately, mid-week business hav- 
ing fallen off sharply. Weekend 
biz has been okay, however. 

Of the three suburban name band 
stands in the New York area, only 
|Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar | 
Grove, N. J., has stood up under 
|gasoline and rubber 

















+ 
| 
| 


New Rialto Ballroom, N. Y. on 
| the site of the Danceteria, 
| which served dancing and chow for 
; the one admission until a starved 
|} b.o. brought the shutters, appears 
to be heading for a successful run. 
This is one of those war-born vene 
| tures begun with a minimum of cash 
| outlay. It doesn’t take an experi- 
enced interior decorator to realize 
that comparatively little coin was 
spent to ready the spot for its de- 
but. 

At 75c a head the dancery is draw- 
ing fairly good business during the 
week, with two unknown bands as 
lures, and on weekends it has been 
| virtually capacity. As expected, and 
| Similar to the other public ballrooms 
|along Broadway, a good-sized slice 
rof the business is represented by 
| service men, with and without es- 
cort. They can quaff beer only (and 
| ice cream sodas) at a bar or at one 
of the half-dozen tables. 


Bands under Willie Farmer and 
| Augustus Maya, latin stylist, service 
ithe approximately 50 - by - 70 - foot 
| dance floor, which is cheaply railed 
|all the way around. Farmer’s combi- 
nation, which numbers four sax, two 
trumpets, one trombone, piano, 
bass, drums, and accordion, is a 
fair group that needs more weeks 
of playing. Maya’s eight-piece outfit 
is okay. Charlene Francis and the 
young son of Tommy Morton, who 
runs the place, sing with Farmer. 


defunct 











Spot has another floor upstairs 
which it uses only on weekends, 
| but it was dark on this particular 
| evening last week. It hasn't been 


| done over, but remains the same as 
in Danceteria days. Wood. 


restrictions. | H b Sym h Si 
However, the Log Cabin at Armonk, | u P - eed 


| like Glen Island, does business only 


}On weekends, with midweek trade 
| virtually nil. 
Joe Marsala is at Log Cabin; 


| Charlie Spivak is at Meadowbrook, 
| giving way tomorrow night (Thurs.) 
|to Cab Calloway. 





Joey Reynolds has added Dave 
DuBarry, pianist, and replaced Eddie 
Meyers on trumpet with Gene Evans, 
former Bob Astor horn-tooter, in his 
band at Trelon Cafe, Pittsburgh. 
Arthur Ravel orch, booked into 
| William Penn hotel, Pittsburgh, for 


| 
| two weeks, renewed for four more. 


Deal, but Won't Record 
Until Petrillo Lifts Ban 


Boston Symphony, which recently 
joined the American Federation of 
Musicians after years of resisting 
that organization, has been signed 
by Victor Records to a contract that 
doesn’t become effective until after 
the present ban against recording 
is lifted. At the same time Victor’s 
president, Feank Walker, signed the 
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Boston Pops Orchestra, under Ar- 
thur Fiedler. 

Boston Symph, conducted by 
Serge Koussevitzky, has recorded 
for Victor in the past. Its first discs 
were released about 25 years ago, 
when the outfit was conducted by 
Dr. Karl Muck. Koussevitzky’s first 
discs for Victor as leader of the 


group were made in 1929. 


‘HUB HOTEL ITS OWN 
| SAT. NIGHT PROMOTER 


Boston, Dee. 15. 
Jack Teagarden’s band proved a 
successful guinea pig for Managing 


Director Chauncey Depew Steele's 
Copley Plaza experiment of using 
lthe usually vacant main ballroom 
Saturday night for general dancing. 
Band drew 725 at $1 cover 

As a result, Steele plans to make 
i this a regular event in additicn tec 
| the Oval Room, currently featuring 
| Morton Downey and Eddy Oliver’s 
| orchestra while John Kirby’s band 
|is in the Colonial Room. All did 


t Saturday night (12). 
Instead of conducting dances in 
| eauil ballroom fashion, Steéle has 
| tables and chairs in the ballroom for 
| 


| capacity biz 1: 


the hoofers, with resultant added 
| business in food and liquor. 


Stabile in Uniform 


Dick Stabile entered the Coast 
Guard at Manhattan Beach, N. Y., 
Saturday (12). He has been given 
a Chief Petty Officer (Bandmaster) 
; rating. Band, now matstroed by 
Gracie Barrie (Mrs. Stabile), is be- 
ing booked now by General Amuse- 
| ment Corp., and personally managed 
by Billy Burton, handler cf Jimmy 
Dorsey. 

According to Miss Barrie the idea 
| of her assuming leadership of the 
| outfit after Stabile’s enlistment was 

founded on a recent ‘Variety’ story 

citing the increasing number. .of 
feminine leaderS‘and musiejgns -in 
the business. 


+ 
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Xmas Shopping Boffs Band B.0.s; 


ck Robbins has tied up three 


Ps Robbins Signs 3 More 
o 


Wald, 176 in Philly, Hutton, $14,700, essccscoessSoNcc 


IR eco, George Wettling and Dorothy 


New’k, Tucker, 126, Indpls., All Hurt nce canse eee 


ee a 


(Estimates for This Week) 

Charlie Barnet, Providence ‘Metro- 
politan: 3.200: 30 55)—Plus ‘So's Aunt 
Emma’ (Mono). Fair $6,000 for three- 
day weekend date, with little help 
from film 

Bob Crosby, Boston (RKO Bos- 
ton: 3,200: 44-55-65-75-85)—With ‘Sin 
Town’ (U) and vaude. Good $26,000 
but not strong .or such a combo 
Whole city way off currently. 

Glen Gray, New York (Strand; 2,- 
956: 35-55-75-85-99-$1.10) With ‘Gen- 
tleman Jim’ (WB) on screen (3d- | 
final wk). Goes eight days beyond 
second week, on that period looking 
$35,000 o1 close, okay, while the sec- | 
ond stanza was $40,000, good. 

Woody Herman, New York (Para- 
mount: 3.664; 35-55-85-99-$1.10 )—With 
Hazel Scott, others, in person, ‘Road 
to Moroceo’ (Par) on screen. Main- 
tains strong pull, with the fifth week 
concluded last night (Tuesday) hav- 
ing topped $46, 000: prior (4th) round 
mounted to smash $60,000. Whole | 
show remains through Christmas 
week. with run of seven weeks, rec- 
ord at Paramount, ending Dec. 29 

Ina Ray Hutton, Newark (Adams: 
1,950: 25-40-65-75-99 ) With ‘Scatter- 
good Rides High’ (RKO) and stage 
bill headed by Guy Kibbee. Kibbee 
and band the major draw, but doesn t 
figure to crack quiet $14,700 

Dick Jurgens, Chicago (CI 120 
4.000: 35-55-75 )—Plus ‘Springtims 
Rockies’ (20th). Expected $40,009 
good for pre-Xmas season, with draw 
fairly well divided. Jurgens popultat 
in Chicago. 

Freddie Slack, San Francisco 
(Golden Gate: 2.850; 44-55-75)—With 
‘Falcon’s Brother’ (RKO) and Jane 
Withers on stage. Fine draw of $2),- 
000 at this house, principally due to 
Slack and Miss Withers. 

Tommy Tucker, Indianapolis (Cir- 
cle: 2,600; 30-40-55)—With ‘Street ol 
Chance’ (Par) and vaude Brignt 
band show. with good stage suppoct 
seems headed for only fair $12,000 
biz spotty all over. 

Jerry Wald, Philadelphia (Earle 
2.768: 35-46-57-68-75 )—Neither Wald’s 
band nor the film attraction, ‘Seve 
Sweethearts’ (M-G), seems to have 
much pulling power here vith 
combo garnering poor $17,000 in face 
of Xmas shopping 





Chicago Musicians’ Local 
Refunding 57, Commersh 
Broadcast Tax to Bands 


Chicago Local 
Federati ith Ul NV 
celled the rule that exacted a 39 
tax from traveling bands w 
originated commercCla proaaca 
fron within jut liction Reg 
lation was withdrawn by order of 
James C. Peiriiio, head of the AF 
(ana uso presiae t « tne CI 
local), since the nationa od 
aireaay coll 
sponsored 
explana mn 
af "hicavoa’s take 

Since re l l tne ov 
week, Local 1 
to variou yands the amount 
had paid 


effect Sept. 15, 1940. While it 


J ™ 4 1 " 
sound LiKE Lie 1OCal 1 ) 


large amount ft cast few band 
have done more than two or three 
commercials from Chicago since the 


| Hotel, U. of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh; 


| Adams theatre, Newark. 


rule became effective. Thus in- | 


dividual refunds are small 


Pitt Musicians’ Elections | 


Pitts ory Dec. 15 

Entire slate of officials, with or 
exception, gwas re-elected by Loca 
60 of musicians union in annual vot- 
ing. Only change puts peer Como- 
rada on the executive board; he beat 

out Emil Bielo for sixth o ice 
Otherwise, Clair Meeder, who wa 
unopposed, remains as president and 
Ed Ebberts, vice-president. and Nick 
Haggarty, secretary. Ed Wilhern ap- 
pointed assistant secretary. 

Other members of the board, ir i 
dition to Comorad ull re-named, a 
Hal Davis, George Wilki: Gene [ 
ban and Frank Panella. 





r 


rently playu 
tail Lounge and the Silhouette Club 
in Ch go, respectively, and Wett- 


° riitas i - 
Band Bookings ‘ling is the drummer in Chico Marx s 


| band. 








Bob Allen, Dec. 25-26, 
Ravmor Ballroom, Boston; 27, Shu- | “I( h ( l| a 
vert theatre, New Haven; 29, six a a Ow y 
weeks. Roseland Ballroom, New 


ai tenon, ie a 


Park. Dayton, O.: 20, Aragor Ball- 
22, Wm. Penn 


28-Jan 


roon Cleveland: 
4° week, Central theatre, Passaic, 
N. J.: 30-Jan. 2, Plymouth theatre 
Worcester, Mass 

Chuck Foster, Dec. 18, week, Ori- 





*ntal theatre, Chicago; 25-27, Casa | (Estimates) 
| Loma Ballroom, St. Louis; 31, four| Cab Calloway (Arena, London 
veeks, Peabody Hotel, Memphis. |Ont., Can., Dec 12) Calloway 
Glen Grav. Dec. 24. week. Keith’s | proved smart draw he re, playing to 
heatre. Boston: 31-Jan. 2. Para- | 2.819 admissions at $1.25 
mount theatre, Springfield, Il. | MeFarland Twins (‘Totem Pole 


| r e eK Yan ~ y) 
Woody Herman, Dec. 31, week,| B. Auburndal Ma Dec. 9-12) 


lands almost recovered stride inter- 


Louis Jordan, Dec. 25, indefinite, 
Stage Bar, Chicago. 

Stan Kenton, Jan. 1, week, River- 
side theatre, Milwaukee: 8, Illinois 
State Normal: 9, Palais Royale, South 


6,200 dancers in four days at $1.45 
pair for $5,115 was good. 


Johnny McGee-Dick Rogers ‘Ray- 


i. Ind. )m r-Playmor B 7 Boston Dec. 11- 
Dick Rogers, Dec. 20, Shubert the- | 12). McGee and Rogers both fa- 
Nr ’ - vorites here and combined they 
atve, New Haven, Conn 25, ‘oe pire : a ‘ 1 9 ee: 
Ballroom, Allentown, Pa.; 27, Ritz|4rew 1,800 Friday and 2,000 Satur- 
Ballroom, Bridgeport, Conn.; 28, lay at 85c-75e for okay $3.040 
Armory, Frederick, Md.; 31-Jan. 3,;| Hal MeIntyre (Brookline C. C 
VIetropolitan theatre Providence, | Philadelp l Dec. 12) Thi IS a 
> 7 ugh ot currently A at witl 
Jerry Wald, Dec. 25. Sports Arena, | transportatio1 stoppages, but Mc- 
Rocheste 26. M morial Aud., Buf-| Intyre registered fine crowd of 980 | 
falo; 27, Trianon B., Toledo; 28, Al-| at $1.10 
lerto Hotel, Cleveland: 30. New Guy Lombardo (Boston Gardens, | 
Trier High School, Winnetka, Ill.; 31,| Boston. Dec. 12) Taking night off 
four weeks, Sherman Hotel, Chicago.| from Roosevelt hotel, N. Y. Lom- 
Jimmie Luneceford, Jan. 1, ean ,| bardo played here for local railroad 
Apollo theatre, New York; 8, week,| employees’ dance, receipts going to 
Royal theatre, Baltimore: 15, week,} United Seamen's Service Fund 
Howard theatre, Washington; 22,| Madeline Carroll and others spoke 
| week, Fays theatre, Philadelphia;} Attendance was about 10,000 at $1.25 
29, week, Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh. |! piling up $12,500, solid. 
o 
Inside Stuff—Orchestras 
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N. Y. local 802 of the American Federation-of Musicians emphatically | 


denies that it received an advance copy of“a story concerning its recent 
election from another trade paper three weeks ago. It had been men- 
tioned that persons interested in the balloting were surprised at being 
handed reprints of the article the same day the paper was issued. 
Local 802 officials claim they saw the story the morning of the paper’s 


| distribution in N. Y. (which is now a day earlier) got permission to re- 


| print it and did all before the following morning. 


~ sahams 
Last week's official ban against further conscription of men over 38 
stymied the probable induction of two of the top Negro bandleaders 
Count Basie and Duke Ellington, according to people close to the situa 


ton, were both expecting to take physicals next month, but the former 


;} iS Just past 38 and Ellington is about 42. 


Basie was slated for a physical around Jan. 5 and Ellingion about Jan 


i5 
Joe Galkin, manager of the fommy Tucker orchestra, is over 38 and 
at le temp iril exempt fror army service bv the President’s |! 
‘ , p i and Over tha i Gra had had a 1-A 
itlo had b ; ifta I 
‘ - bs ( d Va » weel Azo 
aU aS turner , 3) Ol olor blindness 


s yiano at Elmer’s Cock- | 


In Canada 


On fifth sti aight week-end McFar- | 


rupted by Cocoanut Grove fire; | 


ands at Hotel B. O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated, Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price. This compilation is based on the period from Monday- 








Saturday.) 
Covers Total 
Week Past Covers 
Band Hotel Playe Week On Date 
Fem BOVE. oscac6 ce GER TEER oc ccccecscccccess EB 2.400 14,075 
| Ray Heatherton*. .Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 33 500 22,825 


Vaughn Monroe*. Commodore (500; $1-$1.50).......... 10 1,775 11,350 
Lani McIntire*... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 44 1500 69,150 
Mitchell Ayres ..Lincoln (225; 7Tic-$1)........ eeGa oe 525 975 
Benny Goodman* New Yorker (400; 75c-$1)........... 9 2,025 
|\Bob Allen ...... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50) oe On 1500 17,275 
Guy Lombardo .. Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)..... joa’. oe 
Xavier Cugat*.... Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)............. 4 2,500 6,675 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band ts the 
major draw. 





| Chicago 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House: 600; $3-$4.50 min.). Despite 
cold and sloppy weather Williams and floor show headed by The Hart- 
}manns attracted 4,100 people last week 

Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel: 200; $1.50-$2.50 min.). One 
of the most popular places in town. Around 2,100 last week, 

Stan Kenton (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 800; $1.25-$2.50 min.). 
Opened last week to 4,500 people: good for band new to Chicago. 


| Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel: 350; $2.50 min.). Last 
| week of Renee DeMarco brought in 1,800 people. The Revuers opened 
Friday (11). 
Henry King (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel; 1,100; $1.25 min.). 
| Bad weather cut patronage on King’s closing week to 1,900 people. 


Los Angeles 


Note: Midnight curfew on serving drinks went into effect Thursday (10). 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador: 900: $1-$1.50), Pre Christmas parties help- 
ing but not enough to overcome gas rationing. Should check in with 
around 2,500 covers, not bad a’tall 
| Joe Reichman (Biltmore: 1,200: 50c-$1). Everything favors his spot, in- 


|cluding the all-important public transportation, and trade won't sag too 
j;much, Call it 3,200 and credit bulge to the weekends. 


| 
| Boston 
| 

Eddy Oliver (Oval Room, Copley Plaza: 300: $1 cover). With Morton 
Downey receiving top billing, biz took a definite upswing this week. Pall 
of the Cocoanut Grove fire lifted somewhat Downey is credited with 
{2.020 covers for six days, with Saturday overflow seated in adjoining 
Sheraton Room. 

John Kirby (Colonial Room, Conley Plaza). Kirby played to 1,200 cus- 
tomers during the week, with 186 Friday and 240 Saturday paying $1 
cover. 

Jack Teagarden in main ballroom as an experiment (see separate stsory) 
satisfied managing director Chauncey Depew Steele by drawing 725 at 
$1 a head on Saturday night and the idea will continue. 


} : . r . : ~ 7 
| Chick Floyd (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler: 450;.$1 cover). Floyd played 
| to 850, more like old times as trade continued on the upbeat over Friday- 
| Saturday, only late nights. Dinner sessions good all week. 
| 
} 
° . 
| Minneapolis 
George Wald (Minnesota Terrace: Nicollet hotel; 500; $1-$1.50 min.). 
First time here for this band and impression is favorable. However, Syl- 
via Froos, held over for two more week is the magnet attracting fine 
nightly average attendance of 600 Consolo & Melba new floor show act. 
. ‘ 
Philadelphia 
Billy Marshall (Garden T ice; B Franklin hotel; 500; $1.50- 
$2.50 min.) Ice show conti! ss to draw then n in record-breaking pro- 
portions with 1,862 di er patro 1556 suppet 
| Walter Miiler Stratford Garde Believue-Stratford hotel; 225; no 
lcover or min.). Biz dipped slight it this swank spot with 1,248 recorded 


for dinners and suppers 


| St. Louis 
Nick Stuart (Club Continental; Hotel Jefferson; 800; $1-$2 min.). Stuart, 
now in 13th week, has cooked up novel idea to sell war bonds and stamps. 
During dances he gags that boys may kiss partners if purchasing a 25¢ 
war stamp. Stunt has caught on and Stuart has peddled $22,000 worth of 
stamps and bonds. Bad weather hampered biz last week but 3,000 custom- 


ers checked into the roon 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


ae Ang 
Gene Krupa (Palladium B, Hollywood, fifth week) Getting service- 
men and what few civilians still around in midweek. Weekends, however, 
| hig Will cut it at around 15,500 admishe 


Horace Heidt (Casa Manana B, Culver City, first week). Opened last 
Thursday night (10) and he’! truggle to catch 3,500 leg-shakers. Freddie 
Slack fini hed off with okay 3,500. Gas rationing hurting this spot. 

Jan Garber (Trianon B, Soutgate, fifth week). Holding strong despite 

|gas and bar curfew. Should hang up quite amazing 5,500. 
Muzzy Marcelino (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood, 10th week). This 
clientele light on the drinks and heavy on food and entertainment. So 
liquor curfew won't hinder reaching 4,000 customers, thanks to Nils Gran- 
lund’s girl show. 

Hay Grayson (Casino, N, Hollywood, second week). 
attraction but both won't pull better than 2,000 tabs. 
(Chicago) 
| Lou Breese (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Combination of Breese and 

| Sophie Tucker is popular. Catered to 4,100 last week. 

Chico Marx (Blackhawk; 500; $1.25 min.). Smash draw. 


Ice show the main 








Patronage still 


* | around the 4,000 mark, 


(Minneapolis) 
Bob Owens (Happy Hour; 650; no cover or min.). This local band pass- 
{ing muster with all-girl floor show until Fletcher Henderson arrives 
| Dec. 23. Fair nightly average attendance of 400. 








Jimmy Borelli, pianist with Al 


Art Paulson orchestra will sub for 
Marsico. orch, 


| 
| 
waiting for closed Benny Goodman’s band at the New 
ixon Cafe to reopen, subbing fo | Yorke! N 7. when Goodman 
ling Frank Germia’in Etzi Covato | doubles into the Paramount theatre 


'band at Villa Madrid, Pittsburgh. for four days, beginning Dec. 30. 








' 
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Harry Fox Orders Audit of AMP 
Books; Controversy on Recording 
Royalties Gets More Acrimonious 





Harry Fox, agent and trustee for 
publishers on mechanical rights, has 
notified Associated Music Publishers, 
Inc., that he has retained a firm of 


auditors to go over the recording 
firm’s books and records to deter- 
mine whether it has made full roy- 
alty accounting of records made sep- 
arately for the AMP's radio library 
and for Muzak (wired radio service). 
Fox’s move is tied up with the con- 
troversy that has cropped up be- 
tween himself and the AMP over 
the 1943 price for library recordings 
which Fox submitted several weeks 
ago. Acting on the instructions of 
his clients, Fox has reverted to the 
old price of $15 per master, or $5 
more than recorded library manu- 
facturers have been paying during 
1942. 

Fox’s move to examine the AMP 
books is based on what he claims 
to have been the AMP’s failure to 
make an accounting of tunes re- 
corded ‘for Muzak. According to 
Fox it has been the AMP’s practice 
to stencil a composition two ways, 
one with vocals for radio and an- 
other strictly instrumental for 
Muzak, but to confine the account- 
ing for publishers to the radic discs. 

The debate between C. M. Finney, 
AMP prez, and Fox over the $15 fee 
reached a point of personal acri- 
mony last week, when the AMP 
took its grievances to its library 
subscribers during a district meet- 
ing of the National Association of 
Broadcasters at the Biltmore hotel, 
N. Y. Fox was pictured by AMP 
spokesmen as the latest music ogre 
with whom the broadcasting indus- 
try must contend. Fox later ac- 
cused Finney of attempting to use 
the NAB to go back on an under- 
standing that Finney had entered 
into with Fox at the end of 1941. 
Finney, according to Fox, at the 
time had pointed out that,,since few 
library subscribers had resumed 
ASCAP licenses it would be equit- 
able on the part of ASCAP publish- 
ers to reduce the library recording 
royalty to $10 per master. Fox now 
claims that Finney had agreed to 


ly as an interim arrangement and 
to go back to the $15 fee when prac- 
tically all of the AMP’s station sub- 

cribers had obtained ASCAP li- 
censes, 

The AMP last week also went 
over the head of Fox to his pub- 
lisher principals in an effort to in- 
duce them to give the recording 
company a six-month extension of 
their present license (on the basis 
of $10 per annum), or to accept a 
bulk deal similar to the one which 
was signatured by the Warner Bros 
music group some months ago. The 
AMP failed to get any extensions, 
but there were several publisher 
who agreed to the bulk arrangement 
AMP’s plea for the extension 
tained the suggestion that it would 
serve as a sort of respite until a 
settlement had been 





a 
— 





con- | 


1Oo 


lbetween writer and publisher. 
reached® with te E 


regard to the American Federation | 


of Musicians’ ban on recording. 





Leuis Gruenberg’s score for t! 
Columbia picture, ‘Commando 
Strike at Dawn,’ 

s “The Commando Suite.’ 


jfor new material. 


jand publisher 


Josefovits’ Jungnickel 
Composing Deal for 13 


Teri Josefovits, piano soloist at 
the Broadway Paramount theatre 
for the past six years, and just 
about fully recovered, following a 
long siege, has signed exclusively 
to turn out piano-orchestra compo- 
sitions for Ross Jungnickel. He will 
do 13 a year, the first of which is 
titled ‘Theme Romantique.’ 

Jungnickel, standard in the busi- 
ness, was recently taken over by 
Cherio and Rytwoce music pub in- 
terests. 

With Don Baker, N. Y. Par or- 
ganist, and Hilliard Goldsmith, Jo- 
sefovits has also written two pops 
for Jungnickel. 


Publishers Claim 
F.C. Mills Brews 
Tele Problem 


E. C. Mills, general manager of the 
Songwriters Protective Association, 
has caused some annoyance among 
musie publishers by his advising 
writers to reserve their television 
rights signaturing contracts 
By bringing up 
this issue, these publishers complain, 


Mills threatens to disrupt the placid 
understanding among ASCAP writer 
members that the 








when 


iquestion of television rights owner- 


ship is to remain dormant until the 


lright itself shows signs of acquiring 


a commercial value. The publishers 
now suspect that Mills plans to have 
| the SPA claim tele rights as a pre- 
lliminary to the SPA becoming the | 


‘licensing agent for such rights. 
the adoption of the $10 price mere- | 


ASCAP’s directors have agreed | 
that it would be prudent to let the | 
television right remain homeless as} 


far as administration is concerned | 
until the publishers and the writers | 
lean, at the proper time determine, 
or have determined for them| 
through the process of dinianation. | 
whether’ television constitutes a 
small (or , porsornnng) right or a 
dramatic production) right. If! 
it should be cetameatnnd that tele | 
is a small right, then its licensing | 
will fall within the sphere of ASCAP 


ne s| 


will be publis hed | |" 


Should the allocation be in favor of | 


the dramatic category, then terms 
provided for in the all-other-rights | 
clause of the old writer’s contract 
will prevail. As for new works, the | 
terms covering tele rights will be | 
bviously a matter of negotiation | 


It is still quite possible that Cong- 
|ress itself will recognize the need 
;and justice for setting up a separate | 
Paty ep one within the copyright | 


law for television and adopt a speci- 
as happened in 1909 | 

with regard to the right for mechani- | e 
cal reproduction. 


fiC amendment, 


Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week of Now. 21) 





White Christmas.......... Berlin 
Lights Go On Again.. . CLP 
Preiss LOlG.occcvcccdecs Famous 


There Are Such Things. .Yankee 
Five by Five 


ee 


Star Spangled Banner....Miller 
Dearly Beloved........ Chappell 
We Te BOG saveccivcsss Harms 
Moonlight Becomes You.Famous 
Aemy Alf Cores... i... Fischer 


Never Be Another You..Morris 
Craziest Dream .BVC 
og eocecsee sd ise 
Am Gettin Tired ........Army 
For Me and My Gal...... Mills 


WB-Gale Buy In A-Y-B 


eee eeeeene 











Decca’s Stock Dividends 
Will Equal Last Year’s | 


Decca Record Board of Directors 
last week declared a regular quarter- 
ly dividend of 15c per share and a 
year-end divvy of 25c per share on 
the company’s capital stock on rec- 
ord Dec. 12. Brings total payoff on 
capital stock for the year 1942 to 
$1.15 a share, which equals the 
amount paid on the same stock in 
1941. Dividends are payable Dec. 23. 





Catalog; Ben Bornstein 
Moves Over to Advance 





Musie Corp., which is owned jointly 
by the Warner Bros. music group 
and Moe Gale. As part of the deal, 
Ben Bornstein becomes general man- 
ager of Advance. 


Deal may hit in excess of $100,000 
if partner Ben Bornstein’s five-year 
management contract is taken into 
consideration. Milton Ager, on his 
part, recovers much valuable song 
material which, in turn, he has 
placed with other WB subsid firms, 
also Feist, etc. 


Another commercial advantage to 
Ager is a series of new contracts on 
his oldies, calling for today’s 3c and 
50% mechanicals royalties against | 
the yesteryear 2c and 33%. Fur-| 
thermore, the WB organization can 
exploit revivals of such tunes as 
‘Sally Won’t You Come Back,’ ‘Ain’t | 
She Sweet?,’ ‘Happy Days Are Here 
Again,’ etc. 


KENNYS IN SWITCH 
TO SILVER FOR 2 YR 














Nick and Charles Kenny have 
shifted over to Abner Silver’s Lin- | 
coln Music Corp. as exclusive song- | 
smiths for the next two years. The | 
Kenny Bros. are just winding up a 
Warner Bros. deal. 


| 
Nick Kenny, radio editor of the 


|N. Y. Mirror, also does a syndicated 
column for Hearst and is an estab- 
lished ASCAP songwriter. Brother | 


Charles Kenny, also an aide on the 


'Mirror, writes the tunes, but Silver 
will collaborate with both on the} 
1943-44 deal 
While at Warners, an indie sub- | 
Ssidiary publishing unit had been set 
up to merchandize the scree songs 


M.P.P. " Officers Reelected 





The entire 1942 roster of officer: 
were reelected for another term at 
a meeting of the directorate of the | 
Music Publishers Protective Associa 
tion last week. They are ester | 
Santly, president; Jack Mills, v_p.; | 
Jack Bregman, secretary, and Dick | 
Murray, treasurer. 

The board at the same meeting 
elected the Noble Music Co., 


+ mamhorchi 


Rye 
St wOWMUZS rm, Go memoessaip. 


Catalog of Ager, Yellen & Born- | 
stein was acquired by the Advance | 


Dividend declaration indicates 
|that, despite the shellac curtailments 
lof the current year, which unde- 
niably has cut record production far 
|below. what it might have been, 
| Decca’s total sales equal last year’s. 


Morale Chiefs 
Want Servicemen 


Off the Cuff 


In a circular letter to its members 
last week, the Music Publishers Pro- 











| habits. 


| figuring 


lor hefore 


tective Association, reported that the | 
morale divisions of the Army and 
| Navy have become insistent that me 
music industry refrain from cag 
ing free material to servicemen. The 
| circular letter, which was signatured 
|by Harry Fox, declared that the 
morale chiefs of the services had ex- 
pressed themselves as determined to 
do everything to prevent the men in 
the ranks from acquiring chiseling 
The morale heads had also 
advised the APPA that appropriation 


of funds have been made so that the 


'musical units in the Army and Navy 
can be supplied with all the music 
ithey need. 

Music publishers 
luging some of the camps with free 


| arrangements of their new numbers, | 
be | 


that the breaks will 
theirs whenever any of these camp 
bands go on the air. 


‘SONGPLUGGER SUES 


CHERIO FOR STOCK 7 
0 

Robert E. Mann filed suit in N. Y 
supreme court Tuesday (15) fo1 
breach of contract and for $25,000 
damages against Cherio Music Pub 
lishers Inc., Maurie Merle, also 
| known as Maurie Hartmann, and} 


Jean. Heppner, also known as Deanna 
| Bartlett. 


Complaint 
hired by the 


alleges that he wa 
defendants as contact- 


man to publicize, exploit and plug} 


songs for which he 
of the profits} 


the defendants’ 
was to receive 15% 


1942 


January, 


have been de-| 


| Finkelstein. 


Appeals Ct., in Significant Decision, 
Rules Copyrighted Work Neednt 
Be Published to Get 1-E Protection 


Reversing the finding of a lower 
|court, the N. Y. circuit court of ap- 
,peals last week ruled that a copye- 
i righted work doesn’t have to be pub- 
jlished to come within the protec- 
tion of Section 1E of the copyright 
act, and that the law does confer 
upon the copyright owner of an un- 
published musical number the ex- 
clusive right to its reproduction, 
|The case involved in this decision, 
which the music trades regard as 
highly significant, is Jack Shilkret 
versus Musicraft Records. The victor 
on the appeal was Shilkret. The 
|tribunal vote was two to one, with 
jthe dissent making the case appeal- 
| able to the U. S. Supreme Court. 


Musicraft had argued that a copy- 
right owner who had registered his 
| work under Section 11 of the copy- 
iright act would not sue for infringe- 
ment should his work be recorded 
without his permission, because an- 
other section (1E) restricted the ex- 
‘clusive right of mechanical repro- 
duction to compositions ‘ published 
and copyrighted’ after the copyright 
law became effective (July 1, 1909). 
The circuit court’s opinion saw this 
emphasis on the terms, ‘and pub- 
| lished,’ as a discrimination against 
| unpublished works as strictly a ‘lit- 
eral reading’ and something which 
was certainly not intended by the 
Pete nt of the act. The reason why 
the words, ‘and published,’ were ap- 
parently inserted, said the court, was 


(Continued on page 36) 


NAME FINKELSTEIN AS 
ASCAP STAFF COUNSEL 


Herman Finkelstein was named to 
the newly created post of ASCAP 
staff counsel at a meeting of the So- 
ciety’s board of directors last week. 
The firm of Schwartz & Frohlich, 
from whose staff Finkelstein comes, 
will continue as ASCAP’s general 
; counsel. Though still in his 30's, 
Finkelstein is considered an author- 
ity on copyright law. He has handled 
ASCAP matters through S. & F. for 
the past eight years. 

There have been indications fri 
ASCAP directors ever since the set 
tleme nt of the ASCAP-radio fight 

late 1941 that the assignment 
house counsel to be accorded 
He figured actively in 
the negotiations of the consent de- 
cree with the U. S. Department in 
early 1941. 

















m 
in 
of 


was 


Robbins Dickers For 


Circle (Scott) Catalog 


Robbins Music Co. negotiating 
for the purchase of the Circle Musie 
Co. catalog, owned by Raymond Scott 
(Harry Warnow) and his brother, 
Mark Warnow. Majority of the tunes 
in the Circle foider are original me!i- 
penned by Scott himself. 
ian T. Abeles, Robbins’ attorney, 


18 


| odies 
Jul 


Willie | and 15% of the corporation stock on lis said to be going ov er the legal de- 


‘tails of the Scott musical properties. 
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ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 





Lyric by Bob Russell 


799 Seventh Avenue, New York, N. Y. 





For the Hew Year -“Twe Tew Hits for Your Programe! 


MOONLIGHT MOOD 


Lyric by Harold Adamson 


DONT G 


Music by Peter De Rose 


ET AROUND MUCH ANYMORE 


















Music by Duke Ellington 


Murray Baker, Prof. Mgr. 
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ASCAP Votes In Ablert-Leslie Plan 


By Wide Margin; 


The ASCAP writers classification 
committee is now free to adopt the 
new plan for allocating royalties, as 
proposed by Fred E. Aklert and Ed- 
gar Leslie, and make the latter sys- 
tem operative Jan. 1, 1944. The Ahl- 
ert amendment, serving as an en- 
abling device for the new plan, has 
been adopted by an overwhelming 
vote of the ASCAP membership. The 
ballots were counted Monday (14), 
and they showed the writers’ numer- 
ical vote to be two to one in favor. 
The publishers’ numerical vote was 
three to one the same way. The 
amendment of Pinky Herman, who 
favored the establishment of a per- 
manent ‘seniority of works fund’ or 
annual guarantee of a certain portion 
of the writers’ divvy, was voted 
down. 

The Ahlert-Leslie plan requires the 
classification committee to meet but 
once a year, while Herman sought to 
make the classification of writer 
members mandatory once each quar- 
ter. It was one of these two devices 
that the writer-publisher members 
voted. 

The vote was counted on the basis 
both of numerical returns and 
weight vote; that is, the number of 
voting units determined by each 
member's rating in the Society. 
Among the writers the numerical 
count was 473 for and 261 against, 
while the weighted vote made it 36,- 
136 for and 8,968 against. Of the pub- 
lishers ballots, 96 favored the Ahlert 
amendment and 31 were against it. 
In terms of weighted vote, the pub- 
lishers’ count was 2,643 for and 129 
against. Of the potential weighted 
vote, the results were 76% to 10%. 

Herman’s amendment found the 
writers numerically two to one 
against it, and the publishers disposed 
similarly by four and a half to one. 
In terms of percentage of potential 
weighted votes, this amendment 
rated 69° opposed and 8% in favor. 

The ASCAP board of directors, at 
a meeting Thursday (10) voted down 
@ proposal that the balloting deadline 
for the amendment be extended and 


Takes Effect in 44 





Threatens New Plan 


John Redmond, member of the 
special writers committee which 
considered the Ahlert-Leslie 
plan, declared yesterday (Tues- 
day) he has served notice on the 
ASCAP writers’ classification 
committee that, unless the latter 
first reclassifies the ratings of 


protesting members, he will 
bring legal pressure against 


the adoption of the new plan. 

Redmond held that it would 
be unfair to most of the writers 
in the lower ranks if the new 
system becomes effective before 
the currently unsatisfactory 
rating situation was cleaned up 
as a preliminary step. 


ROBBINS SETTING UP 
NEW RECORDING CORP. 


Albany, Dec. 15. 
Lion Record Corp. has been char- 











tered to conduct a business in mu- 
sical compositions of all kinds in 
New York. Capital stock is 100 


shares, no par value. 
Attorney Julian T. Abeles, of N. Y., 
filed the papers. 





Jack Robbins’ Idea 
The setting up of this corporation 
is another step toward the material- 
ization of an idea that Jack Robbins, 
of the Robbins Music Corp., has har- 
He has felt 


bored for a long time. 
ithat, like the Warner Bros. group, 
which has Herman Starr repre- 


sented on the board of the Decca 
| Record Co., the Metro-Robbins com- 
bination ought to have a recording 
connection of its own. 

Robbins visualizes recording sub- 
sids as a common thing among ma- 
jor publishers after the war, and he 
wants to be ready. 





the deadline remained as originally 
set; namely, midnight of that date 
(10). 























A TRIO 


OF HITS 





Ry Dick Robertsen—-Sam 


GLENN MILLER 
CHARLIE SPIVAK 


THE BIG MID 





(HONEY, I’M IN 


We Have Acquired the Song 
The Whole Music World Is Raving About 


Why Don’tYou DoRight 


(GET ME SOME MONEY, T00!) 
By Joe McCoy 


BENNY GOODMAN’S Columbia Record 


Is Sensational! 


OUR NEW BALLAD 
Yesterday’s Gardenias 


Recorded by GLEN GRAY—TONY MARTIN 


(Backed 


The Honey Song 


By Curt Massey—Arbie Gibson 


Recorded by Louise Massey and Westerners on Okeh 


my Mysels—Nelson Cogane 


—BOB CHESTER 
White 


with Christmas ) 


-WESTERN HIT 


LOVE WITH YOU) 





Mayfair Music Corp., 


Hollywood 
Chuck Rinker 
1537 North Vine St. 





1619 B’way, New York 


Chicago 





Vie Duncan 
o4 West Randolph St. 


Green-Knight Catalog 
May Sell for $10,000 


Bros. & Knight may dis- 
pose of its catalog at the end of 
this month. The publishing firm 
has given an option to buy to Lew 
Sarnoff, who is at present connected 
in no way with the trade. The pur- 


Green 


chase price is $10,000 and the op- 
tion’s expiration date is Dec. 31. At- 
torney Bernie Miller handled the 
deal for GB&K. 

The catalog includes ‘Flat Foot 
Floogie with the Floy Floy.’ It is 


reported that the prospective buyer 


proposed to have associated with 
him Newt Oliphant and Michael 
Field, who co-authored ‘The Same 


Old Story’ (BMI). 
Music Notes 


Lew Pollack and Charles Newman 
writing songs for the Republic 
filmusical, ‘Tahiti Honey.’ 





Max Steiner compileied original 
musie for score of ‘The Adveniures 
of Mark Twain’ at Warners. 





Johnny Green, composer and band 
leader, moved into Metro to work on 
musicals. 





David Snell doing the score for 
‘Mr. Justice Goes Hunting’ at Metro. 





George Stoll preparing the score 





for ‘I Dood It’ at Metro. 
Harry Revel and Paul Webster 
turned in three songs for Ginny 


Simms in ‘Oh, Doctor’ at Universal. 
Dimitri Tiomkin moved into Uni- 
versal to score ‘Shadow of a Doubt.’ 
Harry Akst and Sammy Cahn 
cleffed ‘Play It on the G-String’ for 





Hunt Stromberg’s ‘G-String Mur- 
| ders.’ 

James McHugh and Herb Magid- 
son cleffed the new ‘Song of the 
|Coast Artillery, to be sung in 
‘Officers Candidate School’ at Co- 
lumbia. 

Harry James, Kay Kyser, Jimmy 
{Dorsey and Tommy Dorsey are 
facing the cameras at Metro. Their 





| 
| 

















in a body is assured a commission. 


' + +ant+ 
to protect 


pictures, respectively, are ‘Best Foot 
Forward.’ ‘Right About Face,’ I 





Dood It’ and ‘Girl Crazy.’ 
Marines are looking for a com- 
plete band for their new base at 


Pendleton on the Pacific Coast. Any 
leader who can enlist his musicians 


John Salb, WJSV, Wash., pianist 





and organist, and Shannon Bolin, 
singer, have collaborated on ‘We're | 
in the Navy Waves,’ which was 
played for the first time and dedi- | 


cated to the WAVES recently. 


Dave Snell started work on the 


seore for ‘Right About Face’ at 
Metro. 
Scott Bradley used 48-piece or- | 


chestra to score the 
‘Suffering Cats.’ 


Metro cartoon, 














| Appeals Ct. : 


Continued from wage 35 = 














those phonograph record | 
manufacturers still had large | 
stocks of unlicensed music when the 
new copyright 
1909. The wording gave them a 
chance to dispose of such records 
without subjecting themselves to in- 
fringement suits 


who 


law was passed in 


“We are convincec’* reads the ma- 
jority opinion of tiie circuit court, 
|‘that it was not the purpose of the 
| “and published’) proviso to effect a 
|discrimination between published 
jand unpublished copyright musical 
compositions. To give it a meaning 
which necessitates that result makes 
lit repugnant to the main body of 
|Section 1E....But whatever the ex- 
| planation of the insertion of the word 
|‘published,’ we must construe the 
| word as out to defeat the legislative 
| purpose, even though we have to give 
jit a meaning more limited than is 
| ordinarily accorded it....We hold 
that a work copyrighted under sec- 
tion 11 has been ‘published’ within 
the meaning of section 1E.’ 

Under section 1E the copyright 


owner is granted the exclusive right 
to reproduce his work. The section 
also includes a provision making it 





compulsory for the copyright owner 
to license any and all recording com- | 
| panies once the number has been re- | 
| leased for mechanical reproduction. 





NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual—as represented by WEAF, WJZ, 
WABC and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
Monday through Sunday, Dec 7-13, from 5 p, m. to 1 a. m., and is based 
on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular source for music 
publishing industry. 


TITLE 





PUBLISHER TOTAL 
There Are Such Things.......+esecccecvcesseese YANKCE .,,.,,,.. 37 
White Christmas—j‘Holiday Inn’........++00++Berlin .sesceeses init 34 
Rose Ann of Charing Cross...... TeitT coveeeeOMAPirod ...eees, Dio 32 
Why Don’t You Fall In Love With Me?........Harms ............... 24 
I Had the Craziest Dream—j‘Springtime’....;,BVC ................._ 23 
Mr. 5 by 5—t‘Behind 8 Ball’............. HA S20sselc. te. 
Please Think of Me .............-...., Souvecd MOE e6sisek.accack 
Praise the Lord and Pass Ammunition........ Famous .....,...... = 22 
When the Lights Go on Again........ sin staae ‘Pideacetcei: cc cca 
*I'm Getting Tired So I Can Sleep............ Army seetn élite. .sedsics 18 
REOOUIIENS BEOOE coc cc crdsiccosduces CORGOSSCTER EEL 060 0005s scence, 1m 
Velvet MOOn....c.csccccccccces covcccccccccce WItMAIK ceccccsssccccce 17 
MUMS Sictee dea san VES ea ees Cees gevecccce MOURMOIN coccccccs isene OO 
A Touch of Texas—‘Seven Days Leave’...... oMOUOPM. cecccsscccccee OB 
Dearly Beloved—;‘You Were Never Lovelier’..Chappell .......... cheese OO 
5 FS BO Reyer beers eee eee OP errs 
PEAMNSAN BOFSNAGS 2 oiciciccccscccccerecs rn 15 
Daybreak—?‘Pvt. Miss Jones’.............se00: PE a6ibba he whadc bene 14 
Moonlight Becomes You—j‘Road to Morocco’,. Famous ................ 14 
Constantly—j}‘Road to Morocco’.............6. Paramount ............. 13 
If I Cared a Little Bit Less........ccccccccees a er eer ee 13 
Pennsylvania Polka ......... peseukeeehees pees, db ebes bida Scaeus 13 
Street of Dreams......... Suarree bee seaee ae Oe ae re 13 
There’ll Never Be Another You—j‘Iceland’.... Morris ................. 13 
Yesterday’s Gardenias ...........ccccccccscces era 13 
{ Get Neck of Chicken—};‘Seven Days’ Leave’.,Southern .............., 11 
Three Dreams—?‘Powers Girl’............00005 EE ci viberegens “wee 
NE CN isu ag ceeins coe sek Seu Paramount ........, —— 
Every Night About This Time............ $606 BNE 6306S ib a hecee's ~ @ 
For Me and My Gal—i‘Me and My Gal’....... Mills ............. 0.0005 9 
8 rer arr boca Robbins~—............. oe 
Se I Oe ce a eens SE 66s 605 oacessses . 9 
Can’t Get Out of Mood—?‘Seven Days Leave’,,Southern .............. 8 
Light a Candle In the Chapel................ . Sere » 8 
OE MOUND cic ae hon caxe0seisascbacetccal . . Beet — 
ane Steam Is Gn the Beam. ..<ccccsccccvvccces ct deg ST ee . 8 
Be Se NE os ncn cvecbensbnnbiears obit BOGE oss cccescccesecs . 8 
Weep No More My Lady..............ceeeees Dorsey Bros. ........... 8 
Yankee Doodle Boy—;‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’, Vogel .................. 8 
Se ee SE onc 5.5 6.4.d Sheed eeaavencor ere 7 
By the Light of the Silvery Moon.............. co snwasalllt LECTURE ETE - 
Over There—j‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’......... Feist .............c0e o @ 
Btaritaht BOnats. ois cc ccc ccoicsassccesvicsccsece me ee 
You'd Be So Nice to Come Home To.......... Chappell ......... 7 
a ere UL TTT eee ee 6 
Out of This World—j‘Powers Girl’............ PE Ssbescsncssnseee O 
POPAGIGE VORIET 6 oiky< ioscnassveccess sac ee Sere erere srccccce 
i BG SEE, ois vnc sce ssdenccecsscsccens LANCOIN cecceccscscesecs 6 
"Tom 28 tne Ary, Br. TOROS. cicsiacsscecacces BE iirak oka rich vn ceaes 6 
NO OP MOL. oc cveccuviecadaccenes pH Seneeeaseser cen cane 5 
MeVOU Vere 5 VO GRE occ kccivcccincs 6 | ee ee ) 
I Lost My Sugar in Salt Lake City............ MEISE owes ceeeccesecee 5 
It's Getting the Best of Me.......... .,. Ambassador » 5 
{f I Ever Get Back to Hannah........ | ee eee - 5 
Be Eee See WEP, 5.5 66 c:aseusseseaces ,. Harms ......... . 5 
SORINE G& CHANCE OW TiVO. eesisiccv cesses tessces POE ccceecesccercccces 5 
Le!) BY Srey rrr err er = BWAY cccccssscsccccces 5 





+Filmusical, *‘This Is the Army’ publishing subsid, 








1 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 





eer ee : Bing Crosby .....Decca 

1. White Christmas (9) (Berlin).......... ) ~ wee : ~ 

: ; ) Charlie Spivak.....Columbia 

‘ , , . . | Vaughn Monroe.......Victor 

2. When Lights Go On (8) (CLP)......... '; fis 

} Ee BOW, sca cs saxvese Okeh 

2 Bis, _-T - lrews Sisters Decca 
3. Five By Five (7) (eeds)...cccccccccces ) Anc : : sialic? 2 6 

-— ; | Freddie Slack........Capitol 

4. Dearly Beloved (4) (Chappell) ‘ § Alvino Rey ehh ae ts Victor 

UGlenn Miller..........Victor 

5. Why Don’t You Fall Love (Harms) j Connee Boswell ..... Decea 

silat } Dick JUTHENS ....0.000 Okeh 

6. Praise Lord (9) (Famous) {Kay Kyser.........Columbia 

See PRE Bes 6c ces 3s se 

7. There Are Such Things (3) (Yankee) } .Tommy Dorsey. ee. Oe 

{Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 


8. Manhattan Serenade (6) (Robbins).... 


** | Harry James.......Columbia 


9. Had Craziest Dream (2) (BVC) ) Harry James Columbia 


ee ) Tony Martin ..Decca 
10. Daybreak (6) (Feist) } Jimmy Dorsey.. Decca 
- * .Harry James...;...Columbia 


OTHER FAVORITES 
(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 
number of weeks in parerthesis are fading, others gaining.) 


Tunes with 


My Devotion (16) (Santly)................ 4} -cnenies ll *-siain A eee 
‘ UVaughn Monroe.......Victor 

SRD gndncae is dvcedeedtdcceeei el Jimmy Dorsey..... .» Decca 
Moonlight Becomes You (Famous)........... Sammy Kaye ........ Victor 
There'll Never Be Another You (Miller)...... Sammy Kaye ........ Victor 
Here Comes Navy (Shapiro)................. Andrews Sisters.......Decca 
oe eee FEQl BOCItVPE... 6s sc oss Victor 
For Me and My Gal (Mills)................ S Judy Garland......... seeen 
(Guy Lombardo.. Decca 

Touch of Texas (Southern)................... Freddy Martin ...... Victor 











3 MUSTS FOR YOUR BOOKS 
I BURNED A MATCH MUMBLE JUMBLE 


(from end to end) 


OGEECHEE RIVER LULLABY 


CAB CALLOWAY No, 36662 Col. 
RYTVOC, Inc., 1585 B’way, N. Y. (ASCAP) 
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Top Niteries Seen Closed in Boston 


Until After New 
In Lesser Spots 


By RUDOLPH ELIE, Jr. 
Boston, Dec. 15. 


Boston's night life was fabulous— 
until Nov. 28. 

With hindsight to work with, it 
now seems inevitable that the break- 
neck pace of the Hub couldn’t have 
gone on forever and that something 
would snap. That such a ghastly 
climax as the Cocoanut Grove dis- 
aster would take place could not 
have been dreamed of, of course, but 
it did take place, and now Boston’s 
night life can be told only in the 
past tense. 

Although the city has recovered 
to a certain extent from the holo- 
caust which claimed nearly 500 lives 
on that Saturday in November, and 
although life has to a certain extent 
resumed after dark, the old hysteria 
has been replaced with sobriety and 
the old headlong search for diver- 
sion with discretion. 

Still closed, and likely to remain 
closed until the turn of the year are 
the major night clubs — Mayfair, 
Latin Quarter, Rio Casino and so on. 
The Beachcomber may reopen to- 
night (Tuesday), but it isn’t definite. 

Lesser Spots Open 

The lesser spots are open, though, 
and business is brisk enough, but 
there’s something of restraint in the 
atmosphere, and mad spending has 


ceased. In any case, although the 
Silver Dollar, Blinnstrub’s, Ort’s, 


Stage Door, Music Box, Village Barn, | 


Vienna Room and half a hundred 
others have been inspected, ap- 
proved and opened (with altera- 
tions), it wasn’t until last Saturday 
night they got rolling, for that was 
the first night there were signs of 
any resurgence whatever. Yet no 


one is deluded that this means busi- 
ness will resume its pre-Grove pro- 
portions until the New Year, if then. 
The hotels have recovered, per- 
(Continued on page 38) 


Roadery Owner, Wife, 
Son Die in Arkansas 
Cottage of Suffocation 


Memphis, Dec. 15. 


Arkansas I 


rood- 
tOaG 


The 


house, 


owner of an 
his wife and small son were 
suffocated last week at the tourist 
cottage attached to their night 
a tragedy of sleeping in an overheat- 
ed room, 
Victims of the unusual accident 
William Ruston Arnold, 57 
owner of the Jungle Inn, 12 miles 
from West Memphis, Ark.; his wife, 
Gladys, 47, and their eight-year-old 


were 


son, Bill. 
The three apparently had retired 
In a_ tightly-sealed room without 


ventilation and had left a gas heater 
burning. The room became 
it was indicated that Arnold had 
awakened in a dazed condition and 
had made an effort to effect an es- 
cape but was unable to do The 
bodies laid undiscovered in the room 


from sintil BPridayv 
irom unth rrigay 


so. 

Wana: n vi, 4+ 

wWiOTiGay PLike tit 

brought the return of their daughter 

from school in Memphi Ske had 
Eines 


aid to break o the room 


WIRTZ-AGVA SNARL 
STILL UP IN THE AIR 


The dispute between Arthur Wirtz 
and the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, over a contract for Wirtz’s 
and Sonja Henie’s ‘Hollywood Ice 
Revue of 1943,’ is still up in the air 
due to the lack of any negotiating 
date between Wirtz and Kenneth 
Thomson. 

Wirtz had promised two weeks ago 
to negotiate with Thomson, exec sec- 
retary of the Screen Actors Guild, 
if more than half of his cast were 
members of either of the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America 
unions. Thomson entered what was 


Lo get 


originally an AGVA dispute because | 


the troupe was organized on the 
Coast and many of the cast, includ- 
ing Miss Henie, held SAG cards. 
Nick Lucas opens at the Hi Hat 
Club, St. Louis, Dec. 18. Set for two 


veeks. 





Year's; Biz Brisk 
but With Restraint 


Allentuck Quits USO 


Max Allentuck has resigned from 
USO-Camp Shows, where he had 
been concentrating on procuring tal- 
ent for cuffo spot bookings. 

Allentuck checked out to rest 
from the effects of a recent illness. 


Owner Shuts Cafe 
Though Fire Dept. 











Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. 

Nixon Cafe, which closed down 
voluntarily to install a couple of ex- 
tra exits following Cocoanut Grove 
disaster in Boston, will more than 
likely lose out completely on the 
big holiday trade as a result of self- 
imposed regulation by Tony Con- 
forti, who operates the spot. Al- 
though downstairs room was given 
a clean bill of health by authorities, 
Conforti acted on his own in.shutter- 
ing. He expected to be ready by 





spot, | 


over- | 
heated while they were sleeping and | 


| Christmas but on account of priori- 
ities, etc., has been having a tough 
itime getting materials and may re- 
main dark until middle of January. 
tremendous 


loss since it 


iThat’s a 
| means cancellation of annual New | show is a puppet act. Lester Oman, 
| Year's Eve shindig and Nixon has | whose ‘little people’ is a standard 
llong been the most consistently turn in niteries and vaude, was ap- 
| profitably nitery operation in town. | proached here last week while 
Meantime, Villa Madrid has re-| Working at Merry-Go-Round by rep- 
opened after five-day shutdown to|resentatives of Arena Managers | 
put in a new exit and also to install | Assn. about possibility of his go- 


ja steel door between kitchen and 
j;dining room. City officials in past 
10 days have inspected more than 


300 rooms and number of violations 
were reported. So far, however, 
there have been no closings, with 
spots making necsssary additions and 
fire-proofiing immediately. Nixon 
was the only case where the shutter- 
ing was voluntary. 

Even a couple of big hotels were 
found wanting but their safety de- 
flections have already been taken 
;care of, and it’s believed if any more 





ones and not of major importance. 





Grants Him Okay 





|ing into 1944 edition of ‘Icecapades,’ 





Star, B’klyn, Closed 
By Moss Despite No 
Stripping in Shows 





Star, Brooklyn, N. Y., oldtime bur- 
ley house, which tried the comeback 
trial the past three months via a 
vaude-revue policy, was shuttered 
after final show Thursday (10) fol- | 
lowing refusal of License Commis- 
sioner Paul Moss to renew permit 
for the house. New show’ was 
skedded for Friday (11) but house 
failed to open. 

Star’s girl show was second to fold 
in a week, the Central, N. Y., failing | 
to put in a bid for a permit renewal | 
and switching to grind film run be- | 
cause of poor biz. 

Although Raymond Bros., opera- | 
tors of the Star, banned stripping | 
and leaned overboard to avoid any | 
semblance of nudity, Moss nixed the | 
application for renewal upon expira- 
tion of a temporary three-month 
license on which house had been 
operating. 

Since reopening biz had only been 
air, the customers out front heck- | 
ling their displeasure at the lack of 
stripping, 

When Moss notified the operators 
there was no dice on the permit re- 
newal and that the house would have 
to shutter, the Charles F. Noyes 
realty firm, owners of Star property, 
reportedly intervened and sought to 
keep house open, but Moss’ decision 
stood. 

Moss declined comment when 
asked why he had rejected the bid 
for a new permit, considering that 
‘dirt’ and nudity were out. 





od 





Puppeteer on Skates 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. 


Latest novelty idea for an _ ice 


which is owned and operated by 
AMA. What rep didn’t know was 
that Oman used to be a champ ama- 
teur skater. He was asked to work 
up something for the marionets on 
skates and deal had _ practically | 
reached the contract stage when | 
Oman’s engagement at local cafe | 
ended. 

‘Icecapades’ has consistently gcre 


first introd'ieing 
on ice in his tramp 
bike turn, then Serge Flash, jug- 
gler, and this season another jug- 
gler, but a femme, Trixie. i 


in for novelties, 


aaele y : 
Joe Jackson, Jr., 





Propose Matt Shelvy As New Chief 


Of AGVA, Dennis 


Facing Induction 


By Army; 4 A’s Board Mulls Choice 





‘Wartime Behaviorism in 
Night Clubs’ 
by 


Sherman Billingsley 
(Famed Stork Club Boniface) 
Will give you an insight of how 


cafe society is reacting to Hitler, 
Musso and Tojo in 


‘Show Business 


at War’ 
theme of the 
of 


VARIETY 


Henie Icery Nabs 











, 





$135,000, Indpls.: 


Tcecapades 706 





Indianapolis, Dec. 15. 

Sonja Henie’s 1943 Hollywood Ice 
Revue grossed almost $135,000 in 11 
night performances here Nov. 26- 
Dec. 6. The take is reported to have 
topped last year’s mark by $22,000. 
Total attendance was estimated at 
100,000. 

More than 20,000 soldiers from all | 
units in and near Indianapolis were 
entertained during the run as guests 
of the show. 

‘Ice-Capades’ 70G in Montreal 

Montreal, Dec. 15. 

Sellout each night of the five it 
played here, and good house for the 
Saturday mat, enabled ‘Ice-Capades 
of 1943’ at the 9,600-seater Forum to 
gross strong total estimated at $70,- 
000 last week. Fans were standing 
three deep Saturday and Sunday and 
there were standees every other 
night. Price was sealed at $2.50 top, 
tax inclusive. 





Stars of the show included Vera 
Hruba, Lois Dworshak, Donna and | 
Bobby Specht, Joe Jackson, Jr., | 
Dench & Stewart and Markus & 
Thomas. 

















| spots are affected, they will be small 
| 
| 
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With Carl Dennis notified that his 
draft board has him slated for 
duction, the international board of 
the Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America met Monday (14) and con- 
sidered a rank and file nomination 
of Matt Shelvy for the post of na- 
tional executive secretary of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 

Dennis, executive secretary of the 
AGVA local in Detroit, had been 


nominated for the post at a conven- 
tion in New York three weeks ago 


in- 


a” . ‘ 'of the AGVA national representa- 
37th Anniversary Number | ’ 


tives and local executive secretaries. 
On his return to Detroit Dennis was 
tabbed for pronto induction by his 
draft board. He then withdrew his 
name from consideration in a letter 
to Walter Greaza, AGVA adminis- 
trator appointed by the Four A’s, 
copies of which went to all the 
AGVA locals. 


The letter was received late last 
week which gave the AGVA field 
staff time to contact each other and 
decide on Shelvy. Consequently, 
when the 4A’s convened Monday a 
majority of the AGVA locals and na- 
tional reps were on récord, via 
telegrams and letters, in favor of 
Shelvy. Four A’s board has ad- 
journed for a week to enable reps of 
union affiliates to consider’ the 
Shelvy nomination. They are due 
to ballot on the proposal] next Mon- 
day. 

Shelvy is currently the AGVA na- 
tional representative in San Fran- 
cisco and before that had held a 
similar post in the Florida area. It’s 
understood that at the New York 
convention of AGVA local executives 
Shelvy was a close second to Den- 
nis in the balloting for a successor 
to Greaza, who’s on loan from and 
overdue to return to Equity. 





Sophie Tucker Extended 
To 10 Weeks at Chi Chez, 
Setting New Mark for Spot 


. . _* 
Sophie Tucker is playing to boff 
biz at the Chez Paree, Chicago, and 





|instead of winding up on Pec. 24, 
the singer stays on until Jan. 8, 


setting a new high run for the Loop 


initery. 


Policy in past years has been for 
Chez Paree to bring in new show 
Christmas eve, but biz has been so 
terrific, with many of the customers 
coming back time ard again, that 
he extended engagement was set 

After a two-year absence from 
Chi, Miss Tucker opened at the Chez 
Paree on Oct. 30, so that she will 
have completed 10 weeks at the 
spot. Last previous mark for the 
nitery was seven weeks. 

She'll be followed there Jan. 8 by 
Joe E. Lewis, after he winds up his 
tay at the Copacabana, N. Y. Lewis 
has been a fixture at the N. Y. nitery 
ince Oct. 1. 


STRIPPER, FAY’S MGR. 
FINED IN PHILLY COURT 


Philadeiphia, Dec. 15 
of Fa} and 


tripper | ed 


id Stanley, 1 
Catherine Lan 
as ‘Cleotoria, were fined in Qua 
Sessions Court here last week as 
result of raid on the West Philly 
vaudfilmer during Holy Week last 
spring. 

Judge L. Stauffer Oliver assessed 
Stanley $50 and $25 in costs. Miss 
Lamphier was fined $25. Two other 
performers, Jean Carrol] and Carol 
Lord, also strippers, were found not 
guilty when detectives testified that 


ldllapPel 
phnier, 


rter 


they were covered by bras and 
jewel-studded G string. Miss Lam- 
phier, the cops said, added suggestive 
motions to he. act. 

Stanley told court he has since 


e.iminated peelers, Houxe policy now 

colored acts, featuring sepia 
name bands. Fay’s was raided along 
with the Troc, ain Izzy Hirst burley 


house, and Carroll's, a midtown 
nitery, last spring when churches 
omplained. 
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b Reviews 





RIOBAMBA,N. Y. | 


Russell Patterson presentation of | 
Jane Froman, Romo Vincent, Chan-! 
dra-Kaly Dancers, Patterson’s Maga- 
sine Cover Girls (8) with Ann Gra- 


ham, Peggy Holmes and Johnny 
Cord, Nat Brandwynne Orch (11), 
Chavez's Latin Band (8): dances 


staged by Dorothy Fox, musical score | 
by Irvin Graham; minimum, $2.50 
week nights and Sundays, $3.50 Sat- | 
urday. 


The New York scene has a boff 
new nitery. It’s the Riobamba, on| 
East 57th Street, and ever since the) 
teeoff last Thursday (10) the spot 
has been packing ’em in. Purported 
to have cost boniface Linton Weil 
over $45.000 to open, the Riobamba 
marks the first venture into the 
nitery field for Weil. It’s one that’ll 
force the other spots in Gotham’s east 
side sector, particularly the Copa- 
banca, to toe the mark, for the lay- 
out bears inevitable physical com- 
parison to the Copa customer values. 

At the $2.50 minimum week nights 
and Sundays. with $3.50 Saturdays, 
the Rio is a fine buy by nitery stand- 
ards, particularly in view of the | 
name show. It’s a small talent lay-| 
out, with Jane Froman and Romo) 
Vincent as the toppers, and two ace 
bands in Nat Brandwynne’s for the 
straight dancing and Chavez's for 
the Latin rhythms. Both musical | 
outfits are long since standard in 
the smart nite spots, and each re-| 
mains a big draw. 

Russell Patterson is billed as the | 
presenter of the show, and it was | 
he who designed the spot and the | 
costumes. In the Latin-American 
idiom, it’s a plushy setting domin- | 
ated by pink, white and blue with 
white overhanging palms accentuat- | 
ing the Latin motif. It’s class all the! 
way. (The name_ Riobamba, inci- | 
dentally, is derived from a town of 
that name in Ecuador, where Pat- 
erson once visited.) 

Weil is the nominal owner, though 
known to have some more or less 
silent money with him. Irving 
Alexander is at the door as general 
manager, and for this first show the 
William Morris. officé, via its 
Georgie Wood, helped stage it in 
order to best show Miss Froman 
and Vincent, both Morris agency 
accounts. 

Miss Froman whams, as usual. A 
fine singer with an arresting brun- 
net beauty, she can also hold an 
audience no matter how tough it! 
might be. And this audience when! 
caught Saturday past midnight—)| 
Saturday midnight audiences are 
traditionally known, of course, as 
the most unruly—was completely 
wrapped up by the soprano during 
her more than half hour on the 
floer. She relegated practically 
everything else on the bill with her 
great sense of showmanship and 
singing ability. It audience 
that even found Romo Vincent, al- 
ways a clever comedy delineator of 
songs, losing his grip at times 

Miss Froman did about a dozen 
numbers at this catching. and, afte 
several encores, still had to beg off. 
‘White Christmas’, her last 
encores, is particularly notable in| 
the way she does it. while she’s 
also doing other tunes that have be- 
come standard with her, plu: 
pawaphrase on ‘Beguine’, the number 


was 


of several 


S a cute 


with which she’s probably best 
identified. 
Vincent is still a fine young 


comedian with his lyrical switches 
on pops, all in character getup. He 
has a fine tenor, in the operatic 
reaches. and he uses his gargantuan | 
proportions to advantage in _his| 
comedy attempts. For the first| 
couple of shows he had been doub-| 


line from ‘Reat the Rand’ missing 
& , I} BeC2t Live mana , MmaSsilip 

the dinner dates here. but is now 

99 Aeon 4, be ® . ~ 

rwar me at the Nic Sitcée the Georve 

Abbott musical folded Saturday 

n yy 


The show’s only other act is the 
Chandra-Kaly Dancers. 


three girls 
and the male feature in native cos- 
tiriming s+h 


uming. and they’re big clicks with 
their South American dances. the 
topoff, of course, being their smash 
samba. The more or less diminutive 
statures of the dancers. however,| 
make it particularly difficult for 
those other than ringsiders to see! 
the turn advantageously, a factor} 
that’s notably in evidence, too, be- | 
cause of the physically low-down) 
nature of their native dances. An| 
elevated platform, would of course, | 
correct that. 

The line. billed as Patterson’s| 
Magazine Cover Girls, may be short! 
on the hoof, but they don’t require | 
any great ability in.that department. 
The eight femmes, all professional 
models, plus their singing-dancing 
leader. Ann Graham. are beauts! 
whose billing is entirely warranted: 
they satisfy their main decorative 
purposes, They’re in two routines, 


with the second, ‘Riobamba’, click- | Hart, 


| terpster, 


while 


terping, 
the 


with 


with the 
Chavez's 


patron 
Latin rythms 


leader also handling the tenor vo- 


cals. are also conducive to south-of- 
the equator terps 

The Saturday 
siderably speeded since a first night 
that, according to reports, needed 
considerable pacing. Dorothy Fox 
has staged the dances, and its a good 
job, too, whiie Irvin Graham's origi- 
nal score satisfies the show’s needs. 


The Rio, following its Thursday | 
opening, had a rather inauspicious) with’ Indian clubs, balls and hat 
second night, when the place WaS| manipulating. 


closed by the authorities for a minor 
infraction of a fire regulation. It | 
all stemmed from a correction re-| 
quired on the refrigeration system, | 
but it was all ironed out after the! 
spot’s cabaret license had been 
lifted for only Friday. Saturday saw 
the place operating as usual. 
Kahn. 


RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


Leo Reisman, Walton & O’Rourke, 


Jane Deering, Eleanor French, Da- 
cita's Rhumba Band; $3 minimum, 


$1.50 and $2 couvert. 


If circumstances dictate this be 


the valedictory of the Rainbow 
Room’s career, it’s going out in 


fine style. It’s to be hoped this is 
not to be the case, and that the 
service unions and the Rockefellers 
get together before anything as dras- 
tic as folding the Rainbow Room 
and Grill becomes necessary. The 
matter is still in a state of negotia- 
tion, and both sides are manifesting 
conciliatory moves to keep the proj- 
ect open. 

Apart from the labor-capital rela- 
tions, managing director John Roy 
has assembled a suave, yet not too 
costly divertissement for the holi- 
day season. He had to impress bal- 
lerina Jane Deerin» into service 
again since Rosita Segovia, Latin 
couldn't clear the immigra- 
tion barriers via Havana, as was 
planned. Miss Deering is a returner, 
as are Walton & O’Rourke with their 
unusual puppet revue, and Eleanor 
French, slick chanteuse, who has 


| made marked progress since last seen 


around the class boites. 

In sequence, Miss Deering opens 
with a waltz routine to ‘Falling in 
Love,’ returning later for a slick 
Spanish castenet routine. Miss 
French, with a fetching new hair-do 
and an engaging mike style, song- 
alogs a well put-together routine of 
standards that run the gamut from 
Berlin to Kern and Johnny Mercer 
to George Gershwin. ‘This Is the 
Army, Mr. Jones’ and ‘White Christ- 
mas’ are Berliniana: ‘I’m Old Fash- 
ioned’ is Kern; ‘Strip Polka,’ done 
in a nice way, of course, consider- 
ing the Rockefeller auspices, is via 
Mercer: and Gershwin’s ‘Embrace- 
able You’ is reprised, as is ‘S’Won- 
derful.’ Miss French is ready for the 
big league in real manner now. 

Walter & O’Rourke do things wit! 
their marionets which apparently 
no performer could get away with 
in this room or anv other cafe. For 
instance. being inanimates, the ‘Chant 
of the Weed’ number, announced as 
a marihuana smoker’s dream, sees a 


| sinister siren conjured up by the 
reefer-addict’s imagination. The 
operatic stew dame is likewise a 
broad hokum number; likewise that 
cute Hawaiian dancer, with an as- 
sortment of naughty bumps no real- 
life grass-shaker could get away 
with. The ‘love birds’ finale is a 
good reprise. 

Leo Reisman’s orchestra is hitting 


on all cylinders. now. The band has 
smoothed al! its edges and it would 
be too bad. indeed, if circumstances 
curbed its career here, where the 
RR customers really seem to like this 
orchestra. as it does Dacita’s rhumba 


combo. Anyway, the Room won’t do 
a foldo Jan. 1. as was an earlier | 
threat, this~ show be 2leer) oer 
until Jan. 19 

Ti Wet K sno 1] i teil th _ tec! - 
nical story on the labor situation as 
egards an impasse that may be 
olved, or otherwise Incidentally 
almost no other nitery, save the; 
suave and justifiably well established | 
Rainbow Room, could witness how 
touching is the potential closing to 


its many well-wishers. There aren't 
a handful of spots in America where 
its clientele would care one way or 
another if something ever happened 
to its career, but the Rockefellers’ 
Rainbow Room is certainly one of 
them. Daily, customers have urged 
management and labor alike to do 
something about solving their squab- 
bles and not jeopardize the continu- 
ance of the RR and RG. This pub- 
lic protest is having its good effact, 
or so it’s hoped. Abel. 


WALNUT ROOM, CHI. 


(BISMARCK HOTEL) 
Chicago, Dec. 11. 

Kassel’s Orch (14), Gloria 

Harriet Smith Dancers (5), 


Art 


ing particularly. Peggy Holmes and| Maurice & Maryea, Raymond Pike. 


Johnny Cord dovetail into the latter 
fn a bit. 

Brandwynne’s outfit plays a sock 
show, as usual, the pianist-maestro 
being one of the best-iri the business 


Jr.; $1.50-$2.50 minimum, 

| Art Kassel’s been booked to appear 
a certain. number of months here 
@ach, year for the pasf 13 years. “In 


show had been con-} 


| 


tation for good musie. His style is 
neither hot nor sweet but a happy 
mediurn. 
At show caught his vocalist, petite 
and brunet Gloria Hart, sang ‘What 
'Do You Think I Am?’, ‘Alexander's 
Ragtime Band’ and Kassel’s ‘Bundle | 
of Blue’, all to good effect. ‘Cub’ 
| Higgins and Harvey Crawford, of 
{the band, click in solo vocal spots. 
| The Harriet Smith Dancers con- 


itribute two routines, opening the 
show with a ‘Water Lily Ballet 


| featuring Gloria Lee. In their clos- 
ling number they're joined by Mau- 
rice and Maryea, ballroom team, at- 
| tractively costumed. The latter 
score with three numbers. Applause 
big. 


Raymond Pike, Jr., juggler, clicks 

Loop. 

BLUE ROOM, N. Y. 
(LINCOLN HOTEL) 


Mitchell Ayres Orch (15) with 
Judy Marshall, Dick Dyer; mint- 





/mum;: 75c minimum week nights; $1 | 
| Saturdays. 
| 


| Mitchell Ayres, like most every- | 
one else, has been having his 
| troubles keeping personnel up to re- 
lquired number of men, but withal 
he’s leading a neat little combination. 
|While it can’t be labelled excep- 
tional, this group of four sax, four 
trumpets, two trombones and four 
| rhythm does a good job. 

| One of its faults will probably be 
, corrected as soon as the men realize 
|that they're off the merry-go-round 
they've been on for three or more 
months, i.e., a road trip and all that 
entails currently. They play too 
loud, particularly for dinner. Once 
they get used to the room that un- 
doubtedly will be corrected. Other 
fault is contributory to the above. 
Ayres and his partners (this is a 
four-way co-op crew) have an idea 
about four trumpets and two trom- 
bones against four sax. Maybe it'll 
work out eventually, but the im- 
mediate reaction here is that there’s 
too much brass, at least too many 
trumpets, 

From a musical standpoint the 
band plays with good tone and spirit 
and its rhythms are fine for dancing. 
Ayres helps things occasionally by 
inserting highly aceptable violin 
solos. 

Judy Marshall, vocalist who was 
added to the band the night caught, 
is a find. She has never worked with 
a band before and once she gets 
straightened out with this outfit 
should prove valuable. Dick Dyer 
handles ballads in nice voice, which 
would probably improve if he 
learned to open his mouth and sing. 

Wood. 


LYNCH’S, PHILLY 


(HOTEL WALTON) 








Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 

Henny Youngman, Senor Wences, 
Maurice & Betty Whalen, Gerardos, 
Ruth Clayton, Glamour Girls (16), 
Eddie DeLuca Orch (6), Caney 
Rhumba Band (6), Rose Gallo, Bub- 
bles Shelby, Lorene Rhoda, Kmar; 
no cover or minimum; dinners, $2 











—————— 








haps, better than any other single 
group, but only two of them have 
much to offer in the way of excite- 
ment, the rest sticking pretty close 
to their lounges and cafes. Saturday 
night the Copley Plaza was the live- 
liest place in town, having started a 
new series of attractions in its main 
ballroom. So it had Eddie Oliver’s 
orchestra with Morton Downey in 
the Oval Room, drawing a crowd 
which overflowed into the Sheraton 
Room; it had John Kirby's orchestra 
downstairs in the Cclonial Room, 
and it had Jack Teagarden’s orches- 
tra in the main ballroom. Between 
the three, it drew pretty 


all but normal. 


Top Niteries Closed 


—— Continued from page 37 


close to | 
29000 covers, and the atmosphere was 





Melillo issued warnings to 11 hotel 
bars and resorts that they must im- 
prove exits and other conditions or 
face closing. 





Many Violations in Mo. 


St. Louis, Dec. 15. 
The campaign to prevent a repe- 
| tition of the recent Cocoanut Grove, 
Boston, disaster in Missouri niteries 
hit Springfield, Mo., the largest city 
in the southern part of the state 
last week when operators of nite 
spots in that city and Greene County 
| were visited by sheriffs. 
Many violations were reported. 





K. C,, St. John’s, Tragedy 


It did not recall, though, the ’ 
hectic days prior to Nov. 28. At that | ot wit hs cats tees re 
time, business in all nightspots, | < ave 


theatres and film houses was noth- 
ing short of fabulous. The crowds 
roamed from one spot to another, | 
jamming them to the doors, 
practically fighting for a chance to 
spend money. One place alone (the 
Latin Quarter) was reported to be 
running ahead of the previous year | 


and | 


by more than $3,000 a week in the | to 


true in lesser 


for 


held 
course, 


take, and this 

amounts, of 

others. 
Servicemen Swell Biz 

The city has had more than its 
share of servicemen swarming into 
the city on weekends from Forts 
Devens and Edwards as well as 
from the many outposts in the vi- 
cinity, and these, with the varying 
numbers ‘of British sailors in port 
most of the time, had swelled the 
night spots beyond all semblance of 
normality. 

Until the disaster, 
and other inconveniences had not} 
appreciably cut patronage. Week- 
ends were terrific in any case, and 
the new Monday schedule of the 
downtown department stores, now 
open from 1 to 9 p.m., brought in 
additional patronage on that usually 
quiet night. Coming coincidentally 
with the disaster, however, was a 
strict army order for a seaboard 
dimout. The order had teeth in it 
and Bostonians obeyed—with the re- 
sult that the week of Dec. 1 found 
the city as gloomy literally as it 
was figuratively. This week brings 
with it gubernatorial suggestions for 
a considerable cut in pleasure driv- 
ing with the admonition that if it 
doesn’t diminish sufficiently, pleas- 
ure driving will be absolutely out on 
Sundays and around the week, if 
necessary. The effect of all this on 
the entertainment world in the Hub 
cannot be minimized, and though 
business is likely to get a little bet- 
ter than it is right now, it is strongly 
to be doubted if it ever comes near 


gas rationing | 





up. 


Spurred by the boom in biz that 
has hit Philly niteries in general, and 
| the Walton Roof in particular, Jack 
| Lynch is beginning to unbuckle the 
| bankroll, slowly getting back to the | 
|}name policy which he abandoned a 
| year ago. 
| Studding the 


bill are two acts, | 
| either of which 


could be termed 
headliners—Henny Youngman and 
| Senor Wences. Youngman, when 
| caught, was battling a heavy cold— 
but despite this handicap had the 
| customers in the palm of his hand 
with his comic routines, trick fiddle 
stint and -oxpert showranship in 
m.c.ing the topnotch show. 

Wences again proves he’s tops as 
a ventriloquist. Making his initial 
appearance here (he’s been at the 
¥ | 





le theatre <avrarn! Tru 
on jhe anny © eis Sig RE See aa aaa 
mPenor's rour-way conversation | 






| with 


‘Pedro’ (a head in a wooden 
DOx) is sure-fire. In addition Wences 
shows..theat he takes no back seat 


|; when it 
juggling. 
| Also new here are 
Maurice and Betty. 
of good-looking youngsters who per- | 
form a difficult acrobatic routine. 
| making it appear as simple. The gal 


comes to difficult feats of 


the Whalens, | 


They're a couple 


| member is particularly easy to look | 


at. The Whalens perform their stint 
in neat-looking scanties. 

. Ruth Clayton, attractive chanteuse, 
is a holdover who continually keeps 
changing her material. When caught 
she was excellent with a couple of 
comic tunes, ‘White Christmas’ and 
‘Falling in Love with Love.’ 

_ The Gerardos, also holdovers, con- 
tinue to develop into what may well 
a an ace ballroom duo one of these 
aays., 

Lynch's line of lookers is attired in 
lavish costumes in their three pro- 
duction numbers in which Miss Clay- 
ton provides the vocals. The finale 
is @ patriotic number, with the en- 
tire cast winding up the proceedings 
with the national anthem. 

The band, under leadership of 
Eddie DeLuca, deftly accompanies 
the show. Caney's rhumba unit takes 
| care of the interim music. 
| The spot (600 capacity) 





was Vir- 


for a show accompaniment, along that time he’s built up a solid repu- tually filled when reviewed. Shal. 


the peak it achieved before Nov 
98. or until the lights go on again. 


New N.Y. Riobamba 
Closed for 1 Night 


Inhibited by the recent Boston 
nitery catastrophe at the Cocoanut 
Grove, the shape of things to come 
in all night life was evidenced when 
the new Riobamba, N. Y., was forced 
to shutter one day after it premiered 
last Thursday (10). The Fire Dept. 
wanted certain technical violations 
corrected and many customers were 
turned away Friday until the situa- 
tion was fixed up. Spot reopened 
Saturday. 

Linton Weil is the operator For- 


. ee 


Guido’s Sapphire Room, etc.) 
East 57th street, and cost 
000 to reopen, including the Russell 
Patterson-designed revue, with Jane 


| Froman and Romo Vincent toplined 


for four 
closed in 


Miss Froman is in weeks 
only; Vincent just 
the Band.’ 

Cafe talent bookers and buyers 
agree that a new edict against cafe 
crowding is inevitable; that mass- 
capacity places will no longer get 
away with ‘dancing on a dime,’ and 
that a stricter adherence to’ fire- 
proofing inflammables, more exits. 
etc. is a must from now on. 





Det’s New Restrictions 
Detroit, Dec. 15. 
As a result of the Boston fire, the 
| State Liquor Control Commission 
las® week slapped on new rigid regu- 
lations for Michigan's 18,000 licen- 


called upon for enforcement. 


Youngstown Closes 15 Clubs 





Youngstown, O., Dec. 15. 

| Fire Chief Michael J. Melillo has 
| ordered 15 night clubs and private 
i clubs closed because of fire hazards. 


i|names of 
| known. 


is on | public 
some $40.- | 


‘Beat | 
| 


sees, with local and State police | 


perished in the Knights of Columbus 
fire here, 78 have been identified. 
Military censors will not release 
victims until all are 
Rescuers are still digging 
in the ice-covered wreckage for more 
bodies. 
Most of those who died are said 
have been American and Ca- 
nadian service men. It was reported 


all the | unofficially that five American sol- 


|diers had been identified. Witnesses 
Say many of the service men gave 
their lives in an attempt to save 
girl companions. Latest checkup 
shows 104 in hospitals and emer- 
gency dressing stations. Cause of 
the fire has not yet been. estab- 
lished, 


Hazards in 12 M’w’kee Spots 


Milwaukee, Dec. 15. 
Fire hazards were found in 12 out 
of 64 dancing spots in’ the suburbs 
surrounding Milwaukee as the re- 
sult of an intensive investigation 
made as a followup to the recent 
Cocoanut Grove disaster in Boston. 


Paper decorations, obstructed 
exists, doOrs opening inward, open 
wiring, rubbish, shaky railings, un- 
protected heating pipes, illegal gaso- 
line storage, blocked doors, loose 
plaster and no light bulbs in fixtures 
| over exits were conditions ordered 
| remedied if the niteries wished to 
remain in business. 


Close Chi Nitery 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Tightening up on fire rules here, 
following the Boston disaster, has 
resulted in only one night club being 
closed, although there are many 
places, especially among the smaller 
spots, which need to be looked into 
for fire hazards. While the large 
loop places are adequately protected 
and regularly inspected, there are 
hundreds of outlying clubs that need 
attention by the City’s fire depart- 
ment, which is moving very slowly. 

First night club here to feel the 
| effects of increased fire vigilance is 
| the 5100 Club, which was ordered 
iclosed last week until certain 
| changes were made to comply with 
} present fire department regulations. 








Springfield Probe 
Springfield, Mass., Dec. 15. 

Fifty-eight Springfield dine and 
dance places are operating without 
a state license, it was disclosed here 
last week as local and state investi- 
gators pressed their probe into local 
niteries to see if all regulations were 
being heeded. 


Not a_ single local niery had a 





— : ‘ ~ “eee o% §F 

RROD “Te 2-Sox, oe A epartera ob $ y, 
safety, which is necessary 

!under Massachusetts law for all 


| 


places selling liquor. 


Held Fer Arson 


| Pomeroy, O., Dec. 15. 
Eugene Harless, 19, has been 
| Placed in jail at Pomeroy, O., under 
| $2,500 bond, on charges of having 
set fire to the Shenang Springs night 
club, near here, which was com- 
pletely destroyed. 


Des Moines Heat On 


Des Moines, Dec. 15. 

With local officials warned that 
they had better tighten up liquor 
;and gambling law enforcement in 
|town or run the chance of having 
| military officials declare Des Moines 
|out of bounds, the heat has been on 
| everywhere the past few days, in- 
\cluding all the honky-tonks and 
swanky swigs. Raids of every 
description are rampant. 

In addition, the city building de- 
partment is investigating the ade- 








quacy of all exits for taverns, clubs, 
dancehalls and other places where 
70 or more persons are gathered at 
jone time. 








$3.\A0ny, 
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AGVA in Philly Winning Wage Fight 
Despite Snags of Booker Combines 





Philadelphia, Dec. 15. 

The local American Guild of Va- 
yiety Artists is quietly winning its 
fight for higher wages for its mem- 

ers 
. Although the Entertainment Man- 
agers Assn. and the Cabaret Bookers 
Assn. turned down AGVA’s 10% 
‘cost of living’ increase in its scale, 
ihe individual bookers are paying 
the new prices, according to Dick 
Mayo, AGVA'’s executive secretary 
vere. 
Mayo had threatened to open his 
own booking office when the two ten 
percenter organizations voted to re- 
ject the new price scale. He received 
contributions from locals in other 
cities and had built a war chest 
for the battle royal. 

But no battle ensued. The more 
jmportant booking offices said they 
would abide by AGVA’s new prices, 
despite the vote of their two organ- 
izations. Some of the smaller book- 
ers tried to beat the new prices and 
found themselves without acts. En- 
tertainers just refused to work at 
the old scale and went to bookers 
who were paying the higher prices. 
It was as simple as that. 


As a symbol that all is serene—at | 
least for the present—Mayo attended | 


a dinner last night (Monday) at 
Palumbo’s tendered to the outgoing 
and incoming prexies of the EMA— 
Jimmy Loughran and Florence Bern- 
aid, respectively. 


From Nitery to Concert 


San Francisco, Dec. 15. 

Orelia and Pedro, Afro-Cuban 
dancers now in their fourth week 
at Nino Brambilla’s swank La Fiesta 
night club, resume their concert 
bookings in February, playing San 
Francisco, Seattle, Vancouver, Port- 
land, Los Angeles and San Diego, 
followed by a two weeks at the Te- 


atro Bellas Artes in Mexico City 

They will be guest stars at a gala 
performance of the Frisco Opera 
Ballet, under the direction of Wil- | 
Jiam Christensen. Orelia & Pedro 
carry their own bongo drummer, 
Jose Garcia, from Havana’s Casino 
de la Playa Orchestra. 

Margel Gluck, once featured as 
femme vocalist with John Philip 
Sousa’s band, is technical advisor 
at 20th-Fox on the filming of the 


‘Stars and Strips 


Sousa | 


Forever.’ 


ography, 





PHIL 
REGAN 


Term Contract 
20th Century-Fox Studios 





Personal Representative: 
FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 
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seme ee, 


fag file or comprehensive 


of comedy material. Please state de- 


tails and price. 
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Buck-Bubbles Out Of 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. 

Buck and Bubbles, although orig- 
inally billed, weren’t in tab version 
of George White’s ‘Scandals’ when 
it reached Stanley theatre last Fri- 
day (11), team having been called 
back to the Coast for retakes on 
‘Cabin in the Sky’ (M-G). Dancing 
comics were paged by studio for 
quick trip west right in the middle 
of the day during a performance of 
White revue in its previous stand, 
Waterbury, Conn. 

They'll rejoin ‘Scandals’ possibly 
within next two weeks, as soon as 
they finish up at Metro. Meantime, 
White doesn’t plan to replace Buck 
and Bubbles with another act inas- 
much as show is laying off week be- 
fore Christmas and when it reopens 
Xmas day they expect to be back in 
the cast. 


Pitt Roadhouses 
Still on the Move 
Due to Gas Ration 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. 
into town for the out- 














Moving Day 


jreturning from 
|Casino Atlantico, launches the Har- 


Harlequin, N. Y., Adds 
Cocktail-Supper Show 


Reva Reyes, Mexican 
Rio de 


songstress, 
Janeiro’s 


lequin Room on 60th street today 
(Wednesday) for cocktails and sup- 
per. New boite, just above the Co- 
Ppacabana, being operated by Leo, 





‘Scandals’ Tab for Film | 


Bernie Dolen 


and later operator of Leonello’s. 

Supporting Senorita Reyes will be 
& Jan August, and 
Phil Ellis. 


CHATTERBOX, 
PITT., BLAZE 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. 

One fireman was killed and 150 
overcome by smoke in a fire at the 
William Penn Hotel, town’s biggest 
inn, early this (Tuesday) morning. 

Smoke was first noted in The Chat- 
terbox, grillroom nitery of the Penn, 
by June Robbins, the singer. She 
told Bandleader Arthur Ravel and 
he got the nearly 100 guests at the 
Supper-dance_ session to file out 
quietly. 

Flames started in a sub-basement 
beneath the Chatterbox and smoke 
was so heavy firefighters could only 
stand it for a couple of minutes at a 
time. Most of the damage was con- 
fined to storage rooms where loss 








| injured firemen, 


of-the-way spots continues here, 
| with gas rationing cutting into biz | 
more and more along the highways. 
'Don Metz, who operates Sky Vue 
across from the County Airport, has 
taken a lease on the Club Casino, 
Oakland. and Mercur brothers, who | 
operated Nut House in Millvale for 
| years have bought old Wolfendale 
hotel on Northside and will begin | 
immediately to convert it into 


ewball emporium. In Metz’ 


he plans to continue at the Sky Vue 
for awhile, until after New Year’s | 
Eve, at least, but Mercurs closed 
their Millvale spot couple of weeks 
ago. 

Bill Green's Casino, about 10 miles 
from downtown, has begun to cut 
down already. Green eliminated his 
dinner sessions ] week, and with 
biz falling off at least 50%, he’s said 
to be plotting a weekend operation 
only if he isn’t successful in getting 
a big downtown room. Pines has 
already dropped music and enter- 
tainment, serving meals only, and 
several more expect to fold momer 
tarily. 

At the same time biz 1 the ] 
town spots has picked up a bit w 1 
the second week of gas rationing 
and cafe belt in Golden Triangl« 
looks for a steady improvement just 
as soon as the nite-lifers get used to 
tne idaea 


FT. WORTH SPOT STAYS CLOSED ., 


Fort Worth, Dec. 15 

For the first time in many yea 

tne B ac} ( ¢ € | ( € 
Venetia Ball n for holiday 

~ ( é 


Paul Laval and Dick C es have 
penne ‘My Joe Vin Joe which 


Leeds Music wll } 








“THE FIRST LADY of 
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DEAR HARRY, BILL, JESSE, LARRY, ARTHUR, SAM 


“A FEMME BING CROSBY” says Variety 
and the Cincinnati Press RAVED! 
HOTEL ASTOR ® NEW YORK 


the BLUE” (Network) 


A “SMASH” Debut at GLENN 
RENDEVOUS, Newport, Ky. 


as 
ee) 


case, | 








reached around $75,000, according to 
Manager Tom Troy. Dead fireman 
| was Michael Burke. Only employee 
injured was Paul McCarthy, a stew- 
ard, 

Normal routine of hotel wasn’t in- 
terrupted although the smoke-filled 
corridors forced many guests into 


| the lobby where emergency sleeping 
| quarters, 


as well as a hospital for 
were set up. 

Chatterbox cannot be used for! 
some time, so supper-dancing will be | 
held for time being in the Terrace 
Room on the lobby floor 





TORONTO ICE CARNIVAL 


DROPPED FOR DURATION 


Toronto, Dec. 15. 
For the first time since World 
War 1 the annual carnival of the 
Toronto Skating Club will not be 
staged next spring. Presence of 


many men and women members in 
the armed service or engaged in 
war work, plus difficulty in securing | 
co 1€ te and properties | 
are reasons for the cancellation of | 
i Ow n Vit! 400 perfo 
ers, grossed annually $75,000 - $100,- | 
000 for five nights of performances 

Lneé€ Maple Leafe Gardens 12.500 

iter nere 

I lished 1907 ice Va 
as al first a one-night affai. for 
club m¢ D€ but steadily progressed 
Int it Ss no Claimed to be one 
f e fore nners o he elaborate 
ice-shows now on the road, Several 
members of the Toronto Skating 
Club have consistently turned pro- 
fessional o headline current ice- 
hows. One ember was Stewart 
Reburn, now with the 48th High- 
l lers, who w Sonja Henie’s first 
) er ¢ ide of the A 
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P] re€ € € ( ¢ 
qaischnargea patie oOo ente aetense 
work. Local Red Cross is sponsoring 
the plan, with many of the patients 
already signed up. 

Walter (Loew Circuit) Conley 
flashing an A-1 health report. 


Jordie McLean, who appeared for 


| the Shuberts and in other legit pro- 


Broadway, is making 
although still confined 


duct on 
headway here, 
to bed. 

Ann Comerford and Patricia Naomi 
Edwards among the. outst 


ions 


comebacks here. 

Joe (IATSE) McCarthy, graduate 
of the colony, greets the gang with 
Xmas cheer and states he’s on the 
job bac _ age daily 

Walte A. Brown, ex-bdurlesque 


Geile man and now floor manager 
of the Hotel Essex, Boston, 
holiday greetings. 

trail 


Back on the comeback 
the general hospital are Rufus 
Weathers and Dorothy Newcomb. 
Harry ‘Slipfoot’ Clifton is flashing 
| discharge papers 


Write to those who are ill. 


maitre d’hotel of French Casino days | 


anding 


here with | 


from 


Compromise ‘A’ Contract Offered 
To Leon-Eddie’s in AGVA A Dispute 





Toy and Wing Extended 
On Chicago Nitery Date 


Toy and Wing, Oriental ballroom 
dancers currently at the Blackhawk, 
Chicago, with Chico Marx’s orckes- | 
tra, and scheduled to open at the | 
Mayfair, Boston, Dec. 23, for two | 
weeks, have canceled the latter date 
because the Blackhawk management 





and a half more weeks to their origi- 
inal four-week run. 

Following the Blackhawk engage- 
ment Toy and Wing will 
with the Marx orchestra for a thea- 
tre tour, with four weeks of book- 
ings so far set. They 
Oriental theatre, Chicago, 


for one 


Morris agency having come to an 
agreement with the Mayfair manage- 
ment. 








Rainbow Rooms 
Future to Be 


Decided by Fri. 


Decision on continued operation of 





ithe Rainbow Room and Rainbow 
iGrill, N. = will be reached either 
| Thursday or Friday of this week, it 


Hugh 
manager of 


| was pre yesterday (15) by 
R. Robertson, executive 
Rockefeller Center, Inc. 

Robertson said differences between 


the swank nitery management and 
the two American Federation of 
Labor affiliates, Local 16, Waiters, | 
Waitresses & Bartenders union, and 
{Local 89, Cooks’ union, have vir- 
tually been ironed out. The ques- 
tion of shuttering or staying open 

he added, has more or less resolved 

tself around the practicability of 


operating under 


cenditions. 


present wartime 


Eddie Green Bankrupt 


e Green. Harlem vaudevilliar 


$473 
Comedian is emploved withou 

Young & 
debts include taxes 


Dec. 15. of $4 


contract, Dy Rubicam on 
radio. His 


the U. S., 


Green’s pe 


ad l¢ 
payable 15.74 


‘tition tated 


+ 
7 
| 
| 


‘picked up their option and added five | 


continue | 


open at the | 


week, starting Jan. 29, following that 


picked up at a later date, the William | 


i meeting the 


The 
pointed bv 


negotiating committee, 
the Associated 


ap- 
Actors 


and Artistes of America to meet 
with the management of Leon & 
Eddie’s nitery, in New York, has 


| submitted a compromise contract to 
‘the 4A’s international board. This 
| was approved and was the basis 
‘of last night’s (Tues.) meeting with 
the nitery operators, against whom 
AGVA is conducting an ‘unfair’ 
action, 

The pact retains the ‘A’ classifi- 
cation, the original point of conten- 
| tion between AGVA and the nitery, 
with the compromise, according to 
a member of the committee, being 
| based on existing ‘A’ classifications. 
Apparently this refers to the two 








with one-week engagements at the | types of ‘A’ pacts now in operation 
Riverside, Milwaukee; Omaha, jin the N. Y. nitery field. The new 
Omaha, and the Orpheum, Min- | contracts, current with LaConga, 
neapolis. Latin Quarter, La Martinique and 

The Mayfair engagement will be | the Rainbow Room, call for mini- 


{mums of $75 for principals and $45 
ifor chorines. The holdover ‘A’ pacts, 
in force at the Hurricane and 
|; Havana-Madrid niteries have a $60- 
|$40 minimum. Thus Leon & Eddie’s, 
| which refused the $75-$45 demand, 
| might conceivably accept the $60- 
| $40 offer. L-E’s was paying $50-$30 
| when the dispute started and is now 
i paying $50-$35. 

| It is understood that the compro- 
| mise offer calls for the $60-$40 mini- 
}mums to be effective only to June, 
| 1943, after which they would jump 
to $75-$45. Also that the nitery 
would be permitted 21 shows a week 
to be played as desired, instead of 
being limited to three shows a night 
‘with a 21-show maximum. Thus the 


spot, which does four shows a night 
and 26 a week, would have to pay 
pro-rata for five extra shows. 

The musicians union, Local 802, 
has the nitery classed as a ‘B’ spot 
for afternoon shows and an ‘A’ spot 


for evenings 
The negotiating 
nitery 


committee is 
Management 


Sans 


the services of chairman Lawrence 
Tibbett, who is singing in Philadel- 
phia However, he has approved 
the offer 


Fine of 3 Stooges 
Undergoes Operation 


Julie Fine (Curly) of the Three 
Stooges was operated on Monday 
| (14) in Fraxton Hospital, Utica, N.Y., 
for an infection of the neck. His eone 
dition reported good. Act had 
ar ple ed three days at the Stanley 

heatre there wit loctor ar nurse 

f Curly 
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| Bob Ast panda to | ¢ 

Y ea that nouse vith they d 
i) ¢ 

Jules Styne and Kim Gannon 

leffed ‘Don’t Worry,’ ‘I'll Do It For 
You’ and ‘Left, Right.’ to be ing in 

Salute For Three’ at Paramount. 
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Increasing Number of Flons Eases 
Theatre Shortage’ on Broadway: 
Dearth of Musicals Unprecedented 


Possibility of a house shortage on 
Broadway has further eased up, the 
flop percentage having cropped up as 
forecast. An unprecedented factor 
is the continued dearth of new musi- 
leaving houses mostly devoted 
type of show available for 

plays. Emphasized _ that 
reversal of former sea- 


cals, 
to that 
straight 
there 1S a 


+ 





sons, when scoring musicals are first 
to arrive in the autumn, with 
straight-play clicks following. 
Currently three theatres of large 
capacity are tenanted by comedies, 
‘Without Love’ being at the St. 
James, “Native Son,’ Majestic, and 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ which has moved | 


into the Broadway. A fourth musi- 
cal house may be used similarly, it 
being planned to switch ‘Junior Miss’ 
into the 46th Street next week, that 
spot being vacated by ‘Beat the 
Band’ Saturday (i2). 

Slowness of musicals to be pro- 
duced has been a break for the hold- 
over tune-and-dance shows though 
the stayers slipped in the pre-Christ- 
mas slump last week. Three 
straight-play leaders, ‘Without Love,’ 
‘The Pirate’ and ‘Skin of Our Teeth,’ 
all helped by name leads, got better 
grosses than some run musicals, ex- 


ceptions being ‘By Jupiter,’ though 
it slipped, and ‘Star and Garter.’ 
‘Stars On Ice’ stood up fairly well 
but it’s not really classified with 
musical comedy and revue. 

Time Ripe for Musicals 

Time is more than ripe for new 
musicals but none of major propor- 
tions will arrive until ‘Something 
for the Boys,’ slated for the Alvin 
after New Year's. ‘New Faces,’ an 
intimate revue, will bow in before 
that but a flock of others has heen | 
in preparation for tke past two 
months. 

Three musicals were presented 
during the fall, ‘Count Me In’ and 
‘Beat the Band’ having already been 
withdrawn, both total losses. ‘Rosa- 
linda’ (44th Street) is the third, an 
operetta-type show being the sole 


aided by a specialized draw 
adapted from 


‘Die Fleder- 


Survivor, 
It is virtually a revival, 
grand opera (originally 
maus’). 


| 


New Year's eve tickets have been | 
on sale for some weeks. One musi- 
cal Garter’) has a top of $8.80, the | 


highest There are five 
charging $6.60, while a quintet of 
Straight shows is priced at $5.50; six 
of the latter type raised the top more 
moderately to $4.40, while the bal- 
ance will not boost the reguar prices 

There are no premieres this week 
Coming next week: ‘Three Siste 
Barrymore; ‘Flare Path,’ Mille? 
(‘Janie’ due to move to the Bilt- 
more), and ‘New Faces’ (formerl) 
‘New Shoes’). Ritz 


Del Bondio, Haring 
Placed in Charge Of 


Wiman Enterprises 


J. H. Del Bondio and Forrest Har- 


ing have been appointed snnnangers in 


charge of Du eht Deers man’s en 
2 SN LP SSuismaeres 
terprisés in’ the absence of the iattel 
In war work. Latter has gone to Lon- 
don to handle entertainment for the 


Red Cross. Duo intends 
production for the office 
cepting scripts for consideration. 

Oscar Serlin Associates was 
by that manager to also continue ac- 
tivities of that office in the event he 
went into the Army. His service duty 
was deferred, since he’s over 38 years 
of age. 


to continue 


and is ac- 


The Woes Increase 


Milwaukee, Dec. 15. 
Legit theatre managers who in off 
s€asons have depended upon local 
rentals to keep out of the red 


others | 





Sylvia Sidney-‘Pygmalion’ 
Open Holyoke Theatre 22d 


Holyoke, Mass., Dec. 15. 
After several false starts, the 
modeled Holyoke theatre is due to 











great contribution to 


Bert Lytell 


in an editorial feature 


at War’ 

theme of the 

37th Anniversary 
of 
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The Stage Door Canteen, legit’s 
service- 
men’s entertainment and welfare, 
will be the topic of discussion by 


for 


‘Show Business 


Number 








Shows’ Radio Ad Plans 
During N. Y. Newspaper 
Strike Falls Through 


Plans for Broadway 
vertise on the air over four 
were made Monday (14), 


not go through. League 


but 


shows to ad- 


stations 


it did 
of Ne 


Ww 


York Theatres proposed a deal for 


17 combined spot announcements 
over a five-day period, it being fig- 
ured the newspaper strike situation 
would be cleared up by the end 
of the week. Word was sent the 
'press agents of the various attrac- 
| tions, asking for telegraphic con- 
|firmation but not one response was 
received by James F. Reilly, Lea- 


gue’s executive secretary. 


Idea was to broadcast in the fore- 


noon, a bit after noon and at 5:30 
p.m. The announcements would 
have totalled 50 minutes between 
ry - | 
| Tuesday and Saturday (15-19) at a 
cost of $150 per show. Why the 
plan did not materialize was not 
clear, as it was not a matter of | 
| cost, since daily newspaper insertions 
cost a minimum of $600 weekly per 
show. While the legits delayed, | 
|picture houses snapped up some of 
the time arranged for 


formed 


are | 


finding now that even this field has | 


been affected by the war. 


Male choruses have been so de- 


pleted by the departure of members | 
for the armed forces that they have | 
Called off all concerts for the dura- | 


tion. Instrumental groups are in the 
Same situation, while 
froups, too, have become inactive, 
Nith their members largely em- 
ployed in war industries that they 


for re dal 


SO 


reatio! and 


women’s | 


i given its 
Roche 


|} presented early in 1943, 
Stevens 


open Tuesday (22) with Sylvia Sid- 
ney in ‘Pygmalion.’ Al and Belle 
Dow had announced and advertised 
opening on 15th with ‘My Sister 


° . 

Eileen.’ After running ads for nearly 
5 : 
ja week, they were withdrawn and a 
| cryptic substitute said that extra 


renovations would take more time 
Week will open on Tuesday and 


re- | 


~ Following Convictions on ‘Wine 
Shubert Remark Key to Son Episode 


Bway Censorship Threat Declines 





Laugh Story 


lrun until Sunday inclusive, with , 

| Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday Here's — of the recent laugh 

| matinees. Evening tops. will be | stories going the rounds. P 

| $1.65 and matinees 83c. House seats | Advance man Joe Flynn is re- 

[about 1,200. Dows expect to fol- | ported carrying a camp stool 

|low with ‘Tobacco Road,’ with John | in making the jumps, and when 

| Barton. | the trains are crowded, as fre- 

a _ ;} Quently true since the war's 
| start, he sets it up in the aisle 
| and plants himself. 

1626 LOST By Stool cost $2.39 and he claims 
| to have nearly made a profit to 
date. Flynn explains that in 


3 LEGIT FLOPS: 


sented particularly heavy losses. 
‘Beat The Band’ at the 46th Street | 
budgeted for $80,000 
dropped at least that much. 
parable is 
dropped 


was and 


Com- 
the amount of money 
musical, which withdrew from the 
running 
or more 
more than that number had pieces of 
‘Band’. 

The 


weekend 


of 
were 


duo closings over the 
costly | 


Point’ 


exceptionally 


for straight plays. ‘Yankee 
at ended 
the wrong side of the 
that red including heavy op- 
losses, which were split 
15 backers. ‘The Sun Field’, 
a fast fold at the Biltmore is esti- 
mated to have cost around $40,000, 
loss being reported to have 
| sustained wholly by Howard Lang, 
Coastite making his Broadway de- 
but. Understood that Lang declined 
the offer of a major picture firm to 
participate in the precneten. 


Rochester’s W World Premiere 
Rochester, Dec. 15. 
Slipper.’ first play by Alfred 
the English poet, will be 
world premiere here by the 
Community Player 
yet but will 
with Ro 


which the Longacre, 
$42,000 
ledger, 
erating 
among 


quit 


on 


‘Blue 
Noyes, 





ster 
No be | 


cert | 


date chosen 


airecting. 


recently. There were Six | 
investors in the latter and | 


been | 


going from Detroit to Chicago 
he managed to get a seat but a 
sweet, old lady couldn't find one. 


so he offered her the stool for 
the trip—for which he charged 
her $2 rental. 


Closing of three shows on Broaa- | 
way last Saturday (12) has repre- | 








Yokel, ‘3 Men’ Backer 
May Wind Up in Court 


| Over Deposit at Equity 


with ‘Count Me In’, also a| 


| 


Dispute over money remaining on 
deposit Equity and_ other 
unions, to guarantee the pay of peo- 
ple in the ‘Three Men On a Horse’ 
'revival which 


with 


failed, remains un- 
settled and may be thrown into 
court. Alex Yokel, the show’s pro- 
'ducer, and Milton R. Weinberger, | 
attorney representing Lawrence 
Gelb, the backer, again attempted 
to settle their differences, with Paul | 


N. Turner, of Equity’s counsel. try- 
ing to get them to agree. Weinber- 
ger declared he would sue: $1,600 


is involved. 


Equity Save warning that if forced 


into court proceedings it will de- 


duct legal expenses from the 


|funds on hand. Yokel siaheas he is 
| entitled to the money to pay off 
| obligations of the showing, with the 
| backer intent on getting back any 
~ “ills! 

| part remaining of his investment. 
| Manager contends his contract defi- 
|? nitely provides that debts be paid 
from any balance 

|} “Three Men’ revival ended $11,000 


in the red, 
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By JACK PULASKI 
Threat of censorship on Broadway 


appears to have declined after the 
flare-up following the convictions 
on ‘Wine, Women and Song.’ Why a 
burlesque show, which is what 
‘Wine,’ really was, should have in- 
volved legit is the most annoying 


angle of the situation. 

The incident that sparked ex- 
plosion following the ‘Wine’ episode 
is revealed now being connected 
with the posted, then rescinded, 
closing of ‘Native Son,’ at the Majes- 
| tic. Claimed that Lee Shubert was 
j}needled by a reporter into making 
lan inadvertent remark that the no- 

was given to ‘avoid 


itice of closing 
ltrouble’ after the Shuberts had lost 
ithe license on the Ambassador be- 
leause of ‘Wine, the tenant there. 
Had Shubert said that ‘Son’ was los- 
ing money, which it was, and that 
the show management was in ac- 
cord with shutting down, the outcry 
that brought about an emergeney 
| meeting of showmen, actors and 
authors might not have happened. 
It was wrong timing by Shubert. 
Any expectation that ‘Son’ biz 
would be exceptional after the hue 
and cry has proved wrong. Business 
has improved, takings approximating 
$7,000 last week, but it is doubtful 
if either the show or the house 
profited. It was declared at the 
meeting that a serious situation was 
faced. Colored organizations are 
strong supporters of the ‘message’ 
iin ‘Son,’ and the possibility of riots 
| was indicatéd if the show was taken 
| off at the time intended 
‘Strip For Action’ is announced to 
| close Jan. 3 but there, is a 
ae of business, not the fact that 
it was mentioned as a possibility for 
the censor’s knife. Show manage- 
(Continued on page 44) 
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show's | Firefly’ Loses Identity 


In Rewrite; Title In 
Change to ‘Full Steam’ 





for 








current in 
anged to 
announced 


Revival of ‘The Firefly,’ 
Boston, is slated to be cl 
Full Steam Ahead,’ title 
Philadelphia, where the operetta 
|is due next week. How much re- 
mains of the original show is uncere- 
tain, as Otto com- 
plained that that changes in his orig- 
r of ‘Firefly ad bee re- 

con Re- 
Rudolph Frim|l’s 


} 


Harbach las 


nal book 


writt without 


en 


ported, too, that 


I 


score 1 Oo 


book 


original 

In Philly 
Rowland Leigh, Jean 
Irving Actman. Leigh 
authored ‘Cocktails—Five to 
which flopped in Detroit and 
cago some weeks SI 
is presenting the show, 
ducing Associates, one 
| bert corporations. 


credited to 
Schwartz and 
and Schwartz 
Seven 
Chi- 
ibert 
Pro- 


Shu- 


the 


ago. J. J 
through 


of the 


‘EQUITY MAY NOT ASK 
FOR MINIMUM RAISE 


ONLI POR RP LOWES, BERD | PPREUD: DOO. 6 h-eheP dipyeo 


Equity would like to see its mem- 
bers get additional pay because of 
increased living costs but may not 
insist on raising the $50 weekly 
minimum. It's conceded vithin 
Equity that when the minimum was 
raised from $40 to $50, it worked out 
satisfactorily for part of the mem- 


bership, mostly the younger element. 
It’s virtually admitted, however, that 
the regular $60 and $75 people could 


not get more than $50 because of 
that 

It is now felt that if the latter 
figure is upped, it may similarly 
affect players who are now getting 
$75 to $100. Managers hadn't much 
to say about the boost several years 
ago after the increase went in, al- 
though they protested violently be- 
fore then, but when the rule became 
operative, they appeared to keep 
within the planned budgets. There 
; an Equity committee mulling an 
alternate plan, rather than tilting 
salaries generally. At this time the 
principal aim is to get a concession 
from managers for those shows 
vhich play the road, especially war 


tel where cost Lé { 2 ana 











oe eer 


<cemuaneien demic unin RE ea ae 


3 





St, 
we 





i 
: 





Dineen aE 








to 


LEGITIMATE 


VARTETY 


Wednesday, December 16, 1942 





Plays on 


THE WILLOW AND I 


WwW is N ) I I: 

& Curti David J t 

W te l staxzed vy Dona 

Lb k I 1A $3.50) 1 

Bessie Sut Bar 1 oO 

Tir \imar R 

M Sutro...ccscecess M 

OLIOV .cccceneceosecee I > é 

Th Ore Sutro..cecess Kadw iP 

Millie Sutro.....seees ° Cora Wither 

Dr. Olive Robert | t 

Robin Todd ? 

Kirkland Todd | ...+eeeree- Gregory Deck 

Duk@ Todd.....cccessecvess4 Al bene race 

BAUER. . nr ccccscosseees ° Pauline Myers 

Dr. Truber rer Francis Compton | 
Serious drama entering the list 


during these arduous times must be 
exceptional to capture popularity, 
but first-night impression was _ that 
‘The Willow and I’ approached the 
goal yet failed to score. 

Perhaps the main thing that’s the 
matter with the play is its morbidity. 
Interesting and imaginative, psycho- 


logically but essentially a_trouople | 
story, it is, therefore, certainly not 
escapist. Still it seems to have the 
makings. The new, young producers 
had the right idea, except that the 
timing of presentation was wrong. 


Mara Sutro at 25 tells her maiden 
aunt that one day love will walk 
in through the door. That happens 
when young Dr. Robin Todd comes 
to take over the practice of the aged 
physician who has attended the fam- 
ily. It is love at first sight but no 
sooner does Mara’s sister Bessie see 
Todd than she is desirous of him, 
too. Time of the play is from 1900 
to nearly the present. 

Within a year Mara is to exchange 
vows with Robin under the willow 
tree planted in the family garden 
the day she was born. Bessie is dis- 
traught, intent on suicide. The sis- 
ters struggle for the gun which goes 
off. The shock snaps Mara’s mind. 

Neurosis is the play's main theme. 
Father inclined to be a dipso- 
maniac and later is roliingchair 
case. 
sie and Robin are married. He dies 
leaving a son, grown to maturity in 
the second act. Mara, naw an old 
woman, is a wraith, coming into the 
1iving room and peering out the win- 
dow at the willow tree. Suddenly 
the mists in her mind disappear 
through the shock of heavy thunder 
and thereafter she attempts to piece 
out the* actual happenings that led 
to her derangement. She finally does 
recall. 

Bessie at this time is an aging, 
unhappy woman, too. Near the close 
Mara learns of Robin’s passing from 
his son. Her eyes shine with 
realization that Robin was really ‘the 
man I love.’ The youth, an artist, 


is 


i 
| 


sketches the glory of the woman’s | 
face, the model he has been seeking 


for a mural, as the curtain drops. 
There are very good performanzes 


by Martha Scott, who enacts the 
tragic Mara, and Barbara O'Neil, 
the envious Bessie. Miss Scott is 


comely as a young woman and later 
is cleverly made up as the graying 
one whose life has been wasted. 

Miss Scott, of course, will be 
called from her smash stage hit in 
‘Our Town,’ then had considerable 
success in Hollywood. Miss O'Neil is 
also back from the Coast. Her Bes- 
sie is not sympathetic part but 
she makes The acting 
honors are about even between them. 

Gregory Peck, who attracted at- 
tention earlier season in ‘The 
Morning Star,’ failed, again 
proves to be a fine actor, playing 
Robin in the first act and the son. 
Kirkland Todd, thereafter. Edward 
Pawley, as the dissolute father: Cora 
Witherspoon, as a spinster aunt, and 
Francis Compton, as a compassionate 
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which 
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physician, are best among the others. 
Ibee 
y’ Gs os ¢ * pre nt th 
B ‘ ¥ ‘ 1 
Lang writter Milton Lazaru 
novel of same nat Hey 1 ] " 
staged by Edward Clarke Lilley se 1Z8 
I est Glover; $3.°0 top 
Lefty Hendricks J Brassfield 
Bill Doyl mane Robert Twnr 
Ca Randolp! , Soeee Karl Malder 
Jack Kennel cesesceounss Frat ito 
W ky Cassett cocoees o6 r herman 
Oe ver Betty Kean 
Jin is chico nnstenes Lewis Charles 
MMO. 5c 5 sc0eeeane Katherine Meskilj 
George Wallace....... Donald Rando!ph 
VOTO. BONE. 2 +0460000 -.-Tom Tully 
oy bb Joel Ashley 
Kary! Dumont........ Florence Sundstrom 
Judith Winthrop....... .-Claudia Morgan 
Bell Captain. .Regis Joyce 
ee err Richard Gordon 
Mildred Deagon........... -Fay Baker 
Bessie ...Georgia Burke 
0” -Dorothy Eaton 
Samuel Dickerman...... : Herbert Duffy 
Rookie...... Richard Midg!ey 
Dea END. ... voclachseas Bill Stern 
Plays about baseball seem to be 


hexed. Enough writers have stepped 
to the plate but struck out, 
Sun Field’ being the latest instance. 
And so Howard Lang has, in dia- 
mond parlance, ‘booted one’ in his 
managerial Broadway debut. Coast- 
ite entered production with ‘Good 
Night Ladies’ which he co-produced 
with Al Rosen. Thai play has been 
cleaning up for months in Chicago 

‘Ladies’ has laughs, and that’s what 


*Field’ has too little of, with the re- 


sult that although it has a big le 
production t appears to be oft 
first base First act is somnols 


1} 


btesnmh + 
;sucn a re 


Shortly after the tragedy Bes- | 


the | 


‘The | 


Broadway 





{and while the performance picks uj} 
fin the second and third innings, the 
| pall of the tart ils never overcome 
On the romance end the play isn t 
iso much either. 

Right fielder Tiny Tyler weds 
Judith. a college-bred girl, but soon 
afterwards the guy who is the home 

ijrun king of the league, sudden}: 
loses his batting eye. Thus there 
recalled a similar instance of Just 


‘ al-life occurrence during 
ithe past season, when a prominent 
| outfielder was having trouble at the 
| domestic, as well as basebail plate. 
Story of ‘Field’ has Judith walk- 
ling out on him just when the con- 
|tending teams are to battle in the 
deciding game for the pennant. There 
are men on the bases, with two out 
jin the last half of the ninth and 
|Tyler’s at bat. A hit would tie the 
iscore and a homer would win the 
championship. Tyler strikes out 
| Details of that inning come to the 
|} audience supposedly by radio, it be- 
| ing a recording by Bill Stern, sports 
ouncer for NBC. 


} 


an 
Last act is spotted in Florida, where 
the team is training the following 
| spring. Tyler is playing around with 


another jane when Judith arrives at 
he hotel and deci les she cares tor 
the guy. Why she walked in the 
first place is slurred over. Of course 


the wife wins out, 

There are 20 in the cast, with 
Claudia Morgan playing Judith. 
She’s handicapped by the story. 





| Joel Ashley is Tyler, giving a good 
|account of himself in the first lead 
| assignment, after spending some time 
lon the Coast. Florence Sundstrom 
is the dame who goes for ball play- 
ers and loses the slugger, part be- 
ing unsympathetic. Tom Tully stands 
out as the team’s caustic manager: 
| Katherine Meskill is okay the 
| gabby wife of a player who ‘had me 
|a bad day’; Jay Brassfield is rather 
amusing as a gabby pitcher with a 





as 





cracker dialect; Frank Otto is okay 
'as a revorter; Betty Kean, as another 
ball nlever’s wife. alright. Ibee 

(Withdrawn Saturday after five 
| performances; printed for the rec- 
| ord.) 


R SOLDIERS 








| Drama n ty acts (11 scenes) ) dan 
| Jame ent ed bv Erwin Piscato it 
| the o Theatre of the New School of 
} Snel earce} Y opening Nov ov, 
| 42 bv Shepard Traube; setting, H 
| A 1; $1.10 top 

Cast: Ross Matthew, Lothar Rewalt. He 

) Rerchof, Ronald Alexander, Jofin Al 
man, Hanns Kolmar, Theo Goetz Alfred 
l.. Linder, Voughn George, Michael Carte 
| Paul Jones, Sterling Mace, Paul Marx, drex 
17 vit Re Raver Paul Waene Dol 
| Haas, Alexander Day, Theo Goetz, Mirian 
| Goldir Dar 1 Schatt Geza Korvin Re S 
\" ™ Tevrenz, Jack Lloyd, Fred- 
| erick Tappen, Joe Bernard, Guy Sorel, Bor 

. Sara Strengell, A. Horton ‘ 

f rl \ Bastin, Paula Bau 
R Ben Ari. George Andre. Gilbe 

{7 M n Adams, John Stephens, Orin 
Jar nes David Alexander Nick Pert 
R t ( T ’ 
| A combination of one of Broad- 
| way’s enterprising young directors 
| ea 
land a promising new playwright has 
apparently gained considerable in- 
|terest during the past couple of 
| weeks. The result has been capac- 
ity, or near-capacity, audience it 


| the New School of Social Research 
| down in Greenwich Village for ‘Win- 
ter Soldiers,’ 
and Shepard Tratibe 
| Studio Theatre. 

| Several of the uptown producers 
| have expressed varying interest in 
‘Soldiers,’ a drama of the under- 
ground movement against the Nazis 
in the conquered countries of Europe, 
While ‘Soldiers’ has a 


for the 


staged 





| kind, plus the benefit of some ex- 
cellent and imaginative staging ef- 
|fects by Traube—who will be re- 
called for his excellent directorial 
job on ‘Angel: Street’—there seems 
little « nee that the new drama can 
Cpe x aport | | rottice 
ie on Broadway at the Main 
Stem i] At $1.10-top aowntow! 
| it fine drama that fully achieve 
its experimental purposes with a 
| cast of lesser professionals, a numbe}1 
| of whom were of the European stage, 
’ | pre-Hitler. 
| The author has considerably more 
than a flair for playwrighting, being a 


recent winner of the Sidney Howard 
Memorial Award of $1,500, given an- 
nually by the Playwrights Company 
to budding writers. The money re- 
ceived by James is reported to have 
been expended on this production, 
and its presentation, for art’s sake, 
is thus fully warranted. But the dis- 
parity between art and _ boxoffice 
values has long since been noted. 
Kahn. 





Back in ‘Jupiter’ 
Constance Moore, legit-film 
| tress-singer, missed three perform- 
|ances of ‘By Jupiter,’ at the Shu- 
bert, N. Y., over the weekend, due 
to a cold. She was replaced by her 
understudy, Kay Kimber. 


ac- 


Ralph Dumke returned to the part 

a 
1X- 
ra 


WEAF 


of th 
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mont 


Hercules 


“ae 
ns rest 


week after 
He also does a 
‘ek comedy-record 


idio X 
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> 
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on 


which Dan James wrote | 


better-than- | 
| average production for a play of this | 


Warning on Standees 


Although there has been no 
general police order, managers 
of hit shows on Broadway have 
been advised to keep within the 
limit of standees allowed by the 
regulations, It believed the 
warning is the result of the Bos- 
ton night club fire 

Theatres were warned 
against using extra chairs, some- 
times evidence when all reg- 
ular seats are sold. Pointed out 
that such chairs might clog exits. 


1s 


also 


in 





‘Suit Vs. Rose Franken 


On ‘Claudia’ Commish 
Up in N. Y. Next Week 





Suit of the estate of Adrienne 
|Morrison, play broker who died in 
November, 1940, against Fran- 
ken for a 10% commission of the 
‘Claudia’ earnings, expected to 
come to trial next in N. Y. 


} 7 . } ? 
upreme court, 


Rose 


is 


week 





s New Y 
preme court during the summer of 
1941 by Schwartz & Frolich, attor- 
neys for the estate. Plaintiff claims 
ithat Miss Morrison was instrumen- 
tal in bringing the play to the at- 
tention of John Golden, its pro- 
ducer. 

Sidney Fleisher, representing Miss 


filed in ork ul 


Franken, claims the script was 
written after the play broker's | 
death, therefor she was not instru- 
mental in having it producs Com- 
mission sought on ‘Claudia’ also in- 
cludes the play’s sale to films. David 
O. Selznick bought pix rights for 


$137,000. 


BIZ CUES ‘FACE IT’ 
ON KAYE REPLACEMENT 


If business holds up, a _ replace- 
|ment star for Danny Kaye will con- 
|tinue ‘Let's Face It’ on Broadway 
but the comedian must report to 
Sam Goldwyn regardless for his 
filmusical by March 1. Shooting 
starts April 1, 


Sylvia Fine (Mrs. Kaye) and Max 


{Liebman leave in early January for 
Hollywood to sit in on the story 
scripting with Don Hartman. Yar 


is a war adaptation of ‘The Nervous 
Wreck,’ which Goldwyn filmed once 
|before, with Eddie Cantor, as 
‘Whoopee.’ 


PAT LIDDY HEADS 


| Pa Liddy ran ahead of t ticket 
for new board memb of the 
| Treasurers Club at the annual meet- 
ing in New York Saturday (12) 
{Other winning directors: Walter 
O’Connor, Murray Lang, Juliu 
Specter, Harold Stehle and Rich- 
ard Hopkins 

Officers named were elected 


unanimously as nominated, with Al- 
en Schnebbe again the president. 


Automat’s Radio Show 
Into Lezit Musical 





Alice A 1 I | 4 Cl ry nts \ } ) 
( ! 1 in iavertisil enc’ in 
Philadelphia have yne of 

eir principal acc s the Horn & 
Hardardt Children’s Hour Sunday 
morning (WEAF), are launching a 
juvenile musical comedy of the 
‘Eest Foot Forward’ type Pitle of 
the production is ‘Automatically 


Yours.’ 

Chester Hale wil] direct and stage, 
with songs Blanche Merril! and Leo 
Edwards, and book by Weldon Mel- 
lick, who authored the Bobby Breen 
pictures. 

During the 12 years the Clem- 
entses have produced the H. & H. 
radio feature. Mrs. Clements has 
auditioned more than 100,000 chil- 


dren. Among those who made their | 


'debut under her tutelege are Ezra 
Stone (‘Henry Aldrich’): Pinkie 
Mitchell of ‘This Is the Army’ Con- 


nee Russell, of the Copacabana Re- | 


; vue, Carol Bruce 
sisters, 
| ‘Automatically Yours’ will feature 


and the Moylan 


Gibson, Jean Roy and Micheline | 
Barrett. Age range of the cast is | 
from 16 to 20, including a chorus of 
Chester Hale gir Entire produc- 
1on is being financed by the Clem- 
jentses 


Inside Stuff—Legit 





Chances of plays produced in Greenwich Village, N. Y., once a Broad- 
|way source, to be moved uptown have been further diminished because 
of reputed recent union rulings which would make regular presentations 
‘prohibitive’ in cost. Equity actors are permitted to appear downtown 
for less than the established minimum, or without pay at all. Nor have 
stagehands demanded regular crews for the little showshops, although 
placing a man here or there. 

Recently, however, it is reported that the stagehands’ union decided that 
the event of Village tryotfts moving uptown, managers would have tc 
|}pay the crews then employed from the date of the original opening. The 
|retroactive idea of pay for work not done is interpreted to be a move to 
hold down the number of little theatre productions in N. Y. It might 





ir} 
aaah 


| 

;not prevent managers from taking over one-setters but the others are 
| doubtlessly out 

| New rule practically eliminates the chances of ‘Winter Soldiers’ from 


moving uptown, although last week that drama was again mentioned as 
having attracted managerial interest. Play calls for a large cast and 
numerous scenes, latter factor indicating a heavy stage crew. If the deck- 
hands were given retroactive pay that item would be comparable to the 


cost of new settings, which would also be required to conform to union 
regulations “Soldiers” is current at the Studio thteatre of the New 
School of Social Research. 


Although ‘Her First Murder,’ which brings ZaSu Pitts back to the legit 


stage, was recently reported favorably received in St. Louis, where the 
whole of the rewritten script went on, cast has been under pressure 
because of one thing or another. Playing one nighters has been accom- 


panied by transportation delays and vexing living accommodations. Two 
new players were summoned as replacements from N. Y., while there were 
several changes from one part to another, with the result that rehearsals 
have been the rule daily. 

Under the Equity rules new plays can be rehearsed, right along in try- 
outs so long as the players are not kept on the job more than eight hours 
daily. That means that as night performances usually ring down around 
11 o'clock, company can be called for rehearsal at three in the afternoon. 


Eddie Diamond appears to have been fortunate. He was stage manager 
of ‘Wine, Women and Song,’ the burlesque show that was forced off be- 
cause of obscenity at the Ambassador, N. Y. Herman Shapiro, who was 
convicted along with I. H. Herk and Samuel Funt, replaced Diamond 

y before complaint was filed against *Wine.’ 

Understood that Shapiro, who is an attorney and an actor, stepped iv 
at the request of Max Liebman, said to have had an interest in ‘Wine,’ 
though he was not made a defendant. Diamond was formerly stage man- 


shortly 


Ss 


‘ager for Maurice Evans. He withdrew from ‘Wine’ to take a similar 
assignment with Katharine Cornell's revival of ‘The Three Sisters,’ due 
into the Barrymore next week 

Continued effect of gas rationing on theatre biz in Pittsburgh was 


first | 


TREASURERS TICKET 


Kay Hughes, Marilyn Gustin, Rhoda | 


clearly demonstrated last week when Boris Karloff company of ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace’ played to only $705 opening night, lowest gross for a single 
performance the Karloff troupe has played to in its nearly two years on 
the boards. Biz picked up a little later in the week but didn’t come close 
to matching expectations. Curious coincidence was that return engage- 
ment of ‘Arsenic’ in Pittsburgh was just a year to the day that touring 
That 


| cast, headed by Eric Von Stroheim, opened in Smoky City was just 


the day after Pearl Harbor, and although biz everywhere was shot as a 
result, ‘Arsenic’ in Pitt then played to almost twice the biz the original 
company got last week. 


‘Something For the Boys,’ due to start a tryout date in Boston Thursday 
(17), shapes up as the most costly musical of the season so far, production 
outlay being estimated at $125,000. Of that amount Michael Todd has in- 
vested $62,500, with 20th-Fox putting in an equal sum, for which it gets 


25% of the show. Deal is not 50-50 as reported. 

‘Boys’ is a book show, libretto being by Herbert and Dorothy Fields, 
|score by Cole Porter, and it was originally known as ‘Jenny Get Your 
Gun.’ With Hassard Short staging, it will be long on the electrical end. 
Show is dated for the Alvin, N. Y., Jan. 7. 


War Department sat down cold on officers and civilians who tried to 


see the Camp Meade, Md., performance of Katharine Cornell's ‘Three 
Sisters’ for 15c on Sunday (13) afternoon. 

Telephones were busy and pressure was applied by outsiders eager to 
ee the Chekhov play. At Camp Meade it was announced that the per- 
formance was strictly for soldiers, and that was the way it would be. 
Many officers in the War Department were among those who got the 
thumbs down 

For fi time there is an all-woman house orchestra at the Windsor, 
N. Y., which opened last Thursday (10) with ‘The Willow and I.’ Sam 
Schwartz, who manages the house, recently acquired under lease by 
Harry Oshrin, engaged the femmes as a novelty. 


Quartet is spotted 
during intermissions, 


the start and 
plays. Girls 


in an box 


which 


upper and used only at 


usual in houses with straight 


j}are members of the musicians’ union. 

Max Gordon was apprehensive about ‘The Doughgirls’ when his comedy 
hit Washington. ‘Will you get me $10,000 on the week?’, he inquired of 
Manager Edmund Plohn of the National theatre. ‘I'll pay you off now 
On $13,000," replied Plohn. Gordon didn’t accept the offer. Comedy did 
$16.QU0U Omatrt Dusine “ traced to i.Je $2 top and moderate-priced 
upstall which brought out of the low bracket government workers 

Ole Olsen’s 4-40 cafe on 40th street near Fifth avenue, N. Y., is virtually 
the home of the Ziegfeld Club. Place was formerly shut on Sundays but 


now the former ‘Follies’ girls hold forth there on that afternoon and 
evening (5 to 11 p.m.) with entertainment to all comers. 

Dinner may be had and the bar is available to the thirsty, with Olsen 
giving the club 50% of the takings. 


Recorded news announcement heard during the air raid scene in the last 
| act of ‘Yankee Point, withdrawn Saturday (12), at the Longacre theatre, 
| N. Y., was spoken by Fredric March, co-star of ‘Skin of Our Teeth,’ at the 
Plymouth, N. Y. March is a long-time friend of John Cromwell, stager and 
one of the leads in ‘Yankee Point,’ and made the recording as a personal 
gesture ‘for luck.’ Fact that the spiel was by March was publicized. 


Katharine Cornell’s ‘The Three Sisters’ will have an 8 p.m. curtain 
when it opens Dec. 21 at the Barrymore, N. Y. Producers figured that the 
play would not be over until! 11:25 if started at regular show time, and a.m. 
paper critics would have to ease out early to make their deadline. Curtain 
time will be 8:20 during run of the play. 


Joseph Calleia, back on Broadway from the Coast. is angling for a 
Stage engagement, although preferring a directional job. Calleia hopped 
to Hollywood on the strength of his performance on Broadway in ‘Smal! 
Miracle.’ His most recent studio stint was in ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls. 


Brooks Atkinson, critic on leave from The N. Y. Times drama depart- 


ment, landed his first page one story in that daily Friday (11) since turn 
| ing war correspondent. Yarn came from the China headquarters of Brig 
| General Claire L. Chemault, commandant of U. S. Air Task Force. 
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Chi in Slump; Porgy Down to 126, 
Priorities’ 515,000 Claudia’ NG 66 
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Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Transportation difficulties, cold 
weather and the usual pre-Christmas 
slump, combined with a drop of out- 
of-town visitors due to gas ration- 
ing, put a crimp in boxoffice receipts 
last week. 

‘Priorities of 1942’ is still the 
leader, with ‘Porgy and Bess’ and 
‘Good Night, Ladies,’ running even 
for second honors. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Good Night, Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(35th week) (1,200; $2.75). Did $12,- 
000, okay. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Harris (12th week) 
(1.000: $2.75). Announcing its last 
weeks. Will probably end run Jan. 
9. Down to $7,500. 

‘Maid in Ozarks,’ Great Northern 
(12th week) (1,300; $2.20). Held to 
$5,000, still plenty of profit. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Studebaker (6th 


week) (1,400; $3.30). Beginning to 
feel drop. Will stick around until 


Jan. 2; $12,000 last week. 

‘priorities, Erlanger (6th week) 
(1.300: $2.75). Will lay off Dec. 21 
through 24 to give players rest, with 
two shows New Year’s Eve and extra 
matinees during holidays. Did $15,- 
000 with Argentinita out of cast. 

‘Claudia,’ Selwyn (2d week) (1,- 
000: $2.20). Not doing so well. Man- 
agement has chopped a week off en- 
gagement and tours after this week. 
Low of all houses with $6,000. 


‘Doughgirls’ Rolling 
In You-Know-What, 166 
In Wash. at $2 Top) 


Washington, Dec. 15. 
Max Gordon's production of ‘The 
Doughgirls’ grossed $16,000, stout 
business for the National theatre's $2 
top. Comedy was well received by 
the critics and sold out from Wednes- 








day on. Comedy is believed locally 
to have an excellent chance to make 
the Broadway grade after George S. 
Kaufman completes the polishing. 

Lively interest in the Theatre 
Guild’s production of “The Russian 
People,’ in which 20th-Fox has a $17,- 
500 slice. Film company does not 
acquire screen rights for this invest- 
ment, since Metro and Paramount 
are interested in the Konstantin 
Skmonov script. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
original Boris Karloff 
comes in after ‘People’ has completed 
fortnight’s engagement. Some talk, 
but no booking yet, of a tryout week 
for ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ before it opens 
in New York. 


with the | 
company, ; 


| drop, 





“LADY IN DARK’ SUNNY 


AT 2546 IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec. 15. | 


Despite the onset of heavy Christ- 


1S here, Detroit’s rialto | 


mi: buying 
stays brisk. | 
Gertrude Lawrence in the second | 
week of ‘Lady in the Dark’ bettered | 
slightly the big first week’s figure 
with an approximate $25,500 tucked 
in for the second week. Musical goes | 
a third week before ZaSu Pitts comes 
in with ‘Her First Murder’ on Dec, 25 | 
to keep the Cass bright on the holi- 
Lady’ figure for the Cass now | 
ine $50,000 mark for two 


day S 
Ovel 
weeks. 


ade with 
UN 
y 


Lafayette did profitable t: 
estimated $10,000 foi 


Hampden and Cissie Loftus 


An 


in 


‘ . : e . . 
Arsenic and Old Lace,’ which goes | 


at a $1.65 top at the house. Run will 
continue for the holidays but 
figure wasn't up to the weekly gross 
of ‘Tobacco Road,’ which preceded 
it for two weeks. 

Wilson also will relight here en 
Christmas night with Edward Ever- 
ett Horton again dusting off ‘Spring- 
time for Henry,’ which had a long 
run here last summer. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Dark Eyes’—Jed Harris. 
‘This Little Hand’—A. H. Woods. 


‘Sweet Charity’—Alfred Bloomins- 
dale. 


‘Cry Havec’—Lee Shubert, Harry 
Kaufman, 


“New Faces of 1943’ (‘New Shoes’ 
—Leonard Sillman ; 
So 


‘You'll 
~pdll 


See Stars’—David Cram 
of St. Mark’ (road)—Play 


ee 2 4 wet, 


| Boys’ 


Tol4 - 
¥ Garcia | 


the | 


‘Spring Again’ Fair 
$6,500 in Buffalo 


Buffalo, Dec. 15. 

Guthrie McClintic production of 
‘Spring Again,’ with Grace George 
and C, Aubrey Smith, did only a fair 
$6,500 in four days at Erlanger last 
week, despite assistance of subscrip- 
tion list. 

House was scaled at $2.75 top. 


Coast Legit Off 
307%; Gas Jolts 
H'wood Hardest 


Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 

The play is not the thing; it’s gas. 
Paraphrasing of the Bard’s immortal 
line is true, anyway, of Los Angeles’ 
plays, which, since advent of fuel 
rationing, have been socked some 
30%. It can’t be the plays, ’cause 
they are good, or, at least, commer- 
cial, having been tried, tested and 








passed boxoffice muster—until the 
‘A’ book boogie bowed in. 
Hollywood, with ‘Cry Havoc’ at 


Music Box and ‘Biackouts of 1942’ at 
El Capitan, is hardest hit. Combina- 
tion of pre-Xmas slump and ration- 
ing is leaving definite scars on 
‘Havoc,’ which, until that time, had 
been building nicely since graduat- 
ing to big time from Beechwood Lit- 
tle Theatre. ‘Blackouts’ has advan- 
tage in long-standing reputation, plus 
better location, but is also suffering, 
particularly on matinees. Both are 
saved by weekend bell. Around $10,- 
500 for ‘Blackouts’ last week. ‘Havoc’ 
did $4,000. 

‘Hey, Rookie,’ Army show at Be- 
lasco downtown took a_ sloughing 
during first week of couponing for 
only $9,000 on the week. However, 
as with downtown film theatres, it 
came back this week after initial 
though not fully recovering, 
and looks to enjoy continued less 
hurt than Hollywood. 

Advance sale at Biltmore for ‘Choc- 
olate Soldier,’ opening Xmas day, 
further substantiates impression that 
downtown is better off, management 
reporting strong interest in revival 
that will reopen house. 


“JUNIOR MISS’ PICKS 


UP, 1036 IN BOSTON 


Boston, Dec 


Return of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
the 


15 


with Boris Karloff company, at 
Colonial, is bolstering trade some- 
what here this week, but biz is not 


any too powerful although it’s a lit- 
tle better on a pro rata basis than 
the film houses. Surprise was ‘Fire- 
fly,” which hit $10,000 on 
frame and is staying for 
‘Angel Street’ dwindled after Cocoa- 
nut Grove fire and closed Saturday 


(12), while ‘Junior Miss’ recovered 
at the Wilbur and stays one more, 
closing 19th. ‘Something for the 


debuts at the Shubert Friday 
(18), 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Angel Street,’ Plymouth (1.400; 
$2.75). Never recovered after Grove 
fi finishing off. .at.$7,200 

‘Firefly,’ Majestic 1.667: $2.20) 

' Gained all week. finishing with est 
mated $10.000. One more to go 

‘Junior Miss, Wilbur (7th weex) 
(1.227: $2.75). Picked up where it 
left off. advancing to estimated 
$10,500. 


Defer Don Clarke Til 
‘Widow’ Spot’s Filled 


Milwaukee, Dec. 15. 

Donald Clarke, 28, cenor lead in 
‘The Merry Widow.’ was reclassi- 
fied from 1-B to 1-A by the San 
Diego (Calif.) draft board on Nov. 
18, byt owing to the show's fre- 
quent jumps notification of the 
change failed to catch up with him 


until this past week at the Davidson 
complicated ex- 





‘Wife Takes a Child’—John C. Wil- | 


theatre. After a 
change of telegrams, jurisdiction 
over the actors status was trans- 


| ferred to the Milwaukee draft board 


jand Friday (11) he was O.K.'c fo: 
larmy service. 

His induction was deferred, how- 
evel l il the end of the yupe’s 


m 
iger, 





i (one week only) at the Locust, 


| 


Jed Harris tryout at the Walnut 


"ARSENIC’ POOR $12,000 
IN PITTSBURGH RETURN 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ with orig- 
inal Broadway company headed by 
Boris Karloff, didn’t do so well last 
week at the Nixon, getting only 
around $12,000, a big disappointment 
and lowest figure that attraction has 
hit yet. It was a return engagement 
for show, although the Eric Von 
Stroheim company played it here a 
year ago, and the Karloff troupe had 
been expected to top previous gross 
for ‘Arsenic.’ Didn’t even come 
close, however, the show getting $35,- 
000 in two weeks last season. The 
gas rationing was held mainly re- 
sponsible. 

Second return hit in a row to take 
it on the chin at the Nixon, ‘Watch 
On Rhine,’ having died the week be- 
fore. Only ‘Claudia,’ first of three 
shows in succession to come back, 
got a presentable week. ‘Arsenic’ 
had same scale as before, $2.75, but 
on previous occasion played under 
subscription auspices. 

House has ‘Spring Again’ current, 
a Theatre Guild-American Theatre 
Society offering, and goes dark next 
week for first time this season, re- 
opening Dec. 28 with Boston Comic 
Opera. Co. in Gilbert and Sullivan 
repertory. 





CURTAINS FOR 


‘CURTAINS’ IN 
PHILLY, 56 


Philadelphia, Dec. 15. 

The Boston Light Opera Co., pre- 
senting Gilbert & Sullivan repertory 
at the Locust street theatre, jumped 
a notch in its second week to reach 
$9,300, and it was decided at mid- 
week to hold the much-praised outfit 
for a third. Last week’s figure was 
considered very good for a $2 top. 

City’s other legit offering last week, 
‘Three Curtains,’ at the Walnut, did 
not fare any too well. Just grazed 
$5,000 in single week’s stay. Crix 
liked one of the three plays (Barrie's 
‘Old Lady Shows Her Medals’), but 
couldn’t warm to the Shaw or Pinero 
one-acters. Acting of Francis Led- 
erer and Gloria Swanson created a 
difference of opinion. 

Philly gets the biggest array of hol- 
iday show bookings this year that it 





has seen in a decade. Following 
Katharine Cornell’s single week en- 
gagement in ‘The Three Sisters.’ 


which opened at the Forrest last 


| night, lineup of legit bookings is as 


Dec. 21, Charity’ 
and 
‘Doughgirls’ (also one week only), at 
the Walnut; Dec. 25, ‘Full Speed 
Ahead’ (musical) at the Forrest and 
running through New Year’s week, 
and on Dec. 28, ‘Junior Miss,” at the 
Locust (for a run) and ‘Dark Eyes,’ 


follows: ‘Sweet 


Broadway Off: Jupiter’ ‘Love’ Top 


List, 256, Others 


Close; ‘Son’ Only 


16 Despite Bally; ‘St. Mark’ $17,200 





Pre-Christmas decline on Broad- 
way was more marked last week, 
and so the list sagged, as expected, 
with the exception of the new lead- 
ers. Some attractions will lay off a 
portion of next week, holiday falling 
on Friday. 

Another brace of incomers last 
week. One, ‘The Sun Field,’ was 
yanked pronto while the other, ‘The 
Willow and I,’ drew mixed notices 
and is continuing. No new attrac- 
tions for the current week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (53d week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Not as much vari- 
ance and claimed to have been not 
much under $9,000. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(99th week) (CD-893; $3.30). Was 
socked, with takings reaching about 
the lowest level since engagement’s 
start; $7,500 approximately. 

‘Beat the Band,’ 46th St. Closed 
last Saturday (12) after playing eight 
weeks; never climbed over around 
setae capacity and lately dipped to 


$14 : 

‘Blithe Spirit, Booth (57th week) 
(CD-712; $3.30). One of the hold- 
overs that has been doing well right 
along; went off with field last week 
but not much under $9,000. 

‘By Jupiter,’ Shubert (28th week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). Slipped for first 
time since early summer; gross ap- 
proximated $25,000, about best among 
the musicals, 

‘Great Big Deorstep,’ Morosco (3d 
week) (C-939; $3.30). Doubtfully 
received and business reflects that: 
rated around $7,000, which may be 
even break. 

‘Janie,’ Miller (14th week) (C-940; 
$3.30). Has been easing off, and when 
takings dipped under $8,500 (stop 
limit) house promptly served notice, 
wanting tenancy for ‘Flare Path,’ due 
next week; comedy moves to Bilt- 
more next week. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (58th week) 
(CD-1,062; $3.30). ‘Doughgirls’ takes 
over during New Year’s week with 
‘Miss’ slated to move to big 46th 
Street after Sunday (19); around $9,- 





000; will lay off four days before 
Christmas. 
‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (55th 


week) (M-1,326; $4.40). Went off an- 
other couple of Gs, with takings 
around $23,000; still okay and should 





a | 


for | 


| (O-1,375; $3.30). 


two weeks Latter will be followed 
on Jan. 11 by a return of ‘Arsenic 
}and Old Lace.’ All shows except | 


‘Sisters’ are charging $2.50 top: Miss 
Cornell's is $3.50. ‘Sweet Charity’ is 


| the only one actually debutting here. 


second | 
another. | 


Estimates for Last Week 
Boston Light Opera Company, Lo- 
cust (2d week) (1,600: $2). Company 
giving Gilbert & Sullivan repertory 
hit $9,300 and was held for a third 


week 
‘Three Curtains,’ Walnut (one week | 


| sisting of three one-act plays, 


This noveity, con- 
didn’t 


oniyv) (1.760: $2), 


fare well. Scant $5,000. 


Camp Legiters Kept 
Within 8-Performance 


Schedule By Equity 


definite that USO-Camp 
Inc., will keep its legit at- 
traction§ within the eight perform- 
ance limit, Equity’s council having 
definitely rejected the proposal 
permit performances 12 times week- 
ly, or twice nightly. It is okay with 
Equity if more than eight perform- 
ances are given, providing the actors 
are paid one-eighth for eaeh addi- 
tional performance, as is the general 
rule. Understood that stagehands 
and other unions concerned with 
camp legiters take the same stance 
Equity 
USO that the legit shows in 
the camps average six performances 
weekly, that only at some camps or 
naval stations would two showings 
nightly be asked, and that its bud- 


Looks 


Shows, 


as 


says 


< 


get would not permit paying for ad- 
ditional performances. Vaude shows 
’ ae, ly la twice 

‘ t se 

vt iz i 

i i. 32 nul oO 


i going: estimated around $22,500 last | 


to | (8th week) 


| port, 


come back with arrival of holidays. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (160th 
week) (CD-1,062; $3.30). While far- 
ing better than other long stayers, 
run leader dipped appreciably last 
week; quoted close to $11,400, plenty. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Broadway 
(103d week) (CD-1,910; $1.10). Got 
around $6,000 at Ritz, from where it 
moved Sunday (13), with scale cut 
again; new spot more than 
the capacity. 

‘Rosalinda,’ 44th St 
Has been operating 
at profit since opening but slipped 
last week to around $17,000; should 
do better after next week. 


‘Skin of Our Teeth,’ Plymouth (4th | 
Audiences | me 
controversial over play but business | of the few 


; continues 


week) (CD-1,075; $3.85). 


to great figures; nearly 
$23,000. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (54th 
week) (R-1,519: $4.40) 


but that was expected in pre-holiday 


week; should soar after next week. 
‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (25th 

week) (R-991: $4.40). 

slightly but not enough to dent pace 


of .revve,. which. .generally... drayie 
*S of standee propor- 


night busine: 
ions; appreached $24,000 again. 
‘Stars on Ice,’ Center 


+ 


(R-3,660: $1.65). Got as much as any 
of the regular musicals on Broadway; 
trong Saturday accounted for gross 
near $25,000 

‘Strip fer Action,’ National (11th 
week) (C-1,162; $3.85). Has been 


slipping lately, and last week’s ap- 
proximate $13,500 was low mark to 
date: announced to close Jan. 3. 
‘The Damask Cheek,’ Plymouth 
(C-895: $3.30). Went cff 
sharply last week without party sup- 
takings approximating $7,500; 


| should rise with holidays. 


‘The Eve of St. Mark,’ Cort (10th 
week) (D-1,064: $3.30). 


| strongest straight plays and has not 


been affected by the slump; 
quoted at $17,200, capacity. 


Zross 


profit right along including last week 


when takings eased to estimated 
$8,500. 
‘Without Love,’ St. James (5th 


week) (C-1,520; $3.30). Quoted close 
to $25,000, top money, or nearly that, 
for entire list; sale extends to mid- 
February; continuance thereafter in 
doubt. 

‘Yankee Point,’ Longacre. With- 
drawn Saturday night after playing 
to mild business for slightly over 
three weeks. 

Added 

‘Claudia,’ Forrest (return engage- 
ment) (original date 56 weeks) (28th 
week) (C-1,105; $1.65). Expected to 
go along through holiday period for 
unexpectedly lengthy repeat; around 


$5,000. 
‘Native Son,’ Majestic (return 
date) (7th week) (D-1,715; $1.65). 


Uproar over closing notice which 
was taken down brought publicity 
but not boxoffice rush; $7,000, may- 
be even break. 
Revival 
‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ 
week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Faring very 
well so far, with business around 
$13,000; quite profitable and should 
improve after holidays. 


Royale (3d 


Vaude-Revue 
‘Show Time,’ Broadhurst (13th 
week) (1,142; $2.75). Went off to 


approximately $17,000; said not much 
profit at that level but sounds very 
good for vaude. 
Greenwich Village 
‘Winter Soldiers,’ Studio theatre. 
‘Only the Heart,’ Provincetown 
Playhouse. 


‘SISTERS’ 266 
IN BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Dec. 15. 

‘Three Sisters,’ with Katharine 
Cornell heading a star-laden cast, 
last week drew some negative notices 
from the local crix aimed at the 
talky script, but wound up with a 
resounding $26,000, nevertheless. At 
a top of $3.33 for the 1,900-seat Ford’s, 
upper floors sold out in advance and 
orchestra built steadily to capacity 
on closing night. 

Current is Max Gordon’s produc- 
tion of ‘The Doughgirls,’ by Joseph 
Fields and staged by George S. Kauf- 





man. Advance reports of its racy 
contents attracting a healthy pre- 


opening ticket sale. 





(7th week) | 


|} wound up a six-day 


Again dipped | 


Matinees off , 
1 1OCHT 
j}and gave 


(22d week) | ine girct 


ROAD,’ 6 DAYS, $7,400 


double | 


IN 4TH L’VILLE DATE 


Louisville, Dec. 15. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ with John Barton 
starring in the Jeeter Lester role, one 
legit attractions to visit 
this town during the current season, 
engagement at 
the National, 2,400-seater, which has 
been operating under a vaudfilm pol- 


|icy for the past month, to a good 
1 $7400. Gave a midnight show Sat- 
|urday (12) to good biz, with prices 


ranged down from $1.50. Company 
moves to St. Louis, opening Monday 
14). 
This was the fourth engagement 
ty foi the ErsKifi’ Calwwet? GBuy” 
the town’: workers 
to gander a stage 


play for 
time 


defense 


a chance 


‘Corn’ 206, Seattle 


\. 
Seattle, Dec. 15. 

Second legit show of the season 

at the Metropolitan, scaled from 

$2.88, found Ethel Barrymore in 

‘Corn Is Green’ doing fine $20,000 
here last week. On opening nigh 


25 seats were sold in the pit. ‘Corn’ 





Among | 


played eight nights and two mati- 
|nees in the 1,500-seater. 

| Company arrived seven hours late 
| due to train delay, hitting Seattle at 
| 1:40 p.m. With matinee due to star 
| at 2:30, show went on regardless. 


| 


‘The Pirate,’ Beck (3d week) | 
(C-1,214; $3.85). Riding for a run; 
nearly $23,000 and will go higher; 


as much as most musicals. 
‘The Sun Field,’ Biltmore. Opened 
last Wednesday ‘9); weak press; sent 
to storehouse Saturday after five per- 
formances; ‘Janie’ moves over from 
Miller 
‘The Willow and I,’ Windsor (lst 
week) (D-873: $3.30). Opened 1 
= vv ¢ er ° nf 


The icated 


pace $6,000; 


‘Uncle Harry,’ Hudson (29th week ) 


late | 
tices were mixed, some | 


‘ ° , y , 19 ’ 
| ‘Widow’ 714,G, M’w’kee 
Milwaukee, Dec. 15. 
Blackouts are still enough of a 
novelty in Milwaukee to keep people 
| at home, and the third one this town 


|has experienced, even though of 

| brief duration, is blamed in part 

| (zero weather and Christmas shop- 

ping season are other factors) for 

the fact that business was not more 

profital f Merry Widow.’ 

t ( A Angelus for the 
t aM > tu day ‘ 12 Be 

Gre estimated at $7500 in the 





| 





i] 
$ 
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monov’s play is Globa, played by 
Luther Adler, a gay Lothario in hi 
Play Out of Town | leisure moments who takes his hap 
yiness where he find it, but ve- 
ponds unflinchingly to the call of 
a t. 
"ey" 4 re To + « fir roduetior — . ‘ AY Sir or \ ' On } 5] \ vit} 
THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE |‘ # fine produ ong an ¢7 eee Wee ee oe 
r ) Dec. 14 aiiinity : ; There is the veteran of three wars, 
fr its: fin ert — 1€ |} oray and beyond military age, who 
I R n Ambassadors party occupy- | becomes the guerilla chief of staff; a 
: , | the plav rat oot Quisling in the person of the village 
| ; doctor, and for him the playwright 
. ote vdier — ag ke Siecinbeck in ‘Moon Is Down 
. be corrected when t p othing but searing contempt 
P ‘ been applied. Its main defect Such Nazis come upon the scene 
: ns iw first act taking three scene are craven and savagely cruel, and 
er P + ... | not particularly bright. The whole 
U ’ I ~ . a ee eee : qatar is a composite picture of a segment 
oe ct Once ovel this: lethargic | ef Stalin's small people. of their 
We a t. ‘The Russian People winds UP | hopes and aspirations, their failures 
Safe nA arnt ves the enemy both barre! and despairs, with the general pat- 
Pit } The pla pecome Vital and ali‘ t] r one thought being that every- 
- ie ga a aa fill with excitement, sufficiently | thing is subordinate to the fighting 
' charged with vivid action to stil | armies and the men and women who 
H t patriotic spirit, back them up behind the lines It 
: ’ ;} Simonov tells his story thro portrays the Russians ‘savea’ by a 
; a group of characters in a Ru | kind of philosophy which informs it 
) \ villaye occupied by the enemy, pre- hat over the horizon is victory. 
DD umably near Stalingrad and close Adler comes on late but gets the 
“f enough to a surrounded Soviet richest and most fruitful lines of the 
! I rilla garrison on the other a pl And he transfers them to ac- 
~ Ix ithe rivel His romantic fabric } tion in valid terms Leon Ames. as 
k , Val Kote | Wolves Valya, an attractive arm) e Soviet commandey, is less mili- 
David % chauffeur, and a reconnalsance of than he is understanding, and 
> M S ce} makes the role solidly sympathetic 
~- . . pes PA roe D | If realism suffers when a Nazi spy Valy: ; the chauffeur, offers Eliza- 
kk Aad K Bis Grave Harro | is infiltrated into the Stalin camp, | beth Fraser moments that are. rich 
M nm D |Simonov excuses it by expediency. | in emotional opportunity. It is an 
4 \ were | Tuch nok , ; | Eventually this enemy is discovered, | exacting characterization and her 
G uci \ Rut ,. soy. {and the Nazi proves to be a whim- | performance is tip-top. If she looks 
n pering and yellow weakling whoj|too well nourished and full of the 
—_——— whines as he’s led off to be shot. ! bloom of life for one who under- 
What Konstantin Simonov has| The blinding hate of the populace | goes the great hardships, this can be 
written and Clifford Odets adapted and their capacity for sabotage are | corrected by less voluminous COS- 
-_. , 53 expressed through the mother of tlie | tuming. Victor Varconi as the old 
in “The Russian People’ is good red | garrison’s commander. She poisons | soldier is a character that strikes 
melodrama and rousing theatre. It]|one Nazi tormentor, and when the} the core, and he serves it with dis- 


pulls no punches in its propaganda 
preachment that Stalin’s soldiers 
hate the enemy with a blinding pas- 
sion for its sadistic cruelty and un- 
provoked invasion of the mother- 
land. The Theatre Guild has given 





scaffold is threatening delivers a blis- 
tering castigation of the Nazis and 


their mothers in what one must ac- 


cept as the epitome of courage and 
full expression of the national spirit 


The colorful 


most 


character of Si- 
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Featured ... 
‘STARS FROM 
THE BLUE'—On 
The Blue Net- 
work, Tuesdays, 
7:00-7:30 P. M., 
EWT and again 
on Sundays, 
7:15-7:30 P.M... 
EWT, 


Personal 











JOSEPHINE 
STON 


THE SINGING STAR 


Opening in the 


click musical, 


‘SHOWTIME’ 


at the Broaa- 
hurst Theatre, 
New York... 
Wednesday, 
Dec. 16 


Management 


| GALE, Ine. 
48 West 48th Street 
New 


York 























tinction. Eleanora Mendelssohn 
makes the mother the most affecting 
|character of the play in a _ nicely 
shaded performance. 

All the bit parts are carefully 
limned, and some of the play's best 
acting develops here. Joseph Shat- 
tuck, Ann Minot, Herbert Berghof 
Margaret Waller, Eduard Franz, Ru- 
dolph Anders, Harold Dyrenforth 
| and Robert Simon seive most accept- 
| ably. 
| The settings of Boris Aronson are 
fine aids to illusion. Throughout the 
play background music comes through 
the loud speakers, chiefly songs of 
the Red Army and favorites of the 
Soviet people. 


Harold Clurman’s direction, once 
over the first-act hurdle. is fast and 
charged with spirit. Kely 











U.S. Roll Call — 


Continued from page 4 = =! 


| 
| Robert Miller, 








studio office man- 
ager, Army. 

Jean Selby, studio cartoon painter, 
WAVES. 

Alex Petry, NBC music right, ail 


corps. 


Rex Koury NBC organist, air 
corps. 

Alan Cormack, CBS Pacific traf- 
| fic manager, naval aviation 
| H. G. ‘Jock’ Fearnhead, NBC audi- 


to’, Royal air force 


| Jane Fowler, still photographer 
| WAACS, 

Aaron Rosenberg, assistant direc- 
tor and former all-American grid 
| Star, navy, 
| Ivan Goff, screen writer, army. 

Merrill White, sound technician, 


| 
| army signal corps. 
| 


Larry Briston, film salesman, 
army. 
Cecil D. Love. studio technician, 
}; nav of 
| r 
| Bob Tasker, screen writer, army. 
Bud Gerdes-Testa, press agent 
allt 
S ey Salkow,. Columbia direct6r 
‘ Ist L ert Ir Ss Marine 
Lor} Re ports at Quantico Va 
Jan l. 
j . , 
| Fred Feldkamp, fan mag editox 
Viar ine 
Myrtle Anderson, screen dancer, 


| WAACS 


Maurice H. Conn, indie producer, 
Army Air Force. 
gei Petschnikoff, unit manager 
Army. 


Chet Price In 
Salt Lake City, Dec. 15. 
| Chester Price, 


| 
| 
| Sei 
| 
} 
| 


manager of the 
Victory, coast guard, replaced by 
Frank Pratt, former Fox manager 
for Montana and Idaho. 

Allen Karf, manager of Uptown, 
K. C., Fox-Midwest nabe house. 
army; succeeded by Frank Ritter, 
who managed theatre several years 


ago. 





Salter’s Commission Due 
Maestro Harry Salter, who was 
originally commissioned by the Spe- 
cialists Corps, has completed his 
military training and moved to Lex- 
|} ington, Va., where he will receive 
}@ commission in the regular army. 


;not in 





| Angeles 














| last 


known 


Seek Change 


m Penal Code 





It i likely the next 


effort to again 


pertor: Idea i 


hnances 


erally believed 


4} 
t} 


e producer, owner or 


away trom any form of stage 
atrical Agents and Managers 
Company manager of ‘Wine, 
complaint, but the press agent w 


ance It 


might be wrongfully included. 


Women 


and when other complaints are made, others not 


session of the N. Y. state legislature will see an 
amend the penal code in reference to alleged indecent 
to exclude employees, 
are exempt from prosecution, from being held responsible. 
that if a show is at 
operator of the theatre an 
Move to amend may not emanate from managers. 
control, but the 
is considering 


other than actors who 
It is gen- 
rest upon 
d author. 4 
who naturally veer 
Association of The- 
seeking such legislation. 
and Song’ was included in the 
as not tapped for a court appear- 
culpable 


fault the blame should 














careful to state that it was 
influenced by re- 
ports that a religious body (Catholic 
Theatre Movement? regarded ‘Strip’ 
Attraction is in the 
third month, having 
started to strong business. 
Mayor La Guardia 

Mayor La Guardia, who 
himseli into the situation, 


nent wa 
any way 


as obje tionable. 


half of its 


injected 
when the 


‘Wine’ case was decided, huddled 
with “Equity leaders last Thursday 
(10) after having been quoted as 


wanted the legitimate 
City Hall was 
and it is 


Saving he 
theatre cleaned up. 
coy about what went on, 
that Equity doesn't 


Current Road Shows 


(Dec. 16-26) 


Bushnell 
Metro- 


(2d Co.)- 
(16); 


‘Angel Street’ 
Auditorium, Hartford 
politan, Providence (17) 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (lst Co.)— 
Colonial, Boston (16-26). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
Lafayette, Detroit (16-26) 

‘Blackouts of 1942’ (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (16-26). 
Biltmore, Los 


(3d Co.)— 


‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
(24-26). 
‘Claudia’ (lst Co.)—Selwyn, Chi- 
cago (16-26) 


‘Corn Is Green’—Mayfair, Portland 


(16-17) 

‘Cry Havoe’—Music Box, Holly- 
wood (16-26). 

‘Dark Eyes’ (tryout)—Ford’s, Bal- 


timore (24-26) (premiere) 
‘Doughgirls’ (tryout)—Ford’s Bal- 
timore (16-19); Walnut, Philadelphia 
(21-26) 
‘Flare Path’ (tryout )—Shubert, 
New Haven (17-19) (premiere). 
‘Full Speed Ahead’ (‘Firefly’) (try- 
outi—Maijestic, Boston (16-19); 


rest, Philadelphia ¢25-26). 

‘Good Night Ladies’ Blackstone, 
Chicago (16-26) 

‘Her First Murder’ (tryout)—Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium, Shreveport, La. 
(16): Robinson Auditorium, Little 


tock) =6©(17); Auditorium, Memphis 
(18-19): Cass, Detroit (21-26). 


‘Hev, Rookie’—Belasco, Los An- 
geles 
‘Junior Miss’ (2d Co.)—Harris., 


Chicago (16-26). 


‘Junior Miss’ (3d Co.)—Wilbur, 
Boston (16-19) 

‘Lady In The Dark'—Cass, De- 
troit (16-19) 

‘Life With Father’ (2d Cc.) 


Hanna, Cleveland (16-26). 


‘Maid In The Ozarks’—Great 
Northern, Chicago (16-26) 
‘Merry Widow’—Cox Cincinnati 
16-19). ie pias 
‘Pergy and Ress’—Studebaker 
Chicago (16-26) 
‘Priorities of 1942’ (vaude)—Er- 
‘Russian People’ (tryout )—Na- 
langel Chicago (16-26) 
tional, Washington (16-26) 
‘Something for the Boys’ (tryout) 


Shubert, Boston 

‘Spring Again’- 
(16-19). 

‘Student Prince’—Curran, 
Francisco (16-19). 

‘Sweet Charity’ (revised) (tryout) 
—Locust, Philadelphia (21-26). 

‘This Is The Army’—Municipal 
Auditorium. — St. Louis (16-19); 
Shrine Auditorium. Detroit (21-26). 

‘This Little Hand’ ({ryout)—Play- 


(16-26) 


Nixon, Pittsburgh 


San 


house, Wilmington (25-26) (prem- 
lere). 

‘Three Curtains’ (tryout)—Court 
Square, Springfield. Mass. (16); Er- 
langer, Buffalo (17-19): Majestic, 
Boston (25-26), 

‘Three Sisters’ (tryout )—Forrest. 
Philadelphia (16-19). 

‘Tobacco Road’—American, St. 


Louis (16-19). 
‘Watch on the Rhine’—State, Kal- 

amazoo, Mich (16); Michigan 

Jackson, Mich. (17). 
‘Wife Takes a Child’ 


Wilbur, Boston (25-26) (premiere) 





Broadway 


——_—~_, Continued from page 42. qQ———___ 


intend | 


For- | 


i 
| 


(tryout )— | 


Censorshi 





| sticking its neck out on any scheme 
jto tell managers how to put on 
shows. The thought of Equity lead- 
ing a movement to censor its own 
{actors is abhorrent. The Mayor is 


‘said to have made a mistake in not 
including managers and authors at 
his session. 

Not that the actors won't partici- 


pate if there is a move to judge the 
morality of plays, but it will not 
start any such plan. Neither do the 
managers want to step out and in- 
augurate the establishment of a play 
jury. That idea was tried out dur- 
ing the censorship wave in the late 
‘20s, when jury panels were drawn, 
but the idea petered out. 





Sentence Tomorrow 


The trio convicted on the ‘Wine’ 
rap are slated to be sentenced to- 
morrow (Thursday). It is believed 


that the court will hear a defense 
plea that the company and _ stage 
managers were not actually respon- 


sible for the ‘indecent’ performance, 





jand if the actors have been made 
exempt from the charges, the de 
fendant too, should be similarly 
classified. The amendment to the 
|Wales Act of the penal cede, which 


jbars the arrest of actors and stage- 
hands under just such an emergency, 
has been credited to Equity. As now 
constituted those responsible in cases 


performances are the 


of indecent 
producers and house owners 

Paul Moss 
License Commissioner Paul Moss 
appears to have picked his spots by 
excluding the house management, 
explaining that in case of a convic- 
tion the theatre should be 
subject to suspension; this he thinks 
(is ample punishment for the latter. 
Indicated further that Moss was 
|pressured into making the complaint 
Casual 
inquiry of the Shubert office or the 
informed him 
slated to close 
week he popped off. After 
I Am- 
{bassador picked up to a much great- 
than at the Majestic for 


subsequent to the 


license 





against the offending ‘Wine.’ 


} 
| 
| i . 
itheatre would have 


| that the show was 
the very 


the publicity. busine a. the 


er extent 
‘Son 
|spired by the closing notice 

; Equity’s was clearly em- 
|phasized during its quarterly meet- 


outery in- 


position 


jing Friday (11). when executive 
secretary Paul Dullzell, who with 
president Bert Lytell and others of 

taiked it over with 


the mayor, said: ‘We hope to avoid 
any form of official censorship from 
from the re 
organizations.’ 


he city or 


t police, or 
form 


i association 
| (religious) 














Met. LOU CLAYTON 
c/o Variety, Hollywood 


& YORK 


AND 


THROW A POSEY TO 


EDDIE PLOHN 


The Theatres’ Ambassador 
in Washington 
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~ Broadway 


Bill Morris, Jr., to D.C. this week. 

Ben Stein ‘elected’ mayor of 45th 
street. 

George Wellbaum back on the job 
after illness. 

Marian Spitzer in from Coast with 
her sister Toni. 

Peter Arno is said to have a new 
legit production idea. 

S. Jay Kaufman company manag- 
ing ‘Claudia’ (Forrest). 

Charlie Miller, MCA v.p., suffer- 
ing from appendicitis attack. 

George Jessel plans producing 
Saroyan’s ‘Get Away Old Man.’ 

Capt. Ted Deglin of Madison 
Square Garden to Fort Slocum. 

Sid Silvers, in Army uniform, en- 
tertained at Stage Door Canteen. 

Gene Fowler’s book on John Barry- 
more won't be finished until March. 

Sam Bramson, Wm. Morris agent, 
just missed the draft by that 38-year 
rule. 





Jimm Durante playing repeat 
guest shot on Camel hour Friday 
(18). 


Bill Torpey and Murray Queen are 
stage managers of ‘Something for the 
Boys.’ 


Palm Beach starting to boom. 
Many homes reopened ahead of 
schedule. 

Jack Toohey switched from the 


Oscar Serlin press department to Dick 
Maney’s outfit. 

Jean Dalrymple 
Ross’ flackery as 
new accounts. 

Vera Barton, singer, left Madison 
Park hospital, Brooklyn, after long 
pneumonia siege. 

Peggy Fears out of Royal Casino, 


joined Dorothy 
pards on several 


new boite. Ditto Adelaide Moffett 
out of Mon Paree. 
Some upstart niteries are being 


pencilled in as post-Jan. 1 casualties | ; 
Z1 


unless biz perks markedly 

Eddie McPartland and Paddy Hop- 
kins, of the Music Box theatre, also 
in sourvenir theatre book biz. 

Songsmith Arthur Schwartz due in 
town this week with wife (Kay. Car- 
rington) and baby for a holiday. 

Al Jolson visited his family in 
Washington over the weekend. 


; Opens next Wed (23). Max Cassvan, 


‘finance the war. 











| Staging Mike Todd’s dances in ‘Some- 


theatre biz has been off this week. 
indicates anew that the war workers 
go for the niteries preferably. 

New Casbah, on se 


Park 
South, with Franklin 


ughes decor, 


who headed class spots in Europe, is 


generalissimo of the new supper 
club. 
Before Hildegarde tackled her 


bond show at Saks 5th Ave. Monday 
(14) she had $300,000 in bond pledges, 
although her given goal was only a 
quarter-of-a-million. Final tally, 
$530,000. 


Charles K. Feldman, Hollywood 
agent, now handling ‘smaller war 
plants’ at WPB, under Matty Fox, 
ex-Universal v.p., in Washington. 
Another filmite, Monroe Greenthal, 
is also with Fox. 


Betty Jane Greer, 18-year-old 
Washington, D. C., radio and dra- 
matic actress, after being tested by 
D. O. Selznick and Paramount, has 
gone to the Coast with her mother 
on an indie film deai. 


Frances Rockefeller King, former- 
ly in charge of the Keith-Albee club- 
booking department, proposes estab- 
lishing a national lottery to help 
She estimated that 
nearly $4,000,000,000 could be raised 





annually in this way. 

Bernice Parks may be added to | 
‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ which will co-star 
Milton Berle, Ilonay Massey and Ar- 
thur Treacher, with Sue Ryan and 
Jack Cole featured (latter meantime 





thing for the Boys’) 
another addition, 
Cecelia Ager’s mother confined to 
Cedars of Lebanon, Hollywood, the 
PM columnist has taken a room at 
the hosp to be beside her. Song- 
writer-hubby, Milton Ager, joins her 


Dean Murphy 





there shortly, picking up Ben Bernie 
in Chi who shifts his Wrigley broad- 
casts to Hollywood, | 

Arthur L. Pratchett, eeenent®| 
managing director in the latin- 
Americas (excepting Argentina, Bra- | 

and Uruguay), and _ Robert! 


| Graham, company’s manager in Mex- | 


He | 


denies he’s going into legit produc- | 


tion, 
P.a. Harry Sobol back from ex- 
tended Coast stay, returning soon 


where he has established Hollywood 
branch. 

Betty (Mrs. Harry) Sosnik to the 
Coast to join her maestro-kusband, 
west with the Gracie Fields radio 
show. 

Robert Burton and Angela Jacobs 
are replacements in ‘Counsellor-at- 
Law’ (Royale), latter having been in 
original cast. 

Attorney Harold Gumm, who man- 
ages Lena Horne, no longer dittoes 
for Ethel Waters, whom he previous- 
ly represented. 

_ Oscar Doob’s desk is now a two- 
in-one job; one side for WAC duties 
and the other for his regular Loew 


theatres chores. 
George Murphy may co-star with 
Marlene Dietrich in Cheryl Craw- 


ford’s forthcoming musical, according 
to present plans. 

Helen Forrest rejoined 
James’ band in Hollywood 
(14) after staying behind in 
have her nose bobbed. 

Carmen Miranda due in from the 
Coast for a personal at the Roxy, to 
appear in conjunction ‘Black 
Swan’ Christmas week. 

Sam Salvin may tie in with Clif- 
ford C. Fischer’s new nitery idea in 
the Hotel Edison, in charge of the 
cuisine, long Salvin’s forte. 

Ned Marin, associated with Charlie 
Feldman agency on the Coast, back 
west with his bride, ‘China’ Harris, 
Sam H. Harris’ former widow. 

Arthur Hammerstein, hibernating 
in Palm Beach, may put on a gala 
USO show this winter, after all, al- 
though at first proposing to cancel it. 


Harry 
Monday 
N.Y. to 


avaa 


m'sCapt: Bon Koss now. Me s-Fmie 7 


Froman’s husband. Latter slated to 








entertain servicemen as soon as she | 


winds up at Riobamba, just opened | temporary status, it meant that no 


nitery. 


| eo 


ico, arrived in New York this week | 
for homeoffice confabs with John W 
Hicks, Jr., foreign sales chief. 














37 Answer Serlin 


it 
if) 
Continued from page I 











hearsal next month. A similar ad ap- | 
peared in ‘Daily Variety.’ 

Serlin said 11 of the replies were | 
from Coast actors, writers and 
agents who offered to invest from 
$500 to $5,000 in the production. All 
latter inquiries were declined. Stated | 
by the Serlin office that 21 answers 
were from players who desire to 
switch from the studios to the stage. 


j 
One response came from an actor 
rated independently wealthy who | 
would like to play one of the fea- 
tured characters in the play. 
Although his Hollywood salary is es- 
timated at $3,000 weekly when on 
the lot, he offered to appear in ‘The 
Family’ for $100, or even less, if the 
budget necessitated it. However, the 
player in question is not suited for 
the role, Serlin thinks. 
Claimed by the Serlin office it is 
the first time for a Broadway show- 
man to ‘invade’ Hollywood for talent. 














New War Pix | 


Continued from page l 











reach the saturation point long be- 


fore many of them have been placed 
into actual work: New York head- 


quarters also have been advised of 
the experience in Great Britain on 
such warfare productions once the 
full impact of long casualty lists be- | 
gan pouring in. Reaction there with | 
the public was that nobody wanted 


to see anything connected with the} 


military struggle. While this was a 


war picture measured up to expecta- 


Tom Kane, prexy of Century Play j tions no matter how well made or 


Co., slipped on the ice, result 


broken hand. Continuing his regu- 


lar office schedule, though, with 
hand in a cast. 
Frolics, in Miami, former class 


nitery, now a booming dancehall, and 


| 
| 
| 


Said to be netting $1,500 to $2,000 | 


weekly, strictly from 
men’s patronage, 

Lew Parker, comedian, who ap- 
peared out of town in ‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
Playing Ole Olson's role, opens at the 
State tomorrow (Thursday), head- 
lining the show. 

Cafe Life, Oscar Schimerman ven- 
ture, on site of old Kit Kat, a foldo. 
Cost some $21,000, but the boniface 
Says he’s readying a new show for 
reopening shortly. 

The same Christmas bonus as paid 
last year will be given employees in 
the lower brackets by Loew’s: i. e., 
two weeks’ salary not to exceed $50, 
if under $40 a week. 

Hotel Astor's p.a. Hy Gardner 
pulled a nifty by printing a tab edi- 
10n of news flashes for his hotel 
suests, in lieu of the dailies, tied up 
SY news deliverers’ strike. 

Zoot-suit and Cefense factory work- 
fs patronizing the niteries, 


the service 


€ 


‘or eee if ee we @ “eee 








was | carefully sold. 


Typical of the large backlog of 
wartime stories being stacked up is 
that of one major company which | 
recently found it had 22 martial 
yarns earmarked for future produc- 
tion. Even if eight were turned out 
this season, this would leave 14@e- 
maining stories which might not hit 
most accounts until two years from 
now. 

Despite any reaction because of 
casualty lists, it is felt in film circles | 
that the public is bound to become | 
fed up on too much wartime fare. | 
Also the fact that the battlefronts | 
are constantly changing makes many | 
such war yarns a ticklish thing to 
handle. Suitable battle locale or | 





| 


‘theme may be entirely changed by | 


the time any such picture is readied | 
for distribution. 

Reported that many top Officials 
are considering a wide swing to de- 


| tective and mystery stories as well as 


| additional 
while | 


escapist films and com- | 


edies. 


| sistant news editor. 


| ence. , shortwave and re-transmitted pro- 
temporarily by Robin Flynn. grams. Stations from the Rio 
Grande to Patagonia report local 


pre 
at ne 


iowner, 


12. He's 


fo.mer screen writer from ee 
Pa., transferred from Norfolk to | 
Portsmouth (Va.) navy hospital. 
union | Lester Cutler, indie producer from 
; | Pittsburgh, whose latest picture, 

|PRC’s ‘Yanks Are Coming,’ has just 
gone into general release, left here 
jlast week for Hollywood to get his 
|next film, ‘Sweethearts of U.S.A..,’ | 
Believes the once over. before the cameras right after first of | 


Paul Draper and Larry Adler did |year. Butler took his family with | 
a show last week for soldiers bil- |him and plans to make his permanent | 
leted at the former Stevens hotel, home on the Coast. 
now an army unit. aa 


Capt. Michael Cullen, formerly e ° 
Minneapolis 


with the Loew circuit and now in 
By Les Rees 


Chicago 


James C. Petrillo in town for 
conferences. 

N. S. Barger, operator Rialto the- 
atre, to New York in search of talent. 

Arthur Willi, RKO casting direc- 
tor, in town to give The Three Make- 








U. S. Army Special Services here, 
around the loop catching shows. 

20th Century-Fox Employees’ Club 
holds annual Christmas party at Mor- 
rison hotel Dec. 18. Club will send 
$5 each to 11 members now in armed 
forces. 

Corp. Robert Phillips, former agent 
and newspaperman and son of Phil 
Phillips, local booker and producer, 
in from Camp Lee, Va., making the 
rounds. 

Winter season of shows at the Chi- 
cago Service Men’s Center will start 
next week marking resumption of 
entertainment there, absent since last 
August. 

Harold J. Clark named as arbi- 
trator in Sheridan theatre, North 
Chicago. Ill.. film clearance case at 
local arbitration board, called for 
hearing December 22. 

James Collins, formerly asst. mgr. 
of Wheaton theatre, Wheaton, I11., 
has assumed management of Miller 
theatre. Woodstock, IIl., succeeding 
Billy Thomas, inducted. 


Philadelphia 


By Si Shaltz 





Carl Reese, Republic branch man- 
ager, ill. 

Carl Lorch orch 
Paul’s Club Casino. 

Jean Weil shifted from Paramount 
to Columbia office staff. 

Bob Chester orch inked for five- 
day stand at Prom Ballroom. 

Ballet Theatre booked with Minne- 
apolis Symphony orch Jan. 8-10. 

Ed. Linner, Stillwater, Minn., indie 
exhibitor, reelected to city council 
for third time. 

Charlie Barnett spotted for Orphe- 
um New Year’s week, and Four Ink 
Spots later in month. 

Voltune, magician, into Curly’s | 
night club, where Ethel Shutta re- | 
mains second week. 

Reel Fellows’ Club, comprising 
film salesmen, expanding and will 
move into larger quarters. 

Mrs. J. L. Jensen, White Bear, 
Minn., indie exhibitor, out of hospital 
and on road to recovery after major 
oO 


into Hotel St. 








"Ted and Art Miller went from 
Curly’s nitery into Alvin theatre as 
added attraction with 
burly roadshow. 

George Wald orch into Nicollet 
hotel’s Minnesota Terrace, with Syl- 
via Froos held over for additional 
fortnight, along with Consolo and 
Melba. 


Allied Victories — 


Continued from page 1] aoa 





WIP is on the market for an as- 


Helene Standish has been added to 
the show at the Club Bali. 

Belle Baker has been held over at 
the Swan Club until after the first of 
the year. ; : 

George Clifford is readying a new 
production for the holiday season at 
the Embassy. 

‘Sweet Charity,’ new George Ab- 
bott + oer nc _ at the Locust | | ies officially at war with the Axis 
next Monday ; aie nes 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ starring | or already on official outs, sentiment 
Boris bane Mag sowed a, 11 | is with the winner. Latino psychol- 
for a two-week stay at the Wainut. 5 : 

a — columnist on the | O2Y, unlike that of norteamericanos, 

: doesn't favor the underdog. Uncle | 


Philadelphia Observer, has joined tke | 
Thomas J. LaBrum publicity agency. | Sam’s good neighbors, much as they 
sing about hemisphere harmony, 


Jeff Keen. former columnist and 
want to be sure that their coin is 




















managing editor of the Daily News, 
is latest addition to the staff of the 


Philly Record. we N 
ie: . WFIL pub-|0n the winning pasteboard. No- 
eo : where is it more true than in Ar- 


licity staff is doubling as editorial 
assistant on the new magazine for 
the Coast Guard Reserve. 

Taylor Grant, WCAU sports com- 
mentator. has taken a leave of ab- 
His news spot will be filled 


gentina and Chile, which are still 
fence-sitting. 

Recent events have also consider- 
ably upped radio listening to U. S. 











checkups particularly strong in this 
regard, with subsequent falling off | 
of dialers to Rome, Berlin and Tokio. | 
The Frenchmen 

Berlin’s complete grab of the 
Vichy Government has been accom- | 
panied in Argentina with an at- 
tempt to use Frenchmen for swastika 
purposes. This is especially true of 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





John H. Harris out of Mercy hospi- 
tal, pronounced okay. 
Regis Joyce, local actor, in small 
part in ‘The Sun Field’ on Broadway. 
Thelma Cutter back to work in the 


WB office after six months of sick | snow biz fields. Many Latins have | 
e * At] on in town beating always considered France as their 
yeorge Atkinson in town ea 


drums for Boston Comic Opera com- spiritual home and Goebbels’ propa- 


Hirsch-Katz | 


Hollywood 





Bette Davis laid up with laryn- 
gitis. 
Joan Crawford back at work after 
flu attack. 

Betty Hammer joined the RKO 
publicity staff. 


Anne Meyers joined Universal 
publicity staff. 
Arthur DuPuis joined Central 


Casting as a director. 

Ann Sheridan to Mexico City te 
divorce George Brent. 

Lieut. Clark Gable paused in Hole 
lywood on Army business. 

Charles Einfeld returned from New 
York and Washington huddles. 

Arturo de Cordova returned from 
Mexico City to act for Paramount. 

Eddie Buzzell vacationing at Are 
rowhead Springs for the next week. 

Helen Gilbert, screen actress, die 
vorced by Seymour Chotiner, attor- 
ney. 

Rene Clair returned to Paramount 
after prowling Broadway for two 
weeks, 

Vincent Price in town to resume 
picture work after a_ stretch on 
Broadway. 

Hal B. Wallis returned from home 


| office huddles after a short stopover 


in Cincinnati. 

Jean Wallace, actress wife of 
Franchot Tone, recovering from an 
| appendectomy. 

Myrna Loy and John Hertz, Jr., 
back in town for the first time since 
their marriage. 

Ann Harding turned down an offer 
| from Broadway, and will remain in 
| Hollywood indefinitely. 

John Hurley, ‘Daily Variety’ re- 
porter, enlisted in the Marines and 
takes his boot training at San Diego. 

Ben Kalmenson shoved off for To- 
ronto, Ont., at the head of a delega- 
tion to Warners’ Canadian sales con- 

vention, 
| Baron Long bought the controlling 
| shares at an auction of the Agua Ca- 

liente outfit, just across the Mexican 
border. 

Fellow behind the Santa Claus 
| whiskers at Beverly Hills USO head- 
| quarters Christmas Eve will be Jim- 
| my McHugh. 

Sherman Billingsley due in Holly- 
wood after the first of the year te 
advise Columbia on night club tech- 
nique in ‘Cover Girl.’ 

Elissa Landi going back to New 
York for a stage revival of ‘The 
Women’ when she finishes her cur- 
rent film role in ‘Corregidor.’ 

Sgt. George Temple, Jr., Marine 
veteran of the Pearl Harbor attack, 
in town on a furlough to visit sister 
Shirley and his mom and pop. 

Joe E. Brown checked out of the 
hospital after treatment for leg in- 
juries sustained when he was kicked 
by a horse on location for Republic. 

Countess Yvonne Heyndrick, wife 
of Belgium’s Ambassador to Russia, 
making her film debut by playin 
herself in ‘Mission to Moscow’ a 
Warners. 

Clare Boothe Luce checked in at 
20th-Fox as technical adviser on an 
untitled Chinese story before rey | 
to Washington to start her new jo 
as Congresswoman from Connecticut. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Miami 


Preston into Officer’s Can- 





gandists have sought to employ ar- 
tists now here for their own ends 


nanyv 
past 


Nancy Murray has just been added 





to the staff of receptionists at station Particular stress has been placed 
KDKA on trying to show that France un- | 

Lt. Bob Fiske had a close call inj der the Nazis is still ‘La Belle | 
auto accident at his base in Rapid/ france.’ and that now it’s Uncle | 
City. S. D. Sammy who’s trying to steal what 

Cy Hungerford. Post-Gazette Car- | pightfully belongs to the fleur de lis. | 
toonist, 7 hospital as result of an Publie sympathy has been entirely 
er ee “Teire the burley im- the other way and no sooner does | 
nresario. home from a month’s visit |an artist prociaim his stand with | 
to Hot Springs. | Vichy than he is slapped down by 


} 
i 
} 
| 
| 


Lt. Malcolm Milligan, bombardier | the cash customers, as in the case 


and ex-Playhouse star, now some-/| of Louis Jouvet. famed French actor 
where in India. , now in Buenos Aires, who has been 
Sam Bram%on, from “Witttanr ator? boycotted by many DECaIse "SPL Ps- 
office, in to catch Buddy Lester | Peasist tanning ; 


Gal Rk “just signed by Jan | French _singer Jean Sablon, now | 
Savitt, are three Pittsburgh girls and | touring South America, has never | 
Lou Bolton’s proteges. | hesitated to express his disapproval | 
G. Dare Fleck, KDKA traffic man- ;| of the Vichy regime and, in fact, is 
ager, elected to H. V. Kaltenborn’s | rated by many as an American be- 
20-Years-in-Radio club. cause of long residence in New 
Steve Rodnenok, Oakmont theatre | york even though retaining French 

z eer eae Allegheny citizenship. 

yvenera sp. S feew, o8 * 
It won't 5? original Broadway Parisian poet orch of Ray Ven- 
company of ‘Life With Father’ Nixon tura is also anti-Vichy although less 
so publicly since many of the boys 


gets next month after all. 4 Pas 
Dancer Dixie Wong going to Camp | have relatives still in the old coun- 
try. Attempts have been made to 


Gruber, Okla., for holidays to visit 
force these and other artists into 


her husband, Charlie Cody. 

Herbert Evers, featured in ‘Janie,’| public assistance for the sellout 
a nephew of Jim Levine, Par ex-| cause but in these and other cases 
Plgitation man in this district 7.4, [it's been quickly apparent that any- 
vale Tiny Miller has become dram, | O° Gomes over to the other side 
beater for Al Mercur’s Music Bar. loses the following which might 

Florence Parry, Playhouse p.a.,| ™akeshim of value to the Axis prop- 

, agandists. 
Teatro Frances del Rio de la Plata, 


back from Idaho and a visit with her 

brother. army pilot Lt. Dave Parry. 
leading French legit group in S. A.. 
of which George Etienne Boronski 


Dorothy Soprano wed to Pvt. 
Rodnesnok, | j; acministrator, is strongly anti- 


} 


George Rodnok in Pittsburgh, Dec. 
son of Steven 


} with 


| tor, 


a”: A 
Pw Wwan, 


Robert 
| didate School. 

Gus Van, appearing at Olympia, 
doing a guest shot on Navy Radio 
Show. 

Jimmy Hitz, manager of Lord 


Tarleton, in Navy as Chief Commis- 


| sary Steward, 


Marshall set to 
Airliner on New Year’s eve, 
Joe Rio held over till then. 

Norman Krasna, Hollywood direc- 
now a first lieutenant in the 
Army, preparing to shoot a picture 


open at Kitty 


Jack 


Davi 


|on the Officer’s Candidate School. 


Mother Kelly opened with Jose 
Martinez, Margaret Haas, Ann Sher- 
wood and Peggy English to a cae 
pacity crowd. Booked by Sid White. 


| A condensed version of ‘Desert 
Song’ was given at Flamingo Park 
by the Army Air Force. Laurence 


producer of the 
show in New York, supervised pro- 
duction, with Pvt. Josh Logan dl- 
recting and Pvt. Allan Campbell, 
husband ef Dorothy Parker, doing the 
rewrite job. Played three days. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


origmal 





St. Louis Variety Club to adopt a 
war activities policy for the duration. 

McKays, ballroomologists, current 
at the Club Continental, Hotel Jef- 
ferson. 

Eloise Wells Polk, 9, was guest 
pianist with the St. Louis symph at 
the second student concert. 

W. H. Sherman, owner of the La- 
Mar theatre. Arthur, IIL, raised $25,- 
000 at a War Bond raliy. Total for 
house now $87,000. 

Pat Meadowns, manager of W. H. 
Eichkorn’s Roxy theatre, Mounds, 
Ill., has resigned to aid his father in 
the management of the Strand thea- 
tre in Dawson Springs, Ky. 

More than 6,000 persons, includin 
1,000 sailors, attended navy memoria 








Oakmont (Pa.). Vi . : 
é t ichy, with many members active 
June Robbins wants MCA to get in ‘Fighting —lle seapesss eyce 
re a honkin c7 : wh De A ign ) movement. 
“" ? — sh ty ate yglinng { Boronski was long associated with 
€ . ativvil Withl str ) 566 = . “Ts ° ' 2 e 
mer before last Clifford Fischer in the latter’s Pa- 
C} f a tery enterp! € 


Petty Cyt Fé er Pau! Moss irisiai: ni} 


a -_*-< 


concert of St. Louis symph orch in 
;convention hall of the Municipal 
Auditorium. It was the second of 
| four cuffo concerts, Vladimir Golsch- 
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HELEN WESTLEY 


Helen Westley, 63, veteran charac- 
te r actre >» ano filn . died 
at her hon Middlebush, N. J.. 
Dec. 12. She had recently returned 
from the Coast because of ill 

Miss Westley was on the boa rf 
managers of the Theatre Guild u 
1919, and before that organized the 
Washington Square Players, N. Y 


also appearing in their product 


‘Another Interior’ in 1915. She ap 
peared in many Theatre Guild pro- 
ductions. 

Some of the plays in which she 
was featured were ‘He Who Get 
Slapped, ‘The Adding Machine, 


‘Caesar and Cleopatra,’ ‘The Guard 
men,’ ‘Reunion in Vienna,’ 
Grow the Lilacs,’ ‘Helena’s Husband, 
‘Sea Gull’ and ‘Lover's Luck 

She also appeared in the followin 
‘Death Takes a I 


Toliday “Laza 


films: 
‘Lillian Russell, ‘Sonny ‘Million 
Dollar Baby, M Favol Spy,’ 
‘House of Rothschild,” ‘Rebecca of 
Sunnybrook Farm’ and ‘Keep Smil- 
ing.’ 

Miss Wesiley returned to the} 


Broadway stage in 1939, taking the 


role of Grandma in ‘Primrose Path’ 
at the Biltmore. 
Surviving are a daughter and 
brother. 
RICHARD TUCKER 
Richard Tucker, 58, once a famil- 


iar figure on the Broadway stage and 


a film actor since 1914, died Dec. 5 
in Hollywood after a lingering ill- 
ness. In his early legit day he 
played in his native city, New York 


with Nat Goodwin, John Drew, Mt 
Fiske, Henry E. Dixie and othe: 
stars of the pre-picture era 





Moving to Hollywood 28 years ago 
he joined the old Edison Co 
and subsequently played lea and 
character role in more 100 
features, some of then ide by pro 
duction outfits long since 
Among the later film n which he 
appeared were ‘The Great l, 
‘Diamond Jim,’ ‘Ring Ar 
Moon,’ ‘Shall We Dance’ and ‘Shad- 


ow of a Doubt.’ 


ROBERT G. TAYLOR 
Robert G. Taylor, 56, 
the St. Louis 
gram, died of heart 
home in University 


of St. Louis. 


manager of 
exchange for Mono- 
' 


disease at his 


Taylor went to St. Louis 30 years 
ago as a booker for pictures and 
worked there also for RKO and 
Universal. He formed his ow 00k- 
ing age _&: leld P 
Corp about 10 years ago, b ld 
the firn to | me n fo 
Mono Y 1 1935 

Mothe A ) i 
te 


a KDKA, havin; joined A 
+ @. , 7 

aiter more than t » yea Wit t 

Piccolo Pete dancs 

last 15 years he h ) 1 

with several 


outfits 


peen associate 


different Pitt 


He eaves three brothers , f 
sisters. Burial was Saturday aft 
noon (12), with the pallbeare il] 


KDKA staffme 


lter Woods, 61. pio 


Glendale follow 
ness In early Hollywoo 
around ! l 

plays for Wally Reid. J. Warr. Ke 
rigan ana other stal1 rf rl 
and was head of scenario and writ 
ing departments fol } 
a producer at 
1924. 


recent 


Later he 
Studio, retiring around 
Due to ill health in 
he spent most of his time on 
ranch near Palm Springs. 
EDWARD H. KELLER 
_Edward H. Keller, 50, for the past 
Six years treasurer of the National 
Jashington, died there Dec. 12 after 
a brief illness. Starting at 12 as-a 
water boy in the Park, Philadelphia. 
Keller went to Ford's, Baltimore, as 
assistant treasurer and returned to 
Philadelphia to become treasurer of 
the Garrick. Later he was treasurer 
at the Broad and Walnut St. theatres. 
He was a member of the Treasur- 
ers’ Club of America. Survived by 
widow and brother, Harry B. Keller 


became that 
years, 


his 


LUCIEN ROY 
Lucien Roy +33 ed ] 


’ TY *} ny FY ‘ . Yor 
a ill I n nea western (¢ } in 


| 


| 


City, a sSuDdUI b } 


Idren j Vancouvei ind his 
I in Mon- 


treal Burial was in Vancouver. 


CLYDE WESTBROOK 
Clyde Westbrook, former mayor of 
Cleveland, Mi owner of theatre 


interests there and elsewhere in|} 

Miss. and a horse fancier, died 

Thursday (10) in Lewisburg, Tenn 
Westbrook had been active in ex- 
itor circles in the Memphis ex- 


change area He served three terms 
as mayor of Cleveland, being elected 
sition. He 


11 
tober because of ill 


he last time without oppo 


resigned in Qc 





CORNELIUS D. TOMY 
Cornelius 


dio announcer, died in Detroit Dec. 


14. He was widely known for child 


programs, having read funny 
for 21 over WRI as 
Ned.’ 

Tomy also was 


for WJR, and a 


papers 


"Uncle 


years 


former newspaper 


owner ana editor. He started in ra- 
dio in 1922 with founding of WCX, 
also serving at various times with 


WXYZ and WGHP 
JOAQUIN BUSQUETS 
Joaquin Busquets, 67, dean of 


Mexican film players until 1936 when 

became 1310 play produce . 

i¢ D n Mexico 
( \ D: } i lit ; lly S 
He O} ‘yi he few 

ents Mexico de in the ’20s and 

1 in the fi kers Mexico pro- 

Burial was in Mexico City. 

B rue son Narciso. 13 has 

tarted | pic career as an extra 


JACK DOYLE 
Jack Doyle, 66, Broadway’s official 
reputation gained by 
quoting 


odds-maker, a 
OC ds on 
died of a 


his ‘hobby’ of 


portant sporting events, 





publicity director 


D. Tomy, 64, pioneer ra- | 


heart attack Jacksonville, Fla., 
Dec. 9 
A sist Mary Ursula Doyle, 69, 
music teacher, singer and organist, 
died of the same ailment the follow- 
¥ day in Jersey City without] 
kn ng of her brother’s death. 
WADSWORTH HARRIS 
Wadsworth H is, also known a 
Lewis W H veteran 
’ ctor Ww ecent vea had 
? 4 i i ) 
I 4 
I ( Me 
( f 50 
I I | i 
i ) for Mme Modjeska on 
N. E. (NED) DANO 
N. E. (Ned) Dano, 63. operatic and 
1ude singer for 30 years. died in St. 
Charle Iil., Dec. 9 
After graduating from the Milan 
Conservatory f Music, he appeared 
in grand opera i Italy and then 
throughout the United State 
i vario opera companies. His 
and two ters irvive, 
FRED W. KEKNER 
W K ‘ bl 
i t \ 
> ‘ i Ad 
) f 5 ne Alba 
De Op ty [ 
i l V € a 


FRANK WILLIAM SWICK 


| 
i] 


Frank William Swick. 57. stooge 
for the late Ted Healy, died at 
Veterans’ Hospital, Bronx, N. : 
Dec. 10. A veteran in show biz. he| 


was last employed as valet to Eddie 
Garr and Wilbur Evans in last sum- 
mer’s operetta revivals at Carnegie 
Hall, N. Y. ; 
DONALD CAMPBELL 

Donald Campbell, 
tributor of U. S. 
in London Dec. 6. 

He started in the film biz in 1914 
in a selling capacity with Warners. 
Surviving are widow, daughter, son 
al 


films abroad, died 


iad sister 
LESTER CLARK 


# é cia 5. f 


Fox 


69, veteran dis- | 


| 








from a wheel chair. He had been | 
2 invalid for five years | 

MELVIN H. PENNELL 
H. Pennell, 35. manager of | 
Columbus, O., un- | 
died at his home in } 
Widow and} 


Mel: 
the Cleve 
til last July, 
Columbus Dec. 6 


qaugnter survive. 


theatre 


| 
Franklin Bryant Washburn, 74, 


retired restaurant operatol and | 
father of Bryant Washburn of the 
silet filn died at the home of 


nother son, Herbert Washburn, in 
Glendale, St. Louis County. Surviv- | 
ing also is his widow. | 
Mother of Sidney Skolsky, Holly- | 
columnist, died at her home | 
York, Dec. 9. } 


wood 
in New 
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' Bills Next Week 
Bills Next Wee 
— Continued from page 40 = 
! 
Rendezvous | Bea e & Danny | 
Coo \ i + | Holmes & Jean | 
Wendell Masot Town Tavern 
Ritz Carlton Ler Parker Ore 
Jos Ste Orc (ira kdwards 
Koman Grille indra Lance 
=} h & Dolores l R 
i | ii ‘y l 
[ua kidith I> ithe 
M Is Swan Club 
. ' Lhe I bia 
1 Kd H (ree | Eddie Doland 
Sam’s Cafe | Vincent Rizzo Ore 
De sn } Hlarold Cromer 
leat I 1 Mice Purcell 
Fra Wa | Frans Atlantic L’ge 
\ Oshorne } Sally LaMar 
Kings o { thm | Richard Boch 
Mike Ray Or« } 20th Century Club 
Sciolla’s } Rut stevens 
TY, Cora ! ie of Rhythm 
Al Fi ‘ iM Pedacin 
Sid Gold } 3 ‘Tone 
Marie LaTill | Venice Grill 
Eddie Bla¢ | Don Howard 
f’us Det mo }fewen D ch 
Grace Hewson j Al Caritor 
Gertie Taylor Ore ia S 
Shang-Ri-La Don Bor 
‘s) ¢ i Del 1 Do \ helas Ore | 
( Weber's Uofbrau | 
| de t (Camden) 
c} g \ D> \l 

i | . ' 
ie) Wiha Orch Va 
Rant (3) ht ma P 
Silver Lake Inn Puls I ’ 

\ t g Ala t j (rlLeary 
Yacht Club 
( Geo t 1 l Ho 
\ ( i Ir ‘ 
\ . | ant O | . 
Sun Ray Gardens | [ita 
| Da ‘ \nr ! \ 
I> | N K { 
li ge Or \ ’ Ne ) ore | 
| 
PITTSBURGH | 
Alpine Lodge pia & Leonarda 
Wa eft Orc | | S00 
Ed Wra (Continental Bar) 
4 Frat | Catizone 
Van K |! 1x Gordon 
h Stepp | D » Bell | 

ALrlingto o } John Fritz 
Pa — : ' sees Merry-Go-Round 
Hels Foste Howd Baum Ore | 

Balconades Pig Jeg | 
: . O }4 Que 
eral ; 1 All iso } 
Bill Green’s Musie Bar 
Baro Ie Ore } 1 Ya (4) 
Mat ] | } ly x Bros 
Babe Kl les | Dale Ha kness 
Bill B kel 4 Gerber | 
Blue Ridge Ino New Hillerest 
i | i } Ore 
i ¢ ] r Nite Court 
Boogie-Woogie Club! Ras Lb 
Ts | 
1) ,y Bu 14 l > . mn | 
B t | G 
( | | fagr 
Club” Petite Orchard Inn 
i’ © | Bent Burton Or 
P Oasis 
4 [ ! n 
Colonint Redd’s Cafe 
| >) R , cy 
Cork and Bottle lo ’ é n 
Eddie Peyton's \ r | 
| Ed P t Sky-Vue 
\1 ' ' f Gan , O7 
51 Club D 
Pat Mc¢ \ Squirrel Coop 
[, i tta Do Maso Bd 
e \Io an | Ce 
Edad ! 1 | Ma , 

Hotel Fort Pitt | Mohameds 
Ke R oO Snow Edmonds | 
Jo I Mite Trelon | 

Hotel Henry To Re a | 
yor hy M ews DubBa \ 
Esquires ( Urbat 

(Gav 80's) Va e & Du \ 
Dor f t i MI e( th | 
Hote) Tih Avenue Union Grill } 
Frar And Sam Waltere 
\ ‘ I nt Natale | 
. lretto 
Victory Lounge 
Hotel Roosevelt Vilia Madrid 
( to © 
i 
1 
H \ 
Hotel Schentey G 
( Yacht Club 
! I fi Middlen Or 

Hotel Wm Penn 

(Chatterbox) | » & FT 
Art} I ‘ r \ ( 

June Rob ' Rudd lest | 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Palace Hotel | Geo Beatty 

(Kose Room) | Mary Gilbert 
el Court Ore | White & Manning 
Sheila Peart |} Flamingo Amorettes 

St. Francis Hotel Don Ferrara Ore 

‘ > 
| Gane page sld . Lido « lub 
Mark Hopkins Hotel | the Tikes po. 
(Peacock Court) | Henry “@ Girard 
K Punham Dners Ivan Fehnova Gls 
He bie Holmes Ore Roland Drayer's Or | 
Sir Francis Drake . r y! Sage } 
Hotel Richelieu Casino | 

(Persian Room) H vood Sweater Gls | 
Chane & Alvarez Be + to Moreno 
STarahe And Orc Youll Kri ton 

Bal Tabarin ety a De Cordoba 
Carla & Fernando R ee ‘do Bros Ore } 
Hermanos Williams | pUt) Craven 
Tito Guizat Bil yo Lyons 

i , ’ , 

a inhiae Tare Ge aldine Ross 
Maddy Madsen Orc | Phe Gunsetts 

Copacabana Slapsy Maxie’s 
Joaquin Gara Shaw & Lee 
Amat ‘ Sid Tomas 
Ca Valade: Tommy Mack 
1 & Ra \l Wellington 
BI ila Pat Pa 
BR Do 
a1 ry ; Ty 

hlamingo 865 Club 

\ is Esquire Girle 


| concerning the Italos be cut in view 


| recent 


| is slated to hear the appeal filed by 


'from the 


| productions. 


Fighting Word 


Continued from page 3 





of U. 8. Attorney General Biddle’s 
ruling classifying them as 
‘friendly’ aliens in the U. 8. 
M. of T.’s Beef 

Hays office, which insisted on 
deleting the words ‘damn,’ ‘hell,’ and 
‘bastard’ from ‘We Are the Marines’ 
before the Production Code Au- 


thority seal was given or film shown, 


March of Time producer Louis de 


Rochemont tomorrow (Thurs.). In 
protesting the cuts, Roy E. Larsen, 
president of Time, Inc., of which 


M. O. T. is a subsid, said, ‘We believe 
a great many people, and especially 
the soldiers themselves, feel that to 
destroy the natural speech used 
under stress of battle conditions is 
an unnecessary action resulting in 
an unrealistic portrayal of American 


|daughter, in 


MARRIAGES 


Roma Jean Elliott to Jimmy Coy, 
in New York City, Dec. 4. Groom is 
WNEW news announcer, 

Jane Dealy to Woodrow Wirsig, 
Dec. 11, in New York. Bride is a 
writer in the CBS newsroom; groom 
is a shortwave newswriter with the 
same company. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Sam _ Schwartz, 
daugnter, Dec. 3, in N. Y. Father is 
manager of the Windsor theatre, N, 
Y.; mother was professionally Vir- 
g.nia Whitmore. 

Mr. Mrs. Patrice Knowles, 
Hollywood, Dec. 9. 





and 


Mother was Enid Percival of stage 

and screen. Father is film actor. 
Mr. and Mrs. Byron Morgan, 

daughter, Dec. 4, in New Brighton, 


Pa. Mother formerly was on staff of 
WJW, Akron, O. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Mitchell, son, 
in San Antonio, Dec. 4. Father is 





fighting men.’ 


Larsen, like some other producers, | 


| feels that the purity code regulations | 


British Code 


Although the production code 


is established so that British 
producers can avail themselves 
of the voluntary censoring at the 


source (prior to actual produc- 


tion), the same as ali U. S. com- 
panies, the British have a cen- 
sorship board which has the 


right to ban a picture outright if 


deemed unsuitable for the 
present-day public there 
‘This British Board of Film 


Censorship issues certificates 


also classifying pictures accora- 


18 Mother is 





ing to types of audience that 
will be allowed to witness lis 
showing. Thus this board may 
Pive a certificate whict bars 
children from the picture. Re- 
cently, the board banned a l 
horror films, feeling that they 
were not the type of production 
to be seen by the British public 


in wartime 





based on conditions prevailing in 
1934. should be reviewed in the light 


wartime circumstances. 


of current 


Time execs squawked loudest Over 
the trimming of ‘bastard,’ contention 
being that Col. W. T. Clement, who| 


uses the de- 
reenactment of Ma- 
fought 


appears in the film and 
leted word in a 
rine action in the Philippines, 
on Bataan and was merely using 


fighting v 


ty- 
pical ord 
UA’s Steamup 
‘Serve’ Was iutl 
ther highlighted by a protest to UA 
British producers asking 
from pri- 


Controversy ovel 


that the film be withheld 
yin \ erica 





ite or pubdil snowing 
nliess tnere were a ira es 7 it 
vA yuld pe uncensored 
Publicity anent ‘Serve’ was stean 
1] 


rollered into international 

ons wheh Brendan Bracken, British | 
Minister of Information, speaking in | 
the House of Commons, charged tha 
American film  censo! 
maiden-auntlike to appreciate 
adjectives in the picture. Bracken | 
stated, however, that he not | 


propor- | 


were too 
t 
{ 


he 


Was 


giving any orders to the Amer can | 
press, censors or public. we 
In rejecting the demand from Ty | 
Cities to cancel showings of ‘Serve’ | 
in the U. S., Raftery called attention | 
lto the UA contract dated Aug. 7,| 
1942, giving UA absolute rights to 
ree t Wholly Mane CULS , eri iia- 
tions, change the title of the film or 
|dub in any artists voice deemed | 
i; necessary. Two Cities had protested | 
| that it would not cash the cheque | 
which UA had posted as a guarantee | 
against U. S. distribution unless the | 
picture remained uncensored. UA 
| stated ‘Serve’ would preem at the| 
Capitol, New York, Dex 23, as| 
scheduled. | 
Some of the adverse criticism of | 


U. S. censorship methods expressed 
by Bracken would have been 
averted, it was pointed out on this 
side, if British producers followed 
the same procedure as U. S. pro- 
ducers—submitting scripts for pre- 
censoring by PCA officials. Ameri- 
can film heads have been trying 
to persuade British producers to 
follow this procedure for the past 
four years, this being originally 
suggested because British film com- 
panies wanted to get more prod- 
uct on U. S. screens. Companies in 
Britain have no producers associa- 
tion and consequently follow a hit- 
or-miss policy in submitting their 
British film companies 
are now getting around to a system 


of title 





but this 
reported none too effective. 


registration, is still | 


| budgeters, 


amount 


program director of KTSA, San An- 
tonio, 

Mr. and 
Indianapolis, Dec. 7. 
announcer, 


Mr. and Mrs. Ed Grief, daughter, 


Mrs. Tom Peden, son, in 
Father is WIRE 


Dec. 11. in New York, their first. 
He’s with NBC press. 
Mr. and Mrs. Gene _ Rubessa, 


daughter, Dec. 5, in New York City. 
Father is a WNEW announcer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Takiff. son, 
Dec. 12 in New York. He’s aide to 
Jack Cohn, v.p. of Columbia Pic- 


tures. Wife is the former Vivienne 
Crafts. 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Waldner, 


daughter, Dec. 10, in New York. 
Father is a radio singer 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Clarke, son, Dec 
Peggy Taylor, adagio 
iancer, head of ‘Kitchen Pirates.’ 














Mr. and Mrs. David Barrist, son 
in Philadelphia, Dec. 5. Father is 
Philly indie exhib. 

Pix Woo Shows 

____— Continued from page 3 = 





office insurance inherent in stella 


names 
stock furthei 


The cut in raw film 


accentuates the need for realign- 


+ 


ment of major production schedules 
with a view to turning out solid big- 
celluloid is consid- 
ered vaiuable to 
budget product. 
20th-Fox 
son, paying 


since 


too divert to low- 


jumped in early in 
$300,000 for ‘Moon Is 


SCa- 


Doy and has signed to Duy 
Eve of St. Mark’ for a_ similat 
amount Most major companies 
have been wary of war themes, 


immediate 


unless for production, 

inee a sudden turn in world events 

night we deflate the $300:@00 coin 
ip 


Questioned also, in some majo! 


ny quarters, is advisability of 
buying wholesale quantities of medi- 
By the same token 
limit to the 
are willing 
a click show Both Para 
Metro as well as 20th- 
prepared to meet the 
$300,000 figure for ‘Eve of St. Mark’ 
though Par and 20th were aloof 
to the 1944 release clause. 
Mayer-Schenck Huddles 

Louis B. Mayer, meantime has 
been in New York conferring with 
S 


schenck on material for the 


ocre proverties, 


there appears to be no 


yme producers 
to pay for 
mount and 


Fox were 


AT 1. 
INICK 
next 


been looking over some of 


etro product lineup season 


the Broadway legit productions with 


to purchase of the scree! 


a vieyv 
rights 

Among those Metro is most in- 
terested in are ‘The Pirate,’ Alfred 
Lunt and Lynn Fontanne starrer; 
‘Willow and I,’ which Metro par- 
tially financed, and ‘Without Love,’ 


the’ Katharine Hepburn-Philip Barry 
play at the St. James theatre. A 
decision on ‘The Pirate’ is expected 
this week, 

Mayer, accompanied by Strickling, 
planned to return to the Coast yes- 


terday (Tues.). 
20th has been most prominent 
buyer of literary properties this 


season so far, some of these, how- 
ever, including the David O. Selz- 
nick deal, having been passed up 
by other majors. Studio owns half 
of ‘Something for the Boys,’ is back- 
ing ‘Flare Path’ and ‘A Highland 
Fling,’ and has invested approxi- 
mately $17,000 for a 50% interest in 
‘The Russian People,’ forthcoming 
Theatre Guild production scheduled 
to open Dec. 29. 

Joe Schenck also has a deal pend- 
finance the Jed Harri 


noe t 
ing to 


new 


| legit production, ‘To, the Purple.’ 


A mset, 


<a ale enon tao: 


a 
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N. ¥. Dailies’ Big Strike Loss 
The newspaper deliverers’ strike, 


which tied up distribution of all New | 


York dailies excepting PM, the 
Brooklyn Eagle and Women’s Wear 
Daily, necessitates a 100% rebate on 
all advertising. During the first day 
of the strike only token editions 
were run off, but every edition was 
set and ready to go, including com- 
plete plating, regardless of the 
knowledge that only a miracle could 
turn the presses in time for Sunday 
night distribution. Dept. stores, etc., 
don’t even get billed in such emer- 
gencies. 

The two N. Y. tabs, News and 
Mirror, by agreement, didn’t circu- 
late outside of their own buildings, 
and in short order their limited runs 
were exhausted. The Mirror only 
ran off 1,000 papers. 

Because of that the end of Tommy 
Manville’s sixth marital misadven- 
ture was a secret to all but a hand- 
ful. 

Newspaper & Mail Deliverers 
Union called the strike against the 


member papers of the N. Y. City 
Publishers Association Sunday (13) 
after protracted discussions con- 


cerning a renewal of a _ contract, 
which expired last June, had found- 
ered. The newspapers affected are 
the News, Mirror, Times, Herald- 
Tribune, Post, Sun, Journal-Ameri- 
can and World-Telegram. 

Union originally asked for a 15% 
wage tilt, one week’s vacation with 
pay, wage increases to be retroac- 
tive to July 1, and freezing of all 
jobs for the duration with no dis- 
missals because of gas, tire or other 
rationing. Following a deadlock 
about four months ago, the courts 
appointed an _ arbiter, over the 
union’s Objections, who awarded 
what amounted to 7% tilt in wages, 

vacations and retroactive pay, but 
gave the publishers a free hand in 
revamping their organizational set- 
up because of rationing problems. 

The union disaffirmed this deci- 
sion. A 60-day cooling off period, 
as provided in the union contract, 
followed and, after the Federal Con- 
ciliation Service was unable to break 


the deadlock, the union called the 
strike. 
PM, which got a terrific circula- 


tion break via the strike, came up 
with a daily digest of pop comic 
strips appearing in newspapers not 
circulating. The digest covers Terry 
and the Pirates (News), Dick Tracy 
(News), Joe Palooka (Mirror), 
Mickey Finn (Mirror), and Super- 
man (Post). 

All the dailies were running off 
regular editions, in limited amounts, 
of course, with full news and busi- 
ness staffs on the job. Not only a 


question of holding news service 
franchises, but also a means of be- 
Ing prepared for a sudden settle- 
ment 


Bronx Home,News also enjoyed a 
marked spurt because of the strike. 

Dailies affected by the strike are 
trying to promote radio time. 

The Times and Daily News have 
the radio edge on their competitors, 
via longstanding tieups with WMCA 
and WNEW, respectively. World- 
Telegram moved in at WQXR on 
Monday with the purchase of five- 
minute newscasts every hour and a 
15-minute slot at 3:15 p.m. to read 
the Raymond Clapper and Mrs. 
Roosevelt columns. The other dailies 
are reported amenable to radio tie- 
ups, but unable to make deals since 
the choice local outlets are tied up. 
WINS, meanwhile, has been airing 
headline summaries, crediting the 
papers from which they originate, 
and using all dailies except the Times 
and Daily News, which are restricted 
to their affiliated stations by the 
deals with those outlets. 

Biggest beneficiary of the strike 
has Been PM, which jumped from 
150,000 to better than 500,000 circula- 
tion on newsstands, The Daily Work- 
er, Communist Party daily, moved 
onto newsstands all over the city 
Tuesday and jumped its circulation 
threefold to better than 100,000 
copies. The Worker is handling its 
own distribution via a deal with the 
striking union—heretofore Metro- 


politan News had distributed the 
sheet. 
The Bronx Home News and the 


Brooklyn Daily Eagle are sticking 
to their own bailiwicks. Former con- 
centrates on home deliveries and, 
with only a 3% newsstand circula- 
tion, has not upped its sales. The 
Eagle is sticking to its regular edi- 


tion schedule and is interested only | 


in covering regular readers. Has 
made no attempt to push the sheet 
outside Brooklyn and consequently 
has upped its circulation 
tively little.’ Supposed to have gone 

om 95,000 to about 110,000 per day 








compara- | 


department 


Technical Books’ Big Sale 

Book-hungry war workers and en- 
gineers have put technical books in 
the best-selling brackets throughout 
the country, but particularly in sec- 
tors where large defense plants are 
located. Book store operators smart 
enough to cater to the overall crowd 
and develop or enlarge technical sec- 
tions are cleaning up, as are handful 
of technical publishers and writers. 
Femme influence is also apparent in 
sales, due to the influx of women in- 
to defense work. 


According to all trade indications, | 
the formal entry of the new organi- | 


this will be the best year for books 
in general in years, but the technical 
picture is particularly rosy. Indica- 
tive of the importance of the how- 
to-do-it book is the fact that the 
Chicago Sun, N. Y. Times and N. Y. 
Herald-Tribune are starting special 
departments devoted to reviews of 
technical -books. Sun is also calling 
its Jan. 
Books Issue.’ Waldemar Kaempffert, 
science editor of the Times will re- 
view technical books regularly on 
on that paper, while James Stokley, 
of General Electric’s research labor- 
atory, will review for the Herald- 
Tribune. 

Military books, which can be con- 
sidered as part of the technical 
group, are also big sellers to en- 
listed men and officers. Such titles 
as ‘The Officer’s Guide’ and ‘Practice 
for the Army Tests, 1942’ are rep- 
resentative of the military titles 
which move. 

Publishers active in the technical 
field include: McGraw-Hill, Wiley, 
Military Service Publishing Co., 
Cornell, Bruce, Audel, Ronald, Van 
Nostrand, Reinhold, American Tech- 
nical Society, Prentice-Hall, ete. 


Russky to ‘Cablese’ 


New book to be published by 
Knopf next month will have a 
double translating job behind it 
when it appears. The book is ‘The 
Siege of Sevastopol,’ by Boris 
Voitekhov, a Russky newspaperman 


who was in the city when it was 
besieged by the Nazis. 

Voitekhov gave the book to Ralph 
Parker, N. Y. Times correspondent 
in Moscow, to translate from Russ- 
ian into English. Parker, however, 
translated it into ‘cablese’ instead, 
to save wire tolls in getting the book 
to New York. Knopf couldn’t read 
cablese, so the book was handed 
back to the Times cable desk for re- 
translation into English. 

This is the first time since the war 
broke out, incidentally, that the 
cables were used to transmit a book 
from Europe to America. 


Wolfe Kaufman in Civvies 
Wolfe Kaufman, film critic and 
head of the Chicago Sun dramatic 
has not been inducted 
Army after all. 
failed to pass the 


by the U. S. 
Kaufman 
ical exam. 


phys- 


Liberty’s New Makeup 
week’s issue of Liberty 
under its new editor, Jerome Ellison, 
makes its bow in new makeup 
Boosted from 58 pages to 74, biggest 
change is introduction of a book con- 
densation, original with Reader’s 
Digest. First week’s tab book is ‘Tre 
Commandos’ by Elliot Arnold 

Ellison introduced the condensed 
book idea in the Digest when he was 
an associated ed. there. Sidney L. 
Hydeman is new art director, 
merly with Red Book, Harper's 
zaar and Cosmopolitan. 


This (16) 


Ba- 


N. ¥. Times’ Femme Emphasis 

Assistant managing editor Bruce 
Rae of the N. Y. Times (when pub- 
lisher Arthur Hays Sulzberger was 
in London, Rae ran the paper en- 
tirely) has been sparkplugging that 
daily’s buildup of its women’s page. 
Kathleen McLaughlin is woman’s 
editor. The N. Y. Times Hall (ex- 
Little theatre om West 44th street) 
is thus tied in promotionally with 
this new idea. Women programs are 
being held at the hall as part of the 
latter scheme. 

Ishbel Ross, crack N. Y. Herald- 
Tribune reporter, now retired. al- 
though still doing some book writ- 
ing, apart from her domestic duties, 
is Mrs. Rae. 

Mich. Buying Combines 
Detroit, Dec. 15. 

Following considerable negotia- 
tions, managers of two Michigan 
buying combines have been 
pointed with offices set up here. 

Lou Greenley, for the past 





| years a United Artists salesman here, 
became manager and buyer for the 
new Michigan Independent Exhibi- 


A ‘iation. His 


appoin 





3 book section ‘Technical | 





lculation of 100,000, 
| for 
| bassy. 


PM Caught Napping 


Marshall Field’s PM muffed its 
biggest opportunity to date. 
With other dailies hogtied by the 
newspaper truckdrivers’ strike, 
and PM’s newsstand circulation 
jumping over the half-million 
mark, the daily has been distin- 


guished by its particularly dull 
editorial content. 
First day of the strike (Mon- 


day) the sheet devoted five pages 
to a survey of Christmas shop- 
ping. Yesterday (Tues.) the 
sheet’s lead yarn was a two- 
page analysis on the high cost 
of living. 








zation, which was formed among 


out-State exhibitors but now is in 
cluding metropolitan independents, 


into the buying field, 
Second is the report that James F. 


Sharkey, former RKO manager and 
recently manager of the Parkside 
here, takes over the post of Carl W. 
Buermele as manager of the Co- 
operative Theatres of Michigan. 
Buermele resigned from the Co-ops 
two months ago to establish a new 
buying organization, General The- 
atre Service. 


Larry Le Seuer’s Book 

Larry Le Seuer, CBS correspond- 
ent, just back from a year in Russia, 
has signed with Alfred A. Knopf, for 
a book on the Stalingrad front. 
Volume, as yet untitled, will be com- 
pleted around April 1. Author now 
working on his observations which 
will cover many phases of life in 
Russia from first counterattacks 
around Moscow in the autumn of 
1941 to the defense of Stalingrad. 

Le Seuer entered the Soviet via 
convoy and criss-crossed the country 
many times. 


E! Pampere In Receivership 

Argentine court has just appointed 
a receiver to watch business oper- 
ations of leading Nazi newspaper in 
South America, El Pampero, as re- 
sult of a lawsuit brought by print- 
ing’ house of Editorial Argentina 
S.R.L. for unpaid bill of $13,300. Suit, 
heard before Judge Cermesoni, was 
filed by Dr. Jose Maria Rosa, head 
of Editorial Argentina, who claimed 
that he had not been paid for print- 
ing and paper and that efforts to 
collect during past six months had 
been unsuccessful. Also charged 
that the Nazi weekly, Crisol, owed 
$3,820. Judge designated Adolfo 
Rawsi to go into the matter and, if | 
unable to effect immediate collec- 
tion, authorized him to retain 10% 
of the gross take until debt plus 
interest and costs had been satis- 


| fied. 


Action is considered unusual in 
that Argentine Congressional Com- 
mittee disclosed some time ago that 
the daily, which cir- 
was mainly paid 
by the well-heeled German Em- 
Sheet has long followed 


hac « aimen 
nas a claimed 


the 


; 
|practice of giving copies away prac- 


| tically 





for- | 


| 


|of the department of journalism at 

Syracuse U., and widely known 
|among N. Y. newspapermen, died in 
| Fart Bayard, New Mexico, last week 

while en route to Arizona for his 

ihealth. Before taking his post at t 

| university he held editorial jobs with | 
|ceveral dailies. 

Vincent Nevin, editor of The 
Virginia City News, died Dec. 6 in 
Virginia City, Va. 

Samuel E. Shanahan, 69, editor of 








ap- | 


16 | 


| tre, 


for nothing to newsboys who, 
because they keep most of the take 
have ballyed sales above that of 


regular-priced dailies. 


ite 
ILS 


Grace In Amerk 
Gypsy Rose Lee may do a monthly 
piece for American Mercury on a 
roving commentator assignment. 
Editor Eugene Lyons has invited | 
her to start pronto. 


LITERATI OBITS 
John O. Simmons, 50, former head 


The Easton Star-Democrat, died Dec. 
7 in Easton, Pa. He was editor and 
publisher of the paper ever since its 
inception in 1896. 

Arthur Dennis La Hines, 58. a 
member of the editorial staff of The 
New York Times for the last eight 
years, and a newspaper editor in 


various parts of the country during | 


the last 35, died in Rockville Cen- 
L. I., Dee. 11. 


Charles H. Spencer, 72, editor and 


publisher of the Newark (O.) Advo- 
cate, was killed Dec. 9 in a traffic 
accident. For the last four years 


the paper has been operated by his 


sons, Frank W. and John, under 
their fathers’ supervision. 

W. A. S. Douglas, formerly travel- 
ing editor for the Chicago Sun, has 
|! been taken off the road bi e latter 
to do a daily column called ‘On the 
Sun Be 

Denise Lehlond-Zola, 58 d shter 





of Emile Zola, died in Paris of a | 
heart attack Dec. 14. Under the pen 
name of Denise Aubert, she wrote | 
children’s books and also authored | 
a biography of her father. She was | 


Meyer Davis Disagrees 











married to Maurice Leblond, author New York. 
—— | Editor, ‘VARIETY’: 
: CHATTER | On Page 1 of your current issue 
Leon Schlesinger’s cartoon char- |, ; : se ks. ieee 
|acter, Bugs Bunny, will be syndi- | there isa story 'U. 5. Soldiers Dis- 
|cated as a Sunday comic strip by | approve of Hilarity at Home While 
NEA starting Jan. 10. | They're at the Front,’ the basis for 
‘Vultures of Hollywood’ is a forth-| this story being the reason given by 
coming ‘expose’ piece on the Holly-|a large New York hotel for dropping 
wood fan mag writers, with suitable | their plans for their New Year's Eve 
excerpts, slated for American Mer-| celebration. 
cury in an early issue. | I do not mind telling you that this 
C. R. (Tip) Roseberry, amusement | j; a very disturbing viewpoint not 
| critic and columnist of Gannett’s | only to the writer but the entire 
|+.lbany Knickerbocker News since | musical profession because New 
1936, sworn in asa lieutenant, senior Year’s Eve has always been the most 


grade, in the Naval Reserve. important night in the entire year to 








Charlotte (N. C.) newspapers have 


a , musicians everywhere. 
78 men in the armed forces, 36 from 





| “ I take issue with this stand and 
The News and 42 > bserver : 
prove The S Pheer wr er place myself 100° on the other side 
| Stz Ss. Spartanburg (s a : 
: of the fence. My observations, and 


Herald-Journal has supplied 20 men. 


, i over n arts of the coun- 
all enlisted. they cover many pz coun 


try, do not lead to any such conclu- 


Jack Lait, N. Y. Daily Mirror, sions, I have seen no evidence what- 
editor, has left for Hollywood! soever that our soldiers do or would 
to spend the holidays and cover the | disapprove of New Year's Eve cele- 

| Rose Bowl game for King Features. | prations. From what information I 
| It’s an annual trip for Lait about can gather and from persona! in- 
i this time. Due __— back in early quiries, it strikes me very conclu- 
January. | sively that they would like to see 

Ed Sullivan took a_ justifiable} their folks at home have as much 
crack, in his. syndicated N. Y. News- | fun as they can, consistent with the 
Chi Trib col.. as follows: ‘Add Bad war effort, as long as conditions and 
Tastes: Phil Cook’s snide reference the general situation allow them to. 
to Tony Martin’s expulsion, one ra-| Our soldiers at the front and in 
dio performer chuckling at a radio! othe; war sectors even write much 


star’s grief.’ more cheerful letters than conditions 

warrant to their relatives and 
friends at home to keep their morale 
bolstered up. Why in heavens name 
would they want New Year’s Eve 
}and other like celebrations discon- 
tinued? 

I have three sons in the service— 
two in the Air Corps and one in the 
Navy—whom I have interrogated on 
the above and to say that they were 
astonished at the viewpoint of the 
management of this hotel is to put it 
mildly to say the least. 

If there is any real concrete evi- 
dence supporting this point of view 
I would like very much to see same. 
Until I do I say it’s the bunk, and 
that there are other reasons—not 








Niteries Boom 


=== Continued from page 1 





though many homes. have already re- 
opened in Palm, Beach ahead of 
schedule this year. Hence, PB may 
enjoy a surprise boom. New Orleans 
figures to do well. St. Louis is ex- 
cellent; Philly slow. Frisco and L. A. 
okay, although SF is inhibited by 
constant curfew orders due to its 
geographic location. 

However, one thing does seem cer- 
tain; more than ever the hotels will 
get the business, at the expense of 
the cafes. Whether due to the Cocoa- 



























nut Grove, Boston, catastrophe, or disclosed—for the hotel’s action. ; 
what, the hctels are pacing much | Meyer Davis. 
better than the clubs. 
Chi Reservations Lag | Nazis Tip Off 
Chicago, bec. 15. 








Pianta nace — Continued from page 3 
i « | 


So far bookings for 

| Eve reservations at hotels and night | the ever-growing influence of U. S.- 
;clubs here are behind what they made films there. Axis pictures, as 
| were last year at this time. Chez! was detailed in last week’s ‘Variety’ 
| Paree, which usually has an 80% |have been practically eliminated 
placement of reservations at this! from the western hemisphere and 
| time, has 40%, while hotels, which| the Hitler radio was no doubt at- 
|are about 50% booked up by the| tempting to puff them against the 
|second week in December have half! day when Latin houses may once 

lof that. again play them. 
It is general opinion, however, Accompanying the buildup of the ir 
lthat this New Year’s eve business | own films, the ‘Heil’ boys had some 
| will be the biggest here in ye nide eracks about U. S. pictures. 
funless some bad news from the Germany, they declared, will leave 
|fronts is received by that time. to the Jews of Hollywood the task of 
creating commercia) propaganda and 
of inventing.film heroes.’ Addressed 
| Detroit Eases U p to Latin America, that was an en- 
couraging crack to U. S. film-makers 
| On ‘Eve’ C urfew who are cooperating with the Coor 
| Detroit, Dec. 15 dinator of Inter-American Affairs in 
Protest, that the shuttering of the peeding their best product south. It 
| night clubs and cafes here on New) <howed that the Axis is getting 
Year’s Eve will ‘involve the spend-/ irked, so the films must be having 














ng of several million dollars by pa- | »ood effect in Latin America, 
icon and cut off employees and en- 
|tertainers from $500,000 worth of > —————— 
earnings,’ won a liberalization of the | $99. 50 C “a 
Liquor Control Commission’s cur- |} ouve 
on the spots. Instead of the) f} ae 
aye shut-d¢ Ms wn ordered, the com- ——— Continued from aT ’ 
| mission gave the go-sign to a 4 a.m.| show and entertainment is slanted 
'celebration—less than in recent! for quality but not quantity. George 
years but gladly accepted. Gogi is Blumenthal’s chief aide. 
Representatives of the Hotel and Opener celeb guests included wore 
| Restaurant Employees union, AGVA Disney, briefly sojourning mere, 
numerous locals, the Metropolitan | Dolores del Rio and Rivera. strict 
‘Cabaret Owners Association and| formal dress for everybody. Some 


grumbled at that, but all fell in line 


others joined in the mass protest to ; i to 3 

| the commission as it was considering Inauguration show, which is to be 

a further restriction to make the | Co?! nued, included Everett Hoag- 
|land’s band from the States; Ernesto 


| New Year's Eve close 8 p.m. 


| Riestra’s orchestra, featured on the 

| local XEW and in Coca-Cola’s shows 

'at that station; Agustin Lara, ace 

San Francisco, Dec. 15. | Mexican romantic song writer, who 

Advance nitery reservations and | own accompaniments on 

|inquiries for New Year’s eve indi- | the piano and sings, and his band, 

cate that this city’s gaiety will be at! | plus Tona la Negra, dusky veteran 

a higher pitch than it was last year. | songstress of Cuban and _ tropical 

However, a big ‘if? enters into the! ditties. 

| picture, and that’s whether the au- | ee A Ae ee 

thorities will relax the recently es- 





Frisco Terrif 


plays 


his 


tablished midnight curfew on liquor | Ft. Worth Expo Off 
sales and the new 1 am. closing | 

|hour edict for night spots. Most of |} Fort Worth, Texas., Dec. 15. 

| those making inquiries want to know | Because of war conditions the 1943 


| whether they can usher in °43 into | Soyfhwestern Exposition and Fat 


|}the wee hours of the morning. | Stock Show will not be held next 
| Last New Year's eve this war | March, as was scheduled. 

;zone was under a pall because of It will be the first time in 47 vears 
blackouts and the feeling that the/| that the exposition, which included 
Japs were planning to strike at! a rodeo and nite ry show, will not be 
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SO A LOVELY COMPLEXIONS IMPORTANT 


THERES ROMANCE IN SOFT SMOOTH SKIN, 
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MY DAILY COMPLEXION CARE 
IS A LUX SOAP ACTIVE-LATHER 
FACIAL. ITS A WONDERFUL 
BEAUTY AID! i 





















LUX SOAP LATHER IS 


LEAVES SKIN FEELING 
SMOOTHER, LOOKING 
FLOWER-FRESH 















Try Hollywood's 
Beauty Facials 
for 30 days 


Smooth creamy Lux 
Toilet Soap lather well 
into your skin. Rinse with 
warm water, then splash 
with cold. Pat dry with a soft 
towel. ACTIVE lather removes 
stale cosmetics, every trace 
of dust and dirt—leaves skin 
feeling exquisitely smooth, soft. 
You'll love this beauty care! 
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in the 
20th Century-Fox Production 


'Life Begins at 830” 


Now Showing Locally 
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SO RICH AND CREAMY! 
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